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A  SENSE  of  the  obligation  incumbent  on 
every  one,  to  devote  his  leifure  time  and 
means  of  information  to  fome  object  of  general 
utility,  has  excited  this  attempt  to  continue  the 
Hiflory  of  MaiTachufetts  Bay  for  a  Ihort  period. 
As  an  effort  of  duty,  it  is  offered  without  referve  \ 
as  a  completion  of  the  defired  tafk,  it  will  doubt- 
lefs  need  many  correclions,  of  which  the  v/riter 
could  not  avail  himfelf  until  he  had  ventured  upon 
the  public  attention  :  and,  in  this  view,  he  pre- 
sents it  wath  apprehenhons,  and  unbounded  re- 
liance on  the  reader's  candour.  The  difhculty 
ef  hiftorical  refearch  increafes  with  the  obfcurity 
of  the  period  treated  of;  and  if  fame  or  rev/ard 
were  to  be  preferred  to  the  neceffary  labour  of 
connecting  a  feries  of  tranfaclions,  it  is  evident 
diat  a  more  brilliant  and  produdive  fpace  of 
time  might  have  been  feleded,  where  fads  would 
have  prefented  themfelves  from  numerous  and 
familiar  records,  and  where  reflexion  would 
have  emanated  from  the  intereiling  operation 
and  magnitude  of  events.  But  the  more  re- 
markable and  amufmg  eras  are,  for  thefe,  among 
other  reafons,  fecure  from  oblivion,  and  it  is  only 
the  barren  trads,  where  the  fprings  of  future 
important  tranfaflions  lie  thinly  fcattered,  and 
which  are  neceffary  to  be  explored  merely  to 
conned  more  fruitful  regions  of  inflruclion  and 
amufement,  that  are  in  danger  of  negled.  In 
travelling  through  fuch  a  fpace,  the  paifenger 
fliould  be  indulged  to  relieve  himfelf  by  review- 
ing paft  fcenes,  and  deviating  into  neighbouring 
and  more  pleafant  departments,  whereVer  the 

courfe  of  his  fubjeft  wiU  allow. 

To 
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To  purfue  a  chronological  narrative,  in  all  the 
variety  of  incidents  which  arife,  general  and  lo- 
cal,  permanent  and  tranfitory  in  their  efFe6ls, 
many  of  them  of  that  doubtful  dcfcription  which 
feems  too  trifling  to  be  mentioned,  and  yet  too 
important  to  be  omitted,  will  neceflarily  occafion 
diffimilarity  of  ftyle,  and  produce  an  unequal  ef* 
itdi  upon  the  reader.  But  it  is  not  a  romance, 
or  a  felecled  piece,  that  is  to  be  narrated  j  it  is  a 
faithful  and  minute  detail  of  occurrences  in  a 
countr)^,  young,  fecluded,  and  juft  imprefTmg  it- 
feif  on  the  attention  of  the  elder  world. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  valuable  fource  of 
information,  the  plantation-office  in  England,  is 
not  ealUy  to  be  made  ufe  of  here.  Yet  as  it  may 
never  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  fame  perfon  to  avail 
himfelf  of  records  and  other  documents  in  both 
countries,  it  is  thought  bell  not  to  fupprefs,  on 
this  account,  the  attainments  made  only  in  one. 
What  is  offered  in  a  bufmefs  of  general  concern 
is  open  to  the  examination  of  all,  and  he  who  is 
fo  fortunate  as  to  obtain  further  and  better  means 
of  knowledge,  is  under  an  obligation  to  corred 
the  errors  and  add  to  the  refult  of  inquiries,  con- 
feifedly  made  under  partial  advantages.  The 
manner  in  which  this  may  be  done  is  more  in- 
terefting  to  the  reviewer,  than  to  him  who  is 
the  fubjed  of  obfervation  ;  fmce  the  candour  or 
feverity  of  criticifm,  however  it  may  affecl  the 
charader  of  its  author,  cannot  increafe  or  di- 
minilh  the  merits  of  the  work  which  he  invefti- 
gates. 

January  i,  1798. 
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CHAP.    I. 

Cattfes  of  fettling  New-Kngland — Oh/erv'ation 
on  the  charaSfers  of  the  fi?f  planters — -Coiin^ 
tit  of  Plymouth — Charter  of  Charles  L — - 
Laivs^  pu7iifhments^  and  judicial  Courts — - 

Ecclefaficalfyfem- — General  obfervation  on 
the  whole, 

HE  prevailing  motive  to  the 
^^    fettlement  of  New-England, 
P   is  generally  known  to  have 
been  an  invincible  defire  and 
fixed    refolution,    to    enjoy- 
that  moll  effential  right  of  mankind,  the  free 

B  ^  exercife 
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exercife  of  confciehce  in  matters  of  religion* 
The  reformation  in  England  under  Henry 
VIII.  though  founded  oftenfibly  on  the  prin- 
-i:  ciple  of  purifying  the  Chriftian  worlhip  from 
the  fcandalous  abufes  of  the  Romifh  church, 
did  not,  in  fad:,  ferioully  engage  the  royal 
intereft  further  than  it  refpeded  the  fuprem- 
acy  of  the  Pope  as  the  great  ecclefiaftical 
head  of  the  kingdom.  This  point  being 
gained,  the  principles  of  the  real  reformers 
had  few  patrons;  and,  as  they  were  the 
enemies  of  defpotic  monarchy,  to  which  the 
vanquiilied  Catholics  were  not  unfriendly, 
they  became,  at  length,  more  perfecuted  by 
the  government  and  hierarchy  which  fprung 
from  the  ruins  of  papal  power,  than  evea 
the  votaries  of  the  Pope  himfelf.  In  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  refufal  to  conform  to  the 
cftablifhed  church  was  firft  made  punifhable 
by  fevere  fines,  and  then  by  death  itfelf : 

Statutes  J  ^  J  ^ 

ajEiiz.ch.i.  and  any  unlawful   aflembly  under  colour  of 

:ii  Eliza.  '      ^  ^  ' 

<ih.  I.  s.       the   exercife  of  religion,  was  forbidden  on 
the  fame  penalty. 

Upon  the  acceffion  of  her  diflembling  fuc- 
ceflbr  James  I.  the  non-cohformi'fts,  allured 
by  the  circumftance  of  his  education  among 
Prelbyterians    in    Scotland,    fuffered    their 

hopes 
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hopes  to  revive.     But  he  demonftrated,  a^ 

his  predeceflbrs  had  done,  that  the  favourite 

rehgion  of  the  crown  was  that  which  moft 

favoured  defpotic  power  :    and  they  found 

him  fo  far  from  accommodating  the  difciphne 

of  the  church  to  the  ideas  of  Protedant  non- 

conformifts,  that  he  eftabliflied  the  canons, 

by  which   the  Puritans  or  the  moft  zealous 

of  the  reforrners  who  were  diftinguifhed  by  j^^^j^,^  ^j|._ 

that  name,  were  fubiec^ed  to  excommunica-  ^^Jl  °^  ^^^ 

'  -J  /  Puritans. 

tion;  that  is,  not  only  a  fufpenfion  from 
church  livings,  but  a  difconnexion  from  the 
congregation  of  the  faithful,  axi  incapacity  of 
fuing  for  their  debts,  imprifonment  for  life, 
unlefs  they  made  fatisfadion  to  the  church, 
denial  of  Chriflian  burial,  and,  if  we  may  ufe 
the  words  of  an  ardent  writer,  an  exclufion 
as  much  as  lay  in  the  power  of  the  court, 
from  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Such  feverities  drove  many  valuable  fubjeds 
from  the  kingdom  into  the  Netherlands,  and 
other  countries  of  Europe  ;  and  finally,  fo 
firmly  were  they  attached  to  their  form  of 
religion,  that  a  number  who  had  fled  to  Hoi-. 
land,  fearing  the  corrupting  influence  of 
other  feds,  conceived  the  adventurous  idea  of 
fettling  in  America  ;  and  aftually  arrived  at 

New- 
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New-P!ymouth  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  twenty. 

The  lot  of  the  Puritans,  Vv^ho,  at  laft,  were 
compofed  both   of  the   diffenters  from  the 
eftablifhed  church,  and  the  oppofers  of  def- 
potic  monarchy,  and  whofe  name  was  mali- 
cioufly  ufed  by  courtiers  to  include  the  moft 
knavifh  enemies  of  either,  was  defignated  by 
a  remarkable  fpecies  of  perfecution.     They 
were  purfued  by  fuch  relentlefs  tyranny,  as 
one  would  fuppofe,  would  be  moft  gratified 
by  driving  them  from  their  country  and  what- 
ever is  deareft  to  man,  and  yet  were   either 
too  much  refpecled  or  feared  to  be  fuffered 
even  to  banifh   themfelves  without  molefta- 
tion.     Reftri6tions   were    laid     upon    their 
A.  D.  1608    efcape,  and  whilft  fome   had  fled  to   foreign 
countries,  others  were  not  10  fortunate  as  to 
obtain  this  dreadful  privilege,  but  were  de- 
tained as  hoftages  for  the  good  condud:  of 
their  brethren  abroad.     The   effeds  of  the 
political  and  religious  principles  of  the  great 
body  of  this  party  who  remained  ill  England, 
were  matured  and  unfolded  in  the  fubfequent 
reign,  when  monarchy  was  laid  at  their  feet ; 
and  no  wonder  if  the  feelings  of  fuch  of  them 
as  crofled   the  Atlantic,  were  commenfurate 
with  the  ideas  of  thofe  who  were  detained  at 
horne^  The 
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The  feverlty  of  religious  perfecution  in-* 
ereafed  under  Charles  I.  who  was  governed 
by  the  deteflable  maxims  of  archbiihop  Laud, 
which  furniihed  further  expedients  for  pur- 
fuing  the  Puritans.  Among  others,  a  fyftem 
of  fports  and  recreations  on  the  Lord's  day, 
which  had  been  originated  in  the  laft  reign, 
was  revived  and  eilabiiihed  by  the  King. 
This  meafure  was  directly  calculated  both  to 
obviate  the  obje<£tions  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics to  the  fuppreffion  of  feafts  and  revels, 
and  to  wound  the  feelings  of  the  Puritans, 
and  embarrafs  their  clergy  ;  as  they  were  re- 
markable for  a  ftrid:  attention  to  the  fourth 
commandment,  ftill  fo  decently  obferved  by 
their  defcendants.  The  magiftrates  had 
found  thefe  fports,  which  confifted  of  dancing, 
leaping,  vaulting  and  various  other  games, 
to  be  introdud:ory  of  profanation^  and  at- 
tempted to  fupprefs  them  ;  but,  fo  great  was 
the  zeal  of  the  court  to  root  out  puritanifni 
(which,  from  the  ftrid  obfervatlon  it  enjoined 
of  the  Lord's  day,  they  conceived  tended  to 
diminifh  the  feaft  days  of  the  church)  that 
the  reprefentations  of  the  magitlrates  were 
overruled,  and  the  order  eftablifhing  the  book 
pf  fports  was  direded  to  be  read  in  every 
parifh.     This  was  a  net  to  entangle  the  clergy-, 

and 
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and  many  loft  their  livings  for  confcientioufly 
refufing  to  read  the  order.  In  fhort,  it  be- 
came evident,  in  the  ftar-chamber  language 
of  the  Earl  of  Dorfet,  that  to  be  guilty  of 
drunkennefs,  uncleannefs  or  any  lefs  fault 
might  be  pardonable ;  but  that  the  fin  of 
puritanifm  and  non-conformity  was  without 
forgivenefs. 

In  fuch  a  fituation  of  affairs,  when  it  was 
difficult  to  fay  whether  tyranny  triumphed 
moft  in  church  or  ftate,  a  number  of  emi- 
grants embarked  for  America,  and  fettled  at 
Salem  in  Maffachufetts  Bay,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 
They  foon  extended  themfelves  to  Bofton  and 
its  neighbourhood,  and  the  increafing  troubles 
in  England  recruited  their  numbers,  until  they 
t^temfelves  became  a  flock  for  population,  and 
began  to  colonize  upon  the  river  Connedicut. 

In  aid  of  an  infurraountable  defire  of  pre- 
ferving  the  purity  of  their  religion,  and 
freely  exercifing  the  rights  of  confcience, 
thefe  fettlers  admitted  a  fpirit  of  commerce 
and  agriculture  as  neceffary  to  their  plans. 
Merchants  became  affociated  with  them  : 
nor  was  it  derogatory  to  the  principles  of 
their  emigration  to  eutertain  a  hope  that, 

whilfl 
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whilft  the  caufe  of  religion  was  lerved  with 
fo  much  hazard,  fuccefs  might  alfo  attend  an 
honeft  attempt  at  hulbandry  and  traffic.  But 
the  encouragement  from  this  fource  was  tri- 
fling indeed.  The  fettlers  at  New-Plymouth 
were  thrown  upon  a  more  northern  and  lefs 
promifing  fhore  than  the  place  of  their  defti- 
nation,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  the  com-* 
pany  of  Maflachufetts  Bay  ever  made  any 
dividend  of  profits.  To  the  fpirit  of  religion 
therefore  we  mufl:  afcribe  their  perfeverance. 
Had  they  been  placed  on  the  extenfive  wa- 
ters of  the  St.  Lawrence  or  the  Hudfon, 
where  the  articles  of  traffic  were  to  be  col- 
lected from  immenfe  and  almoft  exhauftlefs 
regions,  or  in  the  more  fouthern  climates, 
where  the  fpontaneous  exuberance  of  the  foil 
would  promife  an  early  return  to  the  labours 
of  the  hufbandman,  the  common  motives  of 
commerce  and  gain  might  be  fuppofed  to 
have  effedxually  aided  the  fpirit  of  emigra- 
tion ;  but  where  neither  of  thefe  exifted,  and 
inftead  of  them  ficknefs  and  famine  were 
holding  up  the  fate  of  preceding  adventurers, 
the  hope  of  enjoying  in  peace,  what  exceed- 
ed all  earthly  confiderations  in  value,  mult 
have  been  the  eflential  caufe  of  their  adher- 
ing fo  inflexibly  to  their  perilous  undertaking. 

Thefc 
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Thefe  being  the  caufes  which  hnpelled  the 
coloniits  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  to  crofs  the 
Atlantic,  let  us  iketch  a  few  leading  fa£ls  in 
their  early  hiftory,  and  make  fome  general 
obfervations  upon  them,  in  order  to  prepare 
ourfelves  for  the  more  laborious  and  minute 
detail  of  that  particular  period,  which  is  the 
profeffed  fubjed:  of  the  prefent  work. 

Although  the  Emigration  of  the  Americari 
colonifts  from  the  different  European  nation^ 
eventually  produced  the  nobleft  revolutiori  in 
the  minds  of  men  and  in  political  power  that 
the  world  has  ever  witneffed,  yet  we  muft 
not  be  furpriftd  to  find  its  operation  con- 
fined in  the  begitmitig,  and  its  advances  grad- 
ual in  proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  event 
which  w^as  to  take  place.  The  fettlers  in 
Maffachufetts  Bay,  w^e  haVe  feen,  left  their 
parent  country  in  an  age  when,  comparing  it 
with  fubfequent  periods,  it  may  rather  be  faid 
that  error  w^as  falling  than  that  truth  was 
eftablifhed  ;  when  the  rights  of  fociety  werd 
but  unfolding,  and  kings,  after  having  re- 
lieved their  fubjedls  from  the  more  dread- 
ful tyranny  of  ariftocratic  power,  were 
grudgingly  conceding,  as  privileges,  what 
men  afterwards  underftood  to  be  their  owri, 
independent  of  royal  favour  ;   when  religion 

w^as 
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was  but  juft  emancipated  from  the  hand  of 
popery,  and  the  relative  importance  of  fcho- 
laftic  learning,  and  the  myfteries  of  do6:rine 
with  refped:  to  practical  piety,  had  fcarcely 
fettled  to  their  proper  level ;  and,  above  all, 
when  the  great  revelation  of  *  preferving  the 
fpiritual  and  temporal  kingdoms  diftind:,  had 
not  operated  upon  the  reafon  of  the  Euro- 
pean world. 

It  muft  not  then  be  expected,  that  the  great 
advantages  derived  from  the  fettlement  of  this 
country  to  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  of 
mankind,  were  wholly  owing  to  the  perfonal 
charaders  of  the  firft  planters  :  thefe  indeed, 
were  to  a  high  degree  exemplary,  and  the 
experience  of  the  greateft  abufes  of  political 
and  ecclefiaftical  power,  in  their  own  cafe, 
had  made  them  proper  inftruments  to  intro- 
duce a  new  fyftem  to  the  world.  But  they 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  entirely  un- 
influenced by  the  habits  and  ideas  of  the 
country  which  they  had  left ;  and  among  a 
long  train  of  virtues,  we  are  obliged  to  con- 
fefs  that,  retaliating  their  injuries  upon  their 
,  perfecutors,  they  did  not  give  religious  toler- 
ation her  merited  rank.  Yet  thofe  who  fo 
boldly  ftepped  out  from  an  old  fociety,  filled 

C  with 
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With  oppreffions  and  diftrafted  by  perfecu- 
tions,  to  the  unbiafTed  government  of  them- 
felves,  and  thus  proved  to  mankind  experi- 
mentally the  whole  extent  of  their  claims  to 
freedom  ;  although  they  might  have  but  par- 
tially anticipated  the  benefits  which  they  were 
about  to  deliver  to  pofterity,  and  for  a  mo- 
ment, might  have  taken  a  retrograde  courfe 
in  their  progrefs  to  liberty,  muft  neverthelefs 
forever  hold  an  envied  ftation  in  the  view  of 
mankind. 

After  feveral  grants  of  territory  upon  the 
continent  of  North-America  had  been  made 
by  the  crown  of  England,  and  fome  attempts 
-d.  Not.  ^^  fettle  it  had  proved  inefFeftual,  King  James  I. 
in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign,  eredted 
a  body  politic  or  Council  in  the  town  of 
Plymouth  in  the  county  of  Devon,  confifting. 
of  forty  refpedlable  adventurers.  To  them 
he  granted  New-England,  including  fo  much 
of  that  continent  as  lies  from  forty  to  forty- 
eight  degrees  of  northern  latitude,  and  as, 
continuing  that  breadth  through  the  main 
land,  extends  from  fea  to  fea.  At  the  fame 
time  he  gave  to  this  body  politic  ample 
powers  for  the  planting  and  governing  of 
this  territory,  by  laws  agreeable  to  thofe  of 

the 
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the  realm  of  England,  as  nearly  a$   circum- 

ftances  would  permit.     The  Council  of  Plym-   Y^^\^v]ch.  i. 

outh  thus   eftablifhed,  in  the  third  year   of 

King  Charles  I.  granted  the  country  which 

may  be  called  MafTachufetts  proper,  extending 

from  three  miles  northward    of  Merrimack 

River  to  three   miles  fouthward  of  Charles 

River,  unto  Sir  Henry  Rofwell  and  others,  4th.  March 

who  alfo  received  a  charter  from  that  King  "^^  •y-'^^^-f- 

confirming   their    grant,   and    veiling    them 

with  powers  of  jurifdi(flion  over  the  country. 

This  charter,  from  the  omiffions  of  feveral 
powers  neceffary  to  the  future  fituation  of 
the  Colony,  fhows  us  how  inadequate  the 
ideas  of  the  parties  were  to  the  important 
confequences  which  were  about  to  follow 
from  fuch  an  ad.  The  Governor,  with  the 
affiftants  and  freemen  of  the  company,  it  is 
true,  were  empowered  to  make  all  laws  not 
repugnant  to  thofe  of  England  ;  but  the  pow- 
er of  impofnig  fines,  muldts,  imprifonment 
or  other  lawful  correction,  is  exprefsly  given 
according  to  the  courfe  of  other  corpprations 
in  the  realm  ;  and  the  general  circumftances 
of  the  fettlement,  and  the  pradice  of  the 
times,  ean  leave  us  no  doubt  that  this  body 
politic  was  viev/ed  rather  as  a  trading  com- 
pany 
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pany  refidmg  within  the  kingdom,  than, 
what  it  very  loon  became,  a  foreign  govern- 
ment exercifing  all  the  eflentials  of  fovereign- 
ty  over  its  fubjeds.  The  removal  of  the 
charter  to  MafTachufetts  Bay  began  to  unfold 
the  defeds  of  it,  and  the  confequences  of  the 
fettlement  there.  So  many  of  the  inhabit- 
ants were  made  free  of  the  company,  that  it 
became  impoiEble  for  the  whole  to  a6t  in 
making  the  laws,  and  hence  arofe  the  necef- 
fity,  perhaps  too  the  firft  idea,  of  a  reprefent^ 
ative  body  among  them.  This  they  created 
of  their  own  motion  in  fix  years  after  the 
grant  of  their  charter,  which  was  wholly  filent 
upon  fo  important  an  inftitution.  The  high* 
eft  ad:  of  fovereign  authority  likewife  became 
neceffary  to  be  exercifed  upon  criminals  in 
the  privation  of  life,  concerning  which  the 
charter  made  no  mention  :  but  thq  govern- 
ment undertook  to  infli£t  capital  punifh- 
ments  without  recourfe  to  the  crown  for  ad- 
ditional powers.  In  the  lame  manner  did 
they  fupply  a  defedi  of  authority  to  cred:  ju- 
dicatories for  the  probate  of  wills  ;  to  con- 
ftitute  courts  with  admiralty  jurifdidion  ;  to 
impofe  taxes  on  the  inhabitants  ;  and  to  cre- 
ate towns  and  other  bodies  corporate. 

All 
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All  authority  being  thus  given  by  tlie 
people,  and  exercifed  by  the  government  of 
their  own  eleding,  in  the  form  prefcribed  by 
the  charter  for  every  neceSary  purpofe  of 
fociety,  there  feemed  to  be  nothing  but  the 
force  of  habits  and  prejudices,  formed  in  En- 
gland, to  preferve  diflinctions  and  unequal 
privileges  among  the  claffes  of  citizens  ;  and 
little  more  than  an  undefined  allegiance  to 
the  King,  the  form  of  fwearing  to  which  the 
Colony  dared  to  difputQ,  to  prevent  its  being 
an  independent  republic.  Many  dignified 
characters  were  aware  of  this  ;  and,  appalled 
at  the  hazard  of  lofmg  their  fuperiority,  fo 
much  more  furely  recognized  by  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  mother  country,  declined  em« 
barking  for  this  unfettled  world.* 

But  fuch  was  the  force  of  thefe  habits  and 
prejudices,  and  fo  prone  are  mankind  to  place 
unlimited  confidence  in  their  government, 
when  unprovoked  by  the  ufurpation  and 
abufe  of  power,  that  the  people  of  MafTa- 
chufetts  may  be  faid  to  have  fubmitted  to  a 
fyftem  of  laws  by  which  the  freedom  of  ac- 
tion 

*  See  certain  propofals  made  by  Lord  Say  attd  other  per- 
fons  of  quality,  as  conditions  of  their  removing  to  Nev/- 
England.     Hutch,  Vol.  I.  Appendix,  No.  2. 
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tion  was  abridged,  and  to  have  voluntarily 
yoked  themfelves  to  an  ecclefiaftical  author- 
ity, by  which  the  rights  of  confcience  loft,  for 
a  time,  the  very  principles  that  their  emigra- 
tion had  avowed.     It  w^ould  ill  become  the 
defcendants  of  thefe  adventurous  heroes  to 
look  back    with  reproach  upon  inftitutions 
from  w^hich  they   are  now  deriving  the  moft 
tranfcendent    bleffings  ;  but    it    would    ftill 
more  ill  become  them  to  fhow  a  diftruft  of 
the  prevailing  merits  of  their  anceftors,  by  an 
attempt  to  conceal  defedts  which  are  incident 
to  human  affairs  ;   defedls  too  fo  exceedingly 
overbalanced,  upon  the  w^hole,  by  wifdom, 
perfeverance  and  fuccefs.    Let  us  then  obferve, 
that  having  their  own  governixient  fecured  by 
the  right  of  eledion,  all  their  fears  arofe  from 
that  of  England  ;  and  being  of  the  fame  fen- 
timents  with  their  clergy,  they  feemed  to  con- 
template   no   encroachments  upon   their  re- 
ligious privileges  but  from  the  hierarchy  there. 
Common  misfortune  and  danger  having  uni- 
ted them  at  this  early  period  in  opinioxi  and 
intereft,  the  government  became  rather  a  vol- 
untary eifort  of  felf  prefervation,  than  an  im- 
pofing  ad:   of  authority.     The  great  refine- 
ment of  fecuring  the  rights  of  the  minority 
was  not  fearched  for  where  all  were  agreed  ; 
and  whilft  the  community  was  unreftrained 

by 
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hy  foreign  tyranny,  the  Idea  of  its  becoming 
an  inftrumenc  of  opprelTions  within  itfelf, 
was  not  prefented  ftrikingly  to  view.  The 
general  freedom  was  the  firfl:  object ;  it  re- 
mained for  pofterity,  by  the  checks  and  divif- 
ions  of  power  which  have  fmce  been  more 
fully  adopted  in  political  conflitutions,  to 
guard  againft  evils  which  the  highefl:  mutual 
confidence,  and  a  common  exertion  to  pre- 
ferve  the  enjoyment  of  their  own  religious 
opinions,  the  only  expeded  revv^ard  of  all  their 
labours,  prevented  our  forefathers  from  an- 
ticipating. 

A  body  of  men  receding  from  the  eftab- 
lifhed  government  and  religion  of  a  country, 
cannot  b^  fuppofed  to  have  carried  with  them 
any  great  affection  for  its  laws,  nor  to  have 
been  provided  with  many  afTiftants  profeffion- 
ally  fkilled  in  its  judicial  inilitutions.  The 
want  of  fuch  counfel  is  acknowledged  by  the 
General  Court,  and  had  they  been  pofTefled 
of  all  the  jurifprudencc  of  the  old  world,  the 
peculiarity  of  their  lituation  would  have  ren- 
dered it  a  partial  diredlory.  Under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  the  immediate  exigencies  of  their 
affairs  could  not  but  didate  local  regulations  ; 
and  the  general  principles    of    government 

would 
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would  naturally  be  fuggefted  from  that  rc- 

fpe<3:ed  guide  of  their  confciences  and  morals, 

which  they  had  followed  through  fo  many 

trials.      They  therefore  adopted  the  Bible  as 

their  principal  code  of  law,   and  declared  as 

an  article  in  their  bill  of  rights,   that  no  man 

inirojucfcion  ihould  fuffcr  but  by  an  exprefs  law  fufficiently 

revifcd  16I9  publiihed,  yet  in  cafe  of  a  defed  of  law  in 

and^pruitcd  ^^^  particular  inftance,   by  the  word  of  God. 

It  is  obvious  to  all  in  the  prefent  age,  that 
the  peculiarities  of  the  Jewifh   nation   muft 
render  their  jurifprudence  inapplicable,  in  a 
variety  of  inftances,  to  a  people  fo  differently 
circumftanced  ;  and  the  rights  of  individuals 
could  gain  nothing  by  negleding  the  experi- 
ence of  mankind  in  former  judicial^ proceed- 
ings, where  they  were  in  any  degree  fimilar 
to  the  cafes  which  might  arife.     The  code  of 
laws  became  marked  with  many  additional 
capital  crimes,  unknown   as  fuch  to  thofe  of 
England  ;  and  fmaller  offences  were  multi- 
plied with  rigorous  exadtnefs.     As  this  fever-  I 
ity  had  for  its  objedl  an  exemplary  purity  of 
morals  and  religion,  which  Ihould  extend  to 
every  perfon  in  fociety,  it,  of  courfe,  reached 
the  more  private  adlions  of  its  members,  and 
included  all  the  relationlhips  fubfifdng  be- 
tween them. 

Their 
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Their  capital  offences  were  idolatry,  witch- 
craft, blafphemy,  murder,  beftiality,  fodomy, 
adultery,  man-ftealinp;,  bearing:  falfe  witnefs,  , 

^  ^  P'  ^  '>    Laws  prlnt- 

confpiracy  and  rebellion,  curfing  ,or  fmiting  a  ^^  ^66<^- 
parent  unlefs  when  negied:ed  in  education,  or 
provoked  by  extreme  and  cruel  correction, 
rebellious  and  fiubborn  condud:  in  a  fon,  dif- 
obeying  the  voice  and  chailifement  of  his 
parents,  and  living  in  notorious  crimes,  rape 
and  arfon  ;  other  offences  were  alfo  made 
capital  upon  a  fecond  or  third  conviction,  and 
the  degree  of  the  offence  was,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  incrcafed  by  the  circumftance  of  its 
being  committed  on  the  Sabbath. 

In  the  inferior  claffes  of  crimes  were 
many  peculiar  to  the  fituation  of  the  Colony, 
efpecially  with  regard  to  fumptuary  regula- 
tions, and  the  enforcing  of  induftry.  In 
thefe  there  are  ftrong  proofs  of  the  difpofition 
which  prevailed,  of  fhev/ing  refpedt  to  partic- 
ular defcriptions  of  families,  by  diftindions  in 
their  favour. 

Their  punifhments  bore  a  refemblance  to 
the  general  rigour   of  their  penal  code,  and 
were  fometimes,  even  in  capital  cafes,  left  to"  id.  page  67. 
the  difcretion  of  their  judges.      There  is  a 
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law  on  the  fubject  of  torture,  which  is  a  ftain 
rather  upon  the  vokime  in  which  it  is  re- 
corded, than  upon  the  practice  of  the  coun- 
try ;  to  the  honour  of  which  it  may  be  faid, 
that  the  ufe  of  this  ftatute  has  been  fo  Uttle 
contemplated,  that  it  became  wholly  obfolete. 
This  law  prohibits  torture  generally,  but  ex- 
cepts any  cafe  in  which  the  criminal  is  firft 
fully  convicled  by  clear  and  fufficient  evi- 
dence ;  after  which,  if  it  be  apparent  from 
the  nature  of  the  cafe,  that  there  be  confeder- 
ates with  him,  he  may  be  tortured,  yet  not 
with  fuch  tortures  as  are  barbarous  and  in- 
human. The  very  terms  of  this  ftatute 
feem  to  difarm  it  of  the  power  of  injuring, 
and  would  render  it,  if  it  were  in  force,  a 
lefs  dreadful  engine  of  inhumanity,  than  the 
peine  forte  et  dure  of  the  Englifh  law. 

The  rigour  of  juftice  extended  itfelf  a9 
well  to  the  prote<aion  of  the  rights  of  prop- 
erty, as  to  the  moral  habits  of  the  people ; 
and  a  remarkable  inftance  of  this  is  fhewn  in 
the  power  given  to  creditors  over  the  perfons 
of  their  debtors.  The  law  admitted  of  a  free- 
man's being  fold  for  fervice  to  difcharge  his 
debts,  though  it  would  not  allow  of  the  facri- 
fice  of  his  time,  by  his  being  kept  in  prifon, 
iinlefs  fome  eftate  was  concealed. 

The 
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The  Governor  and  Affiflants  were  the 
firft  judicial  court ;  to  this,  inferior  jurif- 
didions  were  added  ;  and,  upon  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  coming  into  exillence,  the 
judicial  authority  was  fhared  by  them,  as  (in 
the  words  of  their  law)  the  fecond  branch  of 
the  chief  civil  power  of  this  Commonwealth. 
The  fubordinate  jurifdidlions  were  the  indi- 
vidual magiftrates,  the  commifTioners  of  tov,ms, 
and  the  county  courts.  Thefe  feem,  in  fome 
fenfe,  to  have  aded  as  the  deputies  of  the 
General  Court,  fmce  in  difficult  points,  they 
were  allowed  to  ftate  the  cafe  without  the 
names  of  the  parties,  to  that  court,  and  re- 
ceive its  declaration  of  the  law. 

The  perpetual  controverfy  incident  to  di- 
viding power  among  feveral  orders  difpro- 

,      .  ,  ,  ,  V  See  law* 

portionate  m  their  numbers,  took  place  be-  a.  d.  1643 

tween    the    Affiftants    and    Reprefentatives. 

Whether  they  fliould  vote  in  feparate  bodies 

or  collectively,  became  a  ferious  difpute.     As, 

by  a  defeat  in  the  conftitution,  they  held  both 

legiflative  and  judicial  authority,  it  was  at  laft 

compromifed,  that,  in  making  the  laws,  the 

two  Houfes  fliould   vote   feparately,  v/ith  a 

negative   upon  each   other  ;    but,  in  trying 

caufes,  in  cafe  they  fliould  differ  in  this  mode, 

they  fliould  proceed  to   determine  the  quef- 

tion  by  voting  together. 

As 
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As  In  their  government  hereditary  claims 
were  rejected,  their  public  officers  being  all 
periodically  chofen  from  the  body  of  the  free- 
men, and  without  regard  to  diftind  orders, 
fo  in  the  defcent  and  diftribution  of  the  real 
and  perfonal  eftates  of  inteftates,  the  exclufive 
claim  of  any  one  heir  was  not  admitted,  but 
equal  divifion  was  made  among  all,  referving 
only  to  the  eldeft  fon  a  double  portion.  This, 
efpecially  in  cafe  of  a  numerous  family,  which 
is  not  an  uncommon  Inftance  in  a  young 
country,  effedlually  prevented  the  undue  ac- 
cumulation of  property.  Thefe  two  regula- 
tions may  be  faid  to  be  the  great  pillars,  on 
which  republican  liberty  in  Maffachufetts  is 
fupported. 

There  was  an  Ineftimable  advantage  gain- 
ed to  the  caufe  of  freedom  by  a  law  of  1641, 
which  declares  the  lands  of  the  inhabitants 
free  from  all  fines  and  licenfes  upon  aliena- 
tion, heriots,  wardfhips,  and  the  whole  train 
of  feudal  exadlions,  which  have  fo  grievouf- 
ly  opprefTed  mankind  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.  They  tendered  hofpitality  and  fuc- 
cour  to  all  Chriflian  ft  rangers  flying  from  the 
tyranny  or  oppreffion  of  their  perfecutors,  or 
from  famine,  wars,  or  the  like  compulfory 

caufe. 
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caufe,  and  entitled  them  to  the  fame  law  arid 
juftice  as  was  adminiftered  among  themfelves. 

But  whllft  they  thus  fcrupuloufly  regulated 
the  morals  of  the  inhabitants  within  the 
Colony,  and  offered  it  as  an  afylum  to  the 
oppreffed  among  mankind,  they  negleded 
not  to  prevent  the  contagion  of  diffimilar 
habits  and  heretical  principles  from  without, 
A  law  was  made  in  the  year  1637,  that  none 
fhould  be  received  to  inhabit  within  the  ju- 
rifdidion,  but  fuch  as  fhould  be  allowed  by 
fome  of  the  magiftrates ;  and  it  was  fully  un- 
derilood,  that  differing  from  the  religious 
tenets  generally  received  in  the  country,  was 
as  great  a  difqualification  as  any  political 
opinions  whatever^  In  a  defence  of  this  or- 
der it  is  advanced,  that  the  apoftolic  rule  of 
rejecting  fuch  as  brought  not  the  true  doc- 
trine with  them,  was  as  applicable  to  the 
Commonwealth  as  the  Church  ;  and  that  even 
the  profane  were  lefs  to  be  dreaded  than 
the  able  advocates  of  erroneous  opinions. 

The    platform     of     Church    government 
which  they  fettled,  was  of  the  Congregational 
mode,   conneding  the   feveral  churches   to- 
gether to  a  certain  degree,  and  yet  exempt- 
ing 
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ing  each  of  them  from  any  jurifdidion  by 
way  of  authoritative  cenfure,  or  any  church 
power  cxtrinfic  to  their  own.  This  was 
evidently  oppofed  to  the  hierarchy ;  and,  in 
order  to  fecure  to  thcmfelves  the  rights  which 
they  had  been  denied  in  England,  they  pro- 
jected the  fame  expedient  which  was  praQif- 
ed  there,  of  uniting  what  ought  forever  to  be 
feparate,  the  Church  and  the  State.  Accord- 
ing to  the  notion  of  the  times,  it  was  confid- 
ered  as  an  eflential  teft  of  a  true  church,  that 
it  could  be  moulded  to  the  civil  government ; 
and  they  had  been  reproached  by  the  advo- 
cates for  the  eftablifhment  at  home,  that  theirs 
was  incapable  of  fuch  a  union.  How  un- 
founded this  reproach  was,  foon  became  evi- 
dent :  though  the  intelled  of  man  has  fmce, 
in  its  progrefs  in  this  country,  firft  difcover- 
ed  the  abfurdity  of  religious  tefts,  and  wiped 
away  this  blot  upon  human  reafon,  whilft  the 
mother  country  remains,  in  this  refped,  in 
her  ancient  abfurdity. 

No  man  could  be  qualified  either  to  eleft, 
or  be  elefted  to  office,  who  was  not  a  church 
member,  and  no  church  could  be  formed  but 
by  a  licenfe  from  a  magiftrate ;  fo  that  the 
civil  and  ccclefiafiical  powers  were  intimately 
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combined.  .  The  clergy  were  cOnfulted  about 
the  laws,  were  frequently  prefent  at  the  paff- 
ing  of  them,  and  by  the  neceffity  of  their  in- 
fluence in  the  origination,  demonftrated  how 
much  the  due  execution  of  them  depended 
upon  their  power* 

But  the  error  of  eftabliihing  one  rule  for 
all  men  in  ecclefiaftical  policy  and  difcipline 
(which  experience  has  proved  cannot  be 
maintained  even  in  matters  of  indifference) 
could  not  fail  of  difcovering  itfelf  in  very 
fericus  inftances  as  the  fociety  increafed. 
The  great  body  of  the  Englifh  nation  being 
of  a  diiFerent  perfuafion  in  this  refpe^t,  num- 
bers belonging  to  their  church,  who  came 
into  the  country,  neceffarily  formed  an  op- 
pofition,  which,  as  they  had  the  countenance 
of  the  King,  could  not  be  crufhed  like  thofe 
of  other  fedaries.  It  became  a  conllant 
fubjed  of  royal  attention,  to  allow  freedom 
and  liberty  of  confcience,  efpecially  in  the  ufe 
pf  the  book  of  common  prayer,  and  the  rights 
of  facrament  and  baptifm  as  thereby  prefcrib- 
ed.  The  law  confining  the  rights  of  free- 
men to  church  members  was  at  length  re- 
pealed ;  and  pecuniary  qualiScations,  for 
fuch  as  were  not  church  members,  with  good 
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morals,  and  the  abfurd  requifite  of  orthodoxy 
of  opinion,  to  be  certified  by  a  clergyman, 
were  fubftituted  in  its  place.  But  the  great 
afcendancy  which  the  Congregationalifts  had 
gained  over  every  other  fe6t,  made  the  chance 
of  promotion  to  office,  and  the  fhare  of  in- 
fluence in  general,  very  unequal ;  and  was, 
without  doubt,  one  of  the  moft  important 
caufes  which  ccnfpired  to  the  lofs  of  the 
charter. 

Upon  the  whole,  although  if  we  examine 
thefe  political  and  ecclefiaftical  fyftems,  efpe- 
cially  when  taken  in  connexion  with  each 
other,  upon  the  free  principles  of  jurifpru- 
dence  and  religious  toleration,  they  muft  ap- 
pear»  alarmingly  dangerous  to  the  rights  of 
individuals  ;  and,  although  there  were  ad:s  of 
feverity  exercifed  by  the  government,  efpe- 
cially  upon  petitioners  for  redrefs  of  griev- 
ances growing  out  of  their  conftitution, 
which  would  not  be  endured  at  the  prefent 
day  ;  yet  the  peculiar  circumftances  under 
which  this  handful  of  emigrants  were  placed, 
rendered  their  government  lefs  ineligible  at* 
firft,  than  we  fhould  be  led  to  fuppofe.  They 
had  all  felt  or  were  obnoxious  to  the  penal- 
ties which,  during   feveral  reigns,  had  been 
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annexed  to  non-conformity  and  oppofition  to 
the  church  of  England  ;  and  had  procured 
permlffion  to  leave  the  kingdom  rather  on 
the  principle  of  riddance  than  favour.  The 
didates  of  felf-defence  therefore  might  v^ell 
be  expeded  to  dired  their  meafures  in  mat- 
ters of  public  worfhip.  The  v^ildernefs  which 
they  had  entered  v^as  a  contempiible  ihare  of 
dominion,  compared  with  the  fair  inheritance 
which  they  had  left  the  mother  church  at 
home  :  and,  having  unlimited  confidence  in 
their  own  government,-  it  was  natural  that 
they  fhould  avail  themfelves  of  every  expedi- 
ent to  fecure  their  confciences  againft  the  op- 
preffions  of  that  from  which  they  had  fled. 
Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered,  fince  the  fpirit  of 
the  age  feemed  to  confider  fome  church- 
eftablifhment  as  neceiTary  to  all  governments, 
that  they  preferred  their  own  to  that  of  their 
enemies.  The  rigorous  fyflem  v^^hich  they 
adopted,  confidered  as  it  refpeded  them- 
felves, certainly  evidences  a  kind  of  heroifm 
in  virtue,  a  felf-martyrdom  in  the  caufe  of 
morals  and  religion,  which  mufl  ever  rank 
them  foremofl  amongfl  the  moft  zealous  advo- 
cates for  thefe  important  objeds  ;  and  confid- 
ering  it  as  it  refpeded  the  reft  of  mankind,  of 
whom  they  may  be  faid  to  have  been  the  re- 
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prefentatives.  In  a  common   caufe   the   moft 
beneficiary  that  the  world  could  be  political- 
ly interefted  in,  if  it  wanted  latitude  and  ac- 
commodation to  extend  its  bleffings  immedi- 
ately to  many,  who,  in  this  view,  rightfull;^ 
claimed  them,  the  misfortune  may  be  rather 
attributed    to   the   nature    and   operation   of 
things  than  to  any  culpability  on  their  part. 
It  fhould  be  realized  that   their   policy  w^as 
rather  to  eftablifh  a  Chriftian  community  of  a 
particular  kind,  and  to  preferve  it  pure  from 
any  foreign    principles,  efpecially   religious, 
than  to  form  a  great  fociety  either  for  fplen- 
dour  or  power.     Their  fettlement  was  rather 
a  flight  to  the  defart  from  religious  perfecu- 
tion  and   for  the   propagation  of  the  gofpel, 
than  an  emigration  upon  political  or  national 
principles.     In  this  nafcent  ftate  of  a  revolu- 
tion in  favour  of  human  happlnefs,  it  is  im- 
poflible  not  to  obferve  with   admiration,  the 
peculiar   aptitude   of  their  character   to   the 
purpofes  which  Providence  had  deftined  them 
to  effedt.      They  had  a  wildernefs   to    culti- 
vate, a  foe  to  fubdue,  who  united  the  Inftindl 
and  fiercenefs  of  the  brutal  creation  with  the 
fagaclty  of  human   reafon.     The   European 
fettlements  in  their  neighbourhood  were  gen- 
erally hoftile  ;  and,   w^hat  feemed  ftill   more 
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afflidling,  a  conftant  watch  was  to  be  kept 
upon  their  mother  country  to  prevent  en- 
croachments upon  thofe  hberties  Vv^hich  they 
had  placed  themfelves,  in  this  forlorn  fitua- 
tion,  to  proted:.  Under  fuch  circumfcances, 
the  ftrength  and  firmnefs  of  their  fpirit  was 
their  only  refource.  Lefs  rigour  would  have 
difqualified  them  for  difcharging  the  heavy 
duties  which  they  had  to  perform  ;  and  per- 
haps, more  liberality  w^ould  have  introduced 
fciftaries,  who  would  have  weakened  the 
community  by  divifions,  and  profligates,  who 
would  have  corrupted  it  by  vice. 


>)\^/\J?^L 


CHAP.     II. 

Lcfs  of  the  Charter. 

'TPHE  firft  great  political  alteration  which 
the  Colony  underwent,  was  occafioned  by 
the  lofs  of  its  charter  in  the  year  1684.  In 
examining  the  reafons  of  this  change  in  their 
conftitution,  it  will  be  proper  to  remark,  that 
the  manner  in  which  they  left  their  native 
country  ;  the  valuable  confideration  which 
they  gave  for  their  new  poiTeffions,  firft  to 
the  Council  of  Plymouth,  and  afterwards  to 
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the  natives  3   the  want  of  all  protedion  and 
aid  from  the  government  of  England,  when 
ftruggling  with  the  difficulties  of  their  fettle- 
ment,  and  the  cruel  warfare  of  favages  ;  the 
trifling  circumftances  on  which  the  claim  of 
the  crown  was  founded  to  this  vacant  dwell- 
ing place  in  the  earth  ;    all  confpired  to  give 
them  ideas  of  independence  fcarcely  compat- 
ible with  any  degree  of  allegiance  to  the  King; 
whilil  on  the  other  hand,  v^rhether  from  a  de- 
fire  of  freeing  the  realm  of  fubjeds  whom  he 
confidered  as  its  enemies,  or  from  a  want  of 
forefight  of  the  full  extent  of  his  grant  under 
the  future  circumftances  of  the  Colony,   or 
from  whatever  motive,  the  King  had  conceded 
by  his  charter,  fo  much  power  to  the  colonifts, 
at  leaft  according  to  their  conftrudion  of  it, 
as  left  him  little  or  no  control  over  thefe  dif- 
tant  fubjedls.     In  fearching  for  the  caufes  of 
the  lofs  of  the  firft  charter,  thefe  circumftances 
feem  greatly  to  explain  the  fubjed:.     Inciden- 
tal occafions  and  events  ferved  to  diredl  the 
manner  in  which  the  controverfy  was  con- 
duced ;   but  whilft  rights  exifted  fo  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  prerogatives  of  the  monarch, 
as  they  had  been   generally  underftood  by 
him,  they  could   not  but  be  deftined  by  one 
means  or  another  to  be  deftroyed  :  and  it 
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happened,  that  the  fpirit  and  inflexibility  of 
the  colonifls  at  this  early  period  rather  tended 
to  furniih  opportunies  for  this  defign  to  take 
efFed,  than  to  overcome  the  pov/er  of  the 
crown. 

The  firft  attempt  upon  the  charter  was 
made  in  the  year  1635,  when  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges,  to  whom  the  province  of  Mame  had 
been  granted,  and  Capt.  Mafon,  the  proprietor 
of  lands  betw^een  that  province  and  Maffa- 
chufetts,  projeded  a  plan  of  dividing  New- 
England  into  twelve  lordfhips,  under  the  di- 
redion  of  a  general  governor.  This  bufi- 
nefs  feems  to  have  made  great  progrefs  at 
court,  but  never  to  have  produced  any  real 
divifion  of  the  country,  or  material  injury  to 
the  rights  of  the  fettlers, 

In  the  fame  year  a  commiffion  was  iflued 
to  the  great  officers  of  the  crown,  at  the  head 
of  whom  was  archbifhop  Laud,  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Colonies,  which,  among  other 
things,  contained  a  power  of  revoking  any 
patent  or  other  writing,  or  any  privileges  or 
liberties  granted  by  the  crown  concerning  the 
planting  of  the  Colonies.  In  1638,  an  order 
was  tranfmitted  by  them  to  governor  Win- 
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throp  to  fend  over  the  patent ;  and  they  were 
threatened,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  to  move  his  Maj- 
efty  to  re-affume  the  whole  plantation  into  his 
hands.  A  procefs  was  carried  a  great  length 
againft  the  charter,  but  no  judgment  finally 
given  againft  all  the  patentees.  The  General 
Court  fent  an  humble  addrefs,  in  which  they 
dared  not  queftion  their  lordlhips'  power,  but 
prayed  for  his  Majefty's  clemency.  The 
caufe  of  the  order  as  exprefTed  in  it,  was  the 
frequent  petitions  and  complaints  of  the  plant- 
ers and  traders  in  New-England,  for  want  of 
a  fettled  and  orderly  government  there.  Per- 
haps the  real  caufe  was  owing  to  the  effedts  of 
the  fettlement  on  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
which  the  removal  of  the  patent  had,  by  this 
time,  made  evident, 

Thefe  petitions  and  complaints,  which  never 
ceafed  to  rife  up  againft  the  country  till  the 
charter  was  deftroyed,  proceeded  from  various 
caufes.  It  was  the  misfortune  of  New-En- 
gland, that  the  geography  of  the  country  was 
fo  little  known  to  thofe  who  claimed  the 
propriety  of  it  in  England,  that  the  bounds 
of  their  grants  never  could  be  afcertained, 
nor  any  rational  conftrudion  be  put  upon 
them,    without  throwing    them   upon    each 
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other,  and  fo  raifing  a  multitude  of  interfering 
claims.  The  Colony  was  therefore  in  difpute 
with  all  its  bordering  neighbours  ;  and  from 
the  nature  of  thefe  controverfies,  perhaps  too 
from  the  fuperior  ftrength  and  influence  of 
the  Colony,  there  could  be  no  probability  of 
their  being  terminated  to  the  fatisfad:ion  of 
all  the  parties.  This  ferved  to  excite  the 
other  Colonies,  as  well  as  individual  grantees, 
to  complain  againil  MafTachufetts  to  the  crown. 

To  this  clafs  of  complainants  we  may  add 
particular  perfons  who  were  fuppofed  to  fuf- 
fer  from  the  judicial  decifions  of  their  govern- 
ment ;  the  natives  of  the  country  who  ex- 
preflTed  their  difcontent  at  what  they  aflferted 
to  be  breaches  of  faith  and  intolerable  oppref- 
fions  ;*  and  the  various  diffenters,  who  could 
not  but  arife  in  a  community  fo  particular  in 
the  fundamental  principles  of  its  political  and 
religious  conftitution. 

Whether  all  or  any  of  thefe  various  com- 
plainants had  grounds  for  their  accufations  or 
not,  it  is  foreign  to  our  plan  to  examine  : 
and  probably  the  mere  exiftence  of  thefe  con- 
troverfies  was  more  the  caufe  of  the  confe- 
quences  which  followed,  by  affording  an  oc- 
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cafion  to  examine  into  the  Hate  of  the  coun- 
try, than  the  merits  of  the  fubje£ts  in  difpute. 

After  the  decapitation  of  King  Charles  I. 
however,  the  confufed  fituation  of  England 
prevented  any  particular  attention  to  the  Col- 
ony, till  Cromwell's  government.  The  very 
qualities  which  exifted  in  the  character  of  the 
inhabitants  to  render  them  difpleafing  to  the 
late  King,  operated  as  much  with  the  Prote(5tor 
in  their  favour  ;  and  he  diverted  all  the  com- 
plaints of  their  enemies  againft  them.  Yet 
he  procured  the  Navigation  A&  to  be  paffed 
by  the  Parliament,  which  was  a  fource  of  fu- 
ture difficulty  to  the  Colony,  though  it  was 
evaded  in  New-England  at  firft,  as  they  ftill 
Hutchinfon.  ^^^^ed  in  all  parts,  and  enjoyed  a  privilege 
peculiar  to  themfelves,  •  of  importing  their 
goods  into  England  free  of  all  cuftoms. 

Upon  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  11. 
the  old  jealoufy  of  their  principles  revived  ; 
and  in  the  year  1661,  they  received  an  order 
that  perfons  fhould  be  fent  over  to  anfwer  to 
complaints  againft  the  Colony,  with  which 
they  complied,  and  fent  an  addrefs  by  their 
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The  refult  of  this  agency  feemed  not  un- 
favourable to  the  Colony,  as  they  received  a 
letter  from  the  King,  confirming  and  offering 
to  renew  their  charter,  tendering  pardon  to 
all  his  fubjeds,  except  fuch  as  flood  attainted, 
for  all  offences  ;  but  requiring  the  following 
conditions,  that  all  laws  made  in  the  late 
troubles,  derogatory  to  the  royal  authority  and 
government,  fhould  be  repealed ;  that  the  rules 
of  the  charter  for  adminiftering  the  oath  of 
allegiance  be  obferved  ;  that  the  adminiflra- 
tion  of  juflice  be  in  the  King's  name  ;  and 
charging  the  government  that  freedom,  and 
liberty  of  confcience  in  the  ufe  of  the  book  of 
common  prayer,  be  allowed  ;  that  all  perfons 
of  good  and  honefl  lives  and  converfatlons  be 
admitted  to  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fup- 
per  according  to  it  ;  with  an  exception, 
however,  to  any  indulgence  to  Quakers. 
The  letter  alfo  enjoined  impartiality  in  the 
choice  of  magiftrates  ;  that  their  wifdom  and 
integrity  alone  fhould  be  confidered,  without 
regard  to  any  fadion  with  reference  to  their 
opinion  or  profeffion  ;  that  all  freeholders  of 
competent  eftates,  not  vicious  in  their  lives 
and  orthodox  in  religion  (though  of  different 
perfuafions  concerning  church  government) 
Ihould  be  admitted  to  vote  ;  and  that  at  the 
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next  General  Court  this  letter  iliould  be  com- 
municated and  publifhed. 

Thele  feem  to  be  the  terms  on  which  the 
privileges  of  the  Colony  were  to  be  continu- 
ed :  and  we  can  account   for  their  not  being 
promptly  complied  with,  only  by  recurring 
to  the  ideas  of  the  colonifls,   concerning  the 
nature  and  extent  of  their  allegiance  and  ob- 
ligations  to   the   Britifh    crown.     A  people 
who  were   of  opinion  that  their  common- 
wealth was  eftablifhed  by  free  confent ;  that 
the  place  of  their  habitation  was  their  own  ; 
that  no  man  had  a  right  to  enter  into  their 
fociety  without  their  permiffion  ;    that  they 
had  the  full  and  abfolute  power  of  governing 
all  the  people  by  men   chofen  from  among 
themfelves,  and  according  to  fuch  laws  as  they 
ihould  fee  fit  to  eflabliih,   not   repugnant  to 
thcfe  of  England,  they  paying  only  the  fifth 
part  of  the  ore  of  gold  and  filver  that  fhould 
be  there  found,  for  all  duties,  demands,  exac- 
tions and  fervice  whatfoever  ;  of  courfe,  that 
they  held  the  keys  of  their  territory,  and  had 
a  right  to  prefcribe  the  terms  of  naturaliza- 
tion to  all  noviciates  :*  fuch  a  people,  I  fay, 
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to  the  admiflion  of  inhabitants  ;  and  their  addrefs  to  the 
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whatever  alterations  they' might  make  hi  their 
poUty,  from  reafon  and  convi6licn,  of  their 
own  motion,  v/ould  not  he  eafily  led  to  com- 
ply with  the  fame  changes,  v/hen  required  hy 
a  King  to  whom  they  held  themfelves  fub- 
jed:,  and  upon  whofe  authority  they  were 
dependen:,  only  according  to  their  charter  : 
and  we  fhall  find  that  their  compliance  was, 
accordingly,  flow  and  occafional,  as  neceflPity 
impelled  them  to  make  it. 

In  the  next  feflion  of  the  General  Court, 
all  procefles  were  directed  to  be  carried  on  in 
his  Majefl:y's  name  ;  the  letter  was  commit- 
ted for  confideration,  till  the  fubfequent  fit- 
ting ;  all  the  inhabitants  were  invited  to  give 
their  opinions  upon  it ;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  publiflied,  but  with  an  exprefs  injunc- 
tion, that  all  afbing  upon  it  fhould  be  fuf- 
pended,  until  the  next  feflion  fliould  take 
place. 

The  imperfefl:  and  reludlant  manner  In 
which  the  King's  letter  of  1662  was  obeyed, 
or  fome  other  caufe,  occafioned  a  commifllon 
to  be  ifliied  (April  5th.  1664)  to  four  perfons, 
of  whom  one  was  an  inveterate  enemy  to  the 
Colony,  to  hear  all  complaints  and  appeals  in 
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all  matters,  military,  criminal  and  civil,  and  to 
fettle  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  country, 
according  to  their  found  difcretions.  This 
commifficn  placed  the  management  of  the 
controverfy  in  a  much  more  mortifying  and 
critical  fituation  than  it  flood  before ;  as  not 
only  the  merits  of  the  difpute  were*to  be  fet- 
tled, but  the  place  and  manner  of  fettling 
them  feemed  derogatory  to  the  government  5 
?.nd  all  the  accidental  mifunderftandings,  nat-. 
urally  engendered  by  a  jealoufy  of  their  im^ 
portance  on  the  part  of  the  commiffioners, 
^nd  by  an  indignation  at  being  called  before 
fellow-fubjefts,  to  anfvver  to  every  complaint 
that  could  be  folicited  againft  them,  on  the 
part  of  the  court,  w^ere  added  to  embarrafs  ^ 
bufinefs;,  ptherwife  fufEciently  perplexed. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  ccmmiilioners,  the 
General  Court  altered  the  law  that  all  free-' 
men  fhould  be  church  members,  as  has  been 
mentioned  ;  ^nd,  having  refolved  to  bear  faith 
and  true  allegiance  to  his  Majefty  and  adhere 
to  their  patent,  they  agreed  upon  an  addrefs 
to  the  King,  in  v/hich  they  fet  forth  their 
rights  under  their  patent,  and  the  exercife  of 
^"n  government  for  above  thirty  years ; 
ranees  of  favour  which  they  had  re- 
ceived 
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eeived  from  the  crown ;  and,  as  for  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  King's  letter  of  1662  of  a  civil 
and  religious  nature,  they  faid  they  had  ap- 
plied themfelves  to  the  utmoft  to  fatisfy  his 
Majefty,  as  far  as  did  confift  with  confcience 
of  their  duty  toward  God,  and  the  juft  liber- 
ties ^nd  privileges,  of  their  patent.  They 
fhewed  the  appointment  of  the  commiffioners 
with  the  powers  they  poffeffed  to  be  againft 
the  fundamental  privilege  of  their  charter^ 
and  prognofticated  that,  ihould  they  proceed, 
it  would  end  in  the  fubverfion  of  their  alL 
They  fiiggefted  that  the  objedt  was  to  gratify 
fome  individuals  by  livings  and  revenues, 
who,  however,  would  be  difappointed  in. 
the  refult,  through  the  poverty  of  the 
country  ;  and  if  by  taking  fuch  meafures,  the 
people  fhould  be  driven  out  of  the  land  (for 
they  never  would  coalefce  in  them)  it  would 
be  hard  to  find  others  who  would  endure  the 
fame.  They  m.aintained  that  the  body  of 
the  people  were  fatisfied  with  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  in  regard  to  his  Majefty,  they  ac- 
knowledged a  juft  dependence  and  fubje£tion 
according  to  their  charter. 

This  addrefs  had  no  tendency  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  the  commiffioners,  who,  among 

many 
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many  other  things,  urged  a  compliance  with 
all  the  particulars  of  his  Majefty's  letter 
of  1663. 

The  General  Court  ordered  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  be  taken  by  all  freemen  and 
other  houfeholders  in  the  form  prefcribed  by 
the  Charter,  which  ftated  the  allegiance  as 
qualified  by,  if  not  the  refult  of,  the  charter 
and  colonial  government.  As  the  word  of 
God  was  the  rule  of  trying  offences  in  their 
temporal  affairs,  fo  they  diredted  their  clergy 
to  make  it  the  rule  of  ecclefiaflical  privileges, 
which  they  confidered  as  a  fufficient  compli- 
ance with  the  demands  for  liberty  of  con- 
fciencc  in  matters  of  religion. 

They  declared,  that  hearing  and  determin- 
Uig  appeals  from  their  judgments  was  in- 
compatible with  their  charter.  This  of  ne- 
cefTity  led  to  a  denial  of  the  commiflion  in  a 
mofl  efTential  point :  and  they  explicitly 
avowed  this  denial,  when  the  commifTioners 
began  to  exercife  their  appellant  judiciary 
power,  which  the  court  protefled  againfl, 
and  foon  terminated  all  further  proceedings 
of  this  reprobated  tribunal. 

If 
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If  the  General  Court  a(Sted  with  lefs  com- 
pliance than  their  fituation  required,  the  nar- 
rative of  the  commifrioners   breathed   a  mofl 
exafperated   fpirit.     Even   the    college    and 
its  corporation  were  held  up  as  the  fource  of 
fchifm  and  rebellion.     Perhaps  the   want  of 
dignity  and  moderation  was  one  caufe  of  its 
not  having  a  more  immediate  and    decifive 
operation  upon  the  Colony.    However,on  the 
loth.  of  April,  1666,  the  King  iffued  an  or- 
der, requiring  the  General  Court  to  fend  per- 
fons  to  be  heard   refped:ing  the   complaints 
againft  the  Colony,  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mifIioners,and  to  receive  hisMajefly's  pleafure 
thereon;  but  they  declined  to  comply  with  this, 
and  re-affumed  the  jurifdi6tion  of  the  province 
of  Maine,  which  the  commifEoners  had  put 
under  the  government  of  the  King,  until  his 
pleafure  fhould  be   known,  and  which   the 
King,  by  his  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Maine 
of  June  nth.  1 664,  had  ordered  to  be  reftored 
to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  as  the  proprietor. 

Againft  this  want  of  compliance  with  the 
King's  order,  the  commiffioners  failed  not  to 
proteft^  though  without  effed:  ;  but  in  1 676, 
agents  were  chofen  to  anfwer  to  the  com- 
plaints which  Gorges  and  Mafon  preferred 

againft 


againft  the  Colony :  and  affairs  began  to 
wear  fo  ferious  an  afpedt,  as  to  influence  the 
meafures  of  the  government;  and  in  1679, 
certain  difputed  points  were  no  longer  main- 
tained. The  General  Court  ordered  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  be  taken  without  refervation  ; 
they  palTed  an  ad:  for  punifhing  high  treafon 
with  death  ;  they  ordered  the  King's  arms  to 
be  fet  up  ;  and,  although  they  informed  their 
agents  that  they  apprehended  the  laws  of 
trade  to  be  an  invafion  of  their  rights,  as  they 
were  not  reprefented  in  Parliament,  yet  they 
yielded  compliance  to  them  alfo. 

But  if  a  moment  of  accommodation  ever 
exifted  it  feems  now  to  have  been  paffed- 
Their  agents  were  difmiffed  with  a  letter  from 
the  King  of  July  4th.  1679,  requiring  that 
agents  fhould  be  fent  over  in  fix  months  to 
anfwer  what  was  undetermined,  repeating  the 
fubftance  of  the  letter  of  1662;  demanding 
that  the  Colony  fhould  aflign  to  his  Majefty 
the  province  of  Maine,  which  they  had  pur- 
chafed  of  the  heirs  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges, 
upon  their  being  repaid  the  fum  of  j{*.  1200 
fterling,  the  amount  of  the  purchafe  money  ; 
and  that  they  ihould  recal  all  commiffions; 
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for  governing  that  part  of  New-Hampfiilr'e 
which  was  granted  to  Mafon. 

Obedience  was  fhewn  to  all  the  requifitions 
of  this  letter  except  the  fending  of  agents, 
which  they  cxcufed  themfelves  from  doing, 
on  account  of  their  poverty  occafioned  by 
the  late  expenfive  war,  and  the  aihgning  of  the 
province  of  Maine,  concerning  which  they 
were  filent*  This  negled:  was  the  fubjed:  of 
a  royal  letter  the  next  year,  which  required 
them  to  fend  the  agents  in  three  months ; 
and  on  the  2ifti  of  Odlober,  1681,  the  King 
wrote  again,  acquainting  them  of  complaints 
that  his  collector  had  not  been  able  to  execute 
his  office,  and  requiring  that  fit  perfons  be 
fent  over  without  delay  to  anfwer  thefe  com- 
plaints, with  powers  to  fubmit  to  fuch  regula- 
tions of  government  as  his  Majefty  fhould 
think  fit,  and  that  appeals  fhould  be  admitted* 

tn  the  anfwer  of  the  General  Court  they 
denied  the  charge  refpedting  the  collector,  but 
hoped  that  the  fubjed  of  admitting  appeals 
w^ould  be  further  coiifideredi  However,  the 
choice  of  agents  was  to  be  no  longer  defer-- 
red,  yet  their  inflru(ftions  to  the  agents  were, 
not  to  do  or  confent  to  any  thing  that  fhould 

G  violate 


violate  or  infringe  the  liberties  and  privileges 
granted  by  charter,  or  the  government  there- 
by eftablifhed. 

Upon  infpeftlng  the  powers  of  the  agents 
in  England,  they  were  found  to  be  inade- 
quate to  what  was  required  ;  and  the  council 
ordered,  that  unlefs  fuch  fliould  be  fpeedily 
obtained,  a  quo  warranto  fhould  iffue  againft 
the  charter.  This  being  ftated  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  by  their  agents,  left  them  to  decide, 
whether  the  interefts  of  the  country  were  to 
be  befl:  ferved  by  refigning  the  government 
to  his  Majeily's  pleafure,  or  by  ftanding  the 
iffue  of  the  threatened  procefs.  Such  a  dilem- 
ma was  truly  interefting,  and  awakened  all 
the  feelings  of  the  people.  The  danger  was 
rather  irritating  than  difmaying  in  its  opera- 
tion ;  and  the  majority,  difdaining  the  idea  of 
political  fuicide,  were  for  leaving  the  charter 
to  the  diredlion  of  its  fate.  The  General 
Court  agreed  upon  an  addrefs  for  themfelves, 
and  another  to  be  figned  by  the  inhabitants, 
to  be  prefented  to  the  King  by  the  agents,  or 
withheld,  at  their  difcretion  :  but  they  were 
inffrudled  not  to  give  up  the  deeds  of  the 
province  of  Maine  unlefs  it  would  fave  the 

charter ; 


51 


charter ;  and  to  make  no  conceflions  of  any 
charter  privileges  conferred  on  the  Colony. 

From  this  period  we  may  date  the  origin 
of  two  parties,  the  patiiots  and  prerogative 
men,  between  whom,  coiKroverfy  fcarcely  in- 
termitted, and  was  never  ended  until  the 
reparation  of  the  two  countries.  Such  as 
were  for  adhering  to  their  patent  naturally 
won  the  feelings  of  the  people,  and  received 
their  confidence  in  proportion  to  their  zeal  ; 
whilfl:  fuch  as  hoped  to  afluage  a  power  which, 
in  their  opinion,  couid  not  at  this  period  be 
overcome,  were  fubje£t  to  the  reproach  of 
cowardice^  or  felf-interefted  motives. 

This  appearing  to  be  the  difpofition  of  the 
Colony,  it  was  determined  that  a  quo  war- 
ranto ihould  iffue,  and  the  agents  returned  to 
Bofton  on  the  23d.  of  Odober,  1683.  In  a 
few  days  after  them  the  procefs  arrived,  with 
a  declaration  from  the  King,  that  in  cafe  of  a 
full  fubmiffion  from  the  Colony,  before  pro- 
fecution,  he  would  regulate  their  charter  for 
his  fervice  as  well  as  their  good,  making  no 
further  alterations  than  Ihould  be;  neceffary 
for  the  fupport  of  his  government.  This  pro- 
pofition  divided  the  legiflature.  The  Governor 
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and  major  part  of  the  afliftants  voted  not  to 
contend  in  law,  but  to  fubmit  to  the  pleafurQ 
of  the  King  ;  but  the  reprefentatives,  after  a 
fortnight's  confideration,  refufed  to  give  this 
vote  their  concurrence  ;  and  a  letter  of  attor- 
Hutchinfon.  ncy  was  fent  to  a  fuitable  perfon  to  appear 
and  anfwer  in  behalf  of  the  Colony, 

It  feems  that  this  procefs  was  ilTued  from 
the  Court  of  King's  bench,  where  the  attor- 
ney was  accordingly  authorifed  to  appear  ; 
but  for  fome  reafon  or  other  proceedings  were 
not  further  profecuted  there,  and  a  fcire 
facias  was  ifiued  againft  the  Colony  from  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  on  the  i6s:h.  day  of  April, 
and  was  not  received  until  the  return  day 
had  expired  ;  by  means  of  which,  judgment 
was  given   againft  the  Colony  on  the    i8th. 

^^""^V"  d'  J^^^>  1684,  fubjed:  to  an  appearance  and  de- 

Preface.       feucc  at  the  next  term,  without  their  being 

heard,  or  receiving  timely  notice  to  appear. 

Thus  fell  the  good  old  charter,  valuable  for 
its  defedts  fo  happily  fupplied,  as  well  as  its 
powers.  But  with  it  fell  not  the  habits  it 
had  engendered,  nor  the  principles  which  the 
fettlement  of  the  country  had  infpired.  Thefe 
were  for  a  time  flightly  hidden  in  its  fall,  but 
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foon  fprung  up  again  more  deeply  rooted, 
and  renovated  with  perennial  ftrength  :  nor 
have  they  cealed  to  flourifh  till,  in  their  turn, 
they  have  overrun,  and  probahly  forever 
buried,  every  germ  of  defpotifm  and  royal 
authority,  in  this  republican  foil^. 
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CHAP.     III. 

Androfs''s  admhilftration — Charter  of  William 
and  Mary — Controverfies  about  the  injlruc-' 
fions  for  fettling  and  fxi?jg  the  Governor  s 
falary, 

TVrOTKING  could  have  better  juftlfied  thq 
jealoufy  which  the  people  had  enter- 
tained of  their  charter-rights,  however  it  may 
increafe  our  admiration  at  the  want  of  pliancy 
in  the  earlv  flaees  of  defending  them,  than  the 
adminiftration  which  fucceeded  the  affump- 
tion  of  the  government  by  the  crown.  James 
II.  who  was  at  this  time  on  the  throne,  ap- 
pointed Sir  Edmund  Androfs  Governor  of 
the  Colony,  and  vefced  him  and  his  council 
with  all  the  legiflative  and  executive  powers. 
The  firft   appearance  of  this  Governor  was 
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abated  by  the  more  dreadful  idea  which  had 
taken  place,  that  Kirk,  a  moft  bloody  inftru- 
ment  of  tyranny,  was  to  have  had  the  com- 
miffion.  But  the  fubtleties  and  rigour  of 
defpotifm  foon  convinced  this  free  people  of 
the  change  that  was  operating  in  the  ground- 
work of  their  liberties.  He  held  that  their 
lands  had  been  given  by  the  King  on  condi- 
tions not  performed  ;  and  that,  upon  the  lofs 
of  the  charter,  the  foil  reverted  to  the  crown. 
By  this  feudal  principle,  he  endeavoured  to 
create  a  neceffity  for  the  renewal  of  every 
man's  title  to  his  real  eftate,  which,  in  faft, 
made  him  the  vender  of  the  lands  at  his  own 
price  5  fmce  the  fees  of  office  for  confirming 
titles  were  at  firft  unlimited,  and  when  eftab- 
lifhed  by  law,  were  fixed  at  the  moft  unrea- 
fonable  rates.  He  levied  taxes  without  the 
confent  of  the  people,  and  punilhed  with 
feverity  fuch  as  refufed  obedience.  The 
rights  of  the  fubjedl  in  criminal  trials  were 
grofsly  violated,  and  the  corporate  powers  of 
the  towns,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  al- 
lowed to  meet  but  qiice  aniiually,  and  that 
for  fpecial  purpofes  only,  were  fwept  away 
with  the  charter.  The  people  were  told  by 
the  judges  in  open  court,  that  they  had  no 
more  privileges  left  them,  than  not  to  be  fold 
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for  flaves,  and  that  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of 
England  did  not  follow  them  to  the  end  of 
the  earth  :  and  this  they,  in  fad:,  found  to  be 
true,  though  their  diftance  did  not  exempt 
them  from  the  penalties. 

Happily  for  them,  the  revolution  in  the 
mother  country  in  1688,  afforded  an  exam- 
ple which  they  wanted  not  fpirit  to  imitate. 
Upon  hearing  of  the  Prince  of  Orange's  land- 
ing in  England,  whilft  his  fuccefs  was  wholly 
doubtful,  they  affembled  in  arms,  imprlfoned 
the  Governor  and  his  affociates,  and  re-af- 
fumed  their  government,  in  the  form  in 
which  it  exifted  under  the  charter.  Sir  Ed-^ 
mund  Androfs  and  his  coadjutors  were  after- 
wards fent  home,  to  receive  fuch  punifhment 
as  the  King  and  Parliament  fhould  think 
meet  for  their  crimes  ;  but,  under  pretence 
of  the  charges  exhibited  againft  them  before 
the  King  and  Council  not  being  figned  by 
the  colonial  agents,  both  parties  were  difmifE- 
cd,  and  this  tyrant  of  New-England  was  af- 
terwards appointed  Governor  of  Virginia. 

No  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions  had  more 
to  expe£t  from  the  acceffion  of  William  and 
Mary  to  the  throne  than  the  people  of  Maf- 
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iachiifetts.  By  tlie  privation  of  their  charted 
they  were  thrown  upon  the  mercy  of  thd 
crown.  Then*  rights  feemed  to  be  confider- 
cd  as  {o  effentially  dependent  upon  this,  that, 
when  it  was  deilroyed,  they  ftood  not  upon 
the  footing  of  their  brethren  at  home.  They 
Gonftituted  no  part  of  a  ParUament,  which 
was  the  natural  guardian  of  the  national  lib- 
erty againft  regal  encroachments.  They 
could  neither  purchafe  privileges  by  adminif- 
tering  to  royal  profufion,  nor  gain  an  influ- 
ence by  adding  to  the  weight  of  fadlon. 
Placed  beyond  a  commanding  diftance,  they 
had  only  to  plead  their  fervices  In  extending 
the  Britiili  dominions,  and  In  dlfFufmg  the 
dodirines  of  Chrlftianity  am.ong  the  Idolaters 
of  the  wildernefs.  But  a  prince  educated  iri 
the  nlilltary  habits  of  King  William,  and  with 
whom  the  reflorlng  of  the  rights  of  his  new 
fubjeds  was,  perhaps,  a  fecondary  motive,  in 
accepting  their  throne,  to  that  of  humbling  a 
rival  crown,  could  not  again  commit  all  the 
powers  of  government  into  the  hands  of  the^ 
colonifts.- 

The  fubjedsof  dlfpute  therefore  Inforrrier 
years,  it  was  to  be  expedted  would  be  fettled 
in  favour  of  the  crown.     Accordingly,  whefi 
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at  the  reqiieft  of  the  colonial  agents,  a  new 
charter  was  granted,  a  fufficient  guarantee  was 
inferted  in  favour  of  the  members  of  the 
Church  of  England,  by  a  claufe  allov/ing  lib- 
erty of  confcience  in  the  worfhip  of  God  to 
all  Chriftians  excepting  Papifts  ;  appeals  to 
the  King  and  council  were  fupported  in  all 
perfonal  actions  above  three  hundred  pounds 
fl:erling  in  value ;  and  the  exercife  of  admi- 
ralty jurifdidtion  Vv^as  refer ved  to  the  crown. 
But  the  great  reitraint  laid  upon  the  Province 
confifted  in  the  appointment  of  the  Governor, 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  fecretary  by  the 
King  ;  vefting  the  Governor  with  a  negative 
upon  all  laws  and  elections  made  by  the 
council  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives  ;  and 
fubjed;ing  the  laws,  even  when  thus  fanc- 
tioned,  to  rejedion  by  the  King,  within  the 
term  of  three  years  from  their  paffing.  Be- 
fides  thofe  aforementioned,  the  differences 
between  the  old  charter  and  the  new,  con- 
fifted in  an  exprefs  authority  for  exercifmg 
powers  which  had  been  in  conftant  ufe  from 
fuppofed  neceffary  implication.  Thefe  were 
the  privilege  of  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives  as 
a  branch  of  the  legiflature,  the  levying  of 
taxes  and  erecting  courts  for  the  trial  of  capi- 
tal crimes,  and  the  probate  of  wills  and  grant- 
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ing  of  adminlftrations  on  inteftate  eflates, 
which  were  exprefsly  given  to  the  Governor 
and  council. 

Whilfl  the  privileges  of  the  people  were 
thus  diminiihed,  the  territory  of  the  Province 
was  enlarged.  The  colony  of  New-Plym- 
outh, the  province  of  Maine,  and  the  coun- 
try of  Nova-Scotia,  with  the  lands  between 
the  two  latter,  were  joined  to  MafTachufetts, 
and  formed  an  extenfive  trad:  of  not  lefs  than 
eight  hundred  miles  in  length. 

Out  of  this  fpacious  domain,  the  only  new 
refervations  made  were  the  timber  fuitable 
for  the  mafts  of  the  royal  navy,  and  grants  of 
land  between  the  river  of  Sagadahock  and 
the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence  and  Canada  rivers, 
which  were  not  to  be  valid  without  the 
King's  approbation. 

In  order  to  reconcile  the  Inhabitants  to 
their  new  charter,  the  nomination  of  the  firlt 
Governor  was  left  to  their  agents  in  England, 
with  the  reftridion  only  of  his  being  a  mili- 
tary charafter.  Sir  William  Phips,  a  native  of 
the  province  of  Maine,  who  had  com- 
manded the  forces  that  took  Port  Royal  and 
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conduced  the  Canada  expedition   ill  1690, 
was  therefore  appointed  to   the  office.     Du- 
ring his  fhort  adminiftration,  no    important 
difpute  upon  the  rights  of  the  Colony  ap- 
peared,  and,   in  the  abfence  of  the  Earl  of 
Bellamont,    who    was    his    fuccefibr,    when 
Lieutenant-Governor   Stoughton    was   com- 
mander in  chief,  the  continual  hoiliiities  v/ith 
which  the  Province  was  furrounded,  engroff- 
ed  the  general   attention.     Upon  his  Lord- 
ihip's  exercifmg  the  functions  of  his  office  in 
perfon,  the   liberality   of  the  General  Court 
prevented  any  complaints  refpeding  his  iala- 
ry ;  but  upon  the  appointment  of  Governor 
Dudley,  the  crown,  realizing  a  fecurity  for 
enforcing  its  inilrudtions  to  the  Governors,  in 
their  dependence  upon  its  authority,  and  hav- 
ing vefted  them  with  ample  powers  by  the 
new  charter,  had  only  to  render  their  falaries 
permanent,  to  eftablifh  its   control  over  the 
proceedings  of  the   legiflature.     He  accord- 
ingly   produced   inllru^tions,  among   other 
things,  that  the  falaries  of  the  Governor  and 
Lieutenant-Governor,    for    the    tim.e  being, 
fhould  be   fettled  and   fixed  ;  but  the  confe- 
quence  of  this  was  too  well   underilood  for 
the  meafure  to  be  adopted,  and  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives,  having  declared  that  it  would 
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be  of  no  fervice  to  her  Majefty's  intereft  to 
comply  with  the  inftrudions,  the  council  alfo 
advifed  directly  againft  it. 

After  Governor   Shute  had  found  his  in-^ 
ftrudtions  for   encouraging  Britiih  manufac- 
tures thwarted  by  a  propofed  impoft  on  Enr- 
gliih  goods,  and  had  fuffered  a  diminution  of 
his  falary  both  in  the   nominal  fum  granted 
to  him  and  in  the  depreciation  of  the  curren-* 
cy,   he   produced  a  like  inflrudtion  with   no 
better     fuccefs.       Controverfies     multiplied. 
His  right  of  negativing  the  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  was  denied,  and  they 
affumed  the   right  of  adjourning  for  a  week 
without  his  knowledge.     His  powers  as  com^ 
mander    in    chief  were    ufurped    by    them. 
They  refufed  granting  fabrics  until  he  had 
a6led   upon  the  proceedings  of  the  General 
Court  ;  and,  in  fine,  rendered  him  fo  uneafy 
in  his  government,  as  to  compel  him  to  re- 
turn to  England  with  complaints  againft  the 
Province  ;   of  which  the  refult  was,  that  the 
government  of  the  Province  was  obliged  to 
accept  an  explanatory  charter,  dated  Auguft 
1 2th.  1 724,  confirming  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
ernor to  approve  or  difapprove  of  the  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe,  and  declaring  their  right    of 
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adjourning  witliout  his  confcnt  to  mean  only 
from  clay  to  day,  or,  at  mQil  for  a  term  not 
pxcecding  two  days. 

The  great  theme  of  Governor  Burnet'3 
adminiftration  was  thefabjed:  of  htieation,  in 
which  his  predeceiTors  had  been  fo  unfuccefs- 
ful.  He  entered  into  it  fully  and  with  fpirit. 
Yet  his  exertion^  were  not  only  ineffecStual, 
but  he  moft  probably  deftroyed  an  amiable 
life,  by  the  exercifes  and  agitations  of  fo  un-r 
grateful  a  contention. 

Governor  Belcher  came  into  office  w^ith 
confiderable  advantages  from  the  ftruggies  of 
thofe  who  had  gone  before  him  :  for,  although 
the  General  Court  had  hitherto  perfevered  in 
refufmg  to  eftabliih  a  falary,  yet  the  contro- 
verfy  in  other  points  had  terminated  againft 
them  ;  and  they  were  evidently  willing  to  do 
more,  particularly  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
grant,  than  when  they  firil  entered  upon  the 
difpute. 

Finding,  however,  that  the  General  Court 
would  not  recede  from  their  relolution  againft 
fettling  a  falary   upon  the  Governor  for  the 
tiijie  being,  he  directed  his  exertions  to  pro- 
curing 
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curing  an  eftablifliment  during  his  continu- 
ance in  office.  But,  after  flattering  profpeds 
of  fucceeding  thus  far,  he  failed  even  in  this, 
and  thenceforth  gave  up  all  ideas  of  carrying 
the  meafure.  He  finally  obtained  leave  of 
the  crown  to  accept  fuch  fums  as  fhould  be 
granted  ;  and  fo  terminated,  for  this  time, 
one  of  the  moft  memorable  conflicts  between 
the  crown  and  the  Province,  which  its  politi- 
cal hiftory  hitherto  affords.  When  in  fub- 
fequent  years,  the  fcheme  for  rendering  the 
Governor  independent  of  the  people  was 
revived,  in  connexion  with  extenfive  plans 
for  fubjugating  the  country,  controverfies  of 
this  nature  were  fuperfeded,  by  his  being  paid 
immediately  by  the  King  himfelf,  out  of  the 
*  royal  exchequer. 

It  was  the  good  fortune  of  Governor  Shir- 
ley's adminiftration,  that,  although  parties 
exifted  who  had  given  much  trouble  to  the 
chair,  and  had  exercifed  the  deepeft  arts  of 
intrigue  in  difplacing  Governor  Belcher,  yet 
he  found  the  means  of  oppofing  them  to  each 
other,  and  gradually  drawing  them  from  the 
objeds  to  which  they  w^ere  attached.  But 
he  was  foon  affifted  by  a  more  fure  and  gen- 
eral principle.  In  the  hatred  of  the  French  and 

the 


63 


the  indignation  entertained  at  their  encroach- 
ments. This  feemed  ingrafted  in  every- 
one's mind  in  connexion  with  the  fafety  of 
the  Province;  and  animated  all  to  exertions 
for  the  eflential  fervice  of  the  crow^n  and 
country,  in  which  the  fmallcr  and  lefs  hon- 
ourable confiderations  of  pany  interefts  were 
fwallowed  up. 

CHAR     IV. 

Military  charaEler  of  the  people^^Philip^s 
ivar — Various  expeditions — Taking  of  Cape 
Breton  in  1745 — Peace  of  Aix  la  Chappelle 
in  1748. 

TN  reviewing  the  early  hiftory  of  Maflachu- 
"^  fetts,  it  is  impoffible  to  pafs  by  the  military 
characSter  of  its  inhabitants.  Modern  igno- 
rance, againft  the  influence  of  climate,  the 
habits  of  conflant  danger,  and  the  ftock  from 
which  they  originated,  has,  for  a  moment, 
pretended,  that  they  were  deftitute  of  that 
degree  of  courag^e,  which  is  generally  beftow- 
ed  upon  the  other  nations  of  the  globe.  If 
this  groundlefs  afTertion  had  not  been  dis- 
proved 
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proved  by  the  vichories  tliey  have  Tince  gain- 
ed over  a  powerful  enemy,  it  would  fliill  have 
remained  unfounded  from  the  train  of  events 
in  their  more  ancient  hiftory.  If  it  can  be 
confidered  as  an  apology  for  this  fuggeftion, 
that  it  w^as  founded  on  a  comparifon  of  their 
troops  alvvays  newly  levied j  vvith  forces  of 
long  eitablifhment,  the  truth  would  be  highly 
exaggerated  ;  and  a  comparifon  of  them  with 
the  people  of  any  other  country,  under  the 
fam.e  circumftances,  would  deftroy  the  alTer- 
tion,  or  in  fome  inftances,  perhaps,  completely 
reverfe  it. 

In  fketching  this  part  of  our  fubjed:,  one 
of  the  moft  painful  ideas  wdiich  occurs  in  con- 
templating the  fettlement  of  America  by 
Europeans,  I  mean  the  decayed  and  unim- 
proved condition  of  the  natives,  will  rife  into 
view.  So  irreconcileable  is  the  favage  mind 
to  a  ftate  of  civilization,  that  one  is  almoft 
led  to  confider  it  as  in  an  inacceffible  depart- 
ment of  nature  ;  too  independent  to  be  fub- 
je6led  to  art,  and  rather  prefuming  to  com- 
pare its  bleffings  vvith  thofe  of  regular  fociety, 
than  coveting  the  more  refined  enjoyments 
which  the  latter  affords.     And,  as  though  it 
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;Tian  in  its  full  ilrength  is  too  powerful  for 
civilization,  it  is  remarkable  that,  when  the 
European  fettlers  were  introduced  to  New- 
England,  a  moft  deftrudive  malady  had  pre- 
vailed among  the  aboriginals,  which  had 
made  the  country,  comparatively,  a  deferted 
wild,  prepared  for  the  reception  of  its  foreign 
vifitors  without  immediate  confli<fl.  How- 
ever, the  remains  of  the  five  great  tribes  in 
this  country,  whofe  force  in  their  flourilliing 
ftate  might  have  amounted  to  18,000  war- 
riors, were  flill  fufficient  to  have  exterminated  cookin, 
the  EngliiGb,  had  it  not  been  for  the  inferi- 
ority of  their  arms  ;  and  perhaps  even  this 
circumftance  would  not  have  effeded  their 
conqueft,  had  they  preferved  that  m.utual  in- 
telligence and  communication  which  their 
common  intereft  required.  Fortunately  for 
the  people  of  MaiTachufetts,  either  the  com- 
mercial and  peaceable  difpofition  of  their 
tribe,  or  the  progrefs  of  civilization  and  con- 
verfion  to  Chriftianity,  which  fometimes  af- 
forded flattering  profped:s  of  fuccefs  among 
the  Indians,  preferved  the  Colony,  for  near  half 
a  century,  from  the  hoftile  fhedding  of  blood 
within  its  boundaries ;  and  fo  averfe  were 
the  natives  from  an  appearance  of  war,  that 
when  doubts  of  their  pacific  intentions  were 
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made  known,  they  removed  them  hy  a  faith- 
ful furrender  of  their   arms  ;    not  that  the 
Colony   was,  during   all  this  time,   a   quiet 
fpedlator  of  the  wars  w^hich  were  carrying  on 
without  its   limits.     In  1637,  ^^  joined  the 
forces  of  Connedlicut  and  Plymouth,  employ- 
ed in  waging  war   agalnft  the  Pequods,  who 
inhabited  a  country  near  the  mouth  of  Con- 
nedticut  River,  by  v/hich  this   martial  tribe 
was  extinguiihed.     But  this  conflict  was  at 
a   diftance,  and    peace  continued   at  home» 
whilfl:  the  principles  of  the  gofpel  were  en- 
circling the  Colony  for  near  fifty  miles  with 
a  converted  race,  who  were  the  watchmen  of 
its  fafety.     Never  were  the  labours  of  the 
primeval  apoftles  more  faithfully  copied  than 
by  the  venerable  Eliot,  and  the  other  miflion- 
aries,  who  taught  the  doctrines  of  Chriftianity 
to  the   Indians  ;  and   never  was   a  meafure 
adopted  more  prefer vative  of  the  exiftence  of 
the  Colony.     This  finally  defignated  among 
the  natives  its  friends  from  its  foes,  and  by 
enervating  their  bloody  fyftem  of  warfare, 
threw  them  upon  the   Englifh  for  defence 
againft  the  moft  dreaded  of  all  their  enemies, 
the  cannibals,  compofing  the  nation  of  Mo- 
hawks.    The  fachems  beheld   their  progrefs 
with  fo  much  jealoufy  and  terror,  that  they, 
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at  times,  endeavoured  to  make  it  an  artide  of 
treaty,  that  no  more  converfions  fhould  be 
attempted. :  and,  wlien  the  ufe  of  Cue  arms 
began  to  be  underftood  among  the  favages, 
Philip,  the  chief  of  the  Wamponoags,  con- 
templated the  great  object  of  exterminating 
the  religion  and  its  profelTors  from  the  whole 
land   of  his  forefathers. 

This  fachem  was  the  third  who  had  head- 
ed the  tribe  lince  the  arrival  of  the  Engliili. 
He   had  ktn  his   father  and  brother   die  in 
fiibjed:ion    to    their  foyereignty,   and,  daily; 
obfervation  convinced,  him  what  would  be 
the  effedl  of  advancing  their  fettlements  upon. 
the  waters  and  forefts  which  had  been  hither- 
to ranged   by  his  people  for  their  fupport.. 
However  his  early  predeceflbrs  might  have^ 
afcribed  the  emigration  of  the  Europeans  to 
the  want  of  fuel  or  other  fimple  caufes,  yet  the 
combined  ftate  of  their  fociety,  fo  unlike  the. 
loofe  incorporation  of  his  own  national  fami- 
ly ;  their  exclufive  mode  of  occupying  lands, 
and  enjoying  moveable  property,  fo  different 
from  the  common  ufe,  made  of  the  one  by, 
the  favages,  and  from  their  furtive  ideas  con-, 
cerning  the  other  ; .  their  power  in  war  fo 
deflruftive  to  their  enemies  ;    the  rapid   in- 
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creafe  of  their  numbers,  and  their  fph-it  of 
enterprife  and  encroachment,  exceeding  even 
their  increafe,  muft  have  driven  him,  from 
fpeculative  conjedures  of  fuch  a  nature,  to  a 
realizing  view  of  the  efFeds  which  were 
about  to  follow  their  fuccefs.  Thefe  operated 
fo  forcibly  upon  his  fears  and  his  ambition, 
as  to  induce  him  to  engage  the  furrounding 
tribes  in  his  undertaking ;  and,  although  the 
chriftianized  Indians  were  faithful  to  their 
fpiritual  leaders,  yet  their  numbers  were  com- 
paratively fmall,  and  an  extenfive  circle  of 
allies  were  not  wanting  to  his  plans.  The 
murder  of  a  converted  native  difclofed  his 
intentions,  and  anticipated  their  execution. 
The  frontiers  of  New-England,  excepting  the 
fortunate  fettlements  of  Connedicut,  were 
ftruck  with  fire  and  flaughter.  Efforts  of 
defperate  refolution,  in  penetrating  the  treach- 
erous receffes  of  the  wildernefs,  were  the  only 
means  of  preferving  the  inhabitants  from  the 
fubtle  furprifes  and  mercilefs  ravages  of  their 
enemy.  In  this  flruggle  for  the  country, 
feats  were  performed  on  both  fides,  which, 
had  they  been  difplayed  on  a  more  confpicu- 
ous  theatre,  would  have  excited  univerfal  ad- 
miration.    The  nature  of  fuch  a  confiid  is 
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a  civilized  foe,  where  the  regular  operations 
of  war  afford  fome  rule  for  calculating  the 
times  and  degrees  of  its  calamities,  and 
where  defeat  is  not  the  certain  prcfage  of  tor- 
ture and  death. 

After  a  jeopardy  of  more  than  a  year  to 
the  whole  fettlement,  a  conclufion  was  put 
to  the  war  on  the  weftern  borders,  by  the 
death  of  Philip,  the  author  of  all  the  diftrefs, 
on  the  1 2th.  day  of  Auguft,  1676,  and  a 
treaty  was  fettled  with  the  e after n  enemy  on 
the  13th.  day  of  November  following. 

But  nothing  feemed  to  be  feverer  in  the 
foi'tune  of  the  Britifh  Colonies,  thaiii  that  after 
they  had  purchafed  and  conquered  their  terri- 
tory^ unaided  by  foreign  interference,  the 
peace  which  was  the  natural  effect  of  their 
exertions,  ihould  be  fubjed  to  be  difturbed 
by  the  broils  of  the  parent  countries  ;  and 
that,  after  the  bravery  of  their  people  had 
relieved  them  frorn  the  natural  ftrength  of  the 
aboriginals,  they  fhould  be  devoted  to  attack 
it  again,  when  infpired  Vvdth  auxiliary  force 
from  European  enemies. 
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After  an  Interrupted  peace,  hoftilitks  were, 
openly  renewed,  by  the  eaftern  tribes,  in  the 
year  1688,   and  the   Colony  was   iuceflantly 
harafled  till  after  the  peace  of  Ryfwick  was. 
declared  at  Bofton,  in   1697.     In  the.  fecond 
year  of  this  war,  they  loft  their  Fort  at  Pema- 
quid  ;  but  in  i6go,  they  reduced  Port-Royal, 
taking  pofTeffion  of  near  ninety  leagues  of  fea 
coaft.     Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  with  un-r 
equal  fortune,  they  equipped  a  fleet  with  two. 
thoufand;  men,   upon   an  expedition  againft. 
the  city  of  Quebec,  the  failure  of  which  ne- 
ceflitated  the  governmeiU,  of  MalTachufetts. 
to  have  recourfe  to  paper  money  for  relief. 
In  1693,  a  peace  was  concluded  upoa  with 
the  Indian  enemy,  who  broke  it  in  the  year, 
enfuing  ;    and  in   1696,  the  ftrpng  fort  at. 
Pemaquid,  which  had  coft  the  Province  im- 
menfe   fums,    confidering  its  pecuniary  re- 
fources,  was  taken  by  the  French  and  demol-^ 
ifhed. 

After  a  refpite  qf  only  five  years,  the  ene-. 
ijiy  renewed  their  attacks  at  the  weftward  in. 
tjie  year  1703,  and  peace  was  not  reftored  to 
the  Province  till  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  in 
I J 1 3.  During  this  period,  the  MaiTachufetts 
government  fwept  the  coaft  from  Pifcataqua 
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to  Nova-ScotIa  with  five  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  taking  the  town  of  Menis  in  1 704 ; 
and  in  three  years  afterwards,  one  thoufand 
men  were  tranfported  to  capture  Port-Royal, 
who  made  two  unfuccefsful  attempts  upon 
that  fortrefs.  In  the  year  1 7 1  o,  the  Province 
furnifhed  tv/o  complete  regiments,  vv^th  the 
neceffary  fhipping,  in  aid  of  the  fquadron  and 
army  who  captured  that  place.  They  fup- 
plied,  with  great  inconvenience  and  diflrefs 
to  themfelves,  ten  wrecks  provifion  to  the 
forces  under  Nicholfon,  who  were  difperfed 
by  fhipwreck  in  an  expedition  againit  Canada 
in  171 1.  In  fliort,  in  one  fummer,  one  fifth 
part  of  their  inhabitants  capable  of  bearing 
arms  had  been  in  pay  ;  they  are  computed  to 
have  lofl  from  five  to  fix  thoufand  of  their 
youth  fince  Philip's  war,  and,  of  courfe,  to 
have  fufFered  by  the  check  in  their  popula- 
tion, not  lefs  than  100,000  fouls  in  that 
period. 

Thefe  diftreffes  formed  a  difproportionate 
fhare  of  the  general  calamity  of  the  Britifli 
Colonies  on  the  part  of  Maflachufetts  and 
New-Hampfhire,  who  were  the  chief  objects 
of  the  vengeance  of  the  enemy*  They  were 
a  Ihield  to  Connedicut  and   Rhode-Ifland  : 
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and  New- York  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  be  in 
an  adual  ftate  of  neutrality  for  a  number  of 
years. 

Even  w%en  the  French  and  Englifh  kings 
were  at  peace,  the  influence  of  the  Catholic 
priefts  operated  upon  the  favages  to  diftrefs 
the  Province.  In  the  year  1720,  they  com- 
mitted hoftilities  at  Canfo,  and  on  the  25th. 
of  July,  1722,  they  having  repeated  them  at 
Merry-Meeting  Bay,  the  Governor  declared 
war  againft  them.  After  fuffering  as  ufual 
from  their  bloody  ravages,  the  Province  made 
a  fpirited  attack  upon  their  fettlement  at  Nor- 
lidgewock,  and  entirely  deftroyed  it  in  the 
year  1724;  and  peace  was  concluded  in  the 
year  en  filing. 

It  is  not  VN^ithin  our  plan  to  give  a  minute 
detail  of  thefe  diftrefsful  wars ;  and  moft  of 
our  readers  would  be  glad  to  be  exempted 
from  viewing  the  fhocking  fped:acle,  were 
we  to  exhibit  it  in  all  its  terrors.  It  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  obferve,  that  the  favage  generally  fu- 
perfedes  the  neceffity  of  valour  by  his  cun- 
ning in  planning  the  attack,  which  is  always 
made  with  the  greateft  advantage.  When 
he  is  overpowered,  he  fights  rather  with  def- 
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pair  than  courage.  The  manly  defence  of  an 
enemy  infpires  only  revenge,  and  bravery 
conquered  ihares  the  fame  fate  with  timid 
refiftance.  The  death  of  a  warrior  is  atoned 
for  by  the  blood  or  flavery  of  a  captive  ;  and 
as  fuccefs  infpires  not  magnanimity,  fo  im- 
potency  and  defeat  befpeak  the  malignant 
feehngs  of  his  heart,  by  high-fwoln  threats 
and  tantalizing  irony.  Let  us  therefore  be 
excufed  from  relating  the  adions  of  iuch  a 
being  ;  the  deliberate  murders  from  which 
fex  or  age  could  not  refcue  a  victim  ;  the 
perfidious  violations  of  plighted  faith  ;  and 
the  black  revenge,  which  has  lafted  even  after 
the  privation  of  life,  exercifmg  its  fhocking 
ingenuity  to  burlefque  the  remains  of  the  hu- 
man figure,  by  caracatures  that  one  would  be 
led  to  fuppofe,  were  abhorrent  to  the  native 
fenfe  of  man. 

After  the  New-England  Colonies  had 
ftruggled,  for  more  than  a  century,  againft 
the  arms  both  of  the  aboriginals  and  the 
French  with  various  fuccefs,  the  period  arrived 
when  fortune  was  to  do  juftice  to  their  val- 
our, by  events  which  operated  with  prevail- 
ing force  on  the  belligerent  powers  of  Europe. 
One  of  the  firffc  objects  of  the  French,  at  the 
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opening  of  the  war  in  the  year  1 744,  was  the 
capture  of  the  province  of  Nova-Scotia,  which 
was  garrifoned  by  Maffachufetts,  and  had  been 
fccured  by  its  protedion.  The  ifland  of  Canfo 
was  taken,  and  the  forces  who  defended  it  were 
carried  to  Louifbourg,  before  the  proclama- 
tion of  war  was  known  at  Bofton,  Anna- 
pohs-Royal  became  then  the  only  fortreis 
which  remained  to  awe  this  contefted  terri- 
tory. The  enemy  were  not  infenfible  of  it, 
and  directed  all  their  ftrength  at  this  objed:. 
Twice  the  government  of  Maffachufetts  ref- 
cued  it  from  their  hands ;  and,  at  laft,  find- 
ing the  port  of  Louifbourg,  in  the  ifland  of 
Cape  Breton,  to  be  the  fource  of  conftant  in- 
vafion  ;  and  that  from  various  circumftances, 
it  had  become  expofed,  and  might  probably 
be  carried  by  a  vigorous  affault ;  they  deter- 
mined, at  the  motion  of  their  enterprizing 
Governor  Shirley,  to  attempt  to  reduce  it. 
The  expedition  to  effedt  this,  which  likewife 
relieved  Annapolis-Royal  the  third  time,  was 
an  achievement  refulting  from  an  high  fpirit 
of  enterprize ;  maintained  by  confiderable 
refources  ;  and  evidencing  a  generous  partici- 
pation in  the  war  of  the  mother  country, 
which  raifed  a  flrong  claim  to  her  future 
patronage  and  fupport. 

The 
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The  forces  employed  by  Maflachuietts  to 
reduce  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton  confided  of 
upwards  of  3,200  of  their  own  men,   w^ho 
were  aided  by  500  from  Conned:icut  and  300 
from  New-Hamplhiire.     In  addition  to  thefe, 
300  arrived  from  Rhode-Ill  and,   but  not  un- 
til the  enemy  had  furrendered.     Ten  veffels, 
of  which  the  two  largeft  carried  only  twenty 
guns  each,  with  the  armed  Hoops  of  Gon- 
nedticut  and  Rhode-Ifland  as  cruifers,  conili- 
tuted  the  whole  naval  force,  until  the  arrival 
of  the  forces  at  Canfo,  where  they  w^ere  join- 
ed by  a  fquadron  of  the  King's  fhips  under 
Admiral  Warren.     The  men  embarked  on 
the   24th.   day  of  March,    1 745,  and  being 
landed  on  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton  the  30th. 
of    April,    the    operations    were    continued 
againft  Louifbourg  until  the    1 7th.  of  June  the  sicgc  of 
following,  when  it   was   furrendered.     The  Hutchinion'. 
New-England  men  loft  only  10 1  men,  killed  ^hMey'^et- 
by  the   enemy    and  accidental    caufes,    and  J^uke^'of 
about  30  who  died  of  ficknefs  ;  whilft  the  qII]\^^^  *"' 
French  were  fuppofed  to  have  loft  300,  who  ^?4-^' 
were  killed  within  their  walls.     The  ftrength 
of  Louift^ourg,  which  was  regularly  fortified, 
and  garrifoned  by   650  veteran  troops  and 
1,300  effedive  men  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  relative  confequcnce  of  the  ifland  as  af- 

feding 


feding  the  other  fettlements  of  the  contend- 
ing powers,  places  this  vokmtary  enterprize  of 
New-England  in  an  important  point  of  view. 
Cape  Breton  was  ufeful  to  France  in  various 
refpeds.     Its  local  connexion  with  the  fifh- 
eries,  whence  her  naval  power  began  to  draw 
a  degree  of  refpedability  that  threatened  to 
rival  that  of  her  enemy,  made  it   a  commo- 
dious ftation  for  their  encouragement.     Its 
dividing  the  principal  ftations  of  the  Engliih 
fifheries  at  Newfoundland   and   Canfo    gave 
a  check  to  them.     Loulfbourg,  the  chief  port 
in  the  ifland,  was  the   French  Dunkirk  ia 
America,  whence  privateers  were  fitted  out 
to  infeft  the  coaft  of  the  Britiih   plantations, 
and  where  prizes  were  conveyed  in  fafety  : 
The  French  Eaft  and  Weft-India  fleets  found 
a  fecure  harbour  here,  and  the  fupplles  of  fiih 
and  lumber  could  be  carried  with  conven- 
ience from  this  port  to  their  fugar  colonies. 
Befides  which,  Cape  Breton  had  the  com-^ 
mand  of  the  entrance   into  the  gulph  of  Su 
Lawrence,  which  led  to  Canada,  the  increaf- 
ing  and  favourite  colony  of  France.     If  all 
thefe  local  advantages  did  not  accrue  pofitively 
to    Great-Britain   upon  the  capture  of  this 
ifland,  yet  wrefting  them  from  the  hands  of 
her  enemy,  was  almoft  equal  to  it ;  and  there 
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was  one  of  great  confequcncc  arifing  to  her 
from  the  exiiling  Pcate  of  Nova-Scotia  at  this 
time.  An  expedition  was  projedied  by  the 
French  to  re-conquer  that  province.  The 
taking  of  Cape  Breton  fruftrated  the  execu- 
tion of  the  plan,  and  gave  the  Enghfli  an 
additional  bridle  over  this  half-revolting 
country. 

The   exertions    of  New-England    in   this 
conquefl:  drew  the  military  preparations  of  the 
contending    powers    the    enfuing    year   into 
America.     On  the  one  hand,  Great  Britain 
confidered   it   as    an   important    preparatory 
operation   to  the  conquefl:  of  Canada  ;    and 
France  received  an  alarm  from  it,  which  led 
her  to  feek  the  re-conquefl;  of  Acadia.     The 
Engliih  plan  was  to  fend  eight  battalions  of 
regular  forces,   with  thofe  of  New-England, 
up  the   river  St.  Lawrence  to  Quebec  ;   and 
the  troops  to  be  raifed  in  Nev.^-York,  Penn- 
fylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  after  affem- 
bling  at  Albany,   were  to  proceed   acrofs  the 
country  by  land  to  Montreal.     The  whole 
number  required  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  was 
five  thoufand  fighting  men,  of  which  Mafla- 
chufetts   voted  to  raife  three  thoufand  five 
hundred,  with  an   adequate  fu.m  of  money 
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for  defraying  the  expenfes  of  their  tranfports 
and  provifions. 

The  armament  from  England  not  arriving, 
the  managers  of  the  war  in  America  con- 
cluded upon  an  expedition  againft  the  French 
fort  St.  Frederick,  fituated  upon  Crown-Point, 
which  lay  in  the  route  of  the  troops  from 
Albany  to  Montreal ;  and  ferved  as  a  place 
of  rendezvous  to  the  enemy,  whence  they 
made  their  excurfions  upon  the  Englifh  fet- 
tlements.  Fifteen  hundred  of  the  Maflachu- 
fetts  forces  marched  to  Albany  upon  this  ex- 
pedition. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  exertions  of  France 
though  ineffedlual  beyond  all  expectation  in 
a  general  view,  yet  checked  the  effect  of  the 
zeal  of  the  Britifh  Colonies,  in  attacking  her 
American  dominions.  The  Canadians  and 
Indians  drew  themfelves  down  from  their 
province,  in  order  to  co-operate  with  a  re- 
fpeCtable  armament  fitted  out  from  Breft  and 
the  Weft-Indies,  faid  to  have  confifted  of  near 
half  the  naval  force  of  France,  for  the  reduc- 
tion  of  Acadia.  This  induced  the  Gover- 
nor of  MalTachufetts  to  order  fix  hundred  of 
the  provincial  forces  for  the  fupport  of  An- 
napolis. 


napolis.  That  part  of  the  French  fquadxon, 
which  proceeded  from  the  Weil-Indies,  un- 
der M.  Conflans,  not  meeting  the  European 
fleet  under  the  Duke  D'Anville,  on  the  coaft 
of  Nova-Scotia,  quitted  the  expedition.  A 
tempeftuous  paffage  delayed  and  fhattered  the 
latter ;  and  a  multitude  of  unforefeen  difafters 
wholly  deftroyed  their  projed:ed  conqueft : 
not,  however,  until  they  had  alarmed  all  the 
fea-coaft,  drawn  a  very  large  number  of  the 
militia  into  Bofton,  and  put  the  Province 
to  the  expenfe  of  adding  very  refpedtable 
works  to  the  caftle  in  the  harbour.  This 
event  delayed  the  expedition  againft  Crown- 
Point  until  fome  of  the  Colonies  thought  it 
too  late  in  the  feafon  to  fucceed. 

The  Canadian  forces  determining  to  win- 
ter in  Nova-Scotia,  rendered  this  province  a 
fubje£l  of  continued  anxiety  and  expenfe  to 
MafTachufetts.  Governor  Shirley  refolved, 
after  again  reinforcing  the  garrifon  at  Anna- 
polis, to  drive  them  out  of  Minas,  where  they 
were  feated ;  and,  in  the  winter  of  the  year 
1746,  a  body  of  troops  was  embarked  at 
Bofton  for  the  former  place.  After  the  lofs 
of  a  tranfport,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the 
foldiers  on  board,  the  troops   arrived  ;  and 
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re-embarked  for  Grand  Pre,  In  the  diftri<3:  of 
Minas,  in  the  latter  end  of  December,  when 
the  rigour  of  the  climate  might  have  been 
fappofed  to  have  operated  as  a  guard  againft 
an  attack.  The  iffue  was,  that,  being  can- 
toned at  too  great  diftances  from  each  other, 
and  La  Corne,  a  commander  of  the  French, 
having  intelligence  of  their  fituation,  forced  a 
march  from  Schiegned;o,  through  a  moft 
tempeftuous  fnow  ftorm,  and  furprifed  them 
at  m.idnight.  After  lofnig  one  hundred  and 
fixty  of  their  men,  in  killed,  v^^ounded  and 
prifoners,  the  party  were  obliged  to  capitu- 
late, not,  however,  upon  diihoncurable  terms  ; 
and  the  French,  in  their  turn,  abandoned  the 
poft. 

In  September,  1747,  in  obedience  to  or- 
ders from  the  King,  the  troops  were  difband- 
ed,  excepting  fo  many  as  were  neceflary  for 
Records.  the  defcuce  of  Nova-Scotia,  after  having 
Memoirs  df  ^^^^^^^  au  cxpeufc  to  thc  Proviucc  of  near 
the  principal  /*.8,ooo  fterhnp;  for  their  fubfiftence   only: 

tranfadtions     «^       ?  o  / 

of  the  late      ^ud,  ou   thc   8th.   dav   of  May,    1740,    the 

war,  reprint-  /  /'         /t^>' 

ed  at  Bcftoii  Govemor  received  the  Kinrr's  proclamation 
for  a  general  peace. 

Bf 
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By  the  articles  of  this  peace,  New-England 
had  the  mortification  to  find  her  boafted 
conqueft  of  Cape  Breton  taken  away,  in  a 
compromife  for  reftoring  the  French  conqiiefts 
in  the  Low  Countries,  to  the  Emprefs  Queen 
of  Hungary,  and  the  States  General,  and  for 
a  general  reftltution  of  places  captured  from 
the  other  belligerent  powers.  This  ifland 
was  delivered  back  to  its  former  matters,  on 
the  1 2th.  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1749; 
and  Maffachufetts  was  left  to  calculate  the 
expenfes  of  her  vvarfare. 


CHAP.      V. 

Dek  of  the  Province — Origin  and  prog  refs  of 

Paper  Money— Land  Bank— Bills  of  credit 

redeemed—Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Re-^ 

prefentatlves  In  the  cafe  of  James  Allen^ 

Efqulre — Brought — Confereizce     with    the 

Delegates  from  the  Penobfcot  Indians. 

■~«  » 

nPHE  war  which  terminated  in  the  treaty  174^. 

of  Aix-la-Chappelie^  on  the  eighteenth 
day  of  Oaober,  1748,  difplayed  the  charac^ 
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ter  of  the  New-England  Colonies  in  an  ele- 
vated point  of  view,  and  with  profpedts  of 
increafing  greatnefs.  Before  this  period,  as 
we  have  fhown,  there  had  not  been  wanting 
in  their  inhabitants  a  zeal  and  fortitude,  pe- 
culiar to  the  principles  on  which  they  had 
emigrated,  and  to  the  habits  which  they  af- 
fumed  upon  their  fettlement  in  the  country. 
They  had  planted  a  wildernefs,  and  the 
favage  tribes  in  their  neighbourhood  had 
been  either  fo  far  civilized  as  to  affociate  up- 
on friendly  terms,  or  had  been  controlled, 
conquered,  and  in  fome  inftances  extermi- 
nated, by  the  force  of  their  arms.  This  toa 
had  been  effeded  without  afTiftance  from  the 
crown  which  they  were  under,  and  without 
involving  it  either  in  expenfe  or  war.  When 
they  became  objects  of  invafion  to  the  French, 
who  had  fpread  themfelves  in  Americaj 
through  the  internal  pafTages  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence, Miffifippi,  and  the  intermediate  lakes, 
their  exertions  increafed  with  their  enemies. 
But  in  the  war  which  commenced  with 
France,  on  the  thirty-firft  day  of  March, 
1744,  opportunities  occurred  of  exhibiting 
fpecimens  of  that  ftrength  and  fpirit,  which 
afterwards  contributed  fo  effentially  to  the 
aggrandizement  of  the  mother  country,  and 
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finally  to  their  own  fovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence. 

At  the  conclufion  of  this  war,  let  us  ex- 
amine the  ftate  of  the  Province  of  MaiTachu- 
fetts  Bay,  recent  from  the  conflid:,  and  pre- 
paring itfelf  for  that  change  of  its  primeval 
manners  and  culloms,  which  wars  and  com- 
mercial intercourfe  with  foreign  nations,  in- 
creafe  of  population  and  other  neceffary  al- 
terations in  a  growing  country,  will  never 
fail  to  produce.. 

Military  glory  is  commonly  followed  with 
national  debt,  and  the  pecuniary  circumftances 
of  the  Province  were  fuch  as  amounted  to  a 
very  liberal  price  for  the  fame  acquired  in 
the  purfuit  of  victory*  The  nominal  value 
of  the  unredeemed  bills  of  credit  was  about  k^^^^^i^-  voi. 

2d.  p.  435. 

;^.  2, 200,000  currency  ;  the  value  when  ifTu- 
ed  about  ;^.40o,ooo  fterling,   and  the  provi- 
fion  made  for  redeeming  them  was  fomewhat  qI^\  j^^  * 
lefs  than  two  hundred  and  fourteen  thoufand  ^^^^' '' 
pounds  of  the  fame  money.*     But  the  fum  of 
this  debt  ought  not  to  be  eftimated  by  figures 

alone. 

*  Viz.  ;f.i83,649.,2s.7t  fterling,  the  relmburfement 
money,  and  ;f. 75,000  tax,  payable  in  pieces  ©f  eight  at 
I  IS.  3d.  each,  equal  to  ;^. 30,000  fterling. 
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alone.     The  general  fituation  of  public  affairs 
affords    the    faireft    calculation    of    its   total 
amount.     All  that  part  of  the   people  who 
depended  upon  the  income  of  monies  loaned, 
were  under  the  diftreffes  of  poverty,  from  its 
operation.     Public  inftitutions   fupported  by 
funds,  with  which  the  caufe  of  literature  and 
education  was  intimately  blended,  were  in  a 
conftant    progrefs    of   decay.     Officers    and 
foldiers  of  the  army,  with  all  the  civil  officers 
of  the  government,  were  paying  the  price  of 
depreciation,  in  a  moft  injurious  difpropor- 
tion.     So  violent  was  the   effed:  of  it  upon 
the  clergy,  to  whom  the  parifhes  v/ere  tardy 
in  making  up  the  deficiency  in  the  value  of 
their  falaries,    that   the   Governor    told   the 
Governor's     General  Court  that  it  feemed  probable  many 
Speech,  Feb,  of  thcm.  would  bc  ncccffitated  to  betake  them- 
felves  to  fecular   employments  for  a  liveli- 
hood.*'    Trade  was,  in  a  manner,  reduced  to 

a  ftate 

*  An  idea  of  the  aiftual  depreciation  of  the  currency, 
sind  of  the  baneful  operation  of  it  upon  the  happinefs  of 
the  defencelefs  part  of  the  community,  may  very  well  be 
formed  from  tlje  following  note  in  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Apple- 
ton's  Sermon,  preached  on  the  faft  day  in  the  year  1748. 
**  I  am  credibly  informed  of  an  ancient  Widow,  whofe 
hufband  died  more  than  forty  years  ago,  who  had  t/:ref 
founds  a  year  fettled  upon  her,  inftead  of  her  do^er ; 
vhich  three  pounds  would,   at  that  day,  and  at  the  place 

where 
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a  ftate  of  barter  ;  and,  above  all,  the  tempta- 
tion every  man  was  under,  almoft  in  lelf-de- 
fence,  to  avail  himrelf  of  an  advantage  in, 
his  contrad!:,  not  guarded  againft  by  the  par- 
ties at  the  time  when  it  v/as  made^  v/as  daily 
corrupting  the  morals  and  good  faith  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  people. 

All  muix  hava  feen,  though  very  few  judg- 
ed rightly  of,  the  evils  which  the  want  of  a 
ftable  medium  of  commerce  had  thus  intro- 
duced. The  community  feemed  to  have 
been  under  the  operation  of  an  invifible 
fcourge,  until,  lilie  an  envenomed  adder,  it 
ftung  its  own  body,  and  increafed  the  caufe. 
of  its  irritation.  Mutual  reproach  was  the 
refult  of  a  misfortune  for  which  no  one  or- 
der of  men  was  exclufiveh;'  to  blam^e.  As 
trade  has   the  firft   control   over   and  is  firft 

aifeded 

where  fhe  lives,  procure  towards  her  fupport  the  following 
articles  ;  viz.  Two  cords  of  wood,  four  budiels  of  Indian 
corn,  one  bufhel  of  rye,  one  bufhel  of  malt,  fifty  pounds 
of  pork,  and  fixty  pounds  of  beef ;  which  would  go  a  con- 
liderable  way  towards  the  fupport  of  a  fmgle  woman. 
Now  fhe  can  at  moft  demand  h^Jt  feve?2teen  JJ?illings  and  ibree 
pencey  new  tenor  ;  which  is  but  about  an  eighth  part  of 
her  original  three  pounds  ;  and  be  fure  won't  purchafe  more 
than  hrJf  a  quarter  of  the  above  neceffaries  of  life:  and  , 
this  fhe  TnuiT:  take  up  v/ith  ;  bccaufc.  there  is  no  remedy  in 
law  for  her.  And  this  is,  in  a  meafure,'  the  deplorable 
cafe  of  many  widov/s  in  the  land."- 
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Dr  Appir-  affedled  by  the  currency,  fo  tlie  merchants 
^on's  serm.  feemed  to  ftand  foremoit  amonc;  the  fubiedts 
of  cenfure.  Had  they  adhered  to  the  laws 
for  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  bills,  by 
giving  no  more  for  filver  and  gold  than  the 
feveral  governments  had  valued  them  at,  and 
fo  putting  no  additional  advance  upon  their 
goods,  the  hufbandman  and  the  tradefman, 
it  was  faid,  would  not  have  been  neceffitated 
to  have,  raifed  the  prices  of  their  produce  and 
labour.  Thefe  latter  were  not  excufed  for 
their  indifcreet  ufe  of  foreign  luxuries.  The 
members  of  the  Aflembly  had  th-eir  ilaare  of 
reproach,  for  ifTuing  a  currency  in.  its  nature 
unftable,  and  incapable,  in  the  courfe  of 
things,  to  fupport  its  credit ;  and  pious  men 
refolved  the  whole  into  the  profanenefs  andt 
wickednefs  of  the  times. 

This  immenfe  mafs  of  public  obligation 
derived  its  exiftence,  in  one  fenfe,  from  the 
necefTities  of  the  Colony,  after  the  unfuccefs- 
ful  expedition  againft  the  province  of  Canada, 
in  the  year  1690  ;  when  the  plaufible  idea 
of  only  anticipating  the  annual  tax  firft  in- 
troduced bills  of  credit  of  an  annual  exiftence., 
Punduality  was  obferved  in  the  redemption 
Qf  ihem  until  the  year  1704,  when  the  pref- 

fure 
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fure  of  public  expenfes,  tofing  from  dlllrefs-   Difcoarfe 
ful  wars,  induced  the  General  Court  to  poll-   the  curren- 

,  r  c  4.     <^i^s  of  the 

pone  the  payment  of  taxes  tor  two  years  at  Bntiih  pia«- 
firft,  afterwards  for  a  greater  number,  and,  at  AmTrica" 
length,  for  thirteen,  until  the   poftponement  ^^^-^740. 
was  at  laft  confined,  by  the  operation  of  royal   Hutch,  voi, 
inftrudions,  to  the  year  1741.     A  diicount 
upon  the  bills,   in  the  purchafe  of  filver  and 
other  articles   of  traffic,   was  the   neceflary 
Gonfequence.     Bills  of  a  new  tenor,  and  of  a 
greater  relative  nominal  value,  were  emitted  ; 
but  all  Aid  down  the  fame  lapfe  of  deprecia- 
tion,  as  the  probability  of  their  being   re- 
deemed  decreafed.     Various    fchemes    w^ere 
propofed  for  calling   in  the   aid   of  private 
credit,  which,  at  a  time  when  the  nature  of 
money  was  fo  little  underftood,   did  but  in- 
ereafe  the  embarraffinents  of  the  community  j 
and    the    popularity    of  the   bills  of   credit 
growing  with  their  mifchiefs,  feemed  to  ren- 
der all  remedy  hopelefs. 

Such  was  the  inclination  of  the  legiilature  Anno  x-ju. 
to  avoid  taxinp;  the  people,  that  a  fcheme  was  „    ,  ,^ . 

o  r       r      5  Hutch.  VdL 

formed  to  raife  a  capital  upon  the  fecurity  of  i-  p-  401- 
individuals,  and  with  the  profits  to  provide 
for  the   annual    charges  of  the  government. 
They  emitted  ^.50,000  at  firft,  and  after- 
wards. 
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wards  ;^.  100,000  more,  in  bills  of  public 
credit,  which  were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
truftees  for  a  loan  to  private  perfons,  who 
fhould  be  obliged  to  repay  it,  with  intereft, 
at  flipulated  periods  ;  and  this  intereft  was 
appropriated  to  defraying  the  public  expenfes. 
Difcourfe       j^  projeo:  was   afterwards  formed  by  fimilar 

concerning  x        ^  j 

the  currcn-    meaus  to  fupplant  a  paper  currency  by  filver 

cies  of  the  ^  ^  -^  ^     •*■  -^        ' 

BritifliPian-  coin.      The  loan  was  to  confift  of /'.60.000, 

tations  in  ^»  ^  7 

AmericaAc.  and  tlic  borrowcrs  were  to  be  held  to  replace 
it  with  fpecie.      Banks  became  favourite  ob- 
jects ;  and  as  the  very  remedy  fuppofed   the 
v/ant  of  money,   land  was  the  moft  perma- 
nent fubftitute  on  which  it  Vv^as  imagined  a 
DifireiTed      ^^^^it  could   bc  raifcd.     There  is  a  propofal 
State  of  the    amcug  otlicrs,   printed  in  the  year  1720,  by 
Bofton,with  which   real  eftate   was  to  be  morteaeed   by 

a  Scheme  for  ^  ^  o    o  y 

a  Bank,  private  perfons  for  the  payment  of  the 
bills  which  they  fliould  ifliie,  and  the  profits 
were  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  filver, 
as  a  depofit  for  difcharging  the  bills,  when 
fufficient,  and  fo  releafing  the  landed  fecurity. 
But  when  the  reftri^tion  upon  the  poftpone- 
ment  of  taxes  to  the  year  1741,  was  about  to 
take  effcdl,  a  Land-Bank  was  actually  carried 
into  execution,  for  the  oftenfible  purpofe  of 
fupplying  a  currency,  when  the  bills  of  cred- 
it iffiied   by  the  government  fiiould  be   ab- 

forbed. 
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forbed.     The  fubfcribers  or  partners  were  to 
pay  in  their  intereft  and  principal  in  bills  ;    or 
the  produce  and  manufa(itures  of  the  Province 
(as  taxes  in  former  times  had  been  in  part  paya- 
ble) at  fuch  rates  as  the  diredors  (hould  eftab- 
Hfli.     In  order  to  counteract  this  inftitution, 
a  company  was  formed  to  iffue  their  private 
notes,  payable  on  demand  in  filver  or  bills  of 
credit  equivalent,  according  to  their  current 
value  ;    but   their    fcheme     was   inefFedual,  ^^^^. 
thouo-h  countenanced  by  Governor  Belcher,   speech, Nov. 
The    partners    in    the    Land-Bank    pufhed  Ja».  9- 
the  operation  of  their  projed  to  the  great- 
eft    extent,    and   being    uncontrollable    by 
any  means  within  the  Province,  they  were 
4iflbl ved  by  an  A£t  of  Parliament,  which  de-  Hutch.  Voi. 
glared  the  law,  prohibiting  fimilar  inftitutions  *'  ^^^' 
in  England,  to  extend  to  the  Britifh  Plan- 
taj:ions, 

Jf  the  operation  of  the  King's  inftru(9:ions, 
in  limiting  the  period  for  redeeming  the  bills 
of  credit  to  the  year  1741,  and  in  prevent- 
ing others  being  iffued  till  the  redemption' 
took  place,  but  by  ads  fubjed  to  his  Majef- 
ty's  approbation  granted  previous  to  their 
effect,  gave   rife  to   fchemes    for   emitting 

M  fimilar 
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fimilar  bills  by  private  corporations,  it  never- 
thelefs  produced  an  arrangement  with  refpedt 
to  thofe  of  the  public,  which  was  highly 
produd;ive  of  juftice  ;  and,  no  doubt,  muft 
have  been  a  principal  caufe  in  checking  their 
obferva-  depreciation  for  four  fuccefTive  years.  They 
•above.  had  been  made  a  fubftitute  for  the  payment 

^ieHoufeof  of  dcbts  iu  thc   ycar  1712,   by  fcreening  the 
^7^3    "   '   eftate  and  perfon  of  any  debtor  who  fhould 
ky "I  Speech,  tender  them  to  his  creditors.     But  in  this 
1743^°*        year,  a  law  was  paffed,  enacting  that  bills  of 
credit  then  to  be  iffued  {hould  be  valued  at 
15th.*  Geo.     the  rate  of  fix  fhillings  and  eight  pence  for  an 
'^^''**       ounce  of  filver  ;    and  that  the  fame  fum,  in 
all  debts  to  be  contraded  v/ithin  five  years 
from  the  laft  day  of  March,  1742,  (fpecialties 
and   exprefs   contracts  excepted)   fhould   be 
deemed  equal  to  the  fame  quantity  of  filver,^ 
and  fhould  be  paid   therewith,   or  by  bills  of 
credit,    allowing    for    depreciation,    if    any 
fhould  happen.     In  two  years  afterwards,  it 
appearing  that  the  bills  of  credit  were  the 
moil   natural  ftandard    for   contracts   to  be 
formed  by,   all  debts  to  be  contracted  within 
the  period  above  fpecified  (excepting  as  be-> 
fore)  were  ordered  to  be  confidcred  as  equal 
only  to  the  real  value  of  the  bills,  at  the  time 
of  their  being  made ;    but  depreciation  was 

flill 


SHIRLEY.  91 

ftill  allowed,  from  that  time  to  the  rendering 
of  judgment;   and  by  a  iiibfequent  law,  pro-   ch.  ad.' 
vifion  was  made  for  tiie  allowance  of  depre- 
ciation upon  more  ancient  debts,  during  the 
fame  period  of  time. 

The  emifllon  of  bills  of  credit,  however, 
did  not  ceafe  at  this  period,  the  wars  in 
Governor  omrley  s  a.Qm.iautration  requirmg  voi.i. p. 5^6. 
a  quantity  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  the 
exifting  debts  we  have  before  ftated  ;  nor 
did  the  laws,  providins:  for  the  allowance  of 

'    ^  ^  ^  Hutch.  Vol. 

depreciation,  extend  by  the  praQice  of  the  ad.  p- 437- 
Courts  further  than  to  debts  on  ipecialries, 
that  i&,  where  the  contrail:  was  expreifed  to 
be  for  fomething  other  than  bills  of  credit ; 
but  on  fimple  contrads,  which  were  by  far 
the  moft  numerous,  no  allowance  was  made. 
And  thus  continued  this  fiuduating  and 
deceitful  medium,  taxing  all  clafies  of  inhabi- 
tants infenfibly,  but  unequally ;  dravvung 
away,  by  a  kind  of  magic  ftealth,  real  pro- 
perty from  its  polTeffors,  and  fubftituting 
imaginary  wealth  in  its  place ;  difafFeding 
the  people  with  each  other^  and  threatening 
to  overwhelm  pofterity  with  its  evils,  till  a 
caufe,  which  had  greatly  contributed  to  its 

increafe, 
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increafe,  at  lenth  happily  furniflied  the  mean* 
of  its  abolition. 

The  efforts  made  by  the  New-England 
Colonies  in  the  late  expedition  againft  Cape 
Breton,  were  fo  fignal,  and  had  involved  the 
inhabitants  in  fuch  deplorable  perplexity  and 
misfortunes,  that  an  equitable  claim  arofe  up- 
on the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  for  com* 
penfation  for  fo  unequal  and  beneficiary  an 
exertion  in  the  common  caufe. 

The  eftablifhing  of  this  claim,  and  procur-* 
ing  fatisfa£tion  for  the  expenditures  of  thd 
Province,  was  attended  with  a  variety  of  dif- 
ficulties from  different  caufes.  Among  thefe^ 
however,  we  cannot  in  juftice  reckon  a  want 
of  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  Parliament^ 
confidering  the  reimburfement  as  it  refpefted 
the  Louifbourg  expedition  alone ;  and  in- 
deed it  would  have  been  a  remarkable  in- 
ftance  of  inconfiftency,  if  the  generofity  of 
a  nation,  who  was  fpending  millions  to  fup- 
port  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  and  the  Provinces 
of  Holland  againft  France  and  Spain,  who 
gave  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  Ruffia 
only  to  keep  a  force  for  one  year  on  the 
borders  of  Livonia  to  ajjijl  bis  Majejiy  s  allies ^ 

and 
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and  who  was  opening  her  wealth  to  Hanover 
with  the  ufaal  prodigality,  had  been  checked 
at  the  juft  demand  of  fome  of  her  Colonies 
to  be  reimburfed  their  expenfes  in  obtaining 
a  conqiieft  by  land,  to  which  the  Britifh 
arms  had  not  been  much  accuftomed  in  the 
eourfe  of  this  war.  If  it  was  of  fo  much 
confequence  to  her,  who  fnould  poffefs  a  part 
of  Italy  or  the  barriers  of  the  Netherlands, 
as  to  induce  her  to  lavifh  millions  upon 
powers  who  retained  but  little  gratitude  for 
the    aid,  of  how   much  more    confequence  see  conCd* 

'-  eratiOHs  on 

muft  it  have  been  to  her,  who  pofTeffed  the  thepropnety 

of  mipofing 

commanding:  ports  in  the  neisihbourhood  of  taxes  on  the 

,  ^  ^  Britifh  Colo^ 

her  colonies,  whole  trade  would  return  her  nics.  virg. 
the  whole  of  the  reimburfement  within  a  1765.  *' 
few  months  ! 

Accordingly,  after  the  application  of  the 
government  of  Mafllichufetts  Bay  had  fo  far 
obtained  the  affcnt  of  the  King  and  Council, 
as  to  induce  them  to  determine  that  the 
Province  fhould  have  reafonable  fatisfadion  for 
their  expenfes,  the  main  queftion  which  was  ^^  ^.^^^^^ 
broup;ht  before  the  Parliament  refpeded  the  b""^'  ^^  ^^^ 

o  r  J  realury  on 

amount,  and  the  manner  qr  time  of  payment,  the  demands 

'  ^    ■'^  ^       oi  the  northr 

The  fums  expended  by  MafTachufetts  in  this  ^rnCoionies, 

^  ''  December 

expedition  were  equal  to  /'.2615700..0S..3,  in  ^9»  1747. 

the 
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the    Province    bills  of    the  new  tenor,  or 
^.  i83,649..2s.7*   fterling,  reckoning  the  ex- 
change   at  jT.  142..IQS.  per  centum,  which, 
however, was  fuppofmgthe  bills  equal  to  filver, 
at  ieven  ihillings  and  fix  p^nce  an  ounce,  as 
exprefled  in  the  face  of  them.     This  was  the 
real  rate  of  exchange  for  draughts  on  London, 
in  1 744,  when  the  firft  ad  for  iffuing  bills  of 
credit   for  the   expedition  v/as   pafled.     But 
the  exchange  had  rifen,  before  any  grant  was 
effeded  by  Parhament,  to  ;^. 250  per  centum, 
of  the  new  tenor  bills,  or  1 000  per  centuna 
of  the  old.     Thefe  extremes  made  a  differ- 
ence in  the  claira  of  the  Province  of  nearly 
feventy^^nine  thcufand  pounds  fterling.     But 
the  Parliament,  juffly  confidering  this  depre- 
ciation as  a  tax  upon  the  people,  thought 
that  it   ought  to   be  relmburfed   them^  and 
voted    the    larger    fum.     However,    it  was 
thought  expedient  to  regulate  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  money,  fo  that  the  great  diffei:- 
ence  between  the  value  of  the  bills  of  credit 
when  ifTued,  and  the   value  at  the  time  of 
their  redemption,  fhould  operate  juftly  to  the 
holders  of  them.     This  gave  rife  to  various 
projeds  from  interefted  and   officious  men. 
Some  wifhed  all  this   difference  to  go  to,  the 
pofTefTors  of  the  bills,  which  would  have  been 

making 
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making  the  grant  a  fpeculation  for  the  emol- 
ument of  perfons,  who,  perhaps,  not  having 
had  the  bills  in  their  hands  any  length  of 
time,  fuffered  little  or  nothing  of  the  depre- 
ciation. A  difcrimination  was  alfo  fuggefted, 
in  order  to  make  good  the  depreciation  to 
thofe  who  had  held  the  bills  of  credit  for  any 
confiderable  time,  without  making  the  flime 
allowance  to  others  ;  but,  befides  the  impofli- 
bility  of  afcertaining  the  true  time  the  pot 
felTors  had  held  them,  this  fcheme  would  Letters  of 
have  unjuftly  rewarded  the  hoarders  of  the  to  their 
bills,  whilil  thofe  who  had  fuffered  infenfibly,  4^8^' zU. 
but  as  much,  in  the  rapid  circulation  of  the 
currency,  would  have  been  denied  what,  of 
thefe  two  clafles  of  men,  they  beft  deferved. 
It  was  likewife  propofed,  that  the  money 
fhould  be  paid  to  the  Province  by  inftalments, 
having  reference  to  the  years,  when  it  was 
provided  by  law  that  the  outftanding  bills 
fhould  be  called  in  by  taxes,  which  would 
have  procraftinated  the  laft  payment  until 
about  the  year  1754.  Two  more  fehemes, 
ftill  more  injurious  to  the  country,  were  held 
out :  one,  that  the  paper  currency  fhould  be 
redeemed  by  a  bafe  coin  ;  the  other,  that  it 
fhould  be  abforbed  by  bills  of  exchange, 
drawn  upon  England,  and  payable  there  in 

fpecie. 
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fpeciie,  which  would  h^^'e  annihHateid  thiS  old 
medium  of  trade,  without  introducing  a  new 
one. 

Such  a  fruitful  fubjed  for  projedions  and 
intrigues  could  not  well  be  letded  hj  the 
Parliament ;  and,  upon  the  lords  of  the 
treafury  offering  to  take  upon  themfeives  the 
burden  of  fettling  the  proper  manner  in 
which  the  money  fhould  be  paid,  the  aft 
was  paffed  for  reimburfmg  the  Colonies, 
under  a  general  underftanding  ii>  th<*  Houfe, 
that  the  manner  of  iffuing  the  fpecie  fhould 
tefl  with  them. 


6oiian*sLet*       Whcu  the  money  had  thus  become  flation- 

ter  to  Sec.  ,,  •         i       i       V  •  •  /*    • 

Wiiiard,       ary,  all  parties  had  a  rair  opportunity  or  in- 

1748.'*        terfering  in   a  bufinefs,  which   Mn  Bollafi, 

the  Indefatigable  agent  for  the  Province,  in- 

fifted  no  one  but  his  employers  had  any  right 

to  meddle  with. 

The  merchants,  and  others,  trading  to  and 
Mcm.'l^the  i^terefled  in  New-England,  preferred  a  peti- 
Gen  ""court  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  treafuTy,  flating  the  evils  arifing 
fent  over  by  froni  the  Wlls  of  Credit  ifTued  there ;    that  it 

Mr.  Bollan.  ' 

would  be  very  difficult  for  the  affemblies  to 
agree  upon  an  equitable  rule  as  to  the  man- 
ner 
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ner  in  which  the  money  fhould  be  apphed, 
as  perfons  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  gov- 
ernment had  puixhafed  the   bills  at  a  depre- 
ciated  value,  in   order  to  gain  by  the  ex- 
change of  them  for  filver ;  (a  refled:ion  which    Letter  to 
the  General  AlTembly  denied,  but  vv^hich  they    Nov.^zad."' 
hoped  would  facilitate  the  redemption  of  the  ^^'^^' 
bills,  according  to  their  lowefl:  rate)  praying 
that  no   part  of  the   grant  might  be   iffued, 
until  fome  effedlual  meafures  iliould  be  taken 
by  the   feveral  governments  for  eftabliihing 
fuch  a  rule,  and  putting  a  period  to  the  paper 
currency  ;  or,  in  cafe  of  their  refufal  or  neg- 
led:,  not  until  the  whole  could  be  regulated 
by  Parliament. 

The   attorney  and  folicitor-eeneraL  after  ccpyoftheir 

''  o  ■'  opinion  on 

hearine  the  oarties.  <xave  their  opinion,  that  the  files  of 

the  G.  Court. 

the  powers  of  the  agents  from  Mailachuietts 
and  Connecticut,  being  only  votes  of  the 
Aflemblies,  and  not  letters  of  attorney  under 
the  feals  of  the  Provinces,  who  were  corpo- 
rate bodies  by  charter  from  the  crown,  did 
not  give  proper  authority  to  receive  the 
money  ;  even  if  the  agents  would  give  bond  Boikn'sLet- 

1  1         1        J         r    tertoHutck. 

to  account  at  the  exchequer,  as  the  lords  or  sept.  26. 
the  treafury   had  once  propofed.     The  fub- 
miffion  of  this  point  to  the  opinion  of  thefe 

N  ofFiCers, 
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officers,  was  not  done  wlihout  exciting  a  fuf- 
picion  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Bollan,  that  the 
whole  was  a  contrivance  to  aid  the  miniftry 
under  an  embarraffment,  arifing  from  their 
having  placed  the  payment  of  the  money 
upon  unjuftifiable  conditions,  by  the  propofal 
above-mentioned  ;  and  Mr.  Kilby,  the  other 
agent,  fuppofed  the  money  would  undoubt- 
edly remain  in  the  hands  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  till  refolutions  were  perfected  as  to  the 
Kiiby'sLet-  appropriation  of  it,  which  might  furnifh  an- 
\viuardr24  other  motive  to  the  miniftry  for  raifing  this 
oa.i74B.  impediment  to  the  paying  of  money,  that 
there  was  nothing  on  record  to  juftify  them 
in  withholding. 

Whilft  fo  much  was  pending  upon  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  money,  the  General  Court 
did  not  neglect  their  right  of  providing  by 
Hutch.  Vol.  law  for  the  rates  at  which  the  bills  of  credit 

2d.  p.  438. 

fhould  be  redeemed.  For  reafons  already 
mentioned,  the  w^hole  benefit  of  the  grant 
arifing  from  the  depreciation  of  the  bills  fince 
they  were  firft  ifliied,  notwithftanding  they 
were  eftimated  by  the  Parliament  at  the  value 
they  were  of  at  an  early  period,  was  not 
given  to  the  pofTeflbrs  of  them,  but  was 
chiefly  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  Province 

at 


SHIRLEY,  99 

at  large,  the  redemption  being  fixed  at  about 

one  fifth  lefs  than  their  loweft  current  vahie^   fj^^^****^ 

or  at  fifty  fliillings  for  an  ounce  cf  filver.         "^^'  ^-  ^-  ^' 
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As  the  defign  of  this  law  was  the  abolition 
of  the  paper  currency,  and  the  amount  of 
the  grant  of  Parliament  was  not  fuffici-ent  for 
effecting  that  objed"  wholly,  the  refidue  was 
provided  for  by  a  tax  of  ^.75,000,  payable 
in  bills  at  the  rate  above-m.entioned  :  and  all 
future  debts,  after  March  31,  1750,  itw^as 
declared,  fhould  be  underftood  to  be  made  for 
fiiver  coin  at  fix  {hillings  and  eight  pence  an 
ounce ;  and  all  debts  after  that  time  were 
made  payable  in  fuch  coin  accordingly. 

But  the  evils  of  bills  of  credit  were  not  to 
be  overcome,  whilft  the  neighbouring  govern- 
ments had  it  in  their  pov\^er  to  iffue  them 
upon  little  or  no  foundation,  and  by  Hiding 
them  into  the  Province,  to  take  away  its  real 
wealth  for  an  imaginary  value.  Penalties 
were  therefore  laid  for  receiving  fuch  bills, 
and  all  town  officers,  reprefentatives,  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  the  civil  and  military  of- 
ficers of  the  Province,  creditors  takirni;  out 
executions  from  the  courts  of  juftice,  tav- 
erners  and  innholders,  were  obliged  to  fwear 

that 
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that  they  had  not  been  concerned  in  receiv--- 
ing  or  paying  them,  after  the  operation  of  the 
law :  and  it  was  provided,  that  any  inhabi- 
tant who  Ihould  be  fued  by  a  perfon  belong- 
ing to  llich  government,  fhould  be  allowed 
to  difcharge  his  debt  in  thefe  bills,  if  poiTeffed 
of  them  before  the  ad:  fhould  come  into 
force,  excepting  that  this  provifion  fhould 
ceafe  in  refped:  to  any  fuch  government 
which  fhould  fink  its  bills  of  credit  before  the 
thirty-firft  day  of  March,  1 754. 

The  lords  of  trade  reported  to  the  Council, 
1745.  '  that  upon  the  whole,  it  might  be  advifeable  to 
lay  this  act  before  his  Majefty  for  approba- 
tion ;  and,  the  mode  of  redeeming  the  bills 
of  credit,  being  thus  fettled  to  the  fatisfadlion 
of  the  lords  of  the  treafury,  his  Majefly's 
order  was  delivered  for  paying  the  money 

June  14,       to  Sir  Peter  Warren,  and  William  Bollan, 

1749.  '  7 

Efq.  who  were  authorifed  by  the  law  to  give 
a  difcharge  for  it  in  behalf  of  the  Province. 

The  difficulties  in  effefting  the  important 

change  in  the  currency,   which  we  are  now 

relating,  arofe   within  the  Province  from  the 

F'eet'sEven-  friciids  of  the  old  tenor  money,  both  in  the 

^3, 1749.      General   Court   and  without   dgors.     They 

relied 
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relied  upon  objeclions  of  the  folio v^^ing  na- 
ture. That  the  time  allowed  for  redeeming 
the  bills,  Vv^hich  was  about  fifteen  months, 
was  too  fhort,  and  would  ilimulate  creditors 
to  purfue  their  debtors  for  the  purpofe  of 
procuring  payment  in  bills,  in  order  to  gain 
hj  the  exchange  for  filver ;  that  the  rate  of 
redemption  was  too  high,  and  would,  there- 
fore, not  only  tend  to  forward  the  fame  evil, 
but  \vould  likewafe  reward  thofe  who  had 
purchafed  them  upon  principles  of  fpecula- 
tion ;  that  the  filver  could  not  be  retained 
as  a  medium,  and  commerce  w^ould  be  re- 
duced to  a  ftate  of  barter  for  want  of  one,  as. 
the  old  medium  would  be  withdrawn  ;  nor 
would  the  means  remain  of  paying  outftand- 
ing  taxes.  Befides  which,  great  injuftice 
would  be  done  to  the  people  of  MaiTachufetts 
w^ho  would  be  the  holders  of  the  bills  of  other 
governments  unredeemed,  ^nd  not  clirrent 
by  law  v/ithin  their  Province,  whilft  the  in- 
habitants of  fjch  p-overnments  would  receive 
payment  in  coin  for  the  MaiTachufetts  bills 
in  their  hands. 

Such  were  the  ideas  of  a  people  ufed  to  a 
paper  currency  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
and  fo  firmly  were  they  attached  to  it,  that 

it 
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it  was  owing  to  their  fears  alone,  that  the  bill 
for  calling  in  this  currency,  which  was  at 
firfl:  loft  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
finally  prevailed.  The  bills  of  credit,  as 
they  flood  at  that  time,  were  redeemable  by 
taxes  in  future  years  ;  and  there  was  a  party 
among  thofe  who  were  oppofed  to  the  law 
under  confideration,  who  wifhed  to  redeem 
them  gradually  by  filver  coin  at  the  fame 
periods.  This  would  have  eventually  made 
them  equal  to  gold  and  filver,  if  no  further 
emiffions  took  place ;  and  fuch  emiffions 
Hutch.  Vol.  ^TQYQ  under  the  control  of  the  crown.     No 

3.  p.  439- 

provifion  was  infured  for  the  relief  of  debt- 
ors, in  cafe  of  an  appreciation  from  fuch  a 
caufe.  This  broke  the  oppofition  ;  and  the 
friends  of  the  debtors,  of  two  evils,  as  they 
feemed  to  think  them,  chofe  the  law  as  the 
leaft, 

But  the  people  without  doors  preferved 
their  prejudices,  in  a  great  degree,  in  favour 
of  the  old  tenor  money.  Even  the  altera-. 
^^  ^  ^^  tion  of  the  nominal  value  of  the  currency, 
1749. Hven-  -wras  held  up  as  an  objed  of  odium;  and 
when  the  fpecie  arrived,  it  rather  occafioned 
gloom  than  joy.  The  operation  of  an  adt 
for  one  of  the  moft  important  and  righteous 

meafures 
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mcafures  in  fociety,  was   commenced  with 
doubts,   murmurlngs,   and  even  attempts  at  2,d!^l,\^o/ 
forcible  refiftance,  inilead  of  univerfal  pleafure 
and  applaufe. 

It  mufl:  have  given  the  highefl  iatlsfac^ion 
to  the  promoters  of  the  plan,  that  none  of 
the  forebodings  of  the  difaffeded  party  were 
realized  ;  but  that  the  moft  efiential  interefts 
of  the  country  were  greatly  ferved,  and  the 
principles  of  commutative  juftice  fettled  on  a 
firm  foundation,  by  the  introduction  of  a 
ftable  currency  ;  and  it  is  a  memorable  ex- 
ample of  fuccefs,  in  the  caufe  of  probity  and 
true  patriotifm,  againft  the  clamours  of  the 
difcontented  pretenders  to  thofe  virtues, 
which  ought  always  to  animate  honeft  men 
in  the  purfuit  of  their  objects,  when  firug- 
gling  againft  the  buftle  and  intrigues  of  fach 
miftaken  or  counterfeiting  charadters. 

The  fubje£t  of  the  Governor's  falary, 
though  lefs  productive  of  virulent  proceed- 
ings than  formerly,  was  neverthelefs  a  ftock 
for  oppofition  to  ingraft  itfelf  upon.  His 
reprefentation  for  augmenting  his  grant  this 
year,  was  followed  by  proceedings  in  the 
Houfe   of  Reprefentatives,   which,   as  they 

involved 
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involved  a  queftion  of  privilege  of  fpeech  in 
its  members,  and  of  the  rights  of  election  in 
the  town  of  Bofton,  and  tend  to  iliow  the 
ftrength  and  operation  of  the  Governor's 
influence,  are  not  undeferving  particular 
notice. 

In  the  debates  of  the  Houfe,  James  Allen, 
Efq.  a  member  from  Bofton,  made  the  fol- 
lowing remark.  "  Former  Houfes  (I  do  not 
mean  this  Houfe,  Mr.  Speaker)  have  paffed 
many  villanous  refolves,  which  the  Governor 
unluckily  gave  his  fiat  to  ;  and  how  it  came 
to  pafs  I  don't  pretend  to  fay,  but,  I  appre- 
hend, againft  his  owm  judgment,  as  I  humbly 
conceive  appears  from  his  ovvm  fpeeches. 

"  And  as  to  the  argument  for  raifms;  the 
Governor's  falary  from  the  rife  of  provifions, 
I  apprehend,  it  came  with  a  very  bad  grace 
from  the  Governor's  friends,  as  he  had  it  in 
his  power  to  prevent  it ;  and  if  the  creditors 
or  pofiefibrs  of  the  bills  had  a  like  powder, 
thev'd  have  lefs  reafon  to  complain  ;  and  as 

Independent  X        . 

Advertifer,    to  finking  tlic  moucy,  I  think  the  Governor 
1749.  happy  that  he  has  not  funk  his  commiflion." 

The 
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The    Houfe  took    thefe   expreffions  into 
confideration,  under  a  motion  charging  the 
member  with  reflcSling  upon  the  leg?f!ature, 
Mr.  Allen  having  explained  himfelf,    iiis  ex- 
planation was  voted  to  be  unfatlsficSiory,  and 
a  motion  for  reducing  the  exprefs  words  to 
writing  was  negatived.     After  a  debate  upon 
the  form  in  which  the  next   queilion  fhould 
be  put,  it  was  determined  thus ;    "  Whether 
any  expreffions  have  been   uttered   by  Mr. 
Allen,  in  a  late  debate,  refledling  upon  any 
branch  of  the  legiflature  ?"  and  was  refolved 
in  the  affirmative.     Mr.  Allen  then  offered 
a   paper   as    an    acknowledgment,    in    thefe 
Words.     "  I  did  not  think  the  words  I  deliv- 
ered were  any  juft  matter  of  offence  ;    nor 
did  I  defign   them  as  fuch  ;    nor  did  I  im- 
agine the  Houfe  could  poffibly  take  them  in 
fuch  a  fenfe  ;  but  if  they  fo  judge ^  I  am  for ry 
for  ity  and    that  I  faid    them."     This   was 
voted  to  be  unfatisfadiory ;    and  the  Houfe 
proceeded  to  vote,  That  Vv^hereas  James  Allen, 
Efq.  a  member  of  the  Houfe,  in  a  late  debate 
has  uttered  certain  expreffions ^r^/f/)^  refleEfhig 
on  His  Excellency  the  Governor^  for   figning 
certain  late  ads  or  refolves  of  the  General 
AfTembly,  contrary  to  the  decency  required 
by  the  Houfe  in  their  debates,  and  has  there- 

O  fore 
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fore  given  juft  caufe  of  offence,  Refolved 
that,  in  order  to  give  fatisfa(£tlon,  the  follow- 
ing acknow^ledgment  be  required  from  the 
faid  Mr.  Allen,  viz.  "  I  acknow^ledge  my  ex- 
preffions,  in  their  plain,  natural  fenfe,  con- 
tain juft  caufe  of  offence  ;  and  am  fony  I 
ever  made  ufe  of  them  ;  and  I  humbly  afk 
pardon."  When  Mr.  Allen  was  ordered 
into  the  Houfe  to  hear  this  acknowledgment, 
after  it  was  read,  he  defired  to  make  a  mo- 
tion J  but  the  Speaker  informing  him  that  he 
could  not  be  heard  until  he  had  figned  it,  he 
withdrew:  upon  which  the  Houfe  voted, 
that  until  he  compUed,  he  fhould  not  be 
allowed  his  feat ;  but  negatived  a  motion  for 
expelling  him,  and  referred  the  affair  to  the 
next  fitting.  Upon  the  meeting  of  the  Af- 
fembly  about  a  month  afterwards,  a  motion 
was  loft  for  Mr.  Allen  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Houfe,  and  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker ; 
and  it  was  refolved  that  he,  for  his  contempt 
of  the  orders  of  the  Houfe ^  fhould  be  expelled : 
and  a  precept  was  iffued  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Bofton  to  eledt  a  perfon  to  reprefent  them  ia 
his  room. 

The   eledors  were   not    difpofed  to  fide 
with  the  Houfe  in  the  difpute,  and  they,  in 

fad. 
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fa(£l:,  re-eleded  Mr.  Allen  to  reprefent  them. 
But  the  Houfe  would  not  fuffer  their  dif- 
pleafure  to  be  evaded  in  this  mode,  and  upon 
the  return  of  the  precept  they  refolved,  That 
James  Allen,  Efq.  was,  when  ele6led  by  the 
town  of  Boftpn,  and  ftill  is,  incapable  of  a 
feat  in  the  prefent  Houfe  as  a  Reprefentative 
of  the  faid  town. 

Theie  proceedings,  however,  operated  to 
exclude  Mr.  Allen  from  that  Houfe  only, 
as,  on  the  enfuing  year,  he  was  returned  a 
member  from  his  town,  and  by  that  means 
placed  on  a  foundation,  which,  we  prefume, 
it  was  beyond  the  influence  of  the  guberna- 
torial prerogative  to  fhake,  as  he  was  con- 
tinued a  member  until  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened on  the  8th.  of  January,  1755. 

The  month  of  June  this  year,  was  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  excefiive  heat  and  drought : 
In  Neponfet  and  Concord  Rivers,  the  lifli. 
are  faid  to  have  perifhed  from  thefe  caufcs, 
and  to  have  been  left  ortthe  banks  or  on  the 
furface  of  the  ebbing  waters  in  great  quanti- 
ties. The  heat  may  be  realized  by  the  , 
thermometer's  being  on  the    i8th.  at  g\  in 
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Dr.\vui-      |-]^g  ball-flop  by  Hawkefbee's  fcale,  and  fup^ 
Minutes.       pofcd  cqual  to  loi  by  Fahrenheit's, 

The  confeqiience  of  this  extraordinary  in- 
temperatenefs  of  the  climate,  was  a  fcarcity  of 
provifions,  infomuch  that  hay  and  other 
articles  were  imported  from  Europe,  and  this 
was  neceflarily  followed  by  an  exceffive  ad- 
vance of  the  price.  Mutual  reproaches  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  town  and  country, 
were  carried  to  a  great  height ;  the  former 
crying  out  upon  the  extortion  of  the  latter,, 
whilfi:  thefe  retorted  the  charge,  by  exclaim- 
ing, in  their  turn,  agaiaft  the  extravagance  of 
their  accufers.  The  General  Court  viewed 
this  drought  in  fo  melancholy  a  point  of 
light,  as  to  order  a  fpecial  faft  to  intercede 
for  rain  ;  and,  confidering  a  connexion  be- 
tween the  moral  and  phyfical  evils  of  the 
times,  they  recommended  a  prayer,  that  God 
would  rain  down  righteoufnefs  upon  the 
people.  The  fall  of  the  year  difplayed  that 
happy  conftitution  of  the  climate,  which  has 
been  frequently  experienced  in  fubfequent 
years,  after  fimilar  appearances  of  famine. 
Nature  feemed  to  be  renovated,  and  produced 
food  for  the  cattle,  with  a  profufion  equal  to 
her  late  diftreffing  parfimony. 

The 
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The  treaty  of  peace,  which  reflored  un-? 
mediate  harmony  to  all  other  parts  of  the 
Britifh  empire,  had  not  the  fame  kind  ope- 
ration on  her  American  Colonies.  They 
were  ftill  furroimded  by  favage  enemies, 
whofe  refentm.ents  and  cruelties  were  not  to 
be  controlled  at  once  by  the  agreement  of 
their  allies.  And  the  General  Court  did  not 
think  it  fafe  to  reduce  the  number  of  their 

f'  11  '1  *    A  *  "Vote  NoVi  d 

orces    below   474  men,    until  negociations  j,^g^      ^' 

could  be  entered  into  and  a  peace  purchafed 

of  them.     Fortunately,    the  Penobfcot    and 

Norridgewock  tribes  gave  notice  of  a  difpo- 

fition  to  treat,  and  a<[lually  fent  delegates  to 

Pofton  for  that  purpofe.     But  at  a  confer^ 

ence  held  with  them   there  on  the  23d.  of 

June,  1 749,  it  appearing,  to  ufe  their  own  ^^theTen, 

words,  "  that  they  brought  no  other  creden-  ^''""  ^^^*' 

tials  with  them  than  their  own  hearts,"   and 

that  they  had  no  further  power  from  their 

conftituents  than  to  give  affurances  of  their 

defire  for  peace,  the   only  ufe  that  it  was 

thought  proper  to  make  of  this  interview, 

was  to  propofe  a  final  treaty  ctt  Cafco  Bay^ 

in  September  following. 
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CHAP.     VI. 

Qqycrnor  Shirley  embarks  for  Englartd— Af- 
fairs pendiftg  there — -Peace  with  the  Penob- 
fcot  Indians— Vifpiite  ipith  the  Pigwackets 
fettled — Claims  of  France  and  England  to^ 
Nova-Scotia — Military  operations   there^-^^ 
Society  for  promoting  Indujlry — Propofah 
for  fendi?Tg  Bifjops  to  America"— A  quarrel 
"with  Indians  at  Wifcaffet — Attack  upon  the 
eafernfettlements  by  the  Canadian  Indians — 
Law    prohibiting     Theatrical     Entertain^ 
merits — Expenfe  of  the  civil  li/l, 

TpHE  operations  of  war  having  almoft 
ceafed  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Province, 
the  abolition  of  the  paper  currency  being 
placed  in  a  fure  train,  and  its  final  extinguifh- 
ment,  as  well  as  the  decifion  of  the  queftions 
refpeding  boundaries,  being  to  be  effefted 
lefs  in  America  than  in  England,  Governor 
Shirley  obtained  leave  of  abfence  for  a  year. 
J-n  order  to  return  there,  and  embarked  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  September.  The  contro- 
verfy  at  this  time  well  known  to  have  fub- 
fifted  between  him  and  Brigadier-General 
Waldo,  who  commanded  the  troops  deftined 

for 
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for  the  intended  expedition  againft  Canada, 
as  to  the  right  of  making  up  the  public  ac- 
counts with  the  crown  in  that  undertaking, 
was  a  neceffary  caufe  of  his  voyage ;  but  to 
become  inftrumental  in  the  right  fettlement 
of  affairs  which  appeared  to  be  fo  near  his 
heart  as  thofe  above-mentioned,  no  doubt, 
created  an  additional  motive.  If  fuch  were 
his  views,  he  was  not  difappointed.  The 
Marquis  L'Galifioniere,  Governor  of  Canada, 
and  the  future  conqueror  of  Minorca,  having 
been  appointed  by  the  French  a  commifTioner 
for  treating  at  Paris  relative  to  the  unfettled 
territories  of  the  late  belligerent  nations  in 
America,  Governor  Shirley  was  appointed 
for  the  fame  purpofe  on  the  part  of  the 
Englifh, 

This  threw  the  chief  command  of  the 
Province  on  Lieutenant-Governor  Phips,  who 
continued  it  until  Governor  Shirley's  return 
®n  the  7th.  of  Auguft,  1753. 

The  departing  letter  of  Shirley  to  his 
tepiporary  fuccelTor,  fhows  that  the  fpirit  of 
oppofition,  from  which  former  governors 
had  fufFered  fo  much,  was  not  without  its^ 
effefl:  upon  him.     He  expreffes  a  folicitude, 

that 
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th^  meafures  mlglit  not  be  taken  in  his  ab- 
fence,  to  render  his  government  uneafy  to 
him  upon  his  return  :  particularly  that  vacant 
offices  might  not  be  filled  unlefs  indifpenfa- 
bly  neceffary  ;  that  in  all  preferments,  men 
Vv^ell  affedled  to  the  government  fhould  be 
carefully  fele^ted,  and  that  the  appointments 
in  the  coutts  of  law  fhould  be  made  only 
during  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  continu- 
ance in  adminiftration.  And  after  his  arrival 
in  England,  he  complained,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Nov.  28,  fecretary,  of  information  that  a  fadious 
complaint  v^^as  figned  againft  him,  in  which 
even  two  of  the  clergy  had  joined  ;  and  fug-* 
gefts,  that  if  fuch  oppofition  fhould  be  madci 
a  neceffity  might  arife  of  exciting  an  Epifco- 
pal  intereft  to  counterbalance  it ;  and  further^ 
that  if  the  AfTembly  fliould  pafs  an  adl  to 
deflroy  their  laft  grant  of  his  falafy,  which 
was  then  unpaid,  he  fhould  feel  juflified 
in  making  himfelf  independent  of  them  ifi 
future  in  that  refpeft,  which  he  thought  by- 
no  means  impracticable. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1749-50,  Mn 
Bollan,  who  had  arrived  from  England  in 
the  month  of  September  with  th^  reimburfe- 
ment  money,  the  great  object  of  hi«  agency, 

having 
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having  been  re-eled:ed,  likewife  departed 
again  for  England  on  the  bufmefs  of  his  ap- 
pointment. His  perfevering  and  fuccefsful 
labours  in  procuring  this  reimburfement  for 
the  expenfes  of  the  expedition  againft  Cape 
Breton,  had  diftinguifhed  him  as  a  fuitable 
man  for  obtaining  further  juftice  for  fimilar 
fervices  ;  and  his  inftru^tions  will  give  us  the 
beft  idea  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  open  to  nego- 
ciation  in  England. 

The  boundaries  of  the  French  poffeflions, 
both  in  the  Iroquois  country  and  in  Acadia, 
was  an   objed:   fo  interefting  and  alarming, 
that  the  General  Court  feemed  to  prefer  the 
prefent  ftate  of  partial   war,  to  making  any  indmaions 
conceffions  concerning  them  :    and  they  ac-  cenl^court'' 
cordingly    impreffed    upon   their  agent    the  ^ffjlg""' 
neceffity  of  his  utmoft  exertions,  particularly 
to  prevent  the  French   having  any  harbpur 
on  the  coaft  of  Nova-Scotia  :  and  Governor 
Shirley   declared,  that  a  defire  to  prevent  a 
wrong  fettlement  of  the  line  between  the  two 
nations,  rather  than  a  hope  of  eftablifhing  a  Letter  to 
right  one  with  the  confent  of  the  French,  was  Nov.  asl 
his  great  reafon  for  accepting  his  appointment    '^^^' 
to  treat  upon  the  fubjeft. 

P  There 
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There  was  another  boundary  of  the  Piov-* 
ince   brought   into    controverfy,    which   the 
government  feems  to  have  confidered  as  once 
finally  fettled.     This  was  the  line  between 
MaPfachuietts  and  Connecticut.     At  an  early 
period,    the    fouthernmoft    part    of    Charles 
River  was  afcertained,  and  a  line  run  then-ce 
three  miles   fouth  according  to  the  charter ; 
and  at  the  end  of  this  line  was  fixed  a  monu- 
ment, known  by  the  name  of  Woodward  and 
-    Safferysjiatioji.     Hence  the  line  run  weft,  as 
the  needle  pointed  to  Connedicut  River,  and 
beyond  it :    and  this  was  the  reputed  boun- 
dary  of  the   old   Colony   of  Maflachufetts- 
Whilft  this  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  boundary, 
the  charter  of  Connedticut  was  granted,  and 
that  colony  was  bounded  north  on  the  fouth 
line  of  Mafiachufetts,  whofe  government  ac- 
cordingly   granted    and     fettled    the    towns 
of  Suffield,  Enfield   and  Woodftock,  which 
were  all  to  the  northward  of  the  line  run  as 
afore-defcribed.     A  controverfy    afterwards 
arifing  betv/een  the  two  governments,  com- 
miffioners  were  appointed  by  each  in  the  year 
1 71 3,  w^ho  agreed  as  to  the  accuracy  of  th^ 
ftation,  but  that  the  line  fhould   have  been 
run  due  weft.     By  this   variation,   all  thefe 
three  townfliips  were  thrown  into  the  bounds 
-'  of 
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of  Connedlicut.  But  in  order  to  obviate  the 
injuftice  and  inconvenience  which  would 
arife  to  Maflachufetts  from  a  rigid  adherence 
to  this  courfe,  it  was  agreed  that  the  three 
townfhips  ihould  remain  to  that  gov^ernment, 
and  that  Conned:icut  fhould  be  compenfated 
by  an  equivalent  in  other  lands,  the  greateft 
part  of  which  was  immediately  received^  and 
fold  by  that  colony.  Thus  affairs  remained 
until  the  year  1 746  ;  w^hen  the  inhabitants 
of  the  three  townfliips,  feeling  difpofed  to 
revert  back  to  Connecticut,  applied  to  the 
government  there  to  be  received  under  its 
jurifdid:ion,  and  availed  themfelvcs  of  the 
circumftance  of  the  agreement  between  the 
two  Provinces  not  being  ratified  by  the  crown, 
nor  done  under  its  fandlion  ;  and  denied 
their  right  to  abridge  the  extent  of  the  Con- 
necticut charter.  To  procure  a  ratification 
of  this  agreement  by  the  crown,  became, 
therefore,  an  important  objedt  to  the  General 
Oourt,  and  they  accordingly  included  it  in 
their  inftniCtions  to  their  agent. 

On  the  fcore  of  pecuniary  compenfations, 
the  Province  had  further  to  demand,  from 
the  national  juftice,  a  reimburfement  of 
monies  advanced  for  the  late  projected  ex- 
pedition againft  Canada ;  for  clothing  taken 

and 


ii6  P  H  I  P  S. 

and  ufed  by  the  Governor  at  Louifbourg ; 
and  fome  meafures  for  compelling  the  prov* 
iuce  of  New-Hampihire  to  refund  the  ex-? 
penfes  of  maintaining  Fort  Dummer,  which 
by  the  running  of  the  boundary  line  had 
fallen  within  its  jurifdiftion, 

In  addition  to  this,  the  General  Court 
were  folicitous  to  procure  fome  coercion  up-f 
on  the  Britifh  governments  on  the  continent, 
in  cafe  of  a  future  war  ;  to  make  a  juft  and 
equitable  apportionment  of  the  charges  of 
maintaining  it,  which  had  heretofore  fallen 
fo  unequally  to  the  difadvantage  of  Mafla- 
chufetts  ;  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  the  diftrefs 
which  had  fallen  upon  the  inhabitants  in  the 
late  war,  by  imprefles  on  board  the  King's 
fhips ;  and  to  effedl  an  equitable  redemption 
of  the  bills  of  credit  iffued  by  the  other 
governments  in  New-England, 

Commiflioners  were  fent  to  Falmouth,  on 
the  1 6th,  of  Odober,  as  had  been  concluded 
upon  in  the  month  of  June,  and  received 
from  the  Penobfcot,  Norridgewock  and  St. 
Francois  Indians,  what  is  called  their  fub- 
miflion  and  aereement,  founded  on  Gover- 

'f  rimed  T^  9 

Treaty.        por  Dummcr  s  much  revered  treaty  of  1720. 

By 
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By  this  they  agreed  to  forbear  all  hoftllitles 
againft  the  Englifh  ;  to  reftore  all  captives  ; 
to  permit  the  Englifh  to  enjoy  all  their  fet^ 
tlements  and  poffeffions  in  the  eaftern  parts 
of  the  Province  ;  refer ving,  however,  all 
lands,  &c,  not  by  them  conveyed  or  pofleffed 
by  the  Englifh,  and  the  privilege  of  fifliing, 
hunting  and  fowling  as  formerly  ;  that  all 
trade  ihould  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Maffachufetts  government  ;  that  private  re-^ 
venge  of  wrongs  fhould  yield  to  redrefs  in  a 
due  courfe  of  juftice,  they  fubmitting  to  be 
governed  by  his  Majefty's  laws  ;  and  that 
the  government  of  New-Hampfhire  was  in- 
cluded in  the  treaty.  The  commiffionerii 
then  figned  a  counterpart  to  this  agreement, 
and  having  made  the  ufual  prefents,  returned 
to  Bofton,  where  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
iffued  his  proclamation  of  pe^ice  on  the  27th. 
of  Odober  following. 

The  conclufion  of  this  peace   w^as  of  the 
more  importance,   as   it  facilitated    the   ex- 
change of  prifoners  on  the  w^efliern  borders,  tertoLa 
upon    which    fubje^t    great    difficulties    had  goToT^' 
arifen.     Twenty-fix  of  the  Abenaqui  tribe,   ij^iy^'o^'''^ 
or  as  the   Englifh  would   have   them   called, 
Pigwackets,  againft  whom  war  had  been  de- 
clared 
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dared  in  November,  1 7.14,  had  come  into 
one  of  the  out  forts,  and  declared  themfelves 
fatisfied  to  remain  with  tlie  Endiih  durine 
the-  conteft,  and  fome  of  them  even  volun- 
tarily enlifted  themfelves  in  the  expedition 
againft  Cape  Breton.  Their  brethren  at 
home,  not,  probably,  without  the  interference 
of  the  French,  affedled  to  entertain  great  ap- 
prehenfioQs,  both  w^ith  refped  to  their  treat- 
ment, and  their  intentions  of  finally  remain- 
ing with  their  enemy.  An  officer  was  fent 
by  the  Governor  of  Canada,  to  accompany 
one  of  the  tribe  to  vifit  thefe  converts  to 
Engliih  fraternity,  who  was  unfuccefsful  in 
his  applications  to  Governor  Clinton,  of 
Nev/-York,  and  returned  in  no  favourable 
humour,  without  coming  to  MafTachufetts* 
r.etter  Clin-  Tliis  lic  dcclarcd  he  was  prevented  doing  by 
Gov"of  "^''*  Governor  Clinton,  who,  on  the  other  hand, 
Leuer^  dcnicd  thc  affertion,  and  fhewed  that  both 
the  officer  and  the  Indian  thought  it  unnecef- 
fary  to  proceed.  Upon-  their  paffage  to  Al- 
bany, the  Indian  met  with  ill  treatment  from 
the  failors  of  the  veffel  in  which  they  em- 
barked, and  ran  away  in  a  miferable  condi- 
tion. When  he  was  found,  upon  approach- 
ing his  village,  he  thundered  out  the  war- 
fong,  and,  informing  the  Chiefs  of  his  mif- 

adventure, 
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adventure,  infpired  that  fpirlt  of  revenge  to 
which  Indians,  are  fo  naturally  prone.  The 
murder  of  fome  Englifh  traders,  by  Vv^ay  of 
retaliation,  being  prevented  by  La  Jonquiere,- 
he  fent  a  fecond  meffenger  to  the  Governor 
of  MafTachufetts,  upon  the  fubjed:  of  the 
Abenaqui  prifoners,  and  to  effedt  the  releafe 
of  two  Indians  taken  by  Capt.  Gorham  from. 
a  party  who  had  killed  fome  of  his  men  in 
whale-boats,  and  whom  he  had  carried  to 
Annapolis  :  and  the  difcharge  of  thefe  favages 
was  fo  ferioufly  infifted  upon,  as  to  become- 
an  abfolute  condition  of  the  exchange  of 
prifoners  on  the  weftern  borders.  Before 
the  arrival  of  this  meffenger,  however,  the 
fubjed:  of  difpute  was  fortunately  terminated^ 
by  the  Abenaqui  re-affociating  with  their 
fellow  Indians^  and  fatisfadion  being  given  Letter  of 
in  other  refpecls,  at  the  treaty  we  have  men-  jonqui?  * 
tioned  ;  and^  upon  the  meffenger's  appearing, 
under  pretence  of  ill  health,  to  remain  in 
the  Province  after  an  anfwer  was  given  him, 
for  purpofes  not  clearly  explained,  he  was 
conduced  to  Rhode-Ifland,  in  his  way  to 
New- York,  by  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  in  a  ftyle  extremely  equivocal. 

The 
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The  right  of  the  Governor  of  Canada  to 
interfere  in  the  cafe  of  the  Abenaqul  Indians, 
was  difputed  upon  the  principle  of  their  be- 
ing inhabitants  of  a  territory  included  within 
the  boundaries  of  Nova-Scotia,  which  had 
been  ceded  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  : 
and,  as  thefe  boundaries  will  conftantly  recur 
and  intermix  themfelves  with  very  many 
important  fubjedls  in  the  hiftory  of  MafTa- 
chufetts,  we  truft,  it  will  not  be  thought 
foreign  to  our  purpofe,  briefly  to  fketch  the 
outlines  of  the  difputes  concerning  them, 

Acadia  or  Nova-Scotia  in  its  largeft  extent 
ever  contended  for,  was  formed  by  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  which  wafhed  it  on  the  fouth- 
eaft,  and,  winding  up  the  Gulph  of  St.  Law- 
rence, furrounded  it  on  the  eaflern  quarter, 
then  piercing  into  the  main  land  by  the  river 
of  that  name,  in  a  retrograde  courfe,  but  al- 
moft  parallel  with  its  front  fnore,  formed  the 
back  of  the  province  ;  which,  being  thus 
circumfcribed  by  water  on  three  fides,  was 
feparated  from  New-England  on  the  fourth, 
by  the  river  Kennebeck  flowing  acrofs  from 
the  Atlantic  ocean  towards  the  St.  Lawrence. 
But  this  immenfe  trad:  had  feveral  natural 
and   imaginary  fubdivifions,  on  which  the 

controverfies 
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oontroverfies  refpedting  it  materially  refted. 
Within  thefe  boundaries  is  included  a  penin- 
fula  projecting  into  the  ocean,  between  which 
and  the  main  land  the  Bay  of  Fundy  in- 
ferts  itfelf.  This  flows  up  to  the  ifthmus 
which  connects  the  peninfula  with  the  reft 
of  the  continent,  and  this  ifthmus  is  waftied 
on  the  oppofite  fide  by  the  Bay  of  Verte,  in 
the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence.  On  the  inner 
fide  of  the  ifthmus  is  Beau  Baffin  ;  at  the 
fouth-eaftern  point  of  the  peninfula  is  Canfo,^ 
oppofite  to  Cape  Breton ;  towards  its  north- 
weftern  fiiore  is  Port  Royal  or  Annapolis ; 
upon  an  inlet  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and 
upon  the  next  inlet  eaftward,  lies  Minas. 

The  peninfula  again  was  divided  into  fev- 
cral  parts^  including  certain  portions  of  the 
fea  coaft,  one  of  which,  from  Cape  St.  Mary 
in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  fo  round  the  ftiore 
till  it  comes  to  Gape  Canfo,  comprehended 
what  the  French  infifted  upon  was  the  an- 
cient Acadia  ;  and  the  remainder^  including 
all  the  ftiore  on  the  fouth  fide  of  that  bay^ 
comprehended  Annapolis  and  the  diftrids  of 
Minas  and  Chignedto  ;  the  internal  partition 
between  them  and  Acadia  being  an  imaginary 
line,  drawn   through  the  peninfula,   and  not 

Q^  accurately 
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accurately  defined  ;  but  propofed  to  crofs  the 
points  whence  tlie  waters  take  their  courfes 
in  oppofite  dired:ions  ;  that  is,  towards  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  on  one  part,  and  towards  the 
Bay  of  Fundy  on  the  other. 

Whether  a  part  of  this  peninfula,  or  the 
whole  of  it ;  or,  in  addition  to  it,  a  part  of 
the  above-delcribed  main  land,  or  the  whole 
of  that  alfo,  formed  Acadia,  was  the  difputc 
between  France  and  England. 

The  grounds  on  which  the  refpedtive  na- 
tions founded  their  claims,  were,  as  appeared 
by  a  fubfequent  difcuffion,  of  the  following 

nature. 

The  Englifh  conceived  themfelves  to  be 
the  firft  difcoverers  and  the  firft  aflual  fet- 
tlers  in  the  country.  They  urged  againft  the 
French  their  own  commiffions  to  their  gov- 
ernors, and  their  exertions  to  extend  the 
country  when  they  were  poffeiTed  of  it ;  the 
treaty  of  Breda,  by  which  the  forts  on  the 
main  were  furrendered  to  the  French  as  a 
part  of  Acadia ;  and  the  conduct  of  Charles  II. 
in  difregarding  a  diftindion  of  Sir  Thoma? 
Temple,  the  Governor  of  Acadia,  by  which 

thefe 
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thefe  forts  were  attempted  to  be  held  as  be- 
lojiging  to  Nova-Scotia,  as  diflinguiilied  from 
Acadia,  and  in  ordering  the  furrender  of 
thofe  places  as  belonging  to  the  latter  coun- 
try, at  the  inftance  of  the  King  of  France  ; 
the  memorial  of  the  French  ambaffador  in 
1685,  fetting  forth,  in  order  to  deny  the 
right  of  Englifh  veffels  fifhing  on  the  coaft, 
that  Acadia  extended  from  Ifle  Perfee  to 
George's  Ifland,  at  the  mouth  of  St.  George's 
River,  and  various  other  inflances  v^hereia 
the  crown  of  France  and  its  fervants  claimed 
as  Acadia,  and  poiTefled  as  fuch,  the  territory 
from  Pentagoet  or  P^nobfcot  to  the  moft  ex- 
tenfive  limits  in  difpute ;  the  grant  of  Nova- 
Scotia  by  James  I.  to  Sir  William  Alexander, 
Sept.  10,  1 62 1,  which  extended  to  the  River 
St.  Croix  on  the  weft,  and  to  the  St.  Law- 
rence on  the  north,  the  fpace  between  the 
St,  Croix  and  Pemaquid  being  held  by  him 
as  one  of  the  council  of  Plymouth  under  an- 
other grant,  by  an  agreement  among  the 
grantees,  whence  the  name  of  Nova-Scotia 
was  communicated  to  all  Acadia  ;  the  char- 
ter  of  the  Province  of  Maflachufetts  Bay, 
which  e.xprefsly  extends  to  the  Gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence  and  Canada  Rivers  ;  that  France 
received  the  fame  Acadia,  by  the  treaty  of 

Breda, 
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Breda,  which  England  at  this  time  demand- 
ed back  again  ;  the  words  of  the  ceffion  in 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  ^'  Nova-Scotia  or 
Acadia  in  its  full  extent,"  which  if  thefe 
names  could  be  fuppofed  to  apply  to  two  dif- 
ferent boundaries,  muft  include  the  whole ; 
that  if  the  ceffion  intended  only  the  penin- 
fula,  it  might  as  well  have  been  ceded  by 
that  defcription  ;  and  laftly,  the  treaty  of 
Aix-la-Chappelle,  which  ftipulates  that  all 
things  fhall  be  eftabliihed  on  the  foot  they 
were  or  ought  to  have  been  before  the  war. 

As  to  the  country  between  Penobfcot  and 
Kennebeck  rivers,  the  Engliih  fhewed  the 
commiffion  of  the  French  King's  governors 
to  extend  as  far  as  north  Virginia,  or  New- 
England,  which  muft  bound  Acadia  upon 
the  Engliih  territories ;  and  that  the  French 
infifted,  when  Acadia  was  theirs,  that  it  ex- 
tended as  far  weftward  as  the  latter  river : 
But  the  Englifh  had  an  indifputable  title  to 
this  trad,  from  difcovery,  adual  fettlement^ 
and  continued  poffeffion. 

The  French  relied  upon   the  conftru£lion 
of  the  treaty  of   Utrecht,  which  ftipulated 
the  ceffion  of  "  Nova-Scotia,  otherwife  call- 
ed 
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ed  Acadia,  in  its  full  extent,  according  to  its 
ancient  limits ;  as  alfo  of  the  town  of  Port 
Royal,  now  called  Annapolis  Royal,  and  in 
general  of  all  that  depend  on  the  faid  coun- 
tries and  iflands  belonging  to  them."  They 
urged,  that  ceding  Acadia  according  to  its 
ancient  limits,  was  reftriclive,  and  defignated, 
not  what  had,  at  any  time,  been  called  by 
that  name,  but  what  the  ancient  name  com- 
prehended 5  and  Port  Royal  or  Annapolis 
being  mentioned  particularly,  fhows  that 
that  place  was  not  a  part  of  Acadia,  other- 
wife  the  exprefs  mention  of  it  would  have 
been  needlefs  ;  that  the  reafbn  why  the  cef- 
fion  was  not  by  the  name  of  the  penlnfula 
of  Acadia,  was  becaufe  that  country  included 
only  a  part  of  the  peninfula  ;  that  if  any  light 
was  to  be  thrown  upon  the  conilrudion  of 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  from  the  principle  of 
the  firft  difcovery  and  fettlement  of  the  ter- 
ritory in  difpute,  it  was  in  favour  of  the 
French  ;  that  the  voyage  of  Sebaftion  Cabot, 
in  1497,  when  he  difcovered  Newfoundland, 
was  undertaken  with  the  fole  defign  of  feek- 
ing  a  paiTage  by  ihe  North-Wefl  to  the  Eail- 
Indies,  and  not  of  forming  fettlements,  and 
was  not  judged  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
England  ;  and  the  French  might,  with  greater 

re^n^ 
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reafon,  arrogate  to  themfelves  the  empire  of 
the  Wefterii  Coaft  of  Africa  ;  they  having 
not  only  difcovered  it  in  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury, before  it  was  known  to  any  other  na- 
tion in  Europe,  bu^  traded  thither,  and  form- 
ed fettlements. 

As  to  actual  poffeflion,  they  contended  that 
the  firft  French  projed  for  obtaining  a  fet- 
tlement  in  America,  was  the  attempt  by  the 
Baron  De  Lery  in  151 8,  but  the  firft  project 
of  the  Hke  nature  formed  by  the  Enghih  was 
not  till  fixty-five  years  after,  in  1583,  when 
Sir  Humphry  Gilbert  went  to  view  the  Ifland 
iof  Nevv^fo  midland. 

That  the  firft  embarkation  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  France,  to  attempt  an  eftabliftiment 
In  America,  was  in  1535,  by  James  Cartier, 
when  he  built  a  fort  in  Canada  and  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  country  ;  but  the  firft  tranf- 
plantation  of  the  inhabitants  by  the  Englifh, 
for  fettling  colonies  in  North- America,  was 
not  till  fifty  years  after,  in  1585,  when  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  landed  about  one  hundrecj 
inen  in  the  Ifland  of  Roanoke.  \ 

That 
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That  the  firil  folic!  and  durable  fettle  merits 
made  by  the  French,  were  thofe  on  the  coail 
of  the  Etchemins,  in  1604,  "^^^^  afterwards 
removed  over  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to   Port 
Royal,  in  1 605  ;  but  the  firft  of  all  the  fet- 
tlements  made   by  the  Englifli   was   that  of 
Virginia,  which   was  not  begun   till    1607, 
when  it  was  confined  to  very  narrow  limits  ; 
thofe    of    New-England    were    much    later. 
When   Smith  went   to  view   the  country  in 
1 614,  it  was  only  known  by  French  names, 
and  he  relates   that  that  of  Canada  Jl'ifled  all 
the  others.     The  Engliili  did  not  begin  any 
fettlements  there  till    1620,  at  New  Plym- 
outh; thofe  of  Maifachufetts  Bay,  or  New-En- 
gland, properly  fo  called,  were  not  till  1629, 
twenty  years  after  the  firft  French  fettlements 
were  made  on  the  coaft  of  the  Etchemins  ; 
and  the  foundation  of  Quebec,  the  capital  of 
Canada,  which  was  laid  in  1608,  was  twenty- 
two  years  before  that  of  Bofton,  which  was, 
not  founded  till  1630. 

That  France  did  not  take  the  country  by 
the  treaty  of  Breda  as  a  ceffion,  but  as  a  ref- 
titution,  fhe  having  been  the  original  owner 
•fit. 

That 
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That  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexandef, 
fo  much  relied  upon  by  the  Englifh,  was  on 
condition  that  the  country  was  vacant,  which 
was  not  the  fadl ;  and  was  alfo  pofterior  to 
the  grant  of  the  French  King  to  Dumonts,  in 
1 60^  ;  that  this  grant  being  void,  the  bounds 
of  the  country  defcribed  by  it  under  the 
name  of  Nova-Scotia,  never  known  to  the 
French  till  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  became  a 
nullity  likewife ;  and  fo  the  words  "  Nova- 
Scotia  or  Acadia,"  ufed  in  that  treaty,  could 
imply  only  the  ancient  Acadia,  or  part  of  the 
peninfula ;  and  its  being  mentioned  by  "  its 
ancient  limits,"  was  to  guard  againft  the  falfe 
boundaries  affigned  to  it  by  the  modern 
name  ;  that  the  reafon  of  the  country  of  the 
Etchemins  being  included  under  the  name  of 
Acadia,  was  owing  to  a  controverfy  between 
two  French  governors,  after  which  the  fuc- 
cefsful  one  took  this  method  to  extend  his 
dominion,  and  that  this  country  had  been 
granted  by  the  French  crown  as  a  part  of 
Canada  or  New  France  ;  and  feveral  other 
places,  included  by  the  Englifli  in  their  Aca- 
dia, had  been  granted  only  as  neighbouring 
countries  wuth  it. 

As 
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As  to  the  weftern  bounds  of  Acadia,  the 
board  of  trade  and  plantations  had  declared 
that  the  limits  of  New-England  ought  of 
right  to  extend  to  St.  Croix  River,  by  which 
they  would  referve  to  themfelves  Kennebeck 
and  the  river  Penobfcot  within  thofe  limits  ; 
and  now  Acadia  was  to  be  brought  up  to 
Penobfcot ;  that  by  the  charter  of  1 606,  the 
two  Virginias  ought  to  extend  no  farther 
than  to  the  diftance  of  fifty  miles  along  the 
coafl:  from  the  place  of  their  firft  eftabliih- 
ment;  wherefore  the  moil  northerly  fettlement 
of  them,  New  Plymouth,  is  fo  far  from 
reaching  to  the  St.  Croix,  that  the  charter 
would  not  even  bring  it  to  Bofton  ;  that  by 
the  charter  of  William  and  Mary,  the  river 
Sagadahock  bounds  New  England,  to  which 
was  added  all  that  country  to  which  the  En- 
gliih  had  given  the  name  of  Nova-Scotia, 
and  all  the  country  ntuated  between  that 
ideal  province  and  New^-England,  v/hich  was 
to  extend  from  the  river  St.  Croix  to  that  of 
Sagadahock.  In  regard  to  the  country  weft 
of  Sagadahock,  the  provincial  government 
was  vefled  with  full  power  to  make  defini- 
tively all  the  grants  they  fhould  think  proper 
therein  ;  but  with  refped  to  the  country  eaft 
of  Sagadahock,  the  King  referved  to  himfelf 
R  the 
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the  right  of  confirming  them  ;  and  whence 
arofe  this  difference,  but  from  its  being 
knovrn  in  Enghmd  that  they  had  no  legal 
right  to  this  country  ?  and,  as  a  confirmation 
of  this,  they  did  not  even  give  it  a  name. 

The  object  of  the  prefent  work  w^ill  not 
admit  of  our  taking  a  fuller  view  of  this  con- 
troverfy ;  thofe  who  have  a  curiofity  to 
purfue  it  thoroughly  are  referred  to  a  collec- 
tion of  all  the  memorials  refpedling  it,  printed 
in  Engliih  at  the  Hague,  in  the  year  1756, 
from  which  this  fketch  was  coUeded. 


letters  on  Such  bciug  the  unfettled  limits  of  thefe 

Gen  Court    ^'^^'^^   natious  iu  Nova-Scotia,  that  province 
LaGaiiifio-    neceiTarily  became  the  victim  of  their  efforts 

mere  to  •' 

Mafcarene,    to  iTain  foot  hcM  withiu  it*     One  p-reat  mean 

Jan.  15,  *^  ^  ^ 

1749-    ,      which  the  French  poffeffed  was  the  influence 

liajonqulere 

to  cornwai-  of  their  priefts.     By  the  third   article  of  the 

lis   2 id.  0(51. 

17V  capitulation  in  the  year  1727,  the  inhabitants 

Shirley  toLa        ^    .  ,.  „  ,  .  ,      .  |. 

Gaiiifxo-  or  Acaciia  were  allowed  to  retain  their  relig- 
9, 1749.  ion,  and,  by  virtue  of  it,  the  bifhop  of  Que- 
bec continued  the  right  of  appointing  priefts, 
and  confidered  the  country  as  within  his 
diocefs.  This  authority,  among  a  people 
devoted  to  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  was 
a  greater  engine  of  power  than  even  a  ftand- 

ing 
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ing  army,  and  without  doubt,  it  was  efFedu- 
ally  ufed  to  fubferve  the  interefts  of  France. 
Lieutenant-Governor  Mafcarene,  therefore, 
immediately  fent  the  prieft  from  Minas  for 
treafonable  practices,  exafted  new  fubmiffion 
from  the  people  of  Beau-Baffin  and  BayVerte, 
whence  the  French  had  withdrawn  a  detach- 
ment of  their  men,  and  took  meafures  for 
procuring  a  like  fubmiffion  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  St.  John's  River,  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  Of  thefe  proceedings 
the  Governor  of  Canada  complained,  and 
demanded  at  the  fame  time,  not  only  that 
they  fhould  not  be  continued,  but  that  a  ref-  * 

tpration  of  fome  prifoners  hereafter-mention- 
ed fhould  be  made  ;  and  fuggefled  that  it  w^as  *^^ 
neceffary  to  the  fecurity  and  tranquillity  of 
the  frontiers  of  MafTachufetts  Bay,  that  his 
demands  fhould  be  complied  with.  This 
being  communicated  to  Governor  Shirley,  he 
juflified  the  condud:  of  the  Englifh  in  his 
anfwer  with  much  fpirlt,  and  obferved,  that 
if  the  Governor  of  Canada  thought  £t  to 
make  himfelf  a  party  in  an  Indian  war  againft 
him,  he  doubted  not  that  his  Majefty's  fub- 
je£ts  upon  the  continent,  would  be  able  to 
make  juft  reprifals  upon  Cauc^da,  when  it 

fhould 
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fhould  be  his  Majefty's  pleafure  to  have  them 
do  it. 


7th.  Nov.  ^^  Jonquiere,  on  his  part,  fent  three  de-* 

1749-  tachments    towards  the   entrance  of  the  pe-^ 

ninfula  ;  and  feveral  tribes  of  the  St.  John's 
River    Indians    attacked   Minas,   killed  and 
took  a  party  of  eighteen  men,  and  after  fum- 
t  moning  the  fort  to  furrender,  and  continually 

firing  upon   it    for  a  month,  they  retired, 
without  efFedling  any  further  injury.     This 
determined  Gornwallis,  the  Governor  of  No^ 
Letter  Corn-  va-Scotia,  to  attempt  to  chaftife  the  favages  as 
phips,  Dec.    foon  as  the  feafon  would  permit  him,  and  he 
'  '''''^^'      requefted    the    aid  of  Maflachufetts    in  his 
plans.     But  the  Lieutenant-Governor  could 
not    prevail    upon   himfelf  to    declare   war 
againft  the  Penobfcots,  fome  of  whom  were 
fufpefl;ed  to  have  been  concerned  in  this  at- 
'    tack,  before  they  fhould  be  heard,  after  fo 
recently    concluding    a   treaty    with    them. 
letter  Corn.  Coniwailis   appears  to  have   entertained  the 

to  Phips  1  •     1      /tl    .        .  . 

April  ii,  higheit  indignation  at  this  moderate  temper, 
and  to  have  expreffed  it  even  in  terms  of 
ftrong  reproach.     Neverthelefs,  the  General 

June 9,1 750.  AfTcmbly  voted,  that  they  were  unable  to  aid 
in  expelling  the  forces  which  had  been  fent 
from   Canada   to   take   poffeffion  of  Nova-r 

Scotia  \ 


P  H  I  P  S.  133 

Scotia  ;  and  complained  of  the  exemption  of 
the  other  colonies  from  the  charge  of  defend- 
ing it.  But  Gornwallis,  without  waiting  for 
external  aid,  difpatched  a  party  of  four  hun- 
dred regulars  and  rangers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Lawrence,  to  diflodge  the 
French  and  Indians  from  Chigne^flo.  He  J^^pjjp^^'^^'' 
thought  himfelf  juftified  in  this,  from  the  May3,.75P. 
condud:  of  the  French  priefts,  in  exciting  the  * 

Indians  to  the  late  attack,  in  caufmg  the  in- 
habitants  of  Chigneclo  to  fwear  allegiance  to 
the  French  King,  in  ftirring  up  others  to  re- 
bellion, and  in  ufmg  promifes  and  threats  to 
make  them  retire  from,  the  country  under  his 
government. 

Upon  this  force  appearing  in  fight,  La 
Corne,  the  French  Commander,  fet  fire  to 
Beau-Baflin,  carried  the  inhabitants,  with 
their  effects,  over  the  river,  where  he  planted 
the  French  colours,  fupported  them  by  a 
force  of  2,500  men,  with  whom  he  lined  the 
dykes,  and  declared  that  he  would  defend 
his  poft  to  the  iaft  extremity.  The  country 
from  Chigned:o,  along  the  north  fide  of  the 
Bay  of  Fundy  to  Kennebeck  river,  he  claimed 
as  belonging  to  his  Moil  Chriftian  Majep!:y  ; 
and  it  appeared  to  be  the  v/ifh  of  the  French 

to 
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to  draw  the  inhabitants  to  this  tra61:  from  the 
peninfula.  The  efFedt  of  this  affair  was,  the 
building  of  forts  at  Minas  and  Beau-Baffin 
by  the  Enghih,  and  others  in  oppofition  to 
them,  at  Beau-fejour  and  Gafpareux,  by  the 
French, 

This  fpirlted  behaviour  of  La  Corne  ap- 
pears to  have  equally  irritated  and  furprifed 
Governor  Cornwallis,  who  termed  it  the 
faithlefs,  violent  proceedings  and  ambitious 
•  views  of  the  French,  of  which  he  fent  an  ac- 
count to  England,  and  again  called  upon  the 
northern  Britifh  colonies  to  take  vigorous 
meafures  to  affift  him  in  driving  them  out  of 
his  province^ 

Although  the  Maffachufetts  government,,, 
exhaufted  as  they  were,  found  themfelves 
unable  again  to  dillodge  the  French  forces 
from  Nova-Scotia,  yet  the  commander  in 
chief  held  up  the  caufe  of  that  province  as 
their  owp,  in  his  letters  to  the  Governor  of 
Canada,  and  every  exertion  within  their 
power  was  made.  Diredlions  were  given 
for  afcertaining  whether  the  Penobfcots  were 
concerned  in  the  affair  at  Minas.  Lord  Col- 
vill  was  requefted  to  proceed  with  his  frigatQ 

to 
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Gen.  Court 


750. 


to  feize  any  French  fettlers  who  might  be  on  ^f^^;  ^^^^ 

the  coaft  ;  and  the  provincial  armed   floop  ^°' ' 

was  put   under  his  command  upon  the  fame  '7"5°* 
fervice. 

The  diffipation  of  manners  and  the  clidck  ctn.  court 
to  population  neceffarily  refuking  from  the  24,174^. 
late  circumftances  of  the  country,  demanded 
and  received  the  attention  both  of  individuals 
and  the  government*  The  former  eftablifh- 
ed  the  fociety  for  promoting  indullry  and 
frugality,  and  the  latter  purchafed  the  fai^to- 
ry  in  Bofton,  to  forward  their  vievr^s ;  and 
granted  likewife  four  townfhips  of  land  for 
the  ufe  of  foreign  Proteftants,  permitting  the 
provincial  frigate  to  be  employed  in  their 
tranfportation. 

Among  the  laws  palled  by  the  Geneial 
Court  in  the  year  1749,  belides  thofe  for 
calling  in  the  bills  of  credit  already  fpoken 
of,  we  may  notice  the  a6t  to  prevent  vexa- 
tious law-fuits,  by  which  perfonal  adions 
were  limited  to  the  counties  where  one  or 
the  other  of  the  parties  lived  ;  and  an  a.di  for 
puniihing  offenders)  who  might  attempt  to 
extort  money  from  perfons  by  menacing  let- 
ters,  a  crime    actually  pradifed   upon   the 

Governor, 
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Governor,  and  feveral   other  perfons  in  this 
Province  and  Nev^^-Hampfhire. 

Eoihn's  ^^^  ^^'7  inftance,  in  later  periods,  of  any 

Letter*.  attempt  affedling  the  religious  liberties  of  the 
Britilli  Goionifts  being  made  in  England, 
occurred  in  the  prefent  year.  This  confifted 
in  the  originating  or  reviving  of  a  plan  for 
fending  Bifhops  to  America.  The  political 
reafon  on  which  it  vras  founded  was  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  feveral  nonjuring  clergymen 
in  the  intereft  of  the  Pretender  having  come 
into  the  country  from  Great-Britain,  vvhofe 
influence  it  was  neceffary  to  countera£t  and 
deftroy.  But  fome  leading  perfons  in  the 
miniflry  being  oppofed  to  it,  the  projeft  was 
laid  afide  in  the  Cabinet.  Neverthelefs,  the 
fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpel,  from  dif- 
ferent views,  no  doubt,  took  it  under  their 
patronage  ;  and  confidering  the  chief  ob- 
ftrudiion  to  it  as  arifmg  from  a  fuppofed 
jealoufy  in  the  Colonies,  that  introducing 
ecclefiaftical  jurifdidiion  among  them  might 
interfere  w4th  fome  rights,  which  by  cuftom 
or  by  adts  of  their  refped:ive  aflemblies  were 
vefted  in  Other  hands,  they  Hated, 

I.     That 
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1.  That  no  coercive  power  is  defired 
over  the  laity  in  any  cafe,  but  only  a  power 
to  regulate  the  behaviour  of  the  clergy  who 
are  in  Epifcopal  orders,  and  to  corred  and 
punifh  them  according  to  the  law  of  the 
Church  of  England,  in  cafe  of  miibehaviour 
or  neglect  of  duty,  with  fuch  power,  as  the 
eommifl'aries  have  exercifed. 

2.  That  nothing  is  defired  for  fuch 
bifhops  that  may  in  the  leaft  interfere  with 
the  dignity,  or  authority,  or  intereft  of  the 
Governor,  or  any  other  officer  of  State.  Pro- 
bates of  wills,  licenfe  for  marriage,  &c.  to 
be  left  in  the  hands  where  they  are ;  and  no 
fhare  in  the  temporal  government  is  defired 
forbifhops. 

3,  The  maintenance  of  fuch  bifliops  not 
to  be  at  the  charge  of  the  Colonies. 

4,  No  bifliops  are  intended  to  be  fettled 
in  places  where  the  government  is  in  the 
hands  of  Diffenters,  as  in  New-England,  &c. 
but  authority  to  be  given  only  to  ordain 
clergy  for  fuch  Church  of  England  congre- 
gations as  are  amongft  them,  and  to  infped: 

S  into 
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into  the  manners  and  behaviour  of  fuch  cler- 
gy, and  to  confirm  the  members  thereof. 

As  the  Province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay 
was  flightly  interefted  in  the  terms  of  thefe 
propofitions,  and  net  at  all  affected  by  any 
future  progrefs  of  Epifcopacy  under  the  royal 
government,  the  reader,  it  is  prefumed,  will 
be  fatisfied  with  this  ftatement  of  the  fadl, 
wathout  comment  upon  a  fyftem  fo  eflential- 
ly  interwoven  with  the  government  of  En- 
gland :  but  fo  diftind  and  harmlefs  under 
the  political  eftablifhments  of  America. 

The  peace  with  the  eaftern  Indians  was 
fcarcely  concluded,  when  an  accident  took 
place  which  had  nearly  brought  the  whole 
Bee.  2,1 749.  Province  into  a  frefh  Hate  of  war.  A  quar- 
rel happened  at  Wifcaffet,  between  feveral 
white  men  and  fome  of  the  Norridgewock 
tribe  who  are  included  under  the  general 
name  of  Abenaquis,  wherein  one  of  the  latter 
was  killed,  and  two  badly  wounded.  The 
unalterable  refentment  of  Indians  made  this 
event  a  matter  of  ferious  concern  ;  and  it 
beeame  more  fo  from  a  refcue  of  the  fuppofed 
murderers  from  the  hands  of  juftice  at  Fal- 
mouth, after  they  had  been  apprehended  un- 
der 
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der  the  Governor's  prcclamation.  The  iin- 
mediate  relations  of  the  {\?dn  Indian  appeared 
to  be  well  reconciled  to  complying  with  the 
provifion  made  in  the  treaty  for  fapprefTing 
private  revenge,  and  were  not  averfe  from 
being  appeafed  by  fuitabie  prefents.  But  the 
Arefaguntacooks  and  Weweenocks,  colonies 
of  the  Abenaquis  fituated  on  the  river  St. 
Francis,  in  French  neighbourhood,  feized  this 
occafion  to  influence  the  Penobfcots,  and  to 
carry  war  into  Maflachufetts.     In  purfuance 

\  ^  ^   ^  ^  Letter  CIi«- 

of  this  plan,  about  eiehty   Canadian  Indians  *"«  ^  T^i^h'^ 

,  "^  ^  Sept.  24, 

marched,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  Governor  175c. 
of  Trois-Riviers,  as  it  was  faid,  to  the  caftern 
parts  of  the  Province, 

In  the  mean  time,  the  government  w^as 
careful  to  purfue  the  late  treaty,  by  providing  p^f/g^f  j  .^^ 
the  means  of  executing  juflice  according  to  ^jJorHd^l 
law  upon  the  fuppofed  murderers.     One  of  ^^o^^k^J^^y 
them  having  been  tried  and  acquitted  in  the 
county  of  York,  the  General  Court  ordered 
the  two  who  remained,  to  be   removed  for 
trial  into  the  county  of  Middlefex,  from  an 
apprehenfion,  no  doubt,  that  the  prejudices  of 
the  people  in  the   neighbourhood  of  the  In- 
dians, would  not  admit  of  an  impartial  trial 

in 
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in  fuch  a  caufe.  The  relations  and  chiefs  of 
the  injured  Indians  were  invited  to  be  prefent 
at  the  trial,  that  they  might  be  witnefles  to 
Au^.i,T75o,  ^^^  fairnefs  of  the  proceedings.  Thirteen  of 
Evening  them  arrivcd  at  Bofton  to  confer  upon  the 
fubjed:,  and  having  accommodated  the  bufi- 
nefs  with  the  Governor,  they  returned,  ap- 
parently well  fatisfied. 

1750.  But  their  family  auxiliaries  from  Canada 

did  not  fufFer  the  bufinefs  to  pafs   ofi*  in  fo 

Letter  Phlps  r  n 

toCoi.Ezck.  ealy  a  manner.     About  the  i  ith.  of  Septem- 
sept.  27!       ber,  they  attacked  the  Fort  at   Richmond  5 
on  the  2 1  ft.  they  carried  off  a  prifoner  from 
New-Marblehead,    and    on    the   25th.   they 
entered  into  the   midft  of  the  fettlement  at 
Denny  to"^*    Gcorgctown,  aud   attacked  a  houfe  within 
2^^1750!^*    call  of  the  garrifon,  fituated  upon  Parker's 
Ifland.     Here  they  met  with  an  inftance  of 
valour,  from  a  man  who  was  alone  in  the 
building,  which  is  deferving  of  notice.     He 
defended    his    habitation    until    the    favages 
broke  into  it,  and  then  leaping  out  of  a  back 
window,  fought  his  fafety  in  flight ;  but  the 
clofenefs  of  the  purfuit  obliged  him  to  take 
to  the  river,  and  attempt  the  faving  of  his  life 
by  fwimming  to  the  Ifland  of  Arrowfick.     In 

this 
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this  trad,  however,  the  enemy  purfued  him 
in  a  canoe,  and  muft  have  difpatched  him  in 
the  water,  had  it  not  been  for  his  peculiar 
adroitnefs  and  prefence  of  mind.  In  this 
difadvantageous  pofition,  he  turned  upon  his 
purfuers,  overfet  their  ikifF,  and  by  this  in- 
genious fhipwreck  threw  them  upon  the  fame 
level  with  himfelf.  When  his  enemies  were 
thus  diflodged  from  their  float,  he  reached 
the  fhore  uninjured,  and  effeded  his  efcape  ; 
whilft  they  meanly  exhaufted  their  vengeance 
by  burning  his  little  houfe  and  hovel,  in  re- 
turn for  the  effects  of  his  valour,  which,  from 
the  blood  difcovered  in  their  trad,  appeared 
not  to  be  inconfiderable.  The  hoftile  favages 
had  vifited  Swan-Ifland,  and,  having  done 
what  mifchief  they  thought  to  be  within  their  Letter  jab?z 
power,  by  killing  cattle,  burning  houfes  and  pSps%a!' 
taking  prifoners,  they  returned  with  fourteen 
captives  to  Canada. 


10,1750. 


This  daring  invafion  of  the  frontiers  im-  ordersPh 
preffed  the  whole  Province.     The  Governor  sc^,"!^;^^' 
gave  orders  to  alarm  the  neighbouring  towns,  ^^^''' 
and  to  fend  one  hundred  men  on  a  fcouting 
party  to  fcour  the  woods ;    but  the  enemy 
had  marched  off.     He  called  the   General  ^'p^^^' 

Court 


ps 
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Court  together,  and  laid  before  them  the  ad- 
vices he  had  received  of  hoftilities  being  com- 
mitted.    They  voted  150  men  to  defend  the 
frontiers, and  conceiving  that  this  invafion  was 
undertaken  at  the  inftigation  of  the  French, 
Draught  of    they  requefted  the  commander   in  chief  to 
ordered,  on    traufmit  a  letter  remonftrating   againft  this 
the  Gen.       condudi,  and  demanding  the  releafe  of  the 

Court.  .  (. 

priloners* 


Lcttersfrom       After  the  Canadian  Indians  had  retired, 
j^ow,  oa  6,  tj^g  Norrideewocks  and  Penobfcots  appeared 

1750.  Jabez  *-'  ^  * 

Bradbury,     ^q  folicit  a  rcucwal  of  their  trade  and  former 

oa.  10, 

1750, and      connexions;    and  in  the  fpring  of  the  year^ 

liCweSquad- 

cck,  oa.io,  thofe  of  the  St.  Francis  and  Cagnawaga  tribes 
likewife  intimated  a  difpofition  for  peace. 


In  tracing  the  manners  and  tafte  of  the 
people,  it  is  material  to  notice  a  temporary 
law  of  the  prefent  year  prohibiting  theatrical 
entertainments.  The  exhibition  which  gave 
rife  to  this  moral  regulation,  is  faid  to  have 
been  played  at  the  CofFee-Houfe,  in  Bofton, 
by  two  young  Englifhmen,  aflifted  by  fome 
volunteer  comrades  from  the  town.  The 
Orphan,  or  Unhappy  Marriage,  by  Otway, 
was  feledled  for  the  fubjeft.     Some  difturb- 

ances 
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ances  ariimg  at  the  door  from  the  eagernefs  pember- 
of  the  inhabitants  to  become  fpedxators,  ren-  MafTadm-* 
dered   the   affair   more   notorious ;    and   the  noio^v^''°" 
Legiflature,  adhering  to  the  firfl:  principles  of 
their  forefathers,  took  occafion  from  it  to  at- 
tempt   the   continuing   and   perpetuating  to 
pofterity,  the  fyflem  of  economy  and  purity, 
which  had  fmgularized  the  fettlement  of  the 
country.     Succeffive  Legillatures  revived  the 
law  for  near  half  a  century,  until  the  over- 
bearing zeal  which  difplayed  two  theatres  in 
the   capital,    influenced  the  government   to 
defift  from  the  further  control  of  fuch  a  pre- 
vailing change  in  the  manners  of  the  people. 

The  allowance  of  falaries  to  the  civil  lift 
for  this  year,  including  more  than  fix  months 
fervices  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  but  ex- 
clufive  of  the  pay  of  the  members  of  the 
Legiflature,  and  of  the  Governor,  Vv^ho  was  ab- 
fent,  amounted  to  ;^.  1 864..  1 3,.4,a  fum  which, 
compared  with  the  prefent  expenfe  of  govern- 
ment, rather  ferves  to  fhow  the  depreciation 
of  money,  and  the  neceflfary  extenfion  of  the 
feveral  public  departments,  than  any  devia- 
tion from  that  principle  of  economy  which 

the 
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the  moft  meritorious  lervices  have  never  re- 
laxed into  profufion.* 


*  The  proportions  were 

To  the  Lieutenant  Governor  ;f  .200 

Judges  750 

Secretary  .106..  13. .4, 

Treafurer  186,. 6. .8 

CommifTary  1 60 

Prefident  of  Harvard  College       186..13..4 
Profeflbr  of  Divinity  1 00 

Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefent.  64 
Two  Chaplains  1 1 

Me/Tenger  100 

;^.  I  864..  1 3. .4 


y 
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CHAP.     VII. 

A5i  of  Parltament  for  rejlraining  bills  of  credit 
in  the  Colofiies — Complaint  of  the  Wejl-In-^ 
d'lan  ftigar  planters  agahift  the  Northern 
Colonies — Ceffation  of  hoflilities  againji  the 
Eafern  Indians — Meafures  for  civilizing 
the  Mohawks — Controverfy  refpeding  the 
right  of  appointing  the  Attorney-General — 
Ad  of  Parliament  to  prevent  the  ereSiing  of 
Slitting^mills-Small-Pox — Conference  with 
the  Eafern  Indians — Governor  Shirley  re- 
turns— The  Treaty  with  the  Indians  re- 
newed^ 

THE  fyftem  of  Britifh  admlniftratlon  In  ,,,,, 
the  government  of  the  Colonies,  which 
terminated  in  producing  fuch  important 
events,  cannot  be  too  minutely  traced  in  any 
ftage  of  its  progrefs.  We  therefore  introduce 
the  hiftory  of  the  year  1751,  with  a  recital 
of  two  tranfadions  in  Parliament,  which  we 
conceive  to  be  of  effential  confequence  in 
this  refpeO: ;  the  one  as  it  develops  the  in- 
trigues of  the  miniftry  to  extend  the  preroga- 
tives of  the  crown  ;  the  other  as  it  fhows  the 
relative  importance  of  the  northern  Colonies, 

T  the 
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the  nature  of  their  trade,  and  the  tenor  on 
which  they  were  fuffered  to  carry  it  on  :  and 
we  fhall  find  that  the  Colonifts  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, hke  the  clouds  that  floated  over  her 
ifland,  traverfed  the  commercial  horizon 
through  all  its  extenfive  circuit,  and  attrafted 
the  enriching  exhalations  of  its  various  chan- 
nels, only  to  difcharge  them  in  fructifying 
fhowers,  and  with  unreferved  profufion,  into 
her  bofom. 


£oiian»s  In  the  year  1 748,  a  bill  had  been  brought 

July  12,        into  Parliament,   by  which  ail  the  King  s  in- 
ftruftions  were  to   be  enforced  in  the  Colo- 


^7  so. 


nles  ;  but  the  plan  was  too  bold  to  ftand 
againft  oppofition,  when  detected  and  fairly 
explained.  It  fwept  away  all  the  charters 
without  trial  or  legal  judgment,  and  eflabliih- 
ed  a  precedent  Vv^hich  might  finally  have 
dragged  the  mother  country  herfelf  into  def- 
potifm  and  ruin.  Advantage,  however,  was 
taken  this  year,  of  the  defire  of  all  honeft 
men  to  abolifli  the  paper  currencies  in  Amer- 
ica, and  a  bill,  formed  to  effect  this  laudable 
plan,  was  clogged  with  a  provifion  to  give 
efficacy  to  the  royal  inftrudions  in  this  par- 
ticular only.  The  bills  of  credit  having  been 
ufed  as  money   in   the  Colonies,   and   the 

King's 
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King's  prerogative  over  the  com  being  very 
extenfive,  it  was  expeded  that  a  precedent  _ 
might  be  eftabUfhed  as  it  refpeded  this  ob- 
jed  ;  and  when  once  admitted  in  fo  plaufible 
a  cafe,  might  be  extended  to  others,  until  the 
whole  views  of  th^^  firfl  bill  fhould  be  gradu- 
ally adopted.  The  abufes  of  paper  money 
fyftems  were  a  great  aid  to  the  plan,  as  the 
abolifhing  of  them  Vv^as  fo  obvioufly  juft,  that 
a  collateral  or  incidental  point  could  be  eafily 
thrown  into  the  current,  which  was  fet  fo 
ftrongly  againft  thofe  reprobated  engines  of 
mifchief.  The  great  hazard  which  the  rights 
of  the  Colonies  were  undergoing  by  this, 
fweeping  claufe  in  favour  of  royal  power, 
which  would  have  levelled  every  check 
founded  upon  the  grants  and  charters  of  the 
crown,  excited  a  proportionable  oppofition 
on  the  part  of  the  Province.  An  alarm  was 
given,  and  the  baneful  attempt  was  refifted 
by  the  provincial  agent  with  happy  fuccefs. 
The  ads  of  the  crown  in  granting  and  con- 
firming the  foil,  and  eftablifning  the  liberties 
of  the  Colonifts,  were  too  inconfiftent,  Vxdth 
the  prefent  contrivance  to  render  both  de- 
pendent upon  its  pleafure,  to  ftand  a  fcrutiny. 
An  offer  was  at  length  made  to  leave  out 
MafTachufetts  from  the  bill,  and  retain  the 

matter 
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matter  of  the  inftructions,  or  to  leave  them 
out  and  retain  the  Province.  The  agent  in- 
fifted  upon  the  omiffion  of  both.  However, 
'  the  latter  alternative  prevailed  ;  and  may  be 
confidered  as  a  happy  efcape  for  the  liberties 
of  ihe  Px"ovince  from  the  grafp  of  the  crown. 
Thus  originated  the  a£l:  for  regulating  and 
reftraining  bills  of  credit  in  the  Colonies,  by 
which  no  fuch  money  was  allowed,  except- 
ing for  the  current  expenfes  of  the  year,  and 
in  cafe  of  an  invafion  ;  but  in  no  cafe  was  it 
to  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  payment  of  debts, 
on  pain  of  difmiiTion  from  office  on  the  part 
of  any  provincial  governor  who  might  affent 
to  it,  and  a  perpetual  incapability  of  ferving 
in  any  public  employment. 

At  the  fame  feffion  of  Parliament  came  on 
the  complaint  of  the  Weft-India  fugar  plant- 
ers againft  the  northern  Colonies.  This 
was  a  very  unequal  conteft  as  it  refpedled  the 
circumftances  of  the  parties  ;  the  complain- 
ants being  one  of  the  moft  wealthy  and  in- 
fluential clafs  of  fubjeds  within  the  Britifh 
dominions,  whilft  the  accufed  were  known  to 
pofTefs  very  moderate  local  advantages,  and 
to  have  little  more  than  their  induftry  and 
economy  to  boaft  of. 

The 
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The  Weft-Indians  charged  the  northern 
Colonifts  with  being,  in  fad:,  the  agents  of 
France,  and  other  foreign  nations,  carrying 
on  commerce  in  Europe  and  America,  but 
efpecially  to  the  foreign  fugar  Colonies,  for 
their  benefit,  and  againft  the  intereft  of  the 
mother  country,  and  thus  preparing  the 
means  of  finally  becoming  independent  of 
her.  This  general  charge  was  detailed  iu 
feveral  particulars,  and  w^as  as  particularly 
anfwered  by  the  agent  for  the  MaiTachufetts 
Bay  as  it  refpeded  that  Province  ;  though  it 
ftiould  be  obferved,  that  Rhode-Ifland  was 
confidered  as  the  principal  aggreflbr.  It  was 
alleged  that  the  trade  was  carried  on  in  for- 
eign bottoms,  contrary  to  the  adt  of  naviga- 
tion, and  under  colour  of  flags  of  truce,  both 
of  which  charges  were  denied,  and  the  latter 
retorted  upon  the  fugar  Colonies  ;  but  th^ 
evidence  of  this  was  too  pofitive,  as  it  re-? 
fpe(3:ed  fome  of  the  parties  concerned,  to  be 
eafily  diverted.  A  better  ground  of  defence 
was  taken,  when  it  was  fubmitted  whether  it 
was  not  the  policy  of  a  trading  nation,  when 
at  war,  to  fupply  the  enemy  wdth  any  thing 
which  a  neutral  nation  could  fupply  them 
with,  who   would  oiherwife  certainly  benefit 

the 
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the  enemy,  and  put  the  additional  profit  into 
th^ir  own  coffers, 

It  was  alfo  alleged,  that  the  northern  Colo- 
nifts  fupplied  the  French  with  lumber  necef- 
fary  for  their  fugar  works,  and  which  they 
could  not  procure  in  any  other  way,  efpecial- 
ly  as  the  navigation  of  the  River  St.  Law- 
rence was  too  hazardous  to  be  relied  on  by 
them  for  this  purpofe  ;  that  they  could  find 
no  vent  for  their  rum  and  molafles,  if  the 
Englifh  did  not  take  them,  which  they  were 
under  no  necefiity  of  doing  ;  as  their  own 
fugar  Colonies  could  make  fufficient  to  an- 
fwer  the  demand  of  thofe  on  the  continent  j 
and  but  for  their  affording  this  vent,  the 
French  might  be  diftrefled  in  their  fugar 
trade,  and  finally  beaten  out  of  all  the  foreign 
markets  in  Europe.  In  anfwer  to  this  it  was 
faid,  that  the  whole  of  the  French  fupplies 
for  mill-works,  &c.  being  already  had  at  the 
iflands,  or  brought  from  Old  France,  it  would 
by  no  means  be  impracticable  to  furnifh 
themfelves  with  boards  and  Ihingles  for  their 
buildings  from  the  fame  quarter,  if  Canada 
could  not  do  it :  but  it  was  abfurd  to  fuppofe, 
when  the  French  had  built  large  fliips  of  war 
m  that  province,  and  ufed  ^  number  of  trad- 
ing 
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ing  veflels  annually  up  and  down  the  river, 
that  they  could  not  avail  themfelves  of  the 
lumber  known  to  be  growing  there  ;  that 
the  Englifh  carried  about  2000  hogfheads  of 
rum,  diftilled  from  French  and  Dutch  mo- 
laffes,  yearly  to  the  coafl;  of  Guinea,  which 
the  French  v^ould  fupply  if  the  Englifh  did 
not ;  and  perhaps  would  introduce  it  by 
various  channels  into  the  Englifh  Colonies  5 
that  the  fugar  iflands  of  the  Englifh  would 
not  find  it  for  their  interefl  to  increafe  the 
quantity  of  their  fugar,  as  the  price  would 
diminifh  in  proportion,  nor  could  they  make 
rum  and  molaffes  enough  to  fupply  the 
northern  Colonies,  which  was  evident  from 
thofe  articles  having  rifen  fifty  per  cent,  with- 
in twenty  years ;  and  this  alfo  proved  that. 
the  former  did  not  want  encouragement,  fee- 
ing they  were  fupplied  with  neceffaries  for 
their  fiaves,  buildings  and  fugar  works,  at  as 
cheap,  or  a  cheaper  rate,  than  formerly ; 
that  as  to  beating  the  French  out  of  foreign 
markets,  it  could  never  be  done  whilft  the 
Englifh  fold  their  fugar  at  the  place  of  pro- 
duce, thirty  per  cent,  dearer  than  the  French 
fold  theirs ;  for  if  the  latter  were  to  add  the 
value  of  all  the  molaffes  which  they  fell  the 
Englifh  to  the   price   of  their   fugar,   they       * 

would 
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would  ftill  be  able  to  keep  them  far  out  of 
fight  at  foreign  markets.  When  the  Englifh 
Weft-India  fubjed:s  lliould  be  content  with  as 
moderate  profits  in  their  bufmefs  as  thofe  of 
the  northern  Colonies  were,  what  they  had  to 
fay  upon  this  head  might  deferve  attention  ; 
but  their  prefent  views  could  be  nothing 
more  than  to  raife  the  price  of  their  commo- 
dities upon  their  countrymen. 

Further  objections  were  made,  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  trade  carrying  away  money  from 
the  EngHfh  Weft-India  iftanders,  who,  in  the 
courfe  of  it,  were  obliged  to  pay  for  their 
lumber  in  cafh,  into  the  foreign  Colonies  who 
might  be  conftrained  to  purchafe  their  lum- 
ber of  the  Englifti  with  ready  money  only  ; 
that  in  this  trade  the  Englifti  took  European 
and  Eaft-India  commodities  from  foreigners, 
which  they  ought  to  take  only  from  the 
mother  country,  and  that  the  French  did  all 
in  their  power  to  encourage  it,  knowing  the 
immenfe  advantages  which  they  derived 
'  from  it. 

Thefe  objecElions  were  anfwered  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  as  the  Englifli  wanted  molalTes  more 
than  the  foreign  Colonies  wanted  their  articles 

in 
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In  exchange,  conftraint  did  not  fo  much  be- 
long to  them  as  to  the  French  ;  that  the 
charges  were  inconfiftent  with  one  another, 
it  being  in  one  inftance  alleged,  that  the 
northern  Colonies,  in  the  courfe  of  this  trade, 
imported  goods  from  foreign  European  ports, 
and  in  another,  that  they  imported  thofe 
goods  from  foreign  Colonies,  in  which  the 
goods  muft  have  been  obtained  fo  much 
dearer  than  in  Europe,  that  no  people  who 
had  the  one  means  would  have  recourfe  to 
the  other ;  but  that  no  fuch  importation  was 
made  from  either  quarter  to  any  great  value ; 
and  that,  although  the  Englifh  fometimes 
fent  money  to  foreign  Colonies,  yet,  upon  the 
whole,  they  got  more  gold  and  filver  by  the 
trade  than  they  parted  with  ;  that  as  to  the 
French  encouraging  this  trade,  it  was  fo  far 
from  being  the  cafe,  that  the  Englifh  were 
obliged  to  carry  it  on  through  the  medium 
of  the  Dutch  ifland  of  St.  Euftatia,  where  the 
French  fubjcfts  reforted  to  exchange  com- 
modities, in  exprefs  violation  of  their  King's 
cdids. 

The  laft  objection,  that  there  was  danger 
of  the  northern  Colonies  becoming  by  this 
trade   independent  of  the  mother  country, 

U  was 
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was  refuted,  by  fhowing  that  trading  even 
with  an  enemy  in  time  of  open  war,  did  not 
create  any  fuch  connexions  and  dependen- 
cies as  the  fugar  planters  fuggefted.  This, 
was  evidenced  in  the  cafe  of  the  Dutch,  who 
traded  with  Spain  when  they  carried  on  the 
fharpeft  war  againft  Philip  11.  and  in  the 
wars  of  Queen  Anne's  time,  when  they  trad- 
ed alfo  with  the  enemy.  But  the  military 
hiftory  of  the  country  which  difplayed  fo 
zealous  a  fpirit  againft  the  French,  and  in 
which  thofe  wiiO  had  traded  moft  with  them 
were  fome  of  the  foremoft,  proved  that  there 
was  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  call  in  queftioa 
the  inviolable  attachment  of  the  Province  of 
Maflachufetts  Bay  to  its  mother  country* 

Thefe  particular  objeftions  being  anfwer- 
cd,  the  utility  of  the  rum  trade  to  this  Prov- 
ince was  Ihown  by  fuch  a  thorough  Invefti- 
gation  of  it  in  its  various  dependencies,  as 
deferves,  we  think,  to  be  literally  extraded 
from  a  ftate  of  the  cafe,  fince  it  affords  the 
moft  fatisfactory  commercial  hiftory  of  the 
period  which  we  are  now  fpeaking  of  that 
perhaps  can  be  obtained. 

The 
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The  courfe  of  the  trade  of  Maflachufctts 
Bay  is  thus  defcribed  : 

I,  "A  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Maflachufetts  Bay  live  chiefly  by  the  fea, 
and  are  employed  in 

"  I.  Fifheries. 

"  2.  Navigation. 

"  3.  Building  and  providing  materials  for 
fhips. 

"  By  thefe  employments,  they  depend  up- 
on Great-Britain  for 

**  I.    Clothes. 

**  2.  Materials,  for  furnifhing  their  houfes, 
pf  many  kinds. 

"  3.  Cordage  and  fait  cloth  for  equipment 
of  theij?  veflels. 

*'  4.  Lines,  hooks  and  cables,  &c.  for  the 
fifhery. 

"  They  are  dependent  on  the  northern 
Colonies  for  bread  corn. 

''  Rum  is  their  chief  manufadlure ;  there 
being  upwards  of  1,5,000  hogfheads  of  rum 
manufactured  in  the  Province  annually. 

"This 
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**  This,  with  what  they  get  from  the  En- 
gliih  iflands,  is  the  grand  fupport  of  all  their 
trades  and  fifhery ;  and  without  which  they 
can  no  longer  fubfift. 

"  Rum  is  a  ftanding  article  in  the  India«l 
trade,  and  the  common  drink  of  all  the 
"  I.     Labourers. 
"  2,    Timber-men. 
«  3.    Maft-men. 
**  4.    Loggers  and 
"  5.    Fifhermen,  in  the  Province. 

"  Thefe  men  could  not  endure  the  hard- 
ihlps  of  their  employments  nor  the  rigour  of 
the  feafons  without  it. 

**  Rum  is  the  merchandize  principally 
inade  ufe  of  to  procure 


"  I.    Corn  and 

"  2.    Pork  for 

"  I.    Their  fifhermen  and 

"  2.    Other  navigation. 

1 

*'  The  ^eft  and  cheapeft  provifion 

in  this 

way  of  life. 

"  This 
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"  This  IS  done  in  winter,  when  there  is 
no  catching  fiih,  nor  any  other  employment 
for  the  fiihermen. 

^*  Then,  a  great  number  of  fifhing  veffels 
with  their  men,  go  to  North-Carolina,  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  &c.  there  trade  with  rum 
and  molafles  for  corn  and  pork  ;  which  ferves 
for  a  fupply  for  the  next  feafon, 

"  Newfoundland  has  large  annual  fupplies 
from  Maffachufetts  Bay  of  rum,  molafles, 
pork,  &c.  without  which  they  could  not  car- 
ry on  the  filhery  to  fo  much  advantage, 

"  Halifax,  at  prefent,  and  for  fome  years 
at  leafl:,  mufl:  depend  on  New-England  for 
a  fupply  of  thofe  articles,  in  order  to  carry 
on  the  filhery  ;  which  can  only  be  done  by 
coming  at  thofe  commodities  at  a  moderate 
price, 

"  The  rum  carried  from  Maflachufetts 
Bay,  and  the  other  northern  Colonies,  to  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  is  exchanged  for  gold  and 
flaves.  The  gold  is  fent  to  London,  to  help 
to  pay  for  their  annual  fupplies ;  and  the 
flaves  are  carried  to  the  Englifh  fugar  Colo- 
nies, 
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nies,  and  exchanged  for  their  commodities, 
or  fold  for  bills  of  exchange  on  Great-Britain. 

*'  So  that  rum  is  ufeful  in  all  their  traffic, 
cfpecially  in  fupporting  the  filhery ;  not  only 
as  it  is  the  common  drink  of  perfons  in  that 
bufinefs,  but  in  being  a  mean  of  employing 
the  veflels  and  men  at  a  feafon,  when  no 
other  bufinefs  can  be  carried  on  by  them  ; 
and  procuring  provifion  for  their  fupplies  ; 
which  otherwife  they  could  not  have  but  by 
their  labour  at  the  feafon  proper  for  fifh- 
ing  ;  But 

"  The  neceffity  of  the  molaffes  and  rum 
trade  to  fupport  the  fifhery,  will  appear  in  a 
ftronger  light,  when  it  is  confidered, 

"  I.  That  there  is  a  large  proportion  (ac- 
cording to  the  beft  information  now  to  be  had, 
25  per  cent,  of  the  whole  New-England  fifhr 
ery)  of  fifh  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  which 
they  call  Jamaica  and  refufe  fifh,  and  for 
which  there  is  no  vent  at  the  markets  in 
Europe.  This  is  the  chief  article  made  ufe 
of  for  procuring  rum  and  molaffes,  not  only 
from  the  Englifh  fugar  iflands  (which  are 
kept  continually  flocked  with  this  fort  of  fifh, 

and 
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and  with  veffels  waiting  for  their  molaffes) 
but  alfo  from  the  foreign  Colonies ;  who  take 
off  the  far  greater  part  of  this  fifh.  Such 
quantities  of  this  fort  of  fifh  are  made,  that 
the  whole  vent  in  the  Englifh  and  foreign 
Colonies  that  can  be  obtained,  is  not  always 
fufEcient  to  confume  the  whole,  but  fome^ 
times  confiderable  quantities  perifh. 

"  2.  That  In  the  Newfoundland  fifhery 
there  is  alfo  made  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
fifh,  of  inferior  quality,  called  prize  fifh,  and 
refufe  fifh  5  and  the  greater  part  of  their 
refufe  fifh  is  taken  off  by  the  traders  from 
Maffachufetts  Bay,  who  give  them  molaffes, 
rum,  and  other  commodities  for  it,  and  after- 
wards carry  it  to  the  foreign  Colonies,  and 
barter  it  for  their  molaffes  ;  and  without  this 
trade  to  the  foreign  Colonies,  the  New-En- 
gland traders  could  take  off  no  part  of  it : 
for  there  is  made  in  the  New-England  fifhery 
a  much  greater  quantity  of  refufe  fifh  than 
is  fufEcient  to  fupply  all  the  Englifh  fugar 
iflands. 

"  3.  There  is  carried  on  In  Maffachufetts 
Bay  alfo  a  large  fifhery  for  mackarel,  alewives 
and  other  fmall  fifh  ;  which  are  pickled,  and 

carried/ 
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carried,  fome  to  the  Englifh  fugar  illands, 
but  the  far  greater  part  to  the  foreign  Colo* 
nies," particularly  the  Dutch. 

"4.  Low  prized  horfes,  which  are  pro- 
duced in  the  country  wild,  without  much 
expenfe  or  labour,  fome  frnall  articles  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  fome  (but  according  to  the  beft 
information  but  little)  lumber,  with  fome 
lefler  articles,  are  alfo  exported  from  Maffa- 
chufetts  Bay  to  foreign  Colonies,  and  ex- 
changed for  molaffes,  which  being  thus  pro-* 
cured,  is  manufactured  into  rum  for  ufes 
aforementioned. 

"  5.  The  whale  fifliery  is  alfo  greatly 
affeded  by  this  trade.  For  rum  is  the  com- 
mon drink  of  the  perfons  employed  in  it  ; 
and  the  vefTels  and  men  are  employed  and 
fupported  in  the  winter  feafon  by  a  traffic 
made  with  rum,  &c.  to  the  neighbouring 
Colonies. 

"  From  all  which,  the  dependencies  of  all 

the  trade  and  fifhery  of  Maflachufetts  Bay  on 

this  rum  trade  fully  appears. 

«  With 
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"  With  refpe6t  to  the  general  trade  of  that 
Province,  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  all  the 
produce  of  their  cod  fiih  at  the  markets  in 
Spain  and  Portugal — all  the  oil  they  catch — 
all  the  fhips  they  build — all  the  freights  they 
make — all  the  money  they  get  by  fpecie  or 
bills  of  exchange — and  all  the  profits  from 
every  branch  of  their  trade,  centre  in  Great- 
Britain  annually  ;  and  yet,  according  to  the 
beft  information,  the  whole  is  not  fufhcient, 
communibus  annis,  to  pay  their  mother  coun- 
try for  the  fupplies  for  w^hich  they  depend 
on  it.  So  that  the  inhabitants  of  Maffachu- 
fetts  Bay  are,  for  their  numbers,  fome  of  the 
moft  ufeful  fubjeds  in  the  Britifh  dominions  ; 
being,  in  their  trade  and  fifhery,  fome  of  the 
greateft  confumers  of  the  natural  produce  of 
Great-Britain,  and,  by  their  employments, 
formed  for  its  great  fupport,  navigation." 

From  evidence  in  the  caufe,  when  before 
the  lords  of  trade,  it  appeared  that  Jamaica  at 
this  time  produced  about  1 2,000  puncheons 
of  rum,  of  no  gallons  each,  per  annum; 
Barbadoes  12,000  ;- Antigua  from  10,000  to 
12,000;  St.  Chriftopher's  6,000;  Montfer- 
rat  1,500  ;  amounting  in  the  whole  to  at 
leaft  41 ,500  puncheons,  or  4,565,000  gallons. 

W  From 


J 
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From    authentic    documents  It  appeared, 

that  the  value  of  the  goods,  exported  from 

England  to  the  northern  Colonies,  betwixt 

the  years  1720  and  1730,  were, 

To  Carolina,       -        -         ^.394,314..   ^,.5 

New-England,         -         1,747,057..!  9.. o 

New-York,  -  657,998..   7.. 3 

Pennfylvania,  -  32 1,958..  10.. 5 

Virginia  and  Maryland,  1,591,665..  6.. 8 

^.4,7i2,994..io..9 
And  betwixt  the  years  173.8  and  1748,  as 

follows,  viz.  ^ 

To  Carolina,  -  ;^.  1,245,091..  16..    i 

New-England,       -        1,81 2,894..  1 2..  i  o 
New-York,         -  1,2 11,243..  14..  3 

Pennfylvania,         -  704,780..    i..   2 

Virginia  &  Maryland,    2,507,626..  18.  5 

Total,  Sterling,  ;^. 7^48^,637..  2..  9 

It  alfo  appeared,  that  the  amount  of  duties 
paid  in  the  northern  Colonies,  including  the 
Bahama  iflands  and  Bermuda,  (Nova-Scotia 
paying  nothing)  upon  the  importation  of  rum 
or  fpirits,  molaffes  or  fyrups,  fugar  and  pan- 
eles  of  the  growth  and  produce  of  any  for- 
eign fettlements,  from  the  year  1733  to  the 
year  1749,  both  merchandize  and  prizes,  m 

purfuancc 
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purfuance  of  the  laws  for  encouraging  the  ^t^Geo.iid, 
trade  of  the  fugar  Colonies,  was 


Years. 

Y&ars. 

Merchandize. 

J733 

1754  Z 

'.330..II..1I 

1734 

1735 

151..   4.-0^ 

Fr. Cbriftmas  1735  toC 

1736 

292..13..9I- 

1736 

1737 

220..   I. .6 

1737 

T738 

68..16..0 

1738 

1739 

ICB..11..4 

1739 

1740 

25..  0..0 

1740 

174I 

100.. 15. .6 

U4I 

1742 

722..  7. .6 

1742 

1743 

461.. ip..^- 

1743 

1744 

234..17..9 

1744 

1745 

98..  8. .9 

1745 

1746 

354..17..74 

^746 

1747 

460..  1 5.. 54: 

1747 

1748 

693..   4.-6 

^748 

1749 

1,279..  0.-4^ 

Prize*. 


^.140..   I. .6 
41..  5.-9 
66.. 14.. 2|- 
3,08 1..  10.. 6^ 

124.. 17. .3 

1,259..  5..3I 

2,762.. 13. .4J: 

139..16..3 


Sterling,     £'5i^^S^'  4"4^  ;^-7j6i6..  4.. 2 

Thefe  duties  were  received  in  the  follow- 
ing proportions,^  viz. 


Colonies. 


Merchandize. 


Prizes. 


From  the  Bahama  Iflands,     £'-111"  3..  2\    ;i'.  1,8 79..  18. .5 


671. .18..   i-j: 


South -Carolina, 

North-Carolina, 

Virginia, 

Maryland,  -t 

Pennfylvania,. 

New-Jerfey, 

New- York, 

Connedticut, 

llhode-Ifland,  from  which  "V 

no  accounts  were  receiv-  >  — ' — — 

ed  after  Michaelm.  1 744,  j 
MafTachufetts,           -              1,043..  6..  54 
Nova- Scotia,         - 


61..  5..  34 

63..  15..  o 

600..  6..  10 

45..  16..  6 

2, 002. .12..  o 


Bermuda, 


337- 


O..IOf 


3»^73-  3-I 
529..  4.. 2 

587..  7.. 9 
114.. II. .9 


98. .11. .3 


313-   1-7 
1,020..  6.. 2 


jf.5,603..  4..  4^    £'1i^i6„  4.-2 
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At  the  clofe  of  the  controverfy  between 
the  fugar  planters  and  the  northern  Colonifts 
before  the  lords  of  trade,  the  former  relaxed 
in  their  demand  of  the  total  prohibition  of 
the  commerce  in  queftion,  and  fubflituted  a 
requeft  that  the  northern  Colonies  only  might 
be  prevented  taking  rum,  fugar  or  molaffes  in 
return  for  their  commodities,  from  the  French 
illands,  which  indeed  amounted  to  little  lefs 
than  a  prohibition  :  And  the  parties  flood  fo 
equally  balanced  before  Parliament  this  fef- 
fion,  that  the  further  confideration  of  the  fub- 
jcQ:  was  poftponed  to  the  next. 

Printed  Thc  hoftilitics  ou  the  frontiers  of  the  Prov- 

Treaty.  , 

mce,  which  began  to  give  place  to  pacific  ap- 
pearances the  laft  year,  were  fettled  into  a 
niore  permanent  ftate  of  reconciliation,  by  a 
treaty,  which  was  held  at  St.  Georges  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  between  commiffioners  on 
the  part  of  the  Province,  and  delegates  from 
the  Pcnobfcot,  St.  John's  and  Paflamaquaddy 
tribes  of  Indians.  It  may  not  be  amifs  here 
to  obferve,  that  one  of  the  perfons  charged 
with  the  murder  of  the  Indian  at  Wifcaffet, 
had  been  tried  in  the  county  of  York  in  the 
month  of  June  preceding  ;  and  although  he 
was  acquitted  of  that  crime,  yet  he  was  con- 
victed 
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vi61:ed  of  affauldng  two  other  Indians,  with  an 
intent  to  kill  them,  and  was  fentenced  to  le- 
vere  punirnment.  How  inlluential  this  meal- 
ure  might  have  been  in  effeding  a  ceiTatioii 
of  the  war,  is  uncertain  ;  but  no  mention  is 
made  of  it  at  the  treaty.  Although  the  Nor- 
ridgewocks,  who  were  the  moil  hoftile  nation, 
were  not  reprefented  at  this  treaty,  yet  the 
commiffioners  thought  proper  to  accept  the 
affurances  and  engagements  for  peace  which 
were  offered  on  the  part  of  thofe  who  were 
prefent,  under  an  expectation  of  a  future  in- 
terview, inftead  of  a  more  general  compad, 
which  could  not  at  this  time  be  obtained, 
through  the  great  diftance  and  even  unknown 
retreat  of  the  abfent  parties.  The  Governor, 
on  the  ftrength  of  tliis  treaty,  iffued  his  proc- 
lamation for  a  ceffation  of  hoililities,  on  the 
third  day  of  September. 

Whilft  the  feveral  branches  of  the  govern-  Record,  of 

the  Gen. 

ment  were  endeavouring  to  promote  peace  court. 
with  the  Eaftern  Indians,  they  wxre  no  lefs 
attentive  to  quiet  thofe  at  the  Weftward,  up- 
on ftill  more  refined  and  durable  principles. 
Having  appointed  commiffioners  to  attend  June  7. 
the  interview  w4th  thefti  at  Albany,  they  at- 
tempted a  plan  for  winning  over  the  Mo- 

haw^ks 
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hawks  to  civilization.  They  voted  to  pur- 
chafe  a  trad:  of  land  of  three  miles  fquare  in 
Sheffield,  and  to  ereft  there  two  houfes  of  in-^ 
ftrudlon  for  the  Indian  youth  of  either  fex, 
who  were  to  be  maintained  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  Province,  fo  far  as  the  donations  of  Mr^ 
Hollis  and  the  fociety  for  propagating  the 
gofpel  might  fall  fhort  of  their  fupport ;  they 
alfo  direfted  that  thefe  youth  fhould  be  in- 
ftruded  in  hufbandry,  and  that  provifion 
fhould  be  made  for  fupplying  the  Mohawk 
families,  until  they  fliould  be  able  to  realize 
the  produce  of  their  lands  :  and,  in  order  to 
iacilitate  the  communication  between  the  two 
nations,  it  v^as  provided  that  two  Englifh 
youth  fliould  be  taught  the  Indian  tongue  at 
the  fame  place.  Sir  Peter  Warren,  in  aid  of 
fo  charitable  and  humane  an  undertaking^ 
changed  the  appropriation  of  feven  hundred 
pounds  flerling,  which  fell  to  him  as  com- 
miflions  for  receiving  the  reimburfement 
money,  and  which  he  had  prefented  to  the 
Province,  from  building  a  court-houfe  in 
Cambridge,  to  the  education  of  the  Mohawk 
children  :  And  a  letter  was  fent  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  Conneftlcut,  inviting  their  aiTiftr 
ance  in  the  ereftlon  of  this  novel  feminary 
of  learning. 

At 
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At  the  eledlons  in  the  General  Court  this  ^<^c°^^s  of 

the  Gen. 

year,  a  controverfy  was  renewed  between  the  ^^^^^''t- 
Council  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  re- 
fped:ing  the  choice  of  an  Attorney-General 
for  the  Province,  which,  as  it  fprung  from,  an 
ambiguity  in  the  charter,  may  not  be  unwor- 
thy of  notice.  It  was  provided  by  the  char-  " 
ter,  that  the  General  AlTembly  fhould  have 
power  to  ere6t  and  conflitute  judicatories  for 
the  trial  of  all  caufes  ;  and  that  the  Governor, 
with  advice  of  Council,  Ihould  appoint  judges, 
commiffioners  of  oyer  and  terminer,  fherifFs, 
provofts,  marfhals,  juftices  of  the  peace,  and 
other  officers  to  our  council  and  courts  of  jujllce 
belonging.  And  further,  that  the  General 
AfTembly  fliould  name  and  fettle  annually  all 
civil  officers  within  the  Province,  fuch  officers 
excepted,  the  eledlion  and  conftitution  of 
whom  was  referved  to  the  King  or  his  Gov- 
ernor. 

The  Houfe  contended,  that  the  right  of 
choofing  refted  with  the  General  Affembly, 
becaufe  the  Attorney-General  was  a  civil  of- 
ficer ;  that  the  General  Court  had  the  fofe 
right  of  eredting  courts  of  juftice,  and,  of 
courfe,  of  creating  the  officers  conftituting  it ; 
but  they  never  made  the  Attorney-General  a 

part 
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part  of  any  fuch  court,  winch  left  him  an  of- 
ficer of  the  whole  government,  and  not  ex-^ 
cepted  from  the  General  Court's  appoint- 
ment ;  that  he  could  not  be  included  -in  the 
words,  and  other  qfflcci's  to  our  courts  belongs 
ing^  when  inferior  officers,  fuch  as  fherifFs, 
&c.  were  exprefsly  named,  general  terms  be- 
ing ufed  to  exprefs  trivial  things,  fuch  as 
might  be  forgotten  after  enumerating  great 
ones  ;  that  the  reprcfentatives  in  other  char- 
ter governments  joined  in  the  choice  of  this 
officer,  and  it  w^as  fo  under  the  old  charter  ; 
that  he  w^as  chofen  by  the  General  Court  in 
June,  1716,  and  the  choice  v>^as  confented  to 
by  William  Taller,  Efq.  late  commander  in 
chief,  and  it  was  fo  in  Governor  Shute's  and 
Lieutenant-Governor  Dummer's  adminiftra-? 
tion ;  and  every  Board  fmce,  for  thirty-five 
years,  had  acknowledged  the  right  of  the 
Hcufe,  by  joining  with  them  in  the  choice  : 
They  alfo  urged,  that  the  negatives  which 
had  been  put  upon  their  choice  of  feveral 
perfons  by  the  Governors,  as  had  happened 
in  the  cafe  of  James  Otis,  Efq.  among  others, 
was  an  argument  in  their  favour,  as  they 
prefuppofed  an  election. 

i 

On  ^ 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  Council  ftated  the 
cafe  generally  to  be  thus.  That  in  Governor 
Burnet's  adminiftration,  he  nominated  Mr. 
Overing,  and  the  Council  advifed  and  con- 
fented  to  it.  Soon  after  his  death,  the  Board 
were  prevailed  on  to  join  with  the  Houfe  in 
the  choice  ;  but  the  Governor  refuied  his 
confent,  and  fucceeding  Boards  ever  fince 
joined  with  the  Houfe  in  the  choice  of  that 
officer,  and  their  right  fo  to  do  has  been  de- 
nied by  the  feveral  Governors  ;  that  the  iiril 
appointment  by  Governor  Burnet  continued 
in  force  until  Mr.  Overing's  death,  after 
which,  upon  Governor  Shirley's  nominating 
the  prefent  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Trow- 
bridge, the  Board  very  maturely  deliberated 
upon  the  affair,  advifed  to  the  nomination, 
were  convinced  of  the  inconfiftent  actions  of 
the  Board  in  former  years,  determined  to  per- 
fevere  in  confiftency  for  the  future,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  fame  refolution. 

The  refult  of  this  difpute  was  the  fame  as 
had  before  taken  place.  The  Houfe  were 
obliged  to  join  in  the  choice  of  other  civil  of- 
ficers, referving  their  right  as  to  that  of  the 
Attorney-General. 

X  As 
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As  an  elucidation  of  the  fyftem  of  colo- 
nial government  which  England  intended  to 
adopt,  and  of  its  being  founded  on  the  par- 
tial idea  of  encouraging  the  Plantations  in 
fuch  mode  only  as  would  tend  to  the  final 
profit  of  the  mother  country,  and  checking 
every  exertion  which  might  thwart  her  in- 
terefts  though  promotive  of  theirs  in  the  moft 
effential  concerns,  we  may  adduce  the  mem- 

23d.  Geo.  II.  orable  adl  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  for  en- 

*''**  ^^*  couraging  the  importation  of  pig  and  bar-iron 
from  the  Colonies  in  America,  and  to  prevent 
the  ereding  of  any  mill  for  the  flitting  or 
rolling  of  iron,  or  any  plating  forge  to  work 
with  a  tilt-hammer,  or  any  furnace  for  ma- 
king fteel  in  any  of  them.  The  object  of 
this  law  was  to  furnifh  the  manufactures 
with  iron,  from  a  country  which,  Inflead  of 
money,  would  take  the  woolens  of  Great- 
Britain  :  And  fo  little  were  the  interefls  of  the 
Colonifts  confulted  in  it,  that  the  only  obfta- 
cle  to  the  bill  feemed  to  be  from  the  pofl^efC- 
ors  of  iron  mines,  woodlands,  furnaces,  &€. 
in  England,  and  great  care  was  taken  not  to 
injure  them,  by  providing  that  American 
bar-iron  fhould  be  imported  only  into  London 

Letter,*        whcrc  the  market  was  before  wholly  fupplied 

fj'Jo  ^'       with  foreign  iron. 
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This  arbitrary  law  prohibited  the  ereding  ^ 
or  continuing  any  of  the  machines  aforemen- 
tioned in  the  ColonieSj  under  the  penalty  of 
;^.2oo  flerling,  and  the  Governors  were  di- 
rected to  tranfmit  certificates,  with  very  par- 
ticular defcriptions  of  all  fuch  as  were  erect- 
ed before  the  enacting  of  the  lav/.  By  fuch 
a  certificate  it  appears,  that  there  VA^ere  in 
MafTachufetts  four   of  thefe  prohibited  ma-  Minutes  of 

■»•  tke  Gen. 

chines,  of  vv^hich   two  were   in  the  town  of  Court. 
Middleborough,  one  in  Hanover,  and  one  in 
Milton. 

The  year  1752  was  rendered  remarkable 
by  the  fpreading  and  termination  of  the  fmall- 
pox  in  the  towns  of  Bofton  and  Chaiieftown. 
It  is  well  known,  that  Dodor  Boylfton  had 
the  merit  of  firft  introducing  the  practice 
of  inoculation  to  the  capital,  from  an  ac- 
count which  he  met  with  of  its  fuccefs  in 
Conftantinople.  The  prejudice  againfl  this 
falutary  invention  ran  as  high  as  fuperftition 
could  well  carry  it ;  but,  like  other  groundlefs 
apprehenfions,  it  has  been  worn  away  by  time, 
and  left  no  other  effedt  behind  it,  than  adding 
to  the  fame  of  thofe  whofe  charad:er&  it  had 
mod  malicioufly  attempted  to  deflroy.  The 
refult  of  the  difeafe  was,  that  in  Bofton,  5,059 

white 
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white  perfons,  and  485  blacks,  fuffered  them- 
felvs  to  be  feized  with  it  in  its  natural  courfe, 
of  whom  452  whites,  or  upwards  of  one  in 
eleven,  and  62  blacks,  nearly  one  eighth, 
died.  1 5970  whites,  and  139  blacks,  were 
inoculated.  Of  thefe,  only  24  whites,  the 
proportion  of  about  one  in  eighty-two,  and 
7  blacks,  not  one  in  twenty,  died.  Even 
this  demonftration,  however,  did  not  extin- 
th/seiea-    guifli  the  fcrupuious  oppofition  to  inoculation, 

men  in  the  ,  .  _  r   n      i 

Evening      which  may  yet  be  traced,  though  by  faft  de-^ 
dining  evidence^  even  to  the  prefent  time. 


Report  of 


The  annual  commiflion  for  treating  with 
the  Eaftern  Indians  was  filled  by  the  Hon. 
Jacob  Wendell,  Samuel  Watts,  Thomas  Hub- 
bard, and  Chambers  Ruffell,  Efquires,  who 
met  the  delegates  of  the  Norridgewocks,  Pe^ 
nobfcots,  and  St.  John's  tribes,  at  the  fort  at 
St.  Georges,  on  the  20th,  of  Oftober,  and 
there,  after  a  friendly  conference,  ratified  and 
confirmed  the  treaty  of  1 749,  which  we  have 
particularly  recited  in  the  events  of  that  year. 
But,  as  though  the  Indian  intereft  were  never 
to  be  wholly  fecured,  the  St.  Francis  tribe 
was  not  included,  owing,  as  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  infilled,  to  the  influence  of  the 
French. 

Tlie 
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The  commiffioners  at  Paris  not  being  in  the 
way  of  efFeding  any  thing  of  confequence  on  Boiian's 
the  fubjed  of  the  partition  lines  between  the  jiiTy^zX 
French  and  Enghih  in  America,  Governor  ^^■^*' 
Shirley  was  recalled  from  that  fervice  in  the 
month  of  May,  1752,  and  on  the  7th.  of  Au- 
guft,  1753,  he  arrived  at  Bofton,  again  to 
take  upon  himfelf  the  government  of  the  Pro- 
vince. His  landing  was  marked  vvath  great 
expreflions  of  joy  on  the  part  of  the  people  ; 
and  he  was  addreffed  by  the  Epifcopal  Cler- 
gy, the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  and  the  Juflices 
of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  the  Corporation  of 
Harvard  College,  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  and  the  Council.  In  addition  to  which, 
feveral  wealthy  proprietors  of  a  little  town 
built  at  Puliing-Point  for  purfuing  the  fifh- 
.eries,  requefted  the  honour  of  claiming  his 
patronage,  and  fhowing  their  confidence  in 
his  attention  to  thefe  important  interefts  of 
their  country,  by  affuming  for  their  fettle- 
ment  the  name  of  Point  Shirley. 

Few  perfons  could  have  been  better  fitu- 
ated  to  forefee  the  enfuing  war  than  Gover- 
nor Shirley,  and  he  anticipated  all  the  hor- 
rors which  would  attend  an  invafion  from 

the 
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the  Indian  enemy.  He  therefore  loft  no 
time  in  preparing  a  commiiiion  to  treat  with 
them,  and  to  take  fome  leading  ileps  for  bri-r 
dUng  their  country.  At  the  head  of  the  com- 
miffioners  we  find  Sir  William  Pepperell ;  his 
affociates  were  Jacob  Wendell,  Thomas  Hub- 
bard, John  Winflow,  Efquires,  and  Mr.  James 
Bow^doin,  who  m.et  the  Chiefs  and  others  of 
the  Penobfcot  tribe  on  the  2 1  ft.  of  September  5 
and  after  fome  cenfure  for  not  ufmg  their  utr 
moft  endeavours  to  effed  the  redemption  of 
the  captives  taken  at  Swan-Ifland,  again  went 
through  the  cerem.ony  of  renewing  and  ratir 
fying  the  treaty  of  1749.  When  the  com- 
miflioners  arrived  at  Richm.ond  to  treat  with 
the  Norridgewock  tribe,  and  touched  upon 
the  fubjeft  of  their  lands,  thefe  Indians  ex- 
rrinted  prcfled  themfelves  willing  that  the  Englifti 
ftiould  fettle  all  the  ground  below  Richmond, 
but  none  above  it.  They  did  not  appear  fat- 
isfied  that  a  deed  had  been  executed  by  their 
anceftors,  or  that  the  Englifti  had  erected  9, 
truck-houfe  there  more  than  one  hundred  i 
years  before,  of  which  the  ruins  ftill  remain- 
ed. They  thought  the  Englifh  might  have 
intoxicated  their  forefathers  ;  they  doubted 
the  value  of  the  confideration  ;  and,  in  fliort, 
hunting  upon  the    lands  was    neceffary    to 

their 
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their*  exiftence.  The^  could  not  be  brought 
to  fay  more  than  that  they  would  inquire  re- 
fpeding  them,  and  would  make  known  the 
refult.  After  promifes  to  bring  the  captives 
from  Canada,  the  treaty  of  1749  was  again 
renewed  and  ratified,  and  the  commiffioners  Sept.  29. 
returned. 


C  H  A  P.     VIII. 

Comparative  view  of  the  policy^  fJuatio?!^  and 
claims  of  the  French  and  ILfigUfj  in  Ameri^ 
ca — Hojlilities  commenced  between  them  in 
the  Weflern  Territory — Expedition  to  Ken-^ 
neheck — The  building  of  forts  there, 

X  HE  peace  which  had  fubfifled  between 
the  crowns  of  France  and  Great-Britain  fmce 
the  year  1748,  was,  in  fad,  nothing  more 
than  a  truce  for  digefting  and  ripening  one 
of  the  greateft  plans  that  European  nations 
had  ever  attended  to,  and  for  gathering 
ftrength  to  carry  it  effedually  into  execution. 
The  rivalfhip  of  thefe  countries  was  placed 
on  a  critical  poife,  which  both  apprehended 
would  be  finally  call  by  the  preponderance 
of  the  certain,  though  remote  power,  which 

muft. 
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muft,  in  the  deftiny  of  things,  arife  fronv 
America.  Who  fhould  poflefs  this  country  ? 
was  then  one  of  the  mcft  important  quef- 
tions  that  could  be  made  :  And,  although  it 
might  be  too  latent  to  be  interefting  to  the 
body  of  either  nation  in  Europe,  yet  it  was 
open  to  the  view  of  the  real  politicians  of 
both,  and  from  local  caufes,  made  a  more 
general  imprellion  on  the  people  of  the 
American  Colonies.  Excluded  from  all  the 
front  coaft  of  North-America,  the  French 
aimed  at  repairing  this  difadvantage  by  pof- 
feffing  the  River  St.  Lawrence  to  the  north, 
and  the  Miffifippi  to  the  fouth,  and  then  con- 
neding  their  territories  through  the  interme- 
diate lakes  and  VvMters.  This,  befides  ena- 
bling them  to  gall  the  backs  of  the  Britifh 
Colonies,  would  have  given  them  the  country 
weft  of  the  Apalachian  Mountains,  with  paC- 
fages  by  water  into  the  Atlantic  :  A  country 
fo  extenfive  in  territory,  fo  favoured  in  its 
climate,  and  fo  accommodated  with  waters 
and  foil,  that  we  ought  not  to  wonder  at  its 
engaging  the  ambition  of  kings,  nor  that> 
whilft  they  contended  for  fuch  a  prize,  by 
immenfe  exertions  in  populating  and  fortify- 
ing America,  they  fhould  be  prevented  from 
reflefting,  that  fuch  a  country  could  not  be 
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deftined  finally  to  be  fubjeft  to  any  foreign 
empire  upon  earth. 

The  refpeclive  powers  and  profpe^ts  of 
the  two  nations  engaged  in  this  controverfy 
were  fuch,  as  would  rather  have  led  to  the 
conjedure  of  a  mutual  debility  in  the  purfuit 
and  a  like  difappointment  in  the  refult  of  it, 
than  the  decided  conqueft  which  adlually  en- 
fued  ;  and  which  no  event  has  been  equal  to 
counterpoifing,  until  the  ftill  more  important 
divulfion  of  the  prefent  United  States  from 
one  of  them,  was  fufFered  to  take  place.^ 

The  French  military  enterprize  and  ardour 
Was  aided  by  a  decifion  natural  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  nation,  and  refulting  from  the 
defpotifm  of  their  monarchy.  Their  religion^ 
or  rather  their  priefts,  fubferved  the  caufe  of 
their  government,  with  all  the  arts  and  influ- 
ence of  a  fyftem,  too  long  devoted  more  to 
human  than  fpiritual  purpofes*  The  rulers 
of  the  mother  country,  and  all  their  Colonifts 
had  but  one  objeft.  No  encroachments  upon 
charter  privileges,  no  refiflance  to  the  exer- 
cife  of  difputed  prerogative,  no  divifion  of 
the  eftablifhed  church,  relaxed  the  common 
ardour  for  the  glory  of  the  monarch.     Tlie 
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favages  alfo  were  fraternized  by  an  aflimila-* 
tion  of  manners,  of  families  and  of  worfhip* 
When  the  French  planted  a  military  poft,  it 
was  not  merely  by  a  gatrifon  ;  but  they  nat- 
uralized the  place,  by  a  domeftic  neighbour* 
hood  and  a  numerous  population.  This  mix- 
ture with  the  natives  gave  them  an  afcenden- 
cy  In  their  counfels  and  enterprizes.  When 
they  levied  war,  they  drew  on  the  favage 
tribes  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  enemy,  and 
after  exercifmg  their  ufual  barbarities,  com- 
monly retreated  too  foon  for  fuccsfsful  pur- 
fuit.  The  Englifh,  on  the  other  hand,  relied 
much  on  their  navy,  and  the  independent  ex- 
ertions of  their  Colonies.  Thefe  having  gen- 
erally planted  themfelves  without  aid  or  en- 
couragement from  the  mother  country,  were 
fufFered  too  long  to  depend  upon  ;!heir  ow^il 
protedion  for  fupport.  Mifunderflandlngs 
and  complaints  were  conftantly  arifmg  as  to 
the  relative  force  which  England  and  her  CoT- 
onies,  and  which  the  feveral  Colonies,  ought 
to  fumifh  againft  the  common  enemy.  lt\ 
fhoit,  a  diftruil  of  the  mother  country  as  to 
the  intended  indepei:H3ence  of  her  political  off- 
fpring,  and  a  fear  on  their  part  as  to  her  en- 
croachments upon  their  rights,  together  with 
an  mternal  jealoufy  of  one  another,  feemcd 
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f;itally  to  retard  and  enfeeble  every  meafure 
taken  againil  fo  united  and  prompt  an  enemy. 
Still,  however,  tit  home  there  was  wealth,  in 
the  new  worjd  great  comparative  population, 
and  in  both,  a  pride  of  liberty  with  an  invin- 
cible fpirit,  which,  if  not  awakened  until  a 
late  hour,  yet  was  not  accuflomed  to  relin- 
cjuifli  its  purfviit  until  gratifiecl  wath  yiftory. 

The  claims  of  the  two  nations,  and  the 
meafures  taken  by  them  for  effeding  their 
views,  w^ere  founded  on  various  rights  and 
pretenfions,  and  w^ere  condudcd  with  much 
art  and  exertion.  Thofe  on  the  fide  of  Nova- 
Scotia  have  been  as  minutely  detailed  as  the 
nature  of  this  little  w^ork  vv^ill  admit.  Thofe 
on  the  northern  and  weftern,  lines  of  the  Brit- 
ifh  CoJoni^s  were  raifed  on  fomewhat  differ- 
ent grounds,  The  French  had  the  advan- 
tage of  a  decidedly  prior  fettlement  in  the 
country  of  New-France  ;  however,  the  En- 
glifh  did  not  fail  to  counterbalance  this  in  two 
w^ays.  One  was,  by  reftriding  the  right  of 
the  French  to  their  a.dual  fettlements  at  the 
time  of  the  grant  to  the  Plymouth  Com.pany, 
in  1620,  of  all  the  lands  between  the  40th. 
and  48th.  degree  of  north  latitude,  w^hich 
would  have  deprived  them  of  all  the  country 

below 
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below  Montreal  to  the  foiithward  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  of  all  the  country  above  Mon- 
treal to  the  fouthward  of  the  north  bounds 
of  this  line.  The  other  counter-claim  was 
founded  on  treaties  with  the  natives.  Among 
thefe  were  five  nations,  fo  fuperior  in  arms  to 
all  others,  that  they  might  be  called  the  Ro- 
mans of  the  American  Barbarians.  They  are 
faid  to  have  carried  their  conquefts  as  far  as 
Nevv-England  and  the  Utawawas  River  to 
the  eaftward,  to  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company's 
territories  northward,  to  the  IlUnois  and  Mif- 
fifippi  Rivers  weftward,and  to  Georgia  fouth  ; 
deflroying  or  adopting  nations,  and  making 
them  vaffals  and  tributaries,  through  all  this 
immenfe  region,  of  about  twelve  hundred 
miles  in  length,  and  feven  or  eight  hundred 
in  breadth.  Among  others,  the  Tufcaroras^ 
the  former  inhabitants  of  the  Carolinas,  fled 
to  them  for  protection,  in  the  year  171 1,  and 
they  were  from  that  time  generally  known  to 
the  Englifh  by  the  name  of  the  Six  Nations, 
and  to  the  French  by  that  of  the  Iroquois. 
With  this  powerful  people  the  Englifh  form- 
ed a  treaty  in  1 664,  whereby  they  gave  their 
lands,  and  fubmitted  themfelves  to  the  King 
of  England  ;  and  they  confirmed  his  fove- 
reignty  over  them  by  further  treaties  in  1684 

and 
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and  1687  ;  in  addition  to  which,  the  Englifh 
infifted  that  the  country  of  this  people  was 
ceded  to  them  by  the  French  in  the  treaties  of 
IJtretcht  and  Aix-la-Chappelle» 

Affuming  this  title  as  a  good  one,  about 
twenty  forts  which  the  French  had  ereded^ 
befides  block  houfes  or  ftockade  trading  places, 
were  unwarrantable  encroachments.  Such 
as  thofe  at  the  north  fide  of  the  eaft  entrance, 
of  Lake  Ontario  in  1672,  at  Michilimackinac 
in  the  year  following ;  one  at  Niagara  Fall  ia 
1684,  and  another  at  the  fame  ftreight  in 
1720  J  one  between  the  lakes  Erie  and  Hu- 
ron in  1683  ;  one  on  each  fide  of  the  lake 
Michigan  ;  another  at  the  weft  fide  of  the 
river  Toronto,  and  three  forts,  with  a  forti- 
fied town  and  citadel,  called  St.  Frederick  or 
Crown-Point,  at  the  lake  and  river  of  Iro- 
quois, or  Champlain  Lake,  and  Richlieu  or  ' 
Sorrel  River  ;  together  with  many  fettlements 
between  the  mouth  of  Iroquois  River  and 
Montreal,  on  the  fide  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  Tranfa^aion? 
which,  with  feven  villages  within  the  difputed  war)'i755. 
bounds  of  MafTachufetts,  might  have  contain- 
ed about  thirty  pariih  churches. 

It 
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It  may  be  neceffaiy  to  obferve,  that  the 
French  geographers  iu  their  turn,  Hmited  the 
rights  of  the  Iroquois  to  a  fouth-weft  line 
drawn  from  Montreal  to  Lake  Toronto,  where 
they  alfo  bounded  them  to  the  weftward,  and 
allowed  them  only  the  country  between  this 
line  and  the  Britifh  fettlements,  claiming,  and 
in  part  poflefTing,  the  refidue  themfelves. 

The  claims  of  thefe  crowns  carried  fo  much 
appearance  of  right  on  both  fides,  as  ferved 
to  furnifh  commiffioners  with  ingenious  and 
colourable  arguments  for  negociation,  and 
their  mafters  with  decent  pretenfions  fgr  de~, 
lay,  that  was  intended  only  to  prepare  for  a 
{uccefsful  appeal  to  the  fword.  At  length, 
complaints  of  injuries  began  to  be  made  with 
official  ceremony,  and  caufes.  of  forcible  re- 
fiftance  to^be  affigned.  This  \yas  not  difficult 
m  fuch  a  controverfy,  fo,  produftiye  of  mu- 
tual provocation,  and  refentment  among  the 
borderers,  that  the  only  embarraffment  was,^ 
how  to  find  a  pretext  for  overlooking  wrongs., 
until  the  mod  convenient  time  for  revenging^ 

them  fhould  arrivco 

•  ^  .■  ., . 

As  the  difputed  territory  of  Acadia  fur- 
niihed  am  ample  field  for  hoftility  on  one 
fide,  fo  the  country. along  the  lakes  and  inter- 
nal 
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'  fial  rivers  prefented  a  fcene  of  a  like  nature 
on  that  quarter.  The  French  having  takeil 
feveral  EngUfn  traders  on  this  territory,  and^ 
after  confifcating  their  goods^  fent  their  per- 
fons  to  Canada  ;  the  Indians  in  their  alliance 
having  murdered  feveral  Englifh  fettlers  on 
the  fame  ground,  and  their  forts  and  forces 
being  in  a  conftant  advance,  Lieutenant^Gov^ 
ernor  Dinwiddie,  of  Virginia,  felt  himfeli  con-^ 
ftrained  to  fend  a  meifenger  to  the  commander 
cf  their  forces  on  the  Ohio,  to  inquire  into  the 
reafons  of  thefe  injurious  proceedings.  It  h 
a  circumllance  remarkable  to  every  American, 
that  the  man  who  was  appointed  to  bear  this 
meffage,  and  to  open,  as  it  were,  the  great 
Gontroverfy  which  enfued,  was  the  illuftrious 
patriot,  who  afterwards  filled  the  firfl:  ftation 
in  the  immortal  revolution  of  his  country. 
The  anfwer  which  was  given  to  him  was  fuch 
as  the  nature  of  the  difpute  didated,  "  that 
it  was  French  territory."  A  fort  v/as  then 
ereded  by  the  Virginians  to  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  enemy  at  the  Forks  of  the  Mo- 
nongahela  :  This,  on  the  1 7th.  of  April,  was 
taken  by  the  French  wnth  a  very  confiderable 
force,  confifting  of  upwards  of  600  men  and 
18  pieces  of  cannon,  the  garrifon  being  per- 
mitted to  retire.      On  the  28th.  of  the  fame 
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month,  Col.  Waihington  killed  and  took  a 
fmall  party  who  were  approaching  him  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Dijonville  ;  but  on  the 
3d.  of  July,  being  furrounded  by  vaftly  fu- 
perior  numbers,  after  a  manly  refiftance  froni 
1 1  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  to  8  in  the  even^ 
ing,  he  was  obliged  to  capitulate,  on  terms 
which  did  juftice  to  his  own  bravery  and  tha4: 
of  his  little  army. 

Thus  were  hoftilities  decidedly  commenced 
on  the  continent ;  and  all  the  Colonies  with 
the  mother  country  pledged,  from  principles 
of  honour  and  fafety^  to  purfue  the  fortune 
of  the  fwcrd. 

The  cloud  foon  gathered  round  the  frofl* 
tiers  of  Maflachufetts  Bay.  The  Indians 
were  called  upon  to  hear  a  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Shirley  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  French 
being  fuffered  to  build  a  fort  near  the  head 
of  Kennebeck  River,  as  was  reported,  and  for 
the  difcovery  of  which  their  aid  was  neceflary. 
But  they  could  not  be  drawn  into  the  out- 
forts  ;  they  defifted  from  their  ufual  trade, 
and  put  on  ftrong  appearances  of  hoftility. 
The  government  of  the  Province  having 
agreed  upon  building  a  fort  at  fome  fuitable 
place  up  the  river,  both  to  fecure  the  com- 
mand 
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mand  of  it,  and  to  influence  the  Indian  Inter- 
eft  in  general,  fix  companies  of  men,  making 
800  in  the  whole,  were  raifed  and  ordered  to 
rendezvous  at  Falmouth.  With  500  of  thefe 
men,  the  Governor,  accompanied  by  Col.  Paul 
Mafcarene  as  commiffioner  from  Nova-Sco- 
tia, Major-General  Winflow,  who  had  the 
immediate  command  of  the  forces,  and  other 
perfons  of  rank,  embarked  at  Bofton  to  hold  J""«  *^- 
a  conference  with  the  Indians  in  perfon.  Up- 
on his  arrival  at  Falmouth,  he  found  the  com-  June  a6. 
miffioners  from  New-Hampihire  there.  The 
Norridgewocks  had  been  waiting  fome  days, 
but  the  Arfeguntacooks  would  not  come,  un- 
der the  pretence  of  two  of  their  tribe  having 
been  killed  the  laft  year  in  New-Hampfhire, 
though  the  more  probable  reafon  was,  the 
revenge  they  had  taken  for  this  alFair,  by  the 
captivating  of  a  white  man  with  his  family, 
and  plundering  his  houfe.  The  Norridge- 
wocks at  firft  continued  in  their  refolutlon  to 
refufe  thelr^onfent  to  the  building  of  a  fort 
on  the  lands  of  their  anceftors  ;  but  upon  be- 
ing fhewn  In  what  manner  their  rights  had 
been  formerly  furrendered,  they  no  longer 
withheld  it.     In  a  few  days,  thirteen  agents 

Z  from 
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from  the  Penobfcot  tribe  arrived,  and  ratified 
Governor  Dummer's  treaty,  together  with  that 
made  at  Cafco-Bay  in  1 749  :  And  both  thefe 
tribes  were  made  fenfible,  by  intercepted  let- 
ters, of  the  artful  and  fraudulent  tricks  of 
their  Roman  Catholic  priefts,  to  involve  them 
in  a  war  with  the  Englifh.  Upon  the  invi- 
Printcd  tation  of  the  Governor,  they  fent  five  of  their 
young  men  to  Bofton  for  the  benefit  of  edu- 
cation. 

The  Governor  then  proceeded  to  the 
building  of  the  fort  atTaconnet  Falls,  and  ex- 
ploring the  river  up  to  the  great  carrying 
place  between  the  Kennebeck  and  the  Chau- 

Gaze^ee,      dicre,  about  forty  miles  above  Norridgewock. 

*ept.3<i.  Here,  however,  the  forces  found  no  foit 
ereded  by  the  French  :  And  after  vifiting  the 
Norridgewocks,  and  difplaying  their  numbers 
to  fuch  few  other  Indians  as  fell  in  their  way, 
they  returned  to  Taconnet,  on  the  2'3d.  of 
Auguft,  having  performed  a  march  of  fixteen 
days.  The  fort  erefted  there  was  called  HaU 
ifax,  and  the  one  at  Cuflienoc,  Wejlern,  The 
naming  of  the  former  was  attended  with  fomc 
ceremony,  and  an  infcrlption  as  follows  : 


^od 
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^od  felix  faujlumqiie  fit 
Provincijs  Massachusettensi  ; 

Hunc  lapidem  pofuit 

GuLiELMuq  SijiRLEY,  Guhemator^ 

Sub  aiifpici'is 

■Nobiliftmi  Geqrgii  Montague  Dunk, 

Comitis  de  Halifax, 

Provhtciariim^ 

^otquotfunt  ditiofiis  Britannicje; 

Per  Am  e  r  i  c  a  m  utramque^ 

Frcdfccii  atq ;  Patroni  illuftriffinuy 

Die  3.  Septembris^  A.  D.    lys^* 

On  the  9th.  of  September,  the  Governor 
and  his  company  arrived  at  Caftle  William, 
and  the  next  day  landed  with  great  parade 
and  many  congratulations  at  Bofton, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IX. 

Meeting  of  CommiJJioners  at  Albany-^Their 
plan  of  Union — Debates  on  it  in  the  General 
Court — EKcife  Bill — Objedions  to  it  by  the 
people — Cafe  of  Daniel  Fowle  and  others  for 
piiblifhing  a  Libel — Indians  invade  Stock-- 
bridge, 

jL  he  Six  Nations  of  Indians  were  juftly 

regarded  by  the  Englifh  of  fo  much  confe- 

M.s.jour-    quence,  as  to  induce  the  commiffioners  for 

nal  In  the  t.  i»/-i  i  .i* 

Library  of  piantations  to  direcl:  a  general  convention  or 
chufeus  ^"  delegates  from  all  the  governments  to  be  held 
Society?  fo^  treating  with  them  and  fecuring  their 
friendfhip,  particularly  as  they  had  been  dif- 
gufled  by  negleft  lately  experienced  from  the 
agents  of  the  Province  of  New- York.  To 
this  m.eeting,  which  was  held  at  Albany,  on 
the  14th.  of  June,  1 754,  Maffachufetts,  with 
five  other  Provinces,  fent  commiffioners.  It 
is  remarkable  that  this  government  not  only 
empowered  the  commiffioners  to  a£l  upon 
the  objeft  of  the  letter  from  the  lords  com- 
miffioners for  trade  and  the  plantations,  at 
whofe  diredion  this  convention  was  held,  but 

likewife 
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iikewife  to  enter  into  articles  of  union  and 
confederation  with  the  other  governments,  for 
the  general  defence  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeds 
and  interefts  in  North-America,  as  well  in 
time  of  peace  as  of  war :  And  the  latter 
part  of  this  commiffion  was  not  diredlly  ex- 
prefled  in  any  other  delegation  excepting  that 
of  Maryland,  and  the  inftrudion  in  that  was 
only  to  obferve  what  fhould  be  propofed  by 
others  upon  this  fubjedo 

At  the  convention,  where  about  150  men 
only  of  the  Six  Nations  aflembled,  the  affairs 
of  the  Indians  were  fully  difcuffed,  and  their 
interefts  fecured  by  large  prefents.  The  del- 
egates ftated  the  title  of  the  Engliih  to  their 
fettlements  in  North- Am  erica,  and  the  en-? 
croachments  of  the  French  upon  them  :  an4 
concluded  that  their  further  advances  fhould 
be  prevented  ;  that  the  Indians  fhould  be  fe- 
cured by  a  wife  fuperintendency,  by  a  regu- 
lation of  their  trade,  and  by  building  a  fort 
for  the  fafety  of  each  nation  ;  that  the  free 
navigation  of  the  lakes  fhould  be  maintained 
by  fufficient  naval  armaments ;  that  all  pur- 
chafes  of  lands  made  of  the  Indians,  unlefs 
when  afTembled  in  their  public  councils,  or 
when  they  might  be  made  by  the  govern^ 

ments 
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ments  within  whofe  jurifdidtlon  the  lands  lie, 
fhould  be  made  void  ;  and  that  patentees  of 
large  unfettled  territories  fhould  be  obliged 
to  fettle  them  in  4  reafonable  time, 

The  convention  further  gave  an  opinion, 
that  inquiry  fhould  be  made  and  redrefs  af- 
forded the  Indians,  relative  to  fraudulent  con- 
veyances of  their  lands  ;  that  the  bounds  of 
thofe  Colonies  which  extend  to  the  South 
Sea,  fliould  be  contracted  and  limited  by  the 
i\llegany  or  Apalachian  Mountains  ;  and  that 
there  fhould  be  a  union  of  the  Colonies,  that 
fo  their  counfels,  treafure  and  flrength  might 
be  employed,  in  due  proportion,  againfl  the 
common  enemy. 

The  commifKoaers  of  MafTachufctts  report- 
ed, that  a  doubt  arofe  in  the  convention  as  to^ 
dividing  the  Union,  at  leafl  into  two  diflridls, 
from  the  great  extent  of  territory  included 
within  it ;  b^t  the  probability  that  the  defigns 
of  the  enemy  would  require  the  united 
flreno-th  and  counfels  of  the  whole  Britifh 
continent,  and  that  the  affairs  of  the  Indians, 
would  demand  the  diredion  of  one  undivided 
power,  oveh'uled  an  idea  which,  if  executed, 
muft  have  much  enfeebled,  if  not  finally  ru-, 

ined,  the  flrength  of  the  whole. 

The 
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The  plan  of  union  was  as  follows,  viz. 

IT  is  propofed  that  humble  application  be 
made  for  an  a£l  of  Parliament  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, by  virtue  of  which  one  general  govern- 
ment may  be  formed  in  America,  including 
all  the  faid  Colonies  :  [MaiTachufetts-Bay, 
New-Hampfhire,  Connefticut,  Rhode-Ifland, 
New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Ca- 
rolina] within  and  under  which  government, 
each  Colony  may  retain  its  prefent  conftitii- 
tion,  except  in  the  particulars  wherein  a  change 
may  be  directed  by  the  faid  ad,  as  hereafter 
follows. 

Preftdent'General  and  Grajid  CoimciL 
That  the  faid  general  government  be  ad- 
miniftered  by  a  Prefident-General,  to  be  ap- 
pointed and  fupported  by  the  crown  ;  and  a 
Grand  Council,  to  be  chofen  by  the  reprefent- 
atives  of  the  people  of  the  feveral  Colonies, 
met  in  their  refpe£tive  aflemblies. 

Eledilon  of  Members. 

That  within  months  after  the  palC 

ing  of  fuch  adb,  the  Houfes  of  Reprefentatives 

that  happen  to  be  fitting  within  that  time,  or 

tidat  Ihall  be  efpecially  for  that  purpofe  con- 

,  vened. 


19: 


SHIRLEY. 

vened,  may  and  ftiall  choofe  members  for  the 
Grand  Council  in  the  following  proportion, 
that  is  to  fay  : 

MafTachufetts-Bay,  -  -  7 

New-Hampfhire,  -  -  2 

Connecticut,        -  -  •  5 

Rhode-Ifland,      .  -  -  2 

New-York,  -  -  -  4 

New-Jerfey,        -  -  "*  3 

Pennfylvania,       -  -  -  6 

Maryland,  -  -  -  4 

Virginia,  -  -  -  7 

North-Carolina,  -  -  4 

South-Carolina,  "  -  4 

Place  of  Jirjl  Meeting. 

\Vho  {hall  meet  for  the  firft  time,  at  the 

city  of  Philadelphia,  In  Pennfylvania,  being 

called  by  the  Prefident-General  as  foon  as 

conveniently  may  be  after  his  appointment. 

New  Ele&ion, 
That  there  fliall  be  a  new  eledlon  of  the 
members  of  the  Grand  Council  every  three 
years ;  and  on  the  death  or  refignatlon  of 
any  member,  his  place  fhall  be  fupplied  by  a 
new  choice,  at  the  next  fitting  of  the  Aflem- 
bly  of  the  Colony  he  reprefented. 

Proportion 
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Proportion  of  the  Members  after  thejirjl  three 

years. 
That  after  the  firft  three  years,  when  the 
proportion  of  money  arifing  out  of  each  Col- 
ony to  the  general  treafury  can  be  known, 
the  number  of  members  to  be  chofen  for 
each  Colony  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  in  all 
enfuing  elections,  be  regulated  by  that  pro- 
portion (yet  fo  as  that  the  number  to  be  cho- 
fen by  any  one  Province  be  not  more  tham 
feven,  nor  lefs  than  two.) 

Meetings  of  the  Grand  Coujtcil  and  Call, 
That  the  Grand  Council  fhall  meet  once  in 
every  year,  and  oftener,  if  occafion  require, 
at  fuch  time  and  place  as  they  fhall  adjourn 
to  at  the  laft  preceding  meeting,  or  as  they 
fhall  be  called  to  meet  at,  by  the  Prefident- 
General,  on  any  emergency ;  he  having  firfl 
obtained  in  writing,  the  confent  of  feven  of 
the  members  to  fuch  call,  and  fent  due  and 
timely  notice  to  the  whole. 

Continuance. 
That  the  Grand  Council  have  power  to 
choofe  their  Speaker  :   and  fhall  neither  be 
diffolved,  prorogued,  nor  continued  fitting 

A  a  longer 
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longer  than  fix  weeks  at  one  time  ;  without 
their  own  coafent,  or  the  fpecial  command  of 
the  crown. 

Members^  Attendance, 
That  the  members  of  the  Grand  Council 
fliall  be  allowed  for  their  fervices,  ten  fhillings 
fterling  per  diem,  during  their  feffion  and  jour- 
ney to  and  from  the  place  of  meeting  ;  twenty- 
miles  to  be  reckoned  a  day's  journey, 

^  AJfent  of  Freftde?it-General  and  his  duty. 

That  the  affent  of  the  Prefident-General  be 
requifite  to  all  ads  of  the  Grand  Council  ; 
and  that  it  be  his  office  and  duty  to  caufe 
them  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

Power  of  Prefident-General  and  Grand- 
Council — "Treaties  of  peace  and  war. 

That  the  Prefident-General,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Grand  Council,  hold  or  dired  all 
Indian  treaties  in  which  the  general  intereft  of 
the  Colonies  may  be  concerned  ;  and  make 
peace  or  declare  war  with  Indian  nations. 

Indian  Trade, 
That  they  make  fuch   laws  as  they  judge 
neceflary  for  regulating  all  Indian  trade. 

Indian 
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Indian  Purchafes. 
That  they  make  all  purchafes  from  the  In- 
dians for  the  crown,  of  lands  not  now  within 
the  bounds  of  particular  Colonies,  or  that 
fhall  not  be  within  their  bounds,  when  fome 
of  them  are  reduced  to  more  convenient 
dinfenfions. 

New  Settlements, 
That  they  make  new  fettlements  on  fuch 
purchafes  by  granting  lands  in  the   King's 
name,  referving  a  quit- rent  to  the  crown,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  general  treafury. 

Laws  to  govern  them,. 
That  they  make  laws  for  regulating  and 
governing  fuch  new  fettlements,  till  the  crown 
ihall  think  fit  to  form  them  into  particular 
governments. 

Raife  foldiers^  and  equip  vejfels^  Iffc. 
That  they  raife  and  pay  foldiers,  build  forts 
for  the  defence  of  any  of  the  Colonies,  and 
equip  veflels  of  force  to  guard  the  coalls  and 
prote£t.  the  trad^  on  the  ocean,  lakes,  or  great 
rivers  ;  but  they  fhall  not.imprefs  men  in  any 
Colony,  without  the  confent  of  the  Legiflature. 

Power  to  make  laws^  lay  duties^  ^c. 
That  for  thefq  purpofes  they  have  power 

to 
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to  make  laws,  and  lay  and  levy  fuch  general 
duties,  impofts,  or  taxes,  as  to  them  fliall  ap- 
pear moft  equal  and  juft,  (confidering  the 
ability  and  other  circumftances  of  the  inhab- 
itants in  the  feveral  Colonies)  arid  fuch  as  may 
be  collected  with  the  leafl:  inconvenience  to 
the  people  ;  rather  difcouraging  luxury,  than 
loading  induftry  with  unnecefTary  burdens. 

General  Treafiirer  and  particular  Treafurer^ 
That  they  may  appoint  a  general  Treafurer 
and  particular  Treafurer  in  each  government, 
when  necefTary ;  and  from  time  to  time  may 
order  the  funi^  in  the  treafuries  of  each  gov- 
ernment into  the  general  treafury,  or  draw  on 
them  for  fpecial  payments,  as  they  find  mpft 
convenient. 

Money  how  to  ijjue. 
Yet  no  money  to  iffue  but  by  joint  orders 
of  the  Prefident-General  and  Grand  Council, 
except  where  fums  have  been  appropriated  to 
particular  purpofes,  and  the  Prefident-General 
has  been  previoufly  empowered  by  an  a£l  to 
draw  for  fuch  fums. 

Accounts, 
That  the  general  accounts  fhall  be  yearly 
fettled,  and  reported  to  the  feveral  aflemblies. 

Riorum. 
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That  a  quorum  of  the  Grand  Council,  em* 
powered  to  aft  with  the  Prefident-General, 
do  confift  of  twentj^-five  members ;  am.ong 
whom  there  fhall  be  one  or  more  from  the 
majority  of  the  Colonies. 

Laws  to  be  tranfmltted. 
That  the  laws  made  by  them  for  the  pur- 
pofes  aforefaid,  fhall  not  be  repugnant,  but,  as 
near  as  may  be,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  En- 
gland, and  fhall  be  tranfmitted  to  the  King 
in  Council,  for  approbation,  as  foon  as  may 
be  after  their  paffing  ;  and  if  not  difapproved, 
within  three  years  after  prefentation,  to  re- 
main ip  force. 

Death  of  the  Prejident-Geueral, 
That  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  the  Prefident-. 
Geaeral,  the  Speaker  of  the  Grand  Council 
for  the  time  being  ihall  fucceed,  and  be  veft- 
ed  with  the  fame  powers  and  authorities,  to, 
continue  till  the  King's  pleafure  be  known. 

Officers  how  appointed. 
That  all  military  commiffion  officers,  whe- 
ther for   land  or  fea  fervice,  to  aft  under 
this  general  conflitution,  fhall  be  nominated 

by 
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by  the  Prefident-General ;  but  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Grand  Ck)uncil  is  to  be  obtained, 
before  they  receive  their  commiffions.  And 
all  civil  officers  are  to  be  nominated  by  the 
Grand  Council,  and  to  receive  the  Prefident^ 
General's  approbation  before  they  officiate. 

Vacancies  how  fupplied. 
But  in  cafe  of  vacancy,  by  death,  or  re-* 
moval  of  any  officer,  civil  or  military,  undei: 
this  conflitution,  the  Governor  of  the  Prov- 
ince in  v^hich  fuch  vacancy  happens,  may 
appoint  till  the  pleafure  of  thePrefident-Gen-* 
eral  and  Grand  Council  can  be  known, 

Hach  Colony  may  defend  itfelfon  emergency^  Effr*. 
That  the  particular  military  as  well  as  civil 
eflablifhments  in  each  Colony  remain  in  their 
prefent  ftate,  the  general  conflitution  notwith- 
llanding,  and  that  on  fudden  emergencies  any 
Colony  may  defend  itfelf,  and  lay  the  accounts 
of  expenfe  thence  arifmg  before  the  Prefident- 
General  and  Grand  Council,  who  may  allow 
and  order  payment  of  the  fame  as  far  as  they 
judge  fuch  accounts  reafonable. 

In  contemplating  this  inflrument,  one  can 
hardly  fupprcfs  an  enthufiaftic  fpirit  of  con- 

jedure 
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jefture  upon  the  ftate  of  America  and  Europe, 
had  it  taken  place.  Although  it  be  fliort  of 
the  prefent  well-digefted  and  Ikilful  fyftem 
operating  upon  the  United  States,  yet  it  evi- 
dently fprung  from  the  fame  principles,  and 
if  connedted  with  the  ftrong  government  of 
Great-Britain,  probably  would  have  lafted  fo 
long  as  greatly  to  retard,  perhaps  forever  to 
prevent,  the  revolution  of  1776,  and  its  ex- 
tenfive  confequences.  Blinded  by  fatal  na- 
tional prejudices,  the  Britifh  Colonies  would  , 
yet,  perhaps,  have  confidered  French,  Span- 
iards, and  other  foreign  nations,  as  their  nat- 
ural enemies  ;  and  that  connexion,  which  im- 
parted bleflings  of  liberty,  till  then  unknown, 
to  communities  now  by  her  example  emanci- 
pated from  their  political  chains,  might  never 
have  been  formed.  The  commerce  of  Ame- 
rica, fo  diffufed  through  new  channels  in  Afia 
and  the  north-weft  coaft  of  her  own  continent, 
might  ftill  have  been  reftrided  by  the  hand 
of  monopoly  :  and  the  profpefl:  of  reforma- 
tion by  rational  and  deliberate  means,  in  her 
parent  country,  to  the  equal  enjoyment  of 
civil  and  religious  principles,  which  is  yet  to 
be  hoped  for,  might  never  have  opened. 
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The  apprehenfions  of  the  Britifh  cabinet, 
however,  feem  to  have  been  founded  on  a  dif- 
ferent expedation.  They  contemplated  the 
plan  of  union  as  calculated  too  ftrongly  to  de- 
monftrate  the  ability  of  the  Colonies  to  defend 
themfelves,  whilft  the  control  of  the  crown 
over  the  admin iftration  was  too  feeble  to  in- 
fure  its  eventual  fuperiority.  They  preferred 
advancing  monies  to  fecure  their  dominione, 
>yhich  fhould  be  drawn  for  by  the  general 
government  in  America,  but  raifed  by  their 
own  authority  within  the  Colonies..  Enter- 
taining thefe  principles,  they  rejefted  the  plan 
for  want  of  fufficient  powers  in  the  throne  ; 
whilfl  the  provincial  governments,  fearing 
that  the  royal  prerogative  would  have  too 
prevailing  an  influence,  united  in  the  fam^ 
decifion  from  oppofite  principles  :  and  the 
maturing  and  adopting  of  this  important 
HiftrNew-  fcheme  in  North-America,  was  referved  for 
Ara'^Mufru.  her  feparate  and  independent  authority  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight. 

In  the  courfe  of  debating  upon  k  in  the 

Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  MafTachufetts,  an 

idea  prevailed  Hf  making  it  lefs  general  ;  but 

1754.^*      the  general  and  partial  plans  as  reported,  were 

both 
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both  rejeded,  and  a  queftion  was  put,  Wheth- 
er it  be  the  mind  of  the  Houfe  that  there 
fhould  be  a  general  union  of  his  Majeft)r's 
Colonies  on  this  continent,  except  thofe  of 
Nova-Scotia  and  Georgia  ?  and  it  was  refolv- 
ed  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative,  by 
a  majority  of  only  three  members,  the  Houfe 
tlien  confiding  of  feventy-eight.  At  length, 
the  confideration  of  the  report  for  the  general 
vmion  was  voted  to  be  fufpended  until  the 
members  fhould  have  an  opportunity  to  con- 
fult  their  conflituents  refped:ing  it,  forty-eight 
voting  in  the  affirmative  againft  thirty  :  and 
in  this  fiate  it  appears  finally  to  have  refted. 

Among  the  mod  remarkable  legiflative  oc- 
eurrences  of  this  period  in  Maffachufetts,  v/e 
are  to  confider  the  bill  for  granting  an  excife 
upon  wines  and  pther  fpirituous  liquors,  and 
the  proceedings  which  followed  it.  This 
meafure,  which  originated  with  a  divifion  of 
the  commercial  and  landed  interefts,was  main- 
tained with  an  inflexibility  againft  oppofitlon, 
which,  in  this  free  country,  was  by  fome  con- 
ftrued  into  feverity.  The  taxes  becoming 
burthenfome  from  the  great  expenfes  of  the 
Province,  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  en- 
deavoured to  relieve  the  polls  and  eftates,  the 

Bb  fubjea^ 
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fubjects  of  what  is  ufually  called  the  dry  tax,' 
by  a  duty  on  the  confumption  of  fpirituous 
liquors.  In  the  bill  for  this  purpofe,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  the  evafion  of  the  law  by  the 
procurement  of  liquors  from  other  hands  than 
the  licenfed  retailers,  an  extraordinary  provi- 
fion  was  introduced  for  fwearing  every  houfe- 
holderj  if  the  collector  or  his  deputy  required 
it,  as  to  the  quantity  confumed  in  his  family, 
not  purchafed  of  fome  licenfed  perfon,  in  or- 
der that  the  duties  might  be  accounted  for  by 
the  confumer.  A  regulation  pervading  the 
private  circumftances  of  individuals  fo  mi- 
nutely, tending  fo  much  to  the  increafe  of 
oaths,  and  fubjeding  all  perfons  to  the  fearch 
and  examination  of  inferior  ofEcers,  thus  veft- 
ed  with  the  difcretionary  ufe  of  power  fo  apt 
to  pervert  even  the  moft  cautious  and  confid- 
erate  of  mankind,  was  attacked  with  great 
force'  of  oppoiition,  on  all  the  general  princi- 
ples which  favour  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
It  cannot  but  ftrike  us  in  a  fmgular  manner, 
that  at  the  head  of  the  difTenters  from  this 
bill,  againft  which  one  of  the  greateft  objec- 
tions was  the  increafmg  of  the  influence  of 
the  chair,  the  Governor  himfelf  fhould  appear. 
June  17th.  He  fent  a  meflage  to  both  Houfes,  in  w^hich 
he  denounced  the  plan  as  inconfiftent  with 

the 
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the  natural  rights  of  every  private  flimily  la 
the  community  ;  he  exprefied  his  difappoint- 
ment  at  the  bill's  being  tacked  by  way  of  con-- 
dition  to  the  ordinary  excife  bill ;  that  a  vote 
of  non-concurrence  having  paffed  in  CouncH 
upon  the  bill,  a  re-confideration  was  hiid  at  a 
time  when  four  diffentient  members  were  ab- 
fent,  and  when  the  whole  number  of  the 
Counfellors  was  lefs  than  when  it  was  reject- 
ed. He  therefore  recommended  the  printing 
of  the  bill  for  the  confideration  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  the  Aflembly  fhould  take  it  up 
again  at  the  adjournment.  This  proportion 
was  complied  with,  and  the  bill  being  thu&- 
opened  for  general  difcuffion,  became  the  fub- 
jeiSt  of  cenfure  or  approbation  with  the  towns 
and  the  individuals  of  the  whole  Province, 

N-o  one  will  haftily  deny  that  leglflative 
queftions  may  arife,  whereon  the  previous 
fenfe  of  the  people  is  to  be  obtained  even  by 
a  dire(St  reference  to  their  decifion  :  but  fuch  ' 
a  reference  certainly  fhoukl  be  ma,de  only  in 
unavoidable  cafes,  as  the  very  ad:  itfelf  ferves 
to  condemn  the  meafure  in  queftion.  Be- 
fides,  fuch  a  direlidion  of  the  duties  aiTigned 
to  a  legiflature,  at  bell  argues  doubt,  which 
may  be  the  offspring  of  indolence,  or  of  inde« 

cifion,^ 
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cifioa,  caufed,  perhaps,  by  the  balance  of  ob- 
ftinate  parties  ;  or,  what  is  the  worft  of  weak- 
neffes  in  any  delegated  body,  an  undue  fear 
of  refponfibility.  It  is  hazarding  divifions 
among  the  people,  and  calling  upon  the  dif- 
contented  to  attempt  private,  foreign  and  par- 
tial purpofes,  under  a  clamour  againft  public 
meafures.  If  the  people  are  really  inclined  to 
fpeak  under  a  free  government,  they  will  not 
wait  for  fuch  an  invitation  ;  and  if  they  are 
filent,  it  is  the  befl  evidence  of  their  acquief- 
cence  and  approbation. 

When  the  exceptionable  claufes  in  the  ex- 
cife  bill  were  laid  before  the  people,  there 
appeared  many  publications  to  influence  their 
judgment.  In  thefe,  all  the  real  objeflions 
which  lay  againfl  the  bill,  and  many  far- 
fetched and  imaginary  ones,  were  adduced. 
It  was  held  up  as  unconftitutional,  becaufe  it 
defcended  into  the  private  economy  of  every 
family,  which  a  man  ought  to  hold  the  right 
of  keeping  fecret,  as  much  as  he  had  a  right 
to  the  exclufive  enjoyment  of  his  houfe,  which 
was  his  caftle  ;  becaufe  it  obliged  a  man  to 
exculpate  himfelf  by  oath  from  an  innocent 
ad,  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  that  Invaluable 
maxim  of  law,  that  no  man  was  held  to  con- 
vict 
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vid:  himfelf.  The  bill  was  faid  to  be  calculated 
to  produce  perjury  and  bribery,  and  to  dimin- 
iih  the  force  of  oaths,  from  the  frequency  and 
improper  manner  in  which  they  might,  and 
probably  would  be,  adminiftered  by  inferior 
officers  :  It  w^as  oppofed  to  the  interefts  of 
the  fifheries,  by  taxing  a  liquor  fo  necefiary 
to  the  men  employed  in  them  ;  and  when, 
once  fubmitted  to,  would  be  a  precedent  for 
taxing  windows,  foap  and  other  articles,  until 
nothing  would  be  left  free.  Increafmg  the 
influence  of  the  Governor,  by  means  of  the 
appointments  which  he  might  make  under 
this  ad:,  was  held  up  as  a  pi'obable  means  of 
finally  affeding  the  eledions,  and  procuring 
a  venal  and  criminal  afTembly,  v/ho  might 
barter  away  the  rights  of  the  people  to  the 
crown ;  and  the  influence  of  the  officer^ 
themfelves  over  the  fears  of  the  people,  was 
whimfically  difplayed,  even  to  the  endanger-* 
ing  of  conjugal  fidelity,  and  the  facrifice  of 
virgin  innocence.  The  virtues  of  rum  were 
found  to  be  almofl:  equal  to  the  poetic  ideas 
of  the  deified  nedar,  and  the  water  of  the 
frontier  fettlers  was  difcovered  to  be  loaded 
with  a  poifonous  quality,  by  running  through 
marfhes  and  fens  fpawning  with  frogs,  againfl: 
which  ru7n  was  the  only  attainable  antidote. 

Even 
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Even  a  tax  upon  cyder  and  malt  was  propof- 
ed  as  preferable  to  the  one  in  queftion,  as  this 
would  fall  on  the  old  fettled  counties,  who 
were  much  the  richeft  and  the  leaft  engaged 
in  defending  the  frontiers  :  Nor  was  the  ine- 
quality of  the  former  tax,  which  extended 
only  to  rum  purchafed  in  fmall  quantities,  to 
be  remedied  at  fuch  an  expenfe,  efpecially  as 
the  advantage  of  the  rich  in  purchafing  a 
larger  quantity  was  confidered  by  the  affeff- 
ors  in  taxing  them.  Finally,  the  fpirit  of 
oppofition  to  the  exclfe  in  1733  was  called 
up  to  view  ;  a  mob  was  deprecated  in  a  way 
that  afFeded  a  dread  of  it,  and  the  Governor 
was  highly  applauded,  for  his  timely  inter- 
ference in  faving  the  liberties  of  the  people 
from  the  dangers  with  which  they  w^ere 
threatened  ;  among  which,  we  cannot  fail  to 
remark,  that  of  his  own  power  w"as  reckoned 
one  of  the  greatefl, 

tiie  Po^or°&  But  the  publication  of  the  moft  celebrity, 

Tgainftthe  was   a  pamphlet,    entitled.    The  Monjler   of 

granting  Motijiers ;  being  a  witty,  farcaftic,  and  point- 

wnL'' x.r  ed  caricature   of  thofe  members  of  the  two 

vVmcs,  occ. 

someobfcr-  Houfcs  who   wcre  materially   concerned   in 

•vations  on  /  ^ 

the  Bill  for    advancing  or  oppofme;  the  bill,  under  the  fic- 

jranting  an        ^  ^  x  i  a  ?. 

hxcife,  &c.    tion  of  two  affemblies  of  ladies,  amono;  whom 

The  Voice  of  n         .  5  &  . 

the  People,    thc  monftcr  in  queftion  was  introduced. 
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When  the  General  Court  met,  the  Houfe  ^'^^^"^  *4' 
of  Reprefentatives  refolved,  that  this  pam- 
phlet was  a  falfe  and  fcandalous  libel,  reflect- 
ing upon  the  proceedings  of  that  Houfe  in 
general,  and  on  many  worthy  members  in 
particular,  in  breach  of  the  privileges  thereof, 
and  ordered  it  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of 
the  common  hangman.  It  was  then  refolv- 
ed,  that  Daniel  Fowle,  the  printer,  fhould  be 
taken  into  cuftody,  who,  after  examination, 
was  committed  to  the  common  gaol  in  Bof- 
ton.  Jofeph  Ruflel,  his  apprentice,  Zacha- 
riah  Fowle,  a  printer,  and  Royal  Tyler,  the 
fuppofed  author,  were  alfo  taken  into  cufto- 
dy. Mr.  Tyler,  when  brought  before  the 
Houfe,  moved  for  counfel,  which  was  refut- 
ed ;  and  upon  his  declining  to  reply  further 
than  that  he  was  not  obliged  to  accufe  him- 
felf,  he  was  ordered  to  remain  in  cuftody, 
and  without  bail.  The  next  day,  the  Houfe 
refolved  that  Daniel  Fovde  was  concerned  in 
publiftiing  the  pamphlet,  and  the  day  after,  Mr. 
Tyler,  pleading  the  diftrefled  circumftances 
of  his  family,  was  permitted  to  return  to  it, 
upon  his  giving  his  word  of  honour  to  the 

Houfe, 
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Houfe,  that  he  would  be  forth  coming  when 
by  them  requefted.*" 

The  proceedings  agauift  Daniel  Fowie  were 
of  a  nature  calculated  to  embarrafs  the  Houfe  ; 
and  perhaps  if  fuch  a  fpirlt  as  Wilkes  ihewed 
a  few  years  afterwards  upon  a  fimilar  occa- 
fion  in  England,  had  arifen,  they  w^ould  not 
have  been  able  to  fave  their  dignity,  better 
than  the  Houfe  of  Commons  did  in  that  cafe, 
when  they  found  Miller,  a  printer  of  the  de- 
bates of  the  Houfe,  taken  out  of  the  cuflody 
of  their  mefTenger,  by  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
man of  London,  and  the  meflenger  himfelf  or- 
dered to  be  committed  in  default  of  bail  for 
a  falfe  arreft. 

Fowie  denied  their  right  to  commit  for  his 
fuppofed  offence^  unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  their 
own  members  :  and  in  addition  to  this,  the 
Speaker's  warrant  direded  the  Keeper  of  the 
gaol  to  detain  him  there  until  the  further  or-- 
der  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives^  omitting 
the  ufual  claufe,  or  until  he  be  otherwfe  df- 
charged  by  order  of  law. 

The 

*  It  cannot,  perhaps,  at  this  day,  be  determined  how 
far  Mr.  Tyler  was  really  concerned  in  this  pamphlet ;  mofl 
probably,  however,  he  only  countenanced  the  reading  and 
publilhing  of  it.  Mr.  Benjamin  Brandon  is  fuppofed  by 
contemporaries  to  have  written  it. 
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The  cafe  became  a  fubjed  of  very  general 
expedation  ;  and,  perhaps,  from  an  apprehen- 
fion  that  the  common  law  was  the  moft  fuit- 
able  authority  to  determine  it,  and  from  fome 
defed:  in  the  form  of  the  warrant,  Fowle  on 
the  26th.  was  relieved  from  the  feverity  of  his 
confinement,  and  an  opportunity  was  given 
him  to  go  at  large  ;  but  this  he  refufed,  faying 
with  St.  Paul,  that  inafmuch  as  they  had  thruft 
him  into  prifon  uncondemned  (by  the  law) 
they   might  come   themfelves  and  take  him  Total 
out.     However,  no  judicial  procefs  was  en-  Sbmy? 
tered  upon  for   his   enlargement,  and  on  the 
29th*  his  wife  having  been  thrown  into  fits  to 
the  endangering  of  her  life,  he  ftated  a  requeft 
to  the  Speaker  that  he  might   be  difmifTed 
on  this  account,  and  that  he  fhould  be  ready 
to  'wait  upon  him  whenever  the  Speaker  might 
have  occafionfor  him.     He  was  then  brought 
before  the  Houfe,  reprimanded  for  publiihing 
the  libel,  and  ordered  to  be  difcharged  from 
gaol  upon  his  paying  colls. 

.  Fowle  made  a  profejfional  ufe  of  his  fufFer- 
ings,  by  iffuing  a  pamphlet,  in  which  he  fta- 
ted his  five  days'  imprifonment,  forty-eight 
hours  of  which  he  lay  in  the  common  ftone 
gaol,    in   a   very  glaring  manner  :    and  it 

C  c  would 
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would  have  been  fortunate  for  hitn   had  he 
been  contented  to  revenge  his   caufe   in  this 
way,  which  proved  more  profitable  to  him, 
than  controverting  great  conftitutional  quef- 
tions  in  a  court  of  law,  againft  the  influence 
of  a  ruling  party  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefent- 
atives.      But  not  fatisfied  with  this,  he  com- 
menced  an  adtion   againft  the  Speaker  and 
MefTenger  of  the  Houfe   of  Reprefentatives 
and  the  Gaoler,  as  Mr,  Tyler  did  againft  the 
Meflenger  alone.    The  new  Houfe,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  two  thirds  of  the   members,  voted 
that  this  power  of  committing  had  often  and 
for  a  long  time  been  exercifed  by  many  for- 
mer Houfes  ;  that  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives of  the  Province  were  the  indifputable 
judges  of  any  breach  of  their  privileges,  and 
had  an  authority  to  arreft,  commit  and  exam- 
ine for   fuch  breaches,  not  only  their  own 
members,  but  others.     That  it  w^as  the  in- 
dlfpenfable  duty  of  the  Speaker  of  the  faid 
Houfe  to  iffue  his  warrants,  according  to  the 
orders  given,  and  of  the  Meflenger  and  Keep- 
er of  the  Gaol  to  e?cecute  them  ;  and   that 
thefe  fuits  were  an  attempt  againft  the  rights 
of  the  people  of  the  government,  in  the  au- 
thority of  that  Houfe  to  commit  for  a  con- 
tempt to  their  reprefentative  body,  to  fruftrate 

all 
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all  effed  of  this  authority,  and  to  introduce 
diforder  and  confufion  ;  and  that  therefore 
the  officers  who  iffued  and  executed  the  war- 
rants fhould  be  defended  in  the  adion. 

The  divifion  which  exlfted  in  the  legifla- 
ture  upon  this  fubje<Sl:  was  ftrikingly  difplay-^ 
ed,  and  aflumed  a  very  ferious  afpedt,  when 
the  Houfe  proceeded  to  make  an  allowance  to 
tlie  committee  appointed  to  defend  the  fuits. 
The  Reprefentatives,  determined  to  fupport 
their  privileges,  in  a  very  full  Houfe  voted 
the  Hheral  fum  of  ^.  looo  fterling  for  this, 
purpofe,  to  be  drawn  out  as  there  fhould  be 
occafion.  This  vote  the  Council  partially 
non-concurred,  and  returned  with  alterations, 
particularly  in  reducing  the  fum,  TheHoufq- 
refented  this  check,  and  voted  that  the  grant 
of  any  money  mufl  not  only  originate  in  the 
Houfe  in  confequence  of  their  reprefenting 
the  people,  but  that  fuch  grant  could  aot  be 
any  way  fubjedl  to  the  alteration  of  any  other 
branch  of  the  government.  The  Council  re-? 
plied  that  they  had  been  in  the  conftant  prac- 
tice of  lefTening  grants  made  by  the  Houfe 
ever  fince  the  charter,  but  wilhed  to  avoid 
a  difpute  on  this  point  <it  a  juadlure  when  af-*. 
fairs,  of  fuch  vafl  importance  were  depending. 

Thi$ 
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This  praftice  the  Houfe  in  their  turn  denied, 
and  a  very  earneft  difpute  appeared  to  be  ri- 
fing  from  this  trifling  affair,  upon  a  conftitu-- 
tional  queftion  ;  till  at  laft  the  Council  remain- 
ing firm  in  their  non-concurrence,  the  diffi- 
culty was  fettled  by  a  vote,  that  the  officers 
fhould  be  defended  at  the  charge  of  the  Prov- 
ince throughout  the  courfe  of  the  law  ;  that 
the  committee  appointed  for  this  purpofe 
fhould  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury, 
from  time  to  time,  fuch  fums  asjhould  tefuf-^ 
Jicient  to  enable  them  pt^operly  to  defend  the  ac^ 
tlons  in  the  Province  ;  and  in  cafe  of  an  ap- 
peal to  his  Majeily  in  Council,  that  the 
Agent  of  the  Province  ihould  defend  them  in 
England  at  the  public  charge. 


Sup.  Court  "Tbe  event  of  the  procefs  was,  that  the  Su* 
Feb°Term  p^i'ic)^*  Court  of  Judicaturc  finally  gave  judg-» 
J757.  ment  in  favour  of  the  defendants,  confidering 

their  plea  i|i  bar  as  good,  and  that  Fowle 

iliould  pay  coft  of  court, 

Reiapfe  and       The  rctums  of  thc  towns  reprefented  their 

an  Anfvver  ,,  ,  •ri-ii  i  it 

in  thc  Bof-    opinions  upon  the  exciie  bill  to   be  much  di- 

ctfe,  Dec.      vidcd  ;    and  the  Houfe  not   viewing  them 

journai  of  ^^  thc  light  of  couclufive  iuflruftions,  voted 
the  Houfe.    ^^^^^   ^j^^^  jj^^^j j  ^^^  ^^  coufidcred.      The 

'^^  capital, 
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capital,  and  the  refpedable  trading  town  of 
Gloucefter  were  among  the  opponents  of  the 
Hill  ;  notwithftanding  which  it  was  enadted, 
and  approved  by  the  Governor,  with  fome 
fmall  amendments,  which  gave  rife  to  the 
Cub  New  Licked^  and  other  fatirical  pubUca- 
tions.  In  fome  of  thefe,  His  Excellency,  in  J^^l^^^ 
his  turn,  received  the  cenfure  of  the  advocates  1^":^^^^ 
of  liberty,  founded  on  his  verfatility  of  opin-  ^[.^f  JJf'' 
ion,  which,  as  the  general  principles  of  the  bill 
remained  the  fame  as  at  the  laft  feffion,  was 
uncharitably  attributed  to  the  anticipation  of 
a  grant  made  to  him  very  foon  after  the  enad:- 
ing  of  it,  for  fervices  in  taking  poffeffion  of 
Louifbourg,  and  in  the  late  Kennebeck  expe- 
dition. But  fuch  was  the  heat  of  parties  at 
this  day,  that  nothing  more  ought  to  be  con- 
cluded from  this  fuggeilion,  than  that  the 
grant  w^as  ill-timed. 

Notwithftanding  all  the  predictions  fo  dif* 
mally  detailed  againft  the  excife  adt,  the  fatire 
of  witty  pens,  with  fome  few  marks  of  popu- 
lar ftigma  on  the  farmers  of  this  branch  of 
the  revenue,  feem  to  have  been  all  the  for- 
midable confequences  of  it  :  although  the* 
Governor  was  fo  fearful  of  its  inefficiency 
from  the  odium  annexed  to  it,  that  he  pro- 

pofed 
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pofed  a  loan  for  defraying  the  expenfes  of 
the  government  the  current  year.  The  town 
of  Bofton  alfo  voted  to  make  application  in 
England  in  order  to  prevent  the  adts  obtain- 
ing the  royal  afTent,  and  adually  chofe  Chrif- 
topher  Kilby,  Efq.  their  agent  for  that  purpofe. 

The  Governor  had  fcarcely  returned  from 
his  expedition  on  the  River  Kennebeck,  when 
information  was  received  of  an  attack  upon 
the  oppofite  quarter  by  a  body  of  Indians, 
fuppofed  to  be  about  fix  hundred  in  number. 
They  invaded  Hoofuck,  pillaged  and  burnt 
the  buildings,  killed  the  cattle,  and  deftroyed 
a  very  large  quantity  of  grain.  At  Stock- 
bridge,  two  of  them  attacked  the  houfe  of 
one  Chamberlain,  in  w^hlch  they  met  with  a 
manly  refiftance  from  a  perfon  named  Owen, 
who  happened  to  be  there  ;  but  his  conflidl 
only  ferved  to  enable  Chamberlain  and  his 
wife  to  efcape  ;  he  himfelf  at  length  falling 
under  his  wounds,  and  dying  very  foon.  The 
Indians  fcalped  him,  and  one  child,  carrying 
away  another  with  them.  This  alfo  foon 
fuffered  the  fame  death,  upon  an  unfortunate 
difcovery  of  a  party  be^ng  in  purfuit  of  the 
favages. 

Upon 
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Upon  inveftieatlon,  the  enemy  was  found  ^°i-  J°^a 

rn  r  Worthing. 

to  have  confifted  of  the  Scatecook  tribe,  who  ton's  Letter, 
had  infligated  the  Orondocks  and  others  to 
the  invafion.  Some  of  their  alHes  had  de- 
fcended  from  inhabitants  of  Connefticut 
River,  who  were  driven  away  in  PhiHp's  war. 
The  whole  defign  had  been  made  known 
to  the  Governor  of  Canada,  who  probably- 
thought  it  too  feafonable  for  the  future  plans 
of  the  French,  not  to  afford  it  his  encourage- 
ment. 

The    Engliih  fettlers   appeared  after  this  Letter  of 
attack  to   have  been   difcontented  with  the  wro°dbHdgc 
condud:  of  the  inhabitants  of  Albany,  and  to  [hing!o^°'^' 
entertain  fufpicions  of  the  Stockbridge  tribe  ^^'  ^^^' 
of  Indians.     The  one  for  continuing  their 
trade  and  connexions  with  the  Canadian  fav- 
ages,  after  hoftilities  were  commenced  ;  the 
other  for  difcovering  inaction  and  reluftance 
as  to  military  duty  beyond  what  had  appear- 
ed in  former  wars.     The  caufe  of  the  lattec 
was  patronized  and  explained  by  the  leading 
men  in  Stockbridge,  who  afcribed  their  cool- 
nefs  to  mifmanagement  on  the  part  of  the 
white  people  ;   the  foldiers  having  charged 
this  tribe  with  the  late  murders,  and  threat- 
ened to  take  their  lives,  in  fo  ferious  a  man- 
ner. 


2i6  SHIRLEY. 

Letters  of     ^^q^^  ^.s  to  prevent  their  s-oino;  into  the  woods, 
^  T.Wood-  from    an    apprehenllon    that     their    clanger, 

arofe  more  from  the  EngUfh  than  the  Indian 

enemy. 

Dec.  19,  Upon  the  reprefentation  of  the  Governor, 

ftating  the  defection  of  thefe  Indians,  the 
General  Court  voted  to  receive  them  as  fol- 
dlers  in  the  fervice  of  the  Province,  and  to 
give  them  pay  and  fubfiftence  for  fix  months, 
and  invited  them  either  to  come  to  the  Court 
to  relate  their  grievances,  or  to  lay  them  before 
a;committee  who  fliould  be  appointed  at  their 
requeft. 


^4  r- 


->*^HQi^yil^M'^^^^ 


CHAR     X. 


T/je  takbig  of  the  French  Forts  hi  Nova-Scotiaj 
and  removal  of  the  Neutrals. 


General         X'HE  year  1755  commenced  with  prepa- 

M^s.j^r-    rations  for  diflodging  the  French  from  their 

^*^*  encroachments  in    Nova-Scotia.       Notwith- 

ftanding  this  expedition  was  condudied  in  a 

territory  now  no  longer  a  part  of  Maflachu- 

fetts, 


SHIRLEY. 

fetts,  yet  the  inhabitants  of  that  Province  were 
fo  materially  concerned  in  it,  that  an  account 
of  it  cannot  be  confidered  as  foreign  to  the 
proper  fubjedt  of  this  work ;  and  the  peculiar 
fortune  of  the  French  fettlers  is  fo  interefting, 
that  an  apology  would  not  be  wanting,  even 
if  it  were  a  digrellion. 

This  expedition  was  undertaken  and  con- 
duced at  the  expenfe  of  the  crown.  The 
troops,  however,  were  raifed  in  Maflachufetts 
Bay,  and  a6ted  as  a  diftind:  body,  under  their 
own  officers,  with  a  promife  of  the  fame  pay, 
and  being  treated  in  every  refped:  as  others 
in  the  fame  fervice  with  them.  The  com- 
mand of  the  expedition  was  given  to  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Robert  Monckton  ;  but  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  forces  being  formed  into  a  regi- 
ment of  two  battalions,  of  which  Governor 
Shirley  was  the  Colonel,  the  command  of 
them  was  conferred  on  Lieutenant-Colonel  John 
Winflow,  of  Marfhfield,  a  gentleman  of  one 
of  the  moft  ancient  and  honourable  families 
in  the  Province,  who  held  a  commiflion  of 
Major-General  in  the  militia,  and  whofe  in- 
fluence was  fo  great  as  to  effedt  the  raifmg  of 
2,000  men  in  about  two  months,  to  ferve 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  if  fo  long  required. 

D  d  They 
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They  embarked  at  Bofton  on   the   20th.  of 
May,  and  arrived  at  the  Bafon  of  Annapolis 
Royal  on  the  25th.  whence   they  failed,  on 
the  firft  of  June,  in  a  fleet  of  forty-one  vefTels 
to  Chignedo,  and  anchored  about  five  miles 
from  Fort   Lawrence.     On    the  4th.    being 
joined  by  about  three  hundred  regulars,  with 
a  fmall  train  of  artillery,  they   marched   for 
the  French    fort    Beau-fejour.     When    they 
came  to  the  river  MufTaguafh,  on  the  weft  fide 
of  which  the  French  claimed,  they  found  a 
block-houfe,  with   fome   fmall    cannon   and 
fwivels,  and  a  breaft-work,  with   troops  ju- 
dicioufly   pofted    to    oppofe  their    progrefs. 
After  a  conflid  of  about  an  hour,  the  paflage 
was  effeded  with  the  lofs  of  only  one  man, 
who  was  killed,  and  thirteen  wounded,  the 
French  burning  their  block-houfe  and  village. 
The  forces  then  encamped  at  the  diftance  of 
about  two  miles  from,  the  fort ;   and  Lieut. 
Col.  Winflow,  with  300  men,  having  diflodg- 
ed  a  party  of  the  enemy  from  an  eminence 
where  it  was  defigned  to  fortify,  advanced 
within  600  yards  of  it.     The  entrenchments 
were  opened  on  the  1 2th.  and  notwithftanding 
the  fire  of  the  fort,  were  advanced  no  yards, 
gaining   85   in   a  ftraight  diredlion,  in  one 
night.     On  the  1 6th.  the  enemy  furrendered, 

the 
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the  garrifon  being  allowed  to  march  out  with 
the  honours  of  war,  and  to  be  tranfported 
with  their  effects  to  Louifbourg,  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  on  con- 
dition of  not  bearing  arms  for  fix  months. 
It  was  alfo  ftipulated,  that  the  inhabitants, 
fhould  he  left  in  the  fame  fituation  as  they 
were  in  when  the  army  arrived,  and  not  ba 
punilhed  for  what  they  had  done  afterwards, 
This  capitulation,  and  the  various  fkirmifhes 
which  preceded  it,  coil  the  New-England 
troops  hut  three  men  killed,  none  being  mor- 
tally wounded. 

The  fort  at  Gafpareau  of  neeeffity  furren-* 
dered  after  that  of  Beau-fejour,  and  was  allow-? 
€d  the  fame  terms*  The  name  of  the  Utter 
was  char^ged  to  Cun^herland, 

Three  Englifh  twenty-gun  fliips,  with  a 
fnow,  appearing  in  St.  John's  River,  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Rous,  the  French  fet 
fire  to  their  fart  and  out-houfes  there,  and  re- 
linquifhed  the  country.  One  hundred  and 
^ifty  of  the  tribe  of  Indians  received  the  offi- 
cers of  the  fleet  with  tokens  of  friendfhip, 
which  terminated  military  operations  in  that 
quarter, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  fuccefles  at  fo  early  a  ftage  of  the 
war,  difFufed  a  general  animation  through  the 
Colonies,  and  were  joyfully  received  as  omens 
of  future  good  fortune. 

The  French  force  In  Nova-Scotia  being 
thus  fubdued,  it  only  remained  to  determine 
the  meafures  which  ought  to  be  taken  with 
refped:  to  the  inhabitants,  who  were  about 
feven  thoufand  in  number,  and  whofe  char- 
after  and  fituation  were  fo  peculiar,  as  to 
diftinguifh  them  from  almoft  every  other 
community,  that  has  fuffered  under  the 
fcourge  of  war. 

The  allegations  againft  them  as  a  people, 
and  which  were  undoubtedly  juft  againft 
many  of  them  as  individuals,  were  thefe  : 
That  being  permitted  to  hold  their  lands, 
after  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  the 
Province  was  ceded  to  Great-Britain,  upon 
condition  of  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance, they  refufed  to  comply,  excepting  with 
this  qualification,  that  they  fhould  not  be 
called  upon  to  bear  arms  in  the  defence  of 
the  Province  ;  which  qualification,  though  ac- 
ceded to  by  Gen.  Phillips,  the  Britifh  com- 
mander, 
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mander,  was  difapp roved  of  by  the  King  : 
That  from  this  circumftance  they  afFeded  the 
character  of  neutrals,  yet  furnifhed  the  French 
and  Indians  with  intelUgence,  quarters,  pro- 
vifions  and  affiftance  in  annoying  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Province,  and  three  hundred  of 
them  were  adtually  found  in  arms  at  the  ta- 
king of  fort  Beau-fejour  :  That  notwithftand- 
ing  an  offer  was  made,  to  fuch  of  them  as 
had  not  been  openly  in  arms,  to  be  allowed 
to  continue  in  poffeffion  of  their  land,  if  they 
would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  without 
any  qualification,  they  unanimoufly  refufed  it. 

The  character  of  this  people  was  mild,  fru- 
gal, induftrious  and  pious  ;  and  a  fcrupulous 
fenfe  of  the  indiffoluble  nature  of  their  an- 
cient obligation  to  their  King,  was  a  great 
caufe  of  their  misfortunes.  To  this  we  may 
add  an  unalterable  attachment  to  their  reli- 
gion, a  diftruft  of  the  right  of  the  Englilh  to 
the  territory  which  they  inhabited,  and  the 
indemnity  promifed  them  at  the  furrender  of 
fort  Beau-fejour.  Notwithilanding  which, 
there  could  be  no  apology  for  fuch  of  them 
as,  after  they  had  obtained  the  advantages  of 
neutrality,  violated  the  conditions  on  which 
they  were  granted,  and  without  which,  from 

the 
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the  nature  of  thd  cafe,  there  was  no  juft  foun- 
dation to  exped;  they  would  be  continued. 

Such  being  the  circumftances  of  the  French 
Neutrals,  as  they  were  called,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Nova-Scotia  and  his  Council, 
aided  by  the  admirals  Bofcawen  and  Moftyn, 
affembled  to  confider  of  the  neceflary  meaf- 
ures  to  be  adopted  towards  them.  If  the 
whole  were  to  fufFer  for  the  conduit  of  a  part, 
the  natural  punishment  would  have  been  to 
have  forced  them  from  their  country,  and  left 
them  to  go  wherever  they  pleafed  ;  but  from 
the  fituation  of  the  Province  of  Canada,  it  was 
^  obvious  to  fee  that  this  would  have  been  to 

recruit  it  with  foldiers,  who  would  immedi- 
ately have  returned  in  arms  upon  the  Britifh 
frontiers.  It  was  therefore  determined  to 
remove  and  difperfe  this  whole  people  among 
the  Britifh  Colonies,  where  they  could  not 
unite  in  any  ofFenfive  meafures,  and  where 
they  might  be  naturalized  to  the  government 
and  country. 

The  execution  of  this  unufual  and  general 
fentence  was  allotted  chiefly  to  the   New- 
England  forces,  the  commander  of  which, 
from  the  humanity  and  firmnefs  of  his  charac- 
ter. 
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ter,  was  the  beft  qualified  to  carry  it  Into 
eiFed.  It  was  without  doubt,  as  he  himfelf 
declared,  difagreeable  to  his  natural  make  and 
temper ;  and  his  principles  of  implicit  obedi- 
ence as  a  foldier  was  put  to  a  fevere  teft  by 
this  ungrateful  kind  of  duty,  which  required 
an  ungenerous  cunning,  and  fubtle  kind  of 
feverity,  calculated  to  render  the  Acadians 
fubfervient  to  the  Englifh  interefts  to  the  lateft 
hour.  They  were  kept  entirely  ignorant  of 
their  deftiny  until  the  moment  of  their  cap- 
tivity, and  were  overawed  or  allured  to  labour 
at  the  gathering  in  of  their  harveft,  which 
was  fecretly  allotted  to  the  ufe  of  their  con- 
querors. The  orders  from  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Lawrence  to  Capt.  Murray,  who  was 
firft  on  the  ftation,  with  a  plagiarifm  of  the 
language,  without  the  fpirit  of  fcripture,  di- 
rected that  if  thefe  people  behaved  amifs,  they 
Ihould  be  punifhed  at  his  difcretion  ;  and  if 
any  attempts  were  made  to  deftroy  or  molefl: 
the  troops,  he  fhould  take  an  eye  for  an  eye, 
and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  and  in  fhort,  life  for 
life,  from  the  neareft  neighbour  where  the 
mifchief  fliould  be  performed. 

The  convenient  moment  having  arrived, 
the  inhabitants  were  called  into  the  different 
ports  to  hear  the  King's  orders,  as  they  were 

termed. 
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termed.     At  Grand  Pre,  where  Col,  Winflow 

had  the  immediate  command,  four   hundred 

and  eighteen   of  their  beft  men   afTembled. 

Thefe  being  fhut  into   the  church,  (for  that 

too  had  become  an  arfenal)  he  placed  himfelf 

with  his  officers  in  the  centre,  and  addrelTed 

them  thus  : 

♦ 
Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  received  fromx  his  Excellency  Gover- 
nor Lawrence,  the  King's  commiffion,  which 
I  have  in  my  hand  ;  and  by  his  orders  you 
are  convened  together,  to  manifeft  to  you  his 
Majefty's  final  refolution  to  the  French  inhab- 
itants of  this  his  Province  of  Nova-Scotia  ; 
who  for  almoft  half  a  century  have  had  more 
indulgence  granted  them,  than  any  of  his 
fubjefts  in  any  part  of  his  dominions.  What 
ufe  you  have  made  of  it,  you  yourfelves  beft 
know. 

The  part  of  duty  I  am  now  upon,  though 
neceffary,  is  very  difagreeable  to  my  natural 
make  and  temper,  as  I  know  it  muft  be  griev- 
ous to  you  who  are  of  the  fame  fpecies. 

But  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  animadvert, 
but  to  obey  fuch  orders  as  I  receive,  and  there- 
fore, without  hefitation,  fhall  deliver  you  his 
Majefty's  orders  and  inftruitions,  namely, 

«  That 
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"  That  your  lands  and  tenements,  cattle 
of  all  kinds,  and  live  ftock  of  all  forts,  are  for- 
feited to  the  crown, with  all  other  your  effe£ls, 
faving  your  money  and  houfehold  goods,  and 
you  yourfelves  to  be  removed  from  this  his 
rrovmce. 

Thus  it  IS  peremptorily  his  Majefty's  or- 
ders, that  the  whole  French  inhabitants  of 
thefe  difl:rid:s  be  removed,  and  I  am,  through 
his  Majefly's  goodnefs,  dired:ed  to  allow  you 
liberty  to  carry  off  your  money  and  houfe- 
hold goods,  as  many  as  you  can  without  diC- 
commoding  the  veffels  you  go  in.  I  fhall  do 
every  thing  in  my  power,  that  all  thofe  goods 
be  fecured  to  you,  and  that  you  are  not  mo- 
lefted  in  carrying  them  ofi':  alfo  that  whole 
families  fhall  go  in  the  fame  veflel  ;  and 
make  this  remove,  which  I  am  fenfible  muft 
give  you  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  as  eafy  as  his 
Majefty's  fervice  will  admit,  and  hope,  that 
in  whatever  part  of  the  world  you  may  fall, 
you  may  be  faithful  fubjedts,  a  peaceable  and 
happy  people. 

I  muft  alfo  inform  you,  that  it  is  his  Maj- 
efty's pleafure  that  you  remain  in  fecurity, 

E  e  under 
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under  the   infpedlion   and   diredlon  of  the 
troops  that  I  have  the  honour  to  command. 

And  he   then   declared  them   the  King's 
prifoners. 

The  whole  number  of  perfons  collected  at 
Grand  Pre,  finally  amounted  to  483  men  and 
22,y  women,  heads  of  families,  and  their  fons 
and  daughters  to  527  of  the  former,  and  576 
of  the  latter,  making  in  the  whole  1923  fouls. 
Their  ftock  was  upwards  of  5,000  horned 
cattle,  493  horfes,  and  12,887  fheep  and 
•  fwine* 

As  fome  of  thefe  wretched  inhabitants  ef- 
caped  to  the  woods,  all  poflible  meafures  were 
adopted  to  force  them  back  to  captivity.  The 
country  was  laid  wafte  to  prevent  their  fub- 
fiftence.  In  the  diftrift  of  Minas  alone, 
there  were  deftroyed  255  houfes,  276  barns, 
155  out-houfes,  1 1  mills  and  i  church  ;  and 
the  friends  of  thofe  who  refufed  to  come  in, 
were  threatened  as  the  vidtims  of  their  obfti- 
nacy.  In  fhort,  fo  operative  were  the  terrors 
that  furrounded  them,  that  of  twenty-four 
young  men  who  defcrted  from  a  tranfport, 
twenty-two  were  glad  to  return  of  themfelves, 

the 
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the  others  being  fhot  by  fentinels,  and  one 
of  their  friends  who  was  fuppofed  to  have 
been  acceflary  to  their  efcape,  having  been 
carried  on  fhore,  to  behold  the  deftrudtion  of 
his  houfe  and  effects,  which  were  burned  in 
his  prefence,  as  a  punifhment  for  his  temerity, 
and  perfidious  aid  to  his  comrades.  Being 
embarked  by  force  of  the  mufquetry,  they 
were  difperfed,  according  to  the  original  plan, 
among  the  feveral  Britiih  Colonies.  One 
thoufand  arrived  in  Maffachufetts  Bay  and 
became  a  public  expenfe,  owing  in  a  great 
degree  to  an  unchangeable  antipathy  to  their  ■ 
fituation,  which  prompted  them  lo  rejed:  the 
ufual  beneficiary  but  humiliating  eftablifh-^, 
ment  of  paupers  for  their  children. 

The  campaign  ended  with  no  {m,2i\i  difguft 
on  the  part  of  the  New-England  commander 
and  his  troops,  on  account  of  diftindtions  in 
fervice  made  between  the  regulars  and  them, 
to  their  prejudice  ;  and  enliftments  being 
made  out  of  his.  corps  to  fill  up  the  {landing 
regiments,  which  prevented  his  fulfilling  his 
proniife  to  bring  his  men  back  to  their  towns 
at  the  expiration  of  a  year,  a  promife  much 
relied  upon,  and  neceffarv  to  be  performed, 
for  future  exertiorl$. 

CHAP. 
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Plan  of  military  operations  for  the  year  1 755 — 

Supply    of  the  treafury — Law  prohibiting 

correfpondence  with  the  French  fettlements — 

Anfwer  to  the  Governor  s  mcffage  upon  the 

fubjcSl  offurnifhing  the  regular  troops  with 

P>rovifons — Caufes  operating  to  weaken  the 

force  of  the  Britifh  Colo?ties — Shirley  departs 

for  Ofwego — War  declared  againfl  the  Eafl^ 

em  Indians — The  Penohfcots  attacked. 

TPHE  war  in  America  being  now  no  longer 
left  to  colonial  efforts  alone,  the  plan  of 
operations  confifted  of  three  parts.  The  firft 
was  an  attack  upon  FortDu  Qiiefne,  conduc- 
ed by  troops  from  England  under  Gen.  Brad- 
dock  ;  the  fecond  was  an  attempt  upon  the 
fort  at  Niagara,  which  was  carried  on  by- 
American  regulars  and  Indians  ;  and  the 
third  was  an  expedition  againfl  Crown-Point, 
which  was  fupported  by  militia  from  the  nor- 
thern Colonies,  enlifled  merely  for  that  fer- 
vice.  The  lafl  of  thefe  enterprize's  was  pro- 
pofed  to  the  AfTembly  of  MafTachufetts  Bay 
by  the  Governor,  who  thought  this  a  favour- 
able opportunity  to  eftablifh  a  pofl  opening 
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to  the  Bntifli  Colonies  a  channel  through 
which  they  might  pour  their  force  into  the 
heart  of  Canada.  He  therefore  recommend- 
ed to  the  General  Court  to  ereO:  a  fort  on  a 
rocky  eminence  on  the  lake,  not  far  from  the 
French  fort  Frederick,  at  Crown-Point  ;  and 
the  better  to  divide  the  attention  of  the  ene- 
my, he  projeGed  a  fchem.e  for  advancing  a 
force  up  the  river  Chaudiere,  The  General 
Court  received  this  propofal  from  the  Gover- 
nor with  readinefs,  and  fent  meffengers  to  the 
other  Colonies,  to  induce  theoi  to  aid  in  the 
execution  of  it. 

The  whole  number  of  men  affigned  for  the 
expedition  againft  Crown-Point  was  3,700, 
of  which  MaiTachufetts  voted  to  raife  1,500  ; 
befides  500  by  way  of  reinforcement,  if  judged 
neceflary  by  the  commander  in   chief,  with 
advice  of  Council ;  and  to  thefe,  300  more 
were  added  after  the  difailer  of  Gen.  Brad- 
dock.     The  General  Court  alfo  voted  ;<('.6oo 
to  be  applied  towards  engaging  the  Indians 
of  the  Six  Nations  in  the  enterprize,  and  fup- 
porting  their  families.     In  fhort,  this  became 
a  favourite  enterprize,  both  with  the  General 
Court  and  the  people  of  MafTachufetts  Bay, 
not  only  becaufe  it  originaJted  with  them,  but 

becaufe 
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becaufe  it  was  directed  againft  a  quarter 
whence  (confidering  the  French  in  Nova-Sco- 
tia were  fubdued  and  difperfcd)  they  had  the 
moft  to  fear. 

To  prepare  for  fupporting  thefc  military 
operadons,  a  loan  was  granted  to  fupply  the 
treafury  ^vith;^.50,ooo  ;  of  which  £*17',350 
were  appropriated  for  the  Crown-Point  ex- 
pedidon,  ^.12,500  for  forts  and  garrifons, 
^.9,500  for  the  GommilTary's  department, 
j[,y^ooo  iov  premiums,.^.  1,500  for  fervices 
unprovided  for  by  any  eftabiiihment,;,^. 2,000 
for  the  pay  of  Counfellors  and  Rcprefenta- 
tives,  and  £^150  for  contingencies.  £*^^3^o 
were  alfo  granted  to  the  Governor. 

The  fecurity  for  the  re-payment  of  the  loan 
was  a  tax  of  ^.36,000,  to  be  affeffed  in  the 
year  1756,  and  j[.  14,000  in  the  year  follow- 
ing :  and,  as  an  additional  fund,  the  impoft 
duty  for  the  firft  mentioned  year,  and  the 
unappropriated  excife  duties  on  fpirits,  &c. 
for  the  current  year,  together  with  the  fecond 
year's  proceeds  of  the  ad:  for  granting  to  his 
Majefty  feveral  duties  upon  vellum,  &c.  were 
pledged  to  the  creditors  of  the  government,^ 
who  might  loan  the  monies. 

Louifbourg, 


SHIRLEY.  231 

Louifbourg,  the  military  enemy,  but  the 
commercial  friend  of  New-England,  receiving 
its  f applies  from  the  northern  Colonies,  a  law 
was  made,  forbidding,  under  fevere  penalties, 
all  correfpondence    v;ith    any  inhabitant  of 
that  or  any  other  French  fettlement  in  North- 
America  for  the  fpace  of  four  months  :  and 
a  further  ad:  pafled  prohibiting  the  exporta- 
tion of  provifions,  until  bonds  fhould  be  given 
for  re-landing  them   in  the  Province,  or  in 
fome  other  of  the  Britifh  Colonies,  to  con- 
tinue from  the  fourteenth  day  of  June  to  the 
twelfth  of  September.      But  thefe  laws  prov- 
ing ineffectual,  another  was  foon  after  made, 
abfolutely  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  mil- 
itary ftores  and  provifions,  excepting  for  ihips* 
ufe  and  the  purpofes  of  the  government,  until 
the  24th.  day  of  July,  and  fuch  further  time 
as  the  Governor  and  Council  might  think 
proper,  not  exceeding  the  24th.  day  of  Sep- 
tember following.     Notwithftanding  all  thefe 
laws,  a  conftant  attention  was  neceffarily  kept 
up  by  the  Leglflature,  by  interfering  diredly 
in  many  fufpeded  cafes,  and  enforcing  th>e 
execution  of  their  own  ads.     Such  was  the 
rivallhip   among  many  traders,  between  the 
love  of  commerce  and   the   love    of  their 
country. 

The 
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The  minifterial  plan  of  the  war  in  America, 
required  that  the  Colonies  fhould  contribute 
towards  the  charge  of  fubfifting  the  Britifh 
forces,  as  well  as  towards  raifing  and  fubfift- 
ing the  American  regular  troops.     The  cir- 
cular letter  upon  this  fubjeft  was  laid  before 
the  AiTembly  of  MafTachufetts  Bay,  and  a 
compliance  with  it  ftrongly  urged  upon  them 
by  the  Governor.     Their  anfwer  to  his  mef- 
fage,  gives  a  particular  and  ftriking  view  of 
the  exertion  under  which  the  Province  was 
at  this  time  ftruggling.     They  ftate  that  the 
Kennebeck  expedition  was  fcarcely  over  when 
thev  undertook  that  to  Crown-Point,  whilft 
the  enemy  was  making  inroads  upon  the  fron- 
tiers :  that  fince  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chap- 
pelle,  the  Province  had  been  at  more  expenfe 
for  preventing  and  removing  the  French  en- 
croachments, than  all  his  Majefty's  Colonies 
befides  :  that  it  was  under  engagements  for 
paying  and  fubfifting  2,400  men,  occafioned 
by  the  fituation  and  defigns  of  the  French  ; 
and  about  3,000  more  were  employed   in 
the  expedition  to  Nova-Scotia,  and  in  Shir- 
ley's and  Peppetell's   regiments  :    that   the 
Province  did  not  amount  to  one  eighth  part 
of  his  Majefty's  intereft  upon  the  continent,' 
either  in  numbers  of  people  or  property ; 

and 
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and  that  if  all  the  other  Colonies  had  raifed  a 
force  in  proportion  to  this,  their  troops  would 
have  greatly  exceeded  the  whole  force  at  this 
time  employed,  his  Majefty's  troops  and  the 
American  regular  troops  included,  which 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  check  the  ad- 
vances of  theCanadianSjWhilft  unfupported  by 
troops  tranfported  from  France ;  but  whilft 
fhe  advanced  her  ftrength  and  treafure  to 
gain  the  dominion  of  this  continent,  they 
hoped  too  great  dependence  would  not  be 
placed  on  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  in  America 
for  their  own  defence  ;  and  impelling  them 
into  additional  enterprizes,  might  difable 
them  in  executing  what  they  had  aSually 
undertaken. 

To  the  men  on  military  duty  as  above 
ftated,  might  be  added  800,  afterwards  voted 
as  a  reinforcement  to  the  Crown-Point  expe- 
dition, and  various  volunteer  companies,  who 
marched  on  fcalping  parties  in  purfuit  of  the 
Indians,  whofe  fer vices  were  occafional,  and 
their  numbers  not  eafy  to  be  computed. 

The  whole  of  Britifh  America  aflbciated 
with  the  mother  country,  was  now  engaged 
in  a  war  againft  the  French,  under  the  name 
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of  removing  their  encroachments.  As  the 
events  of  the  campaign  did  not  equal  the 
hopes  of  the  Enghfh,  nor  indeed  correfpond 
with  the  apparent  ability  of  the  armies  in 
motion,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve  here 
fome  of  the  caufes  w^hich  exifted  to  retard, 
derange  and  enfeeble  the  force  which  had 
been  entrufted  to  the  military  commanders. 
In  doing  this,  we  fhall  feled:  inftances  to  elu- 
cidate the  mode  of  carrying  on  war  by  a  con- 
federacy united  on  general  principles,  but 
checked  and  embarraffed  by  a  variety  of  in- 
ternal difcordancies. 

The  articles  of  union  not  having  been 
adopted,  there  was  no  compulfory  nor  effec- 
tual power  to  ad:  as  a  fupreme  or  common 
head  of  the  Colonies,  nor  to  draw  forth  their 
refources.  The  requifitions  upon  them  could 
therefore  be  made  only  as  propofals  or  rec- 
ommendations, the  compliance  with  which 
was  optional,  and  if  determined  upon  at  all, 
flow  and  unequal.  Thus  we  have  juft  feen 
the  Colony  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  for  good 
reafons,  perhaps,  refufe  to  furnifh  fubfiftence 
for  the  foreign  troops  ;  and  a  fingular  in- 
ftance  occurred  of  an  expedient  to  fupply  the 
want  of  monev  in  forwarding  the  operations 

of 


SHIRLEY.  235 

of  the  army.     Pennfylvania,  too  much  inter- 
efted  to  ftand  rreuter  in  the  war,  and  of  too 
pacific  principles  to  furnifh  troops,  voted  to 
raife  ^.  1 0,000,  to  be  expended  in  provifions 
for  the  ufe  of  fuch  forces  as  might  be  raifed 
by  the  other  Colonies.     Thefe  were   appor- 
tioned accordingly.     There  being   no   com- 
mon treafury  to  furnifh  money  for  the  train, 
nor  to  pay  for  the  tranfportation  of  the  artil- 
lery. Gen.  Shirley  and  Lieutenant-Governor 
Delancey  undertook  to  borrow  the  neceffAy 
fums  for  that  purpofe,  on  the  credit  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  and  New-York  ;.  and   in  order  to 
fecure  the  reimburfement  of  this  money,  the 
former  was  reduced  to.  tke  neceffity  of  diredb- 
ing  theCommiflary  to  retain  in  his  hands  a  fu£- 
ficient  quantity  of  thofe  provifions,  until  the 
deficient  Colonies  fhould  redeem  t^em  :  thus 
making  a  loan  without  authority  from  the 
borrowers,  pledging  the  property  of  the  debt- 
ors for  the  re-payment  without  their  confent, 
and  (if  the  meafure  were  not  ratified,  and  the 
public  faith  otherwife    maintained  than  by 
felling  the  provifions)   ftarving  the  army  to 
get  it  in  motion.    The  expedient  no  doubt  was 
neceffary,  in  fuch  an  immature  confederacy, 
and  its  operation  on  New-Hampfhire  ferves 
to  fhow  ftill  further,  the  confufion  and  un- 
certainty 
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certainty  of  the  fyftem  on  which  the  war  was 
concluded.  That  Province  objefted  to  this 
meafure,  as  unjuft  on  general  principles, 
pleading  the  excefs  of  its  fervices  in  raifing 
and  fupplying  men  beyond  the  eftablifhed 
rule,  which  was  founded  on  the  proportions 
of  rateable  polls  in  the  feveral  Colonies.  Thefe 
at  this  time  feem  not  to  have  been  accurately 
numbered  in  New-Hampihire,  as  Shirley,  who 
became  himfelf  an  advocate  for  the  Province 
in  this  inftance,  fays  they  did  not  then  exceed 
five  thoufand,  perhaps  not  more  than  four  ; 
fo  that  thefe  important  objeds  feem  to  have 
been  left  to  the  confcience  of  parties  inter- 
efted,  and  to  the  operation  of  indefinite  prin- 
ciples. 

Although  the  Inhabitants  were  the  bell 
adapted  to  the  irregular  mode  of  fighting  in 
this  country,  yet  when  converted  into  foldiers, 
great  inconveniencies  grew  out  of  their  fitua- 
tion  and  charader.  Their  rights  precluded 
all  compulfion  by  the  crown  to  ad  beyond 
certain  diflances  of  place,  the  periods  of  their 
fervice  could  be  but  ihort,  and  they  were  fub- 
jed  to  the  interference  of  their  refpedive  gov- 
ernments as  to  the  time  of  marching,  the  ob- 
jeds  of  their  deftination,  and  their  fupplies. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  obfervations,  however,  apply  to  them 
only  as  militia  ;  and  in  this  fervice  an  Amer- 
ican General,  with  his  army,  feemed  to  feel 
the  cheeks  of  feudal  reftridions,  not  indeed 
grounded  on  the  vaffalage,  but  the  freedom  of 
individuals.  The  control  of  the  particular 
governments  over  their  refpedive  troops  had 
an  injurious  efFed,  and  was  the  caufe  of  feri- 
ous  altercation  between  the  Colonies  of  Mat- 
fachufetts  and  New-Hampfhire,  in  the  Crown- 
Point  expedition.  The  forces  of  the  latter, 
confifting  of  a  regiment  of  five  hundred  men 
under  the  command  of  CoL  Jofeph  Blanch- 
ard,  inftead  of  immediately  joining  the  army, 
were  employed,  by  order  of  their  Governor, 
in  building  a  fort  at  Cohos,  and  other  futile 
projeds,  foreign  to  the  general  fervice  for 
which  they  were  raifed.  A  rumour  foon 
arofe,  that  they  had  returned,  upon  which 
a  fevere  letter  was  written  by  the  Council  of 
Maffachufetts  Bay,  who  availed  themfelves  of 
an  occafional  abfence  of  the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor from  Bofton,  to  come  forward  as  the 
Executive,  in  which  they  remonftrated  with 
vehemence,  and  in  very  plain  terms,  againft 
the  fcheme  of  New-Hampfhire  government 
in  preventing  their  forces,  which  conftituted 
about  one  eighth  of  the  army  deftined  againft 

Crown-Point, 
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Crown-Point,  from  joining  the  reft,  until  bat- 
teries and  intrenchments  (hould  be  raifed,  and 
fo  the  greateft  danger  be  over  ;  that  her  fepa- 
rate  fchemes  and  meafures  from  all  the  other 
governments  which  had  been  acting  in  con- 
cert, had  always  been  matter  of  uneafmefs  to 
them  ;  and  that  had  New-Hampfhire  refufed 
to  join,  they  would  either  have  raifed  a  greater 
force,  or  laid  afide  the   defign  as  too  heavy 
for  them,  &c.     Although  this  letter  might 
have  been  didated  fuddenly  (and  under  the 
apprehenfions  of  a  difaftrous  event,  and  the 
future  conduft  of  the  New-Hampfhire  troops 
ihewed  that  the  danger  of  railing  intrench- 
ments and  batteries  could  not  be  a  motive  of 
delay  with  them)  yet  there  were  grounds  for 
ferious  remonftrance,  Governor  Wentworth 
himfelf  acknowledging,  in  a  letter  to  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor Phips,  that  the  troops  ought  to 
have  marched  fooner,  and  that  the  prefent 
time  would  not  admit  of  an  inquiry  why 
they  did  not,  and  the  whole  bufmefs  fhows 
the  want  of  a  general  fuperintending  power 
over  the  Colonies. 

chaunccy's  The  diftiudlion  among  the  troops,  fo  de- 
the  ohb  grading  to  the  provincial  militia,  obvioufly 
defeat.        tcndcd  to  check  that  combination  which  is 
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the  firft  caufe  of  ftrength  among  bodies  of 
men.     By  an  ad  of  Parliament,  the  general 
or  field  officers  of  thofe  troops  had  no  rank 
with  the  general  and  field  officers  who  ferved 
by  commiflion  from  the  King  ;  and  a  captain 
or  other  inferior  officer  of  the  Britifh  forces, 
in  all  duties  took  poil  of  the  provincial  officers 
of  the  like  rank,  though  their  commiffions 
were  of  elder  date  :  and  what  muft  have  op- 
erated moft  unfavourably  in  this  refped:  wae, 
that  the  appointments  to   offices  among  the 
regular  troops  were  extended  to  Americans 
fo  grudgingly,  as  to  make  it  evident  that  they 
were  no  further  rewarded  by  commiffions 
than  the  enlifting  of  men  made  it  abfolutely 
neceffary.    This  impolicy  muft  have  alienated 
the  feelings   of  many  deferving   characters, 
and  lofl  their  influence  to  the  crown.     The  BoUan'. 
proceedings  at  the  paffing  of  the  mutiny  ad  M^rch  5. 
the  laft  year,  are  explanatory  of  this  fubjed,  ^7^^* 
as  well  as  the  general  views  of  the  miniflry. 
This  law  contained  a  claufe,  that  all  officers 
and  foldiers  of  any  troops,  being  muflered 
and  in  pay,  raifed  in  any  of  the  Britifh  Prov- 
inces in  America  by  authority  of  the  refpedive 
governments  thereof,  fhould  at  all  times  and 
in  all  places,  when  they  fhould  happen  to 
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join  his  Majefty's  Britifh  forces,  be  liable  to 
martial  law  and  difcipline  as  thefe  forces  were, 
and  be  fubjedt  to  the  fame  trial,  penalties 
and  punifhments.  Mr.  Bollan,  by  a  petition 
to  Parliament,  ftated  that  his  Majefty's  Ameri- 
can fubjed:s  were  generally  freeholders,  and 
perfons  of  fome  property  or  bufinefs,  and  en- 
lifted  not  for  a  livelihood,  but  with  intent  to 
return  to  their  farms  or  trades,  as  foon  as  the 
particular  fervices  for  which  they  might  enlift 
fhould  terminate  ;  that  the  officers  were  per- 
fons in  fimilar  though  better  circumftances, 
and  that  all  of  them  being  chiefly  influenced 
to  take  up  arms  by  a  regard  to  the  honour  of 
the  King,  the  defence  of  their  country,  and 
the  prefervation  of  their  religion  and  liberties, 
had  but  little  preparatory  exercife  for  war, 
and  were  therefore  unfuitable  fubjefts  for  the 
operation  of  a  numerous  body  of  ftiift  rules, 
adapted  to  the  government  of  his  Majefty's 
ftanding  forces  ;  that  by  the  charter  the  Gov- 
ernor could  not  oblige  them  to  march  out  of 
the  limits  of  the  Province  without  their  own 
confent,  or  that  of  their  General  Aflfembly, 
nor  grant  commiflSons  to  exercife  the  law 
martial  upon  any  of  them,  without  the  con- 
fent of  the  Council  ;  and   laftly,  that'  the 
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claufe  objedted  to  would  render  their  time  of 
fervice  indefinite,  notwithftanding  their  en- 
liftment  fhould  be  for  a  limited  term. 

However,  the  claufe  pafTed,  and  the  mofl; 
material  confequence  of  the  oppofition  was  a 
difcovery  of  the  general  intention  of  the  men 
in  power  as  to  the  meafures  propoied  for  the 
government  of  the  country.  The  agent  wa^ 
informed  that  the  memorial,  when  received, 
would  not  be  entered  at  large  on  the  minutes 
of  the  Houfe,  as  this  would  be  fpeaking  out 
to  the  people  of  America,  and  he  had  good 
evidence  to  believe  that  the  plan  was  to  govera 
this  country  like  Ireland,  by  keeping  up  a 
body  of  Handing  forces  with  a  military  cheft, 
and  abridging  the  legiflative  powers,  by  fome 
meafure  fimilar  to  the  famous  Poyning's  law. 
So  odious  did  the  mutiny  ad:  become  to  the 
people  of  Maflachufetts,  that  the  Governor, 
in  the  year  1757,  found  it  expedient  to  give 
public  afTurances,  that  the  militia  then  called 
ID  march  to  the  weftern  frontiers  fhould  not 
be  confidered  asfubje£t  to  its  operation,  but 
as  a  diftinft  body  acting  in  aid  of  the  regular 
troops. 

Without  particularizing  further  caufes  of 
cmbarraflment   and  counteraftion,  we  may 
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obferve  in  general,  that  they  muft  naturally 
and  infenfibly  have  refulted  from  a  combina- 
tion of  interfering  interefts  and  diffimilar 
organizations  of  government,  in  which  con- 
tention had  the  chance  of  eleven  feparate 
forms  of  legiflatures  to  excite  the  branches  of 
adminiftration  againft  each  other  ;  from  a 
divided  executive,  under  which  exertion  was 
too  feldom  called  out  with  alacrity,  except  in 
the  point  at  which  danger  was  adtually  pref- 
ent,  and  miftaken  economy  too  often  delayed 
oppofing  at  a  diftance  w^hat  doubled  the  ex- 
penfe  of  contending  againft  it  at  home  ;  from 
the  temptations  of  felfifh  motives  arifing  out 
of  the  lands  and  trade  of  the  Indians  ;  from 
local  confiderations  of  being  more  or  lefs  fhel- 
tered  againft  the  enemy  by  neighbouring  Col- 
onies ;  from  fmgularities  in  religion,  and 
from  differences  growing  out  of  the  mixture 
of  more  numerous  and  variant  habits,  than 
concentered  in  any  other  people  of  the  fame 
age  and  increafe  :  To  all  which  unpropitious 
caufes,  arifing  from  the  diftind:  nature  of  the 
feveral  governments  and  the  relative  inde- 
pendence of  the  parties  allied  in  the  war,  we 
may  add  a  baneful  one  refulting  from  the 
jealoufy  and  interefted  views  of  individual 
leaders.  They  form.ed  a  party  under  the  pat- 
ronage 
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ronage  or  influence  of  the  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor of  New- York,  which  frowned  upon  Shir- 
ley's efforts.  They  fraternized  his  fecond 
in  command,  Gen.  Johnfon,  who  ftudioufly 
preferred  his  own  expedition  to  that  againft 
Niagara,  from  which  he  drew  off  the  Indians  ; 
they  retarded  his  projects  by  their  manage- 
ment, and  at  length  he  found  his  government 
wrefted  from  his  ha,nds  for  one  of  their  fa- 
vourites. 

One  of  the  firft  meafures  which  Gen. 
Braddock  directed  upon  his  arrival  in  the 
country,  was  a  convention  of  the  feveral  Gov- 
ernors ta  fettle  the  plan  of  military  operations. 
This  was  held  at  Virginia,  on  the  14th.  of 
April.  Gen.  Shirley  attended,  and  returned 
on  the  13th.  of  May,  to  take  command  of 
the  forces  deftined  for  Ofwego,  thence  to  pro- 
ceed againft  Niagara.  His  own  regiment  and 
Sir  William  Pepperell's  were  to  eonftitute 
this  divifion.  He  nominated  to  the  command 
of  the  troops  marching  againft  Crown-Point 
Major-General  William  Johnfon,  then  one 
of  the  Council  of  New-York,  who  received 
his  commiffion  from  the  Governors  of  the 
Provinces,  that  fupplied  the  men  for  this  fer- 
vice.     At  his   departure,  Governor  Shirley 
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received  an  honourable  addrefs  from,  the 
Council  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  ex-* 
preiTing  their  concern  at  his  leaving  the  Prov- 
ince at  fo  critical  a  conjunfiure,  when  there 
was  news  of  a  French  fleet  in  this  part  of 
America  ;  and  frequent  advices  arrived  of  the 
invafion  of  the  frontiers  by  the  favages  :  ac- 
knowledging the  experience  they  had  had  of 
his  prudent  conduft  in  the  laft  war  ;  and  re- 
gretting the  fuppofed  neceffity  of  his  appear* 
aace  at  the  head  of  the  army» 

Having  been  retarded  from  various  caufes 
cxifting  in  fo  complicated  a  bufinefs,  he  left 
the  Province  on  the  28th.  of  June,  and  after 
being  detained  at  New-York  and  Albany  in 
forwarding  his  men  and  their  fupplies,  arrived 
at  Ofwego  on  the  21  ft.  pf  Auguft  following, 

Whilft  the  great  expeditions  were  advanc- 
ing, many  perfons  were  captured,  and  fome 
murdered  by  the  Lidians  on  the  frontiers. 
This,  together  with  a  conviction  that  a  rup- 
ture with  moft  of  their  tribes  was  an  unavoid- 
able confequence  of  hoftilities  with  France, 
induced  the  General  Court  to  requeft  the 
Governor  to  declare  war  againft  the  Arrafa- 
guntacook  Indians,  and  all  the  other  tribes 
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eaft  of  Pifcataqua  River,  excepting  the  Pe- 
nobfcots ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and 
the  ufual  premiums  for  conducting  this  pecu* 
liarly  diftrefling  kind  of  warfare  were  prom- 
ifed  to  the  people.     Companies  of  voluU'^ 
teers,  confifting  of  not  lefs  than  thirty  men, 
who  were  out  thirty  days  or  more,  unlefs 
compelled  to  return  by  fome  fpecial  caufe, 
were  entitled  to  receive  ;^.200  for  every  In* 
dian  fcalp,  and  ;^. 250  for  a  captive.     To  in-» 
dividuals  who  performed  the  fame  fervice, 
^.  1 00  were  promifed  for  a  fcalp,  and  ;^.  1 1  o 
for  a  captive.     The  Penobfcots  were  invited 
to  join  in  arms  againft  the  others,  in  which 
cafe  fupport  was  offered   to  their  invalids, 
their  women  and  children.     Nine  of  their  ^^^^^  ^^^^ 
leaders   beine   called    into    the   fort    at    St.  tuna's  Let- 
George's  to  hear  the  Governor's  letter  upon 
this  fubjed,  the  inhabitants  and  garrifon  rofq 
in  arms,   and   would  not  confent  to  their 
going  out  until  they  had  given  fatisfaftion  ^^^^^^  ^^ 
with  refped  to  it.     On  this,  they  appeared  f^^'^g^jl^^J'; 
to  comply  with  the  propofal,  and  wrote  to  *7. 
know  when  they  muft  go  againft  the  Indians 
of  Canada,  who,  they  faid,  had  ftruck  them 
as  well  as  the  Englifh ;  and  fent  three  of 
their  brethren  to  Bofton,  in  order  to  evidence 

their 
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their  fincerity.     But  whilft  they  manifefted 
fuch  a  fpirit  of  obedience,  a  very  melancholy 
accident  befel  this  unfortunate  little  tribe.     A 
party  under  Capt.  James  Cargill  fell  in  with 
a  number  of  their  people  as  he  was  fcouting  ; 
and,  without  taking  much  trouble  to  afcertain 
whether  they  were   friends  or   enemies,   or 
more  probably,   according   to  the  opinion  of 
Lieutenant-Governor   Phips,  knowing  them 
to  be   Penobfcots,   attacked   their   company, 
killed  twelve,   and   obliged  the  remainder  to 
fave  themfelves   by  flight.       This   ihameful 
invafion  of  a  folitary  Indian  ally,  when  their 
aid  was  demanded  againfl   their  neighbours, 
greatly  embarrafTed  the  government.     Cargill 
was  apprehended  for  trial ;  a  letter  of  condo- 
lence was  fent  to  the  fuffering  party ;  their 
friends  were  reflored  to  them  from  Boflon  ; 
and  the  tribe  was  invited  to  come   under  a 
fafe   conduct,   and  profecute  the   offenders, 
againfl  whom  the  unreflrained  operation  of 
juftice  was  faithfully  promifed.       Still,  how- 
ever, thefe   Indians   were   conjured  to  join 
their  young  men  in  the  war,  and  advifed,  for 
preventing  miflakes,  to  keep  themfelves  eafl 
of  St.  George's.      Nor  did   their  misfortune 
operate  much  in  the  courfe  of  the   year  to 
gain  the  pity  or  affedions  of  the   EngUfh, 
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whilfl:  other  tribes  were  attacking  the  inhab- 
itants under  circamllances  winch  rendered  it 
impoflible  to  exculpate  them  from  a  fhare  in 
the  guilt,  and  very  difficult  to  difcriminate 
them  in  the  operation  of  inflicting  the  pun- 
ifhment  for  it.  A  committee  of  both  Houfes 
on  their  letter  reported,  that  the  commander  sept.  30th. 
in  chief  fhould  be  defired  to  proclaim  war 
againft  them.  The  Council  rejedied  the  re- 
port, and  the  Houfe  unanimoufly  accepted  it, 
and  foon  afterwards  fent  a  mejTage  to  him,  that 
having  taken  into  their  ferious  confideration 
the  danger  and  mifchief  which  the  people  in 
the  Province,  efpecially  in  the  eaftern  parts, 
were  continually  expofed  to  from  the  fitua- 
tion  of  that  tribe  of  Indians,  who  had  appear- 
ed in  open  hoftility  againft  them,  or  encour- 
aged and  abetted  their  other  enemies  in  an- 
noying them ;  they  earneftly  requefted  him 
immediately  to  iflue  a  proclamation  to  declare 
war  againft  the  tribe.  The  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, however,  replied,  that  it  being  one  of 
his  Majefty's  inftrudtions  to  him,  not  to  de- 
clare war  againft  the  Indians,  without  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Council,  he  immediately  laid  be- 
fore them  the  meflage  of  the  Houfe  upon  that 
fubjed  ;  and  their  judgment  not  being  in  fa- 
vour of  the  motion  made  to  him,  it  was  not 

in 
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In  his  power  to  comply  with  it  :  Notwith- 
ftanding  which,  a  few  days  afterwards  the 
Houfe  repeated  their  requeft  ;  and  even  voted 
the  ufual  premiums  for  fcalps  and  prifoners, 
if  war  fhould  be  declared. 
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CHAP.     XII. 

Braddoclis  defeat — Diejkaus  unfiiccefsful  aU 
tack  upon  the  Provincials  under  General 
Johnfon — General  Court  addrefs  the  King 
and  fend  Commiffioners  to  Albany — The  ar^ 
my  fent  againjl  Crown^Poifit  difcharged — 
The  attack  upon  Niagara  frufirated — Ob^ 
fervation  on  the  military  operations  of  the 
year — Earthquake. 

npHE  refult  of  the  great  military  attempt 
under  Gen,  Braddock^  with  upwards  of 
two  thoufand  men,  againft  Fort  Du  Quefne, 
which  was  garrlfoned  with  only  two  hundred, 
is  ftill  generally  and  deeply  imprefled  upoa 
the  public  memory.  He  marched  from  Vir- 
ginia acrofs  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and 
after  crofling  the  Monongahela  River,  and 
advancing  to  within  about  feven  miles  of  his 

object. 


S  H  1  R  L  E  Y. 

objedl,  he  was  ambufhed  on  the  9th.  of  July 
by  about  four  hundred  French  and  favages, 
owing  to  his  not  having  fufficiently  attended 
to  the  ufe  of  his  own  rangers  and  Indians. 
About  fix  hundred   of  his  officers  and  men 
were  either  killed  or  difabled,  and  he  himfelf 
was  mortally  wounded.     The  remains  of  his 
army  retreated  back  to  Fort  Cumberland  un- 
der the  command  of  Col.  Dunbar,  leaving  a 
di'eadful  fpedacle  of  carnage   on   the   field, 
which  is  ftill  known  by  the  name  of  their  de- 
voted  leader.      This   defeat  ftruck  a    panic 
throughout   the  Britifh  Colonies  ;  the  efFed: 
wrought  by  the  fuccefs  in  Nova- Scotia  was 
wholly  effaced  ;  and   although   the  difgracc 
fell  upon  Britifh  troops,  yet  this  lefTened  not 
the  difafler  in  the  minds  of  a  candid  and  fuf- 
fering    people.     Some    hopes    indeed    were 
drawn  from  it,  that  the  unrefifling  inhabitants 
of  Pennfylvania,   whom    no    confiderations 
could  as  yet  bring  into  an  adive  part  in  the 
war,  would,  when  expofed  by  the  deflrudion 
of  the  force  which  proteded  them  from  the 
maffacres  of  the  Indians,  be  roufed  into  a  ftate 
of  defence  :  and  experience,  it  w^as  foretold, 
would  caufe  the  irregular  mode  of  fighting  to 
be  duly  refpeded,  fmce  it  appeared  that  the 
methodical  fcience  of  the  conquered  General, 
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was  oTno  more  ufe  to  him  in  fuch  a  fitu^tion, 
than  the  knowledge  of  a  game  of  chefs  ;  and 
the  kind  of  difcipline  pradifed  in  his  army 
rendered  it  formidable  only  to  itfelf ;  his 
men  kUling  one  another  iri  a  crowd,  and,  un- 
nerved by  the  yells  of  the  favages,  deftroying 
their  provifions  and  ftores  to  expedite  their 
flight  from  an  unpurfuing  enemy. 

This  defeat,  among  other  things,  had  it^ 
unpropitious  efFefts  upon  the  expedition 
againft  Niagara,  under  Gen.  Shirley,  who 
was  at  this  time  at  Schenedady,  forwarding 
his  forces  to  Ofwego.  Many  of  his  foldiers 
and  batteau-men  deferted  him,  and  the  Indian 
intereft  declined  of  courfe  ;  notwithftanding 
which,  he  purfued  his  objed  fteadily,  endeav- 
ouring, as  he  marched,  to  recover  the  confi- 
dence and  fuccour  of  the  Six  Nations. 

The  expedition  againft  Crown-Point  was 
the  next,  and  indeed  the  moft  interefting  mil- 
itary fubjed  which  engrofled  the  attention 
and  feelings  of  the  people.  Baron  Diefkau 
having  arrived  in  Canada  with  about  1,200 
foldiers,  after  fuffering  a  lofs  of  fevcral  com- 
panies of  men  by  the  capture  of  the  Alcyde 
and  Lys  men  of  war,  direfted  his  arms  againft 
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the  Britifli  Americans  in  this  quarter.  Ma- 
jor-General Lyman  having  marched  forward 
to  the  carrying-place  about  fixty  miles  from 
Albany,  began  to  build  Fort  Edward  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  Hudfon's  River,  Gen.  Joltn-^ 
fon  advanced  about  fourteen  miles  further  to 
the  northward,  at  the  fouth  end  of  Lake  Sa* 
crament  or  Lake  George,  Ticonderoga, 
which  was  fituated  on  the  iflhmus  between 
the  north  end  of  Lake  George  and  the  fouth-^ 
ern  part  of  Lake  Champlain,  fifteen  miles 
fhort  of  Crown-Point,  was  at  this  time  unfor- 
tified :  and  it  'Vl'-as  in  contemplation  of  the 
Engliih  to  take  and  keep  poffeflion  of  it,  as 
the  key  to  their  principal  objedt,  w^hen  Diel-^ 
kau  put  them  on  their  defence. 

Upon  Gen,  Johnfon's  informing  the  Col- 
onies that  were  concerned  in  carrying  on 
his  expedition,  of  the  deficiency  in  the  num- 
bers of  his  own  men,  and  the  unexpe(5led 
increafe  of  thofe  advancing  againft  him,  th« 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Maflachufetts  Bay 
immediately  called  an  extraordinary  conven- 
tion of  the  General  AfTembly,  to  confider  of 
the  neceflary  meafures  to  be  adopted  in  fur^ 
ther  aid  of  this  important  and  favourite  enter-, 
prize.     Upon  examination  it  was  found,  that 
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of  the  eight  hundred  men  voted  In  addition 
to  the  original  fifteen  hundred,  ten  companies 
were  filled,  one  half  of  which  were  on  their 
march,  and  the  remainder  in  a  fituation  to 
proceed  in  a  few  days.  The  General  Court 
then  voted  to  raife  two  thoufand  more,  by 
enliftment,  if  practicable,  otherwife  by  an  im- 
prefs  ;  and  offered  the  requifite  encourage- 
ment of  pay  and  bounty  ;  at  the  fame  time 
fending  information  of  this  meafure  to  the 
other  Colonies,  with  a  requeft  that  they  would 
make  proportionable  exertions.  They  alfo 
paffed  a  law  to  raife  a  tax  of  ^,  1 8,000.  How- 
ever, fo  exhaufted  were  their  refources,  that 
a  committee  appointed  at  the  next  feffion  to 
inquire  what  monies  could  be  borrowed  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Province,  reported  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  they  could  obtain  ;{*.  1,450 
fterling. 

Before  the  exertions  of  the  Colonies  could 
Operate  to  enable  Gen.  Johnfon  to  attack 
Crown-Point,  he  was  himfelf  attacked  in  his 
own  quarters.  Diefkau's  plan  was  at  firfl 
againft  Ofwego,  but  the  advance  of  Johnfon's 
army  againft  Fort  Frederick  induced  him  to 
alter  his  operations,  in  which,  doubtlefs,  he 
promifed  himfelf  more  certainty  of  fuccefs 
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from  the  circumftance  of  the  camp  being  def- 
titute  of  cannon, according  to  his  information  ; 
but  the  artillery  arrived  from  Fort  Edward 
two  days  before  his  attack,  of  which  he  was 
ignorant.  Had  not  this  happened,  he  might 
have  been  juftified  by  the  event,  as  the  only 
defence  of  the  Englifh  was  a  breaft-work  of 
trees,  formed  at  the  moment,  without  any  en- 
trenchment. Upon  receiving  information  of 
the  enemy's  approach,  Gen.  Johnfon  had  de- 
tached Col.  Williams  with  1,000  men,  who 
met  the  French  about  four  miles  diftant ;  but 
being  inferior  in  number  by  about  800,  they 
were  forced  to  retreat  wnth  the  lofs  of  their 
commander,  who  was  killed*  Another  de- 
tachment was  fent  out  to  their  aid,  and  both  ^ 
were  enabled  to  return  into  camp,  under  a 
clofe  purfuit  by  the  French.  At  this  moment, 
fo  critical  in  the  conteft,  the  Baron  halted  a 
little  at  the  diftance  of  150  yards.  The  Pro- 
vincials recovered  their  fpirits,  and  received 
him  with  firmnefs  and  effed:.  His  militia 
and  favages  fhrunk  away,  and  he  was  neceffi- 
tated  to  order  his  regulars  to  retreat.  An  im- 
pulfive  purfuit  took  place.  Diefkau,wounded 
and  alone,  was  made  a  prifoner,  and  his  men 
were  difperfed.  Having  reached  the  place 
where  their  baggage  was  depofited,  they  en- 
tered 
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tered  into  confultation  about  another  attack. 
Unfortunately  for  them,  Capt.  M'-Ginnes, 
of  the  New-Hanapfhire  forces,  having  been 
difpatched  from  Fort  Edward  with  about  200 
men,  bravely  fell  upon  them  in  the  evening, 
and  finifhed  their  overthrow.  This  honour, 
however,  he  purchafed  with  his  life. 

Such  a  fuccefsful  defence  made  by  the 
forces  of  the  Britifh  Colonifts  againft  a  re- 
fpedtable  army,  with  which  the  regular  troops 
of  France  were  incorporated,  was  an  honour-^ 
ableinftance  of  firmnefs, deliberation  and  fpirit. 
The  policy  of  the  times,  impatience  for  fuc^ 
cefs  after  BraddocVs  difafter,  and  a  fuddea 
elevation  of  feelings  upon  receiving  it,  mag- 
nified this  achievement  into  a  fplendid  vido- 
ry  ;  and  Gen.  Johnfon,  who  was  wounded 
in  the  engagement,  received  ;^. 5,000  fterling 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  title  of 
Baronet  from  the  King,  and  a  very  ample 
Ihare  of  glory  from  the  public.  However,  his 
fuccefs  did  not  enable  him  to  gain  or  even 
attempt  Crown-Point,  nor  indeed  to  make 
any  improvement  of  his  vidory,  except 
ftrengthening  his  poft  by  a  ftockaded  fort.. 
Much  altercation  took  place  upon  this  fubjedt, 
and  there  were  not  wanting  thofe  who  charg- 
ed 
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cd  him  with  fupinenefs,  arifing  from  a  felfifli 
determination  not  to  hazard  the  laurels  he  had 
\von.  By  his  letter  to  the  General  Court,  it 
appears  that  he  confidered  the  attack  of  the 
enemy  to  have  implanted  a  dread  in  his  troops, 
tvho  from  bad  clothing,  and  many  other 
caufes,  were  by  no  means  inclined  to  proceed 
further.  He  was  urged  by  the  commander 
in  chief  to  prefs  forward  at  leaft  to  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  fome  of  his  officers  were  for  ad- 
vancing. Of  this  he  complains,  attributing 
it  to  their  having  unadvifedly  preffed  for  nu- 
merous reinforcements,  unknown  to  him  ; 
and  when  they  had  promifed  too  much,  were 
unwilling  to  own  in  council  what  they  knew, 
and  even  fpoke  of  in  private  converfation. 
Gn  the  9th.  of  October,  a  council  of  war  ex- 
preffed  a  unanimous  opinion,  that  under  the 
circumftances  which  the  army  was  then  in, 
an  attempt  upon  Ticonderoga,  or  any  inter- 
mediate paffes  or  pofts,  was  not  advifeable,  on 
account  of  the  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of 
men,  and  a  requifite  quantity  of  provifions. 
On  the  19th.  notwithftanding  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  reinforcements  had  arrived,  the  council 
poftponed  the  confideration  of  the  fame  fub- 
jed,  until  further  information  could  be  ob- 
tained* 

As 
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As  the  General  Court  of  Maffachufetts  Bay 
had  been  forcmofi:  in  promoting  the  Crown- 
Point  expedition,  and  become  proportionably 
exhaufted  of  money,  fo  they  loft  no  time  in 
making  fuch  ufe  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  troops 
in  beating  off  the  French,  as  their  neceffities 
dictated.  After  exprefTrng  their  fatisfadlion 
at  the  conduct  of  the  army  through  the  com- 
mander, they  drew  up  an  addrefs  to  his  Maj- 
efty,  in  which  they  ftated  their  fervices,  and 
prayed  to  be  relieved  under  the  burthen  in- 
curred by  means  of  them.  They  pleaded 
the  precedent  of  the  Cape  Breton  expedition  ; 
and  prayed  that  his  Majefty  would  give  or- 
ders for  the  fupport  of  fuch  forts  and  garrifons 
as  they  hoped  to  eftablifh,  and  aid  them  in 
the  further  execution  of  their  defigns.  Their 
agent,  in  his  petition  to  the  throne  upon  this 
fubjedt,  ftated  that  it  was  owing  to  their  great 
exertions,  that  the  Province  did  not  contain 
fo  many  inhabitants  now  as  it  did  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war  with  France  ;  the 
town  of  Bofton  in  particular,  not  having  fo 
large  a  number  by  a  fourth  part,  whilft  every 
other  Colony  on  the  continent  had  greatly 
increafed  within  the  fame  time. 


oa.  t. 


When  the  commander  in  chief  urged  upon 
them  to  join  in  the  plan  of  the  Affembly  of 

New-Jerfey, 


SHIRLEY.  257 

New-Jerfcy,  who  propofed  a  meeting  of  com- 
miffioners  from  all  his  Majefty's  Colonies  at 
New- York,  to  confult  what  might  further  be 
done  for  the  fecurity  of  his  Majefty's  territo-- 
ries  againft  the  invafion  of  the  French,  the 
fame  impoverifhment  conftrained  the  General 
Court  to  reply,  that  the  defign  of  fecuring 
thofe  territories  was  what  his  Majefty  alone 
was  equal  to  projed:  and  execute,  and  the  na- 
tion to  fupport ;  and  that  unlefs  they  could 
obtain  the  relief  which  they  were  foliciting  of 
the  royal  bounty,  they  fhould  be  fo  far  from 
being  able  to  aid  in  removing  encroachments, 
as  to  be  unable  to  defend  themfelves.  How- 
ever, in  their  anxiety  to  execute  what  they 
had  begun,  they  Voted  a  few  weeks  after- 
wards, upon  receiving  letters  from  the  com- 
mander in  chief  and  Gen.  Johnfon,  that  it 
was  expedient  that  the  army  fhould  proceed 
immediately  upon  the  Crown-Point  expedi- 
tion ;  they  alfo  appointed  commiffioners  to  re- 
pair to  Albany  to  correfpond  with  the  com- 
mittee of  war  at  Bofton,  the  better  to  for- 
ward fupplies  to  the  army  ;  and  appeared 
zealoufly  engaged  to  fupport  a  winter's  cam- 
paign. But  when  thefe  commiffioners  met 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Council  of 
New-York    with    the    commiffioners    from 
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Connefticut,  it  was  imanimoufly  agreed  at 
their  meeting,  that  the  army  under  G^n. 
Johnfon  fhould  be  difcharged,  excepting  fix 
hundred  men,  who  fhould  be  previoufly  en- 
gaged to  garrifon  Fort  Edward  on  the  great 
carrying-place,  and  Fort  William-Henry  at 
Lake  George.  Theie  garrifons  were  to  be 
paid  and  fubfifted  in  the  following  propor- 
tions :  Maflachufetts  Bay  185,  Connedicut 
154,  New-York  123,  New-Hampfhire  77, 
and  Rhode-Ifland  61. 

In  this  manner  ended  the  firft  Crown-Point 
expedition  in  the  prefent  war,  the  Englifh 
building  two  forts,  and  the  French,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  defeat,  fortifying  the  difputed 
pofl:  of  Ticonderoga,  deftined  to  be  fo  remark- 
able in  future  years  for  the  flaughter  of  the 
human  fpecies. 

The  remaining  fubjedl  of  general  expefta- 
tion  was  the  military  operations  for  attacking 
the  French  at  Niagara  and  Frontenac,  by  the 
forces  under  Gen.  Shirley,  the  commander 
in  chief.  After  afcertaining  the  ftrength  of 
the  enemy  at  both  thefe  places,  he  determin- 
ed, out  of  1,376  regulars  and  120  irregulars 
which  were  with  him,  to  feleft  600  of  the 

former 
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former  and  a  proportion  of  the  latter,  witK 
the  neceifary  artillery,  and  to  embark  upon 
his  original  plan,  judging  it  advifeable  to  leave 
all  the  remainder  of  his  force  at  Ofwego  to 
ftrengthen  and  defend  it,  inftead  of  making  a 
feint  againft  Frontenac,  as  he  had  good  rea- 
fon  to  think  that  the  enemy,  from  their  num- 
bers,  were  able,  whilft  he  marched  againft  Ni- 
agara, to  make  a  defcent  upon  the  poft;  which 
he  fhould  leave.       During  this  embarkation, 
the  rains  fet  in  with   fuch  fury  as  to  diftrefs 
his  camp,    difhearten  and  difperfe  the  few 
Indians  whom  he  retained,  and  demonftrated 
the  feafon  for  fuch  an  expedition,  efpecially 
as  400  of  his  men  muft  have  gone  in  open 
boats,  to  have  pafTed.    It  was  therefore  unan- 
imoufly  advifed  by  a  council  of  war,  that  it 
fhould  be  laid  afide,  in  order  to  be  renewed 
at  an  earlier  feafon,  and  with  additional  force, 
the  enfuing  year.     The  General  left  Ofwego 
garrifoned  by  700  men,  with  orders  to  exe- 
cute the  plan  which  he  had  formed  for  com- 
pleting its  fortifications. 

Thus  ended  the  tranfadions  of  the  year 
1755.  "  A  year,"  fays  a  well-informed  wri- 
ter of  that  time,  "  never  to  be  forgotten  in 
America.    It  opened  with  the  fairell  profpefls 

to 


aGo  SHIRLEY. 

to  thefe  diftant  difperfions  of  the  Britifh  em* 
pire.     Four  armies  were  on  foot,  to  remove 
the  encroachments  of  a  perfidious  neighbour, 
and  our  coafts  honoured  with  a  fleet  for  their 
fecurity,  under  the  command   of  the  brave 
and  vigilant  Bofcawen.     We  had  every  thing 
to  expert — nothing  to  fear.     The  enemy  was 
defpifed  ;  and  we  only  defired  a  proclamation 
of  war,  for  the  final  deftrud:ion  of  the  whole 
country  of  New  France  :  But,  how  unlooked- 
for  was  the   event  !     Gen.  Winflow  indeed 
fucceeded  in  Nova-Scotia  ;  but  Braddock  was 
defeated  ;  Niagara  and  Crown-Point  remained 
unreduced  ;  the  Barbarians  were  let  loofe  from 
the  wildernefs  ;  many  thoufand  farms    are 
abandoned  ;  the  King's  fubjeds  inhumanly 
butchered  or  reduced  to  beggary  ;  one  of  the 
Provinces   (Pennfylvania)    rent   by  inteftine 
broils  ;  in    another,    (New-York)    a    potent 
fadion  laying  the  foundation  for  new  difafters 
in  the  courfe  of  another  year."     To  all  which 
might  have  been  added,  an  impoverifhment 
of  the  public  finances   to  a  defperate   ftate, 
the    Crown-Point     expedition    having    coft, 
on    the   part    of  Mafllichufetts    Bay    alone, 
/'.79,6i8   S/.^id,  befides    unliquidated    ac- 
counts to  a  large  amount,  for  the  charge  of 
the  fick  and  wounded,  the  garrifons   at   the 
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two  forts  of  William-Henry  and  Edward,  and 
a  great  ftock  of  provifions  laid  in  for  their 
fupport. 

Whilft  war  was  raging  in  the  double  form" 
of  European  and  Indian  terrors  through 
North-America,  the  fcene  of  adion  was  ren- 
dered ftili  more  dreadful  by  an  Earthquake, 
more  violent  in  its  motions,  and  of  longer  du- 
ration, than  any  heretofore  experienced  in 
this  quarter  of  the  globe.  It  happened  011  ^  ft  e 
the  morning  of  the  1 8th.  day  of  November,  »"g  poA. 
and  by  a  fmgular  circumftance  the  exad:  time 
was  afcertained  to  have  been  at  1 1  minutes 
^^  feconds  after  4  o'clock.  It  continued  at 
leaft  four  minutes  ;  and,  fhaping  its  courfe 
from  north-weft  to  fouth-eaft,  extended  its 
effeds  1,900  miles.  It  began  with  an  undu- 
latory  motion,  the  velocity  of  which  was 
demonftrated  in  Bofton  by  feveral  remarkable 
efFeds.  Many  chimnies  were  levelled  down 
to  the  roofs  of  the  houfes  ;  the  upper  part 
of  the  walls  of  fome  brick  buildings  were 
thrown  over  ;  a  diftiller's  ciftern  was  burft 
by  the  agitation  of  the  liquor  w^hich  it  con-  JJ^oTLee- 
tained  ;  the  wooden  fpindle  of  the  vane  on  t^^e  o"  , 

••-  Earthquakes 

Faneuil-Hall  was  broken,  and  the  iron  ones 
which   fupported  the  vanes  on  many  high 

fteeples 
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fteeples  were  bent ;  the  ufual   dlfplacing  of 
furniture  and  rocking  of  buildings  took  place 
in  a  violent  degree,  and  there   was,  on  the 
whole,  demonftrative  evidence  that  this  was 
juftly  ranked  foremoft  among  the  five  Great 
Earthquakes  of  this  country,  the  firft  of  which 
happened  in   the  year  1638.     Such  an  ex- 
traordinary convulfion  of  the  earth,  from  the 
circumftances  of  the  people,  and  their  caft  of 
character,  operated  ftrongly  upon  their  minds 
in  a  moral  view  ;  and  religion  offering  a  con- 
folation  more  ftable  than  any  temporal  fup- 
port,  was  reforted  to  with  a  fervour,  which 
diftant  danger  or  the  regular  approach  of  mis- 
fortune never  infpires.     The  places  of  public 
worfhip  were  frequently :  and  univerfally  at- 
tended by  all  ranks  of  people  ;  and   when 
they  became  informed  of  the  more  dreadful 
cataftrophe  which  followed  the  fame  natural 
caufes  in  Europe,  a  renewed  fenfation  refulted 
from  their  efcape  when  apparently  on  the  verge 
of  a  like  general   deftrudion.     The  govern- 
ment of  Maffachufetts  Bay  noticed  this  folemn 
alarm  by  appointing  a  day  of  humiliation  and 
prayer,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  diftinguifh- 
ing  mercy  of  God,  and  in  fubmiffion  to  his 
righteous  judgments. 
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^  CHAP.    XIIL 

Plan  of  operations  for  the  year  1756 — Gover^ 
nor  Shirley  returns  to  Bojion — Obfervation 
m  the  refourccs  of  the  Brittfh  Colo?iies  to 
maintain  a  war — ObjeBions  to  the  mode  of 
oppofing  the  French — General  Court  demand 
ajfijlance  from  the  crown — T^hey  agree  to 
rafe  another  army  againjl  Crown-Foint — 
General  Shirley  recalled — AB  of  Farliament 
empowering  foreign  Protejlants  to  ferve  as 
officers  in  America. 


npHE  great  pofts  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
-^  Britifh  Colonies  being  garrifoned,  Gen. 
Shirley  returned  to  Albany,  where  he  received 
a  commiffion  from  the  lords  juftices  of  the 
kingdom  as  commander  in  chief  of  his  Maj- 
efty's  forces  in  North-America,  and  from 
thence  he  proceeded  to  New- York,  where  he 
called  a  grand  council  of  war  on  the  12th. 
of  December.  To  this  the  Governors  of  all 
the  Colonies  were  invited ;  but  thofe  only  of 
New- York,  Maryland,  Pennfylvania  and  Con- 
necticut affifted.  At  their  meeting,  the  want 
of  fuccefs  in  the  late  campaign  feemed  to  oper- 
ate in  favour  of  more  vigorous  and  extenfive 
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operations,  rather  thaa  a  difcouragement  la 
the  plannuig  of  the  next.  They  agreed  that 
10,000  men  fhould  be  raifed  for  another  ex* 
pedition  againft  Crown-Point,  6,000  for 
that  on  Lake  Ontario,  3,000  for  an  attack  on 
Fort  Du  Quefne,  and  if  it  fhould  not  inter- 
fere with  the  other  meafures,  that  2,000  men 
fhould  advance  up  the  river  Kennebeck,  de- 
ftroy  the  fettlement  adjoining  the  Chaudiere, 
and,  defcending  to  the  mouth  of  that  river 
within  three  miles  of  Quebec,  keep  all  that 
part  of  Canada  in  an  alarm. 

Having  waited  until  the  jniddle  of  January 
to  profecute  a  winter's  expedition  againft  Ti- 
conderoga,  which  was  feebly  garrifoned,  and 
being  prevented  executing  it  by  the  want  of 
froft  and  fnow  to  aid  in  the  tranfportation  of 
ftores.  Gen.  Shirley  fet  out  for  his  own  gov- 
ernment, ever  the  foremoft  and  moft  influen- 
tial in  the  defence  of  the  country,  in  order  to 
give  motion  to  the  great  and  difficult  plan  he 
had  conceived. 

Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  was  received 
with  many  marks  of  public  congratulation. 
There  was  an  evident  rivalfhip  between  the 
Colonies  of  MafTachufetts  Bay  and  New- York. 
The  leading  men  in  the  latter  were  enlifted 

on 
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on  the  fide  of  Gen.  Johnfon,who  was  received 
into  their  capital  with  much  ceremony  on  ac- 
count of  his  celebrated  victory  over  Diefkau. 
The  former  was  determined  not  to  be  outdone 
in  this  refped  upon  the  arrival  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief.  In  addition  to  military  pa- 
rade, an  evening's  repaft  was  provided  to 
drink  his  Majefty's  health  upon  the  occafion, 
and  addreffes  were  prefented  from  both 
branches  of  the  General  Court,  feveral  cor- 
porations and  other  public  bodies  of  men,  as 
was  done  upon  the  Governor's  late  arrival 
from  Europe.  The  Council  and  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  obferved,  that  the  preferva- 
tion  of  Ofwego  and  the  continuance  of  his 
Majefty's  poflefBon  of  the  Lake  Ontario  was 
to  be  attributed  to  the  care  and  vigilance  of 
His  Excellency,  on  the  continuance  of  whofe 
life  and  adminiftration  the  future  profpecls  of 
the  Province  greatly  depended. 

However  the  Britifli  Colonies  might  have 
abounded  with  men,  and  with  a  fpirit  of  loy- 
alty and  firmnefs  in  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, their  ability  to  maintain  an  extenfive  and 
continued  war  was  fmall.  The  means  of 
procuring  money,  that  great  inftrument  in  all 
uational  meafures,  was  exhaufted  in  a  fingle 
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campaign,  which  is  readily  to  be  accounted 
for  by  a  moment's  refledion  on  the  natm*e 
of  their  fifcal  refources.  Although  in  Maffa- 
chufetts  excife  duties  were  ufed  even  more 
freely  than  the  fpirit  of  later  times  would  ad- 
mit of,  yet  in  fo  fmall  a  community,  the  con- 
fumption  of  dutied  articles,  in  point  of  rev- 
enue, was  trifling,  and  the  duration  of  the 
law^s  for  raifing  money  in  this  way,  was  Ihort. 
Their  greateft  recourfe  was  to  the  dired:  taxes 
upon  polls  and  eftates,  which  very  much  re- 
femble  the  voluntary  contribution  of  individ- 
uals towards  any  object  of  which  they  are  all 
in  favour,  and  fail  in  punctuality  at  leaft,  long 
before  the  inability  of  the  people  begins,  un- 
Icfs  the  ufe  to  which  the  proceeds  are  applied, 
be  agreeable  to  their  own  conceptions  of  what 
it  ought  to  be.  Without  irrevocable  grants 
of  taxes,  founded  on  permanent  funds,  no 
national  credit  could  be  raifed  on  which 
money  might  be  borrowed  ;  and  the  idea  of 
a  national  debt  being  eftablifhed  among  fo 
young  a  people,  could  never  be  wiihed  for 
nor  expeded,  beyond  the  unavoidable  excef- 
fes  of  ordinary  expenfes,  if  any  fuch  fhould 
unfortunately  remain.  Thefe  confiderations 
receive  additional  force,  if  we  contraft  the 
policies  of  the  two  contending  nations  in  Eu- 
rope 
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rope  as  before  hinted.  The  one  Handing 
forward  herfelf,  and  ufing  her  Colony  only 
in  the  way  which  it  was  natural,  and  not  un- 
profitable for  it  to  3.C1  in  ;  the  other  pufliing 
forward  her  Province  as  principals,  and  rather 
backing  them  like  allies  than  fupporting  and 
maintaining  them  like  fubjedts. 

Here  then  lay  Governor  Shirley's  talk,  of 
which  he  was  aware,  and  received  full  evi-. 
dence  of  its  weight.     There  were  not  want- 
ing among  the  people  thofe  who,  with  fome 
plaufibility  at  leaft,   objeded  to  the  whole 
plan  of  oppofmg  the   French,   by  an  attack 
upon  Crown-Point.      They  faw  no  propor- 
tionable advantage  that  could  refult  from  the 
expenfe  of  fo  much  money.     If  it  fhould  be 
taken  (of  doing  which,  from  the  experiment 
of  the  laft  year,  there  refulted  little  hope)  the 
fort  mull  either  be  demoUihed  or  garrifoned  : 
if  dem.oli£lied,  the  French  would  build  another 
at  perhaps  a  tenth  part  of  the  expenfe  whicli 
the  Englifh-mufl:  be  at  in  putting  them  to  the 
trouble  ;   if  garrifoned,  it  would  impoverilh 
the  New-England  governments  to  maintain 
the  poffeffion  of  it ;  or  would  be  a  greater 
charge  tp  the  mother  country,  if  fhe  fliould 
undertake  it,  than  all  Canada  would  be  worth 

to 
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to  her.  The  only  rational  method  in  theiijf 
opinion,  therefore,  would  be  to  beftow 
ftrength  and  treafure  upon  a  plan  which 
would  be  final  in  its  effect,  by  attacking 
Quebec  itfelf,  on  which  all  other  parts  of 
-  Canada  depended,  and  which  did  not  require 
more  force  to  fubdue  it  than  lefs  important 
pofts.  The  magnitude  of  the  Crown-Point 
expedition  alfo  was  faid  to  be  vaftly  fuperior 
to  its  ultimate  propofed  effed,  it  being  in- 
tended by  the  council  at  Alexandria  as  noth- 
ing but  a  feint  to  draw  away  the  force  and 
attention  of  the  enemy  from  Fort  Du  Quefne, 
and  fo  to  exhauft  and  harafs  all  New-England 
for  the  benefit  of  the  fouthern  Colonies.  The 
manner  in  which  the  laft  campaign  termina- 
ted was  likewife  very  unfatisfaftory  to  the 
people,  it  being  difficult  to  convince  many 
that  the  intereft  of  the  Colony  of  New- York 
was  not  preferred  to  that  of  the  whole,  in 
the  building  of  two  expenfive  forts  within 
its  territories,  and  in  the  protracting  of  a 
war  particularly  beneficial  to  its  inhabitants, 
when  a  manly  purfuit  of  a  difcomfited  enemy 
might  have  finifhed  the  expedition.  A  cen- 
fure  naturally  arofe  out  of  this  reflexion  up- 
on Gen.  Johnfon,  who  belonged  to  the  Prov- 
ince 
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ince  of  New- York  ;  and  this,  together  with 
the  general  want  of  fuccefs  in  the  war,  drew 
correfpondent  invectives  againft  the  com- 
mander  in  chief,  which  at  length  became  fo 
frequent,  difrefpedful  and  fevere,  that  he  fent 
a  meflage  to  both  Houfes  of  x^ffembly  ex- 
prefsly  upon  the  Hcentioufnefs  of  the  prefs, 
eonfidering  the  pubUcations  in  the  newf- 
papers,  as  reflecting  not  only  on  the  officers, 
but  on  the  governments  concerned  in  the  late 
expedition  againft  Crown-Point,  and  recom-- 
mending  to  them  to  confider  of  meafures  to 
prevent  the  publication  of  fuch  malignant 
libels,  which  might  alienate  the  aftedions  of 
the  feveral  Provinces  from  each  othex% 

The  two  Houfes,  in  their  reply  to  this  jmimaUE 

'  ^  ■•■    ^  .     ,  the  Houie 

meflaee,  demonftrated  their  fenfe  of  the  inju-  of  Repre- 
rious  tendency  of  fuch  publications,  by  ex- 
preffing  their  utter  difapprobation  of  the  wri- 
tings in  queftion,  and  their  willingnefs  to 
countenance  a  profecution,  fo  far  as  they 
were  an  offence  againfl  law  :  at  the  fame 
time  offering  in  a  future  feffion  (being  then 
about  to  rife)  to  fupply  any  defed  there  might 
be  in  the  provifion  made  againft  fuch  prac- 
tices ;  and  exprefTing  a  hope  that  the  govern- 
ment of  New- York  would  take  care  to  re- 
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ftrain  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs  there, 
where  pieces  of  a  fimilar  nature  had  been 
pubHfhed. 

It  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  add  what  at  this 
day  will  be  fo  readily  anticipated,  that  this 
miid  fuggeftion  of  government  had  not  the 
effedl  of  filencing  political  fcribblers,  in  a 
free  country  where  the  conflitution  throws 
off  its  humours  by  its  vigour.  The  wifdom 
of  man  has  not  yet  invented  a  fcheme  which 
will  admit  of  the  uncontrolled  defence  of 
liberty,  and  at  the  fame*  time  exclude  from 
the  prefs  the  afterifks  of  (lander,  and  the 
black-lined  inuendoes  of  interefled  malice. 

Upon  the  Governor's  laying  before  the 
General  Court  the  plan  of  operations  agreed 
on  at  New- York,  they  replied  that  there 
never  was  a  time  in  which  the  interefts  of 
the  Britifli  Colonies  were  in  a  more  critical 
fituation  than  the  prefent,  and  through  his 
zeal,  vigilance  and  prudence,  they  promifed 
themfelves  the  fatisfadtion  to  fee  the  French 
removed  from  their  unjuft  encroachments  : 
that  by  the  Kcnnebeck  and  Crown-Point  ex- 
peditions, the  debt  of  the  Province  was  fo 
much    increafed,  that    its   inhabitants  were 

ready 
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ready  to  fink  under  the  burden  of  taxes  in- 
curred by  thofe  means  ;  and  the  credit  of 
the  government  had  been  ftretched  fo  far, 
that  they  even  defpaired  of  borrov^ing  money 
fufficient  to  pay  off  their  troops  lately  return- 
ed :  that  they  engaged  in  the  latter  enterprize, 
in  humble  truft  and  confidence  that  his  Maj- 
efty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  encourage 
them  in  it  ;  but  if  it  appeared  to  be  above 
the  abilities  of  the  Province,  v^hen  it  w^as  firft 
undertaken,  at  which  time  it  was  propofed 
to  furnifh  only  1,200  men,  it  mufi:  prove 
much  more  fo  when  the  troops  had  been  aug- 
mented to  upwards  of  four  thoufand  :  that, 
early  apprehenfive  of  this  burden,  they  had 
inftrudled  their  agent  to  folicit  relief  at  hon^e, 
where  the  Secretary  of  State  obferved,  that 
the  attempt  upon  Crown-Point  was  made  a 
part  of  the  plan  at  Alexandria,  and  that  the 
proceeding  in  it  w^as  carrying  fo  far  the  plan 
into  execution,  and  mentioned  the  ample 
powers  given  to  the  General,  relating  to  the 
(Merges  occafioned  by  the  war  :  that  there- 
fore, having  the  ftrength  and  treafure  of 
France  employed  againft  them,  they  relied 
upon  His  Excellency's  doing  every  thing 
within  his  ability  to  eafe  them  of  their  heavy 
burden  ;   and    that    his   Majefty   would    be 

pleafed 
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pleafed  to  afford  fufficient  force  to  oppofe  Co 
powerful  an  enemy. 

However,  upon  re-affuming  the  confidera- 
tion  of  their  further  profecuting  the  expedi- 
tion, they  propofed,  that  if  a  fufficient  fum 
could  be  advanced  for  paying  the  foldiers 
employed  the  lafl  year,  and  a  fuitable  bounty 
to  fuch  as  it  fhould  be  found  neceffary  to  em- 
ploy the  enfuing  one,  they  would  proceed 
immediately  to  do  every  thing  requifite  on 
their  part  towards  raifmg  the  forces. 

After  they  had  declined  to  garrifon  the  fort 
at  Number  Four  in  New-Hampfhire,  on  the 
fame  principles  which  induced  them  to  decline 
undertaking  a  new  expedition,  the  Governor 
agreed  to  their  propofition,  and  loaned  the 
Province  ;^.  3 0,000  fterling  out  of  the  King's 
money  in  his  h^nds,  taking  for  fecurity  fuch 
grant  as  might  be  made  them  for  their  ex- 
traordinary fervices  by  the  King  or  Parlia- 
ment, and  a  further  collateral  mortgage  of  a 
tax  to  be  raifed  in  the  two  following  years. 

The  pecuniary  aid  being  thus  fettled,  the 
General  Court  voted  to  raife  3,000  men  to 
affift  in  removing  the  encroachments  of  the 

French 
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French  near  Crown-Point,  and  to  thefe  500 
were  afterwards  added.     The  command  of  all 
the  provincial  forces  in  this  expedition  was 
given   by   Gen.    Shirley   to   Major-General 
Winflow,  who  was  called  for  that  purpofe 
out  of  Nova-Scotia,  where  he  had  condu(3:ed 
with  fuch  approved  caution   and  ability,  as 
increafed  his  popularity  with  his  men,  and 
ftrengthened  the  confidence  y/hich  the  gov- 
ernment had  placed  in  him.     Notwithftand- 
ing  thisjthere  appeared  a  great  alteration  in  the 
facility  of  raifing  foldiers  for  the  fervice,  ow- 
ing to  the  various  draughts  which  had  been 
made  in  the  lafl  year,  and  the  great  wafte  of 
men  which  takes  place  in  military  bodies.     A 
bounty  was  offered  to  every  one  who  would 
enlift ;  and  in  cafe  of  this  encouragement  prov* 
ing  ineffectual,  it  was  provided  that  an  impref^.     . 
fhould  take  place,  which  was  defigned  to  com- 
pel the  party  draughted   to   ferve  perfonally 
or  pay  a  fine.     In  fome  cafes,  every  man  in 
a  company  would   pay  the  fine,  w^hich  flill 
was   infufficient  to  raife   its  quota  ;  and  in  Thomas 
others,  the   whole    company  would    abfent  LettJr'from 
themfelves  excepting  the  number   required,  ^^^^^<^"'h- 
who  being  impreffed  according  to  law,  were 
found  unfit  for  duty :  fo  that  by  returns  from 
Gen,  Winflow  on  the  26th,  of  May,  Maffa- 
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chufetts  had  only  2,600  men  in  the  field,  and 
in  the  month  of  Auguft  about  3,000,  al- 
though the  Province  had  then  paid  the  fub- 
fiftence  money,  and  furniihed  arms  for  a 
lareer  number,  and  had  advanced  the  bounties 
for  the  privates  of  3,500,  its  whole  propor- 
tion. This  embarraifment  in  raifmg  men, 
was  no  doubt  owing  in  part  to  a  very  diftrefC- 
ing  imprels  of  failors  by  the  King's  ihips,  even 
out  of  the  tilhing  craft,  and  to  the  unjuft  de- 
tention of  one  of  the  battalions  of  men  fent 
the  laft  year  into  Nova-Scotia,  againft  the  moft 
earneft  remonftrances  of  the  government,  and 
a  ferious  caution  that  the  diftrefles  of  that 
country  might  find  tardy  relief,  if  again  re- 
quired from  the  accuftomed,  but,  at  length, 
abufed  protection  of  the  Province. 

Notwithftandlng  Gen.  Shirley  muft  by  this 
time  have  underftood  that  he  fhould  be  fuper^, 
feded  in  the  chief  command  of  all  the  forces 
in  Britilh  America,  and  muft  have  felt  the 
weight  of  ill  fortune  and  oppofition  crowding 
him  from  his  provincial  ftation,  yet  he  did  not 
relax  in  the  profecution  of  the  military  oper- 
ations  which  were  before  him.  Having  fin- 
iflied  the  feflion  of  the  General  Court  on  the 
ziH,  of  April,  he  began  his  journey  to  New- 
York 
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York  the  fame  day,  and  arrived  at  Albany  . 
on  the  1 3th.  of  May.  Here  he  continued  a 
diligent  command  of  the  troops,  until  the  ar- 
rival of  Gen.  Abercrombie  about  the  lad  of 
June,  who  fucceeded  him  in  that  important 
ftation  for  a  fhort  time,  being  himfelf  fuper- 
feded  by  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  in  the  latter 
end  of  July.  Gen,  Shirley  received  his  recal, 
in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fox,  Secretary  of  State,  ^,^'l^'^'\ 

'  >  '    Let.  to  Sec, 

acquainting  him  that  it  was  reprefented  to  wiiiard, 
the  King  that  his  prefence  in  England  might 
be  very  neceffary  to  his  Majefty's  fervice  at 
that  time,  as  he  was  able  to  give  much  light 
and  information  relative  to  the  ftate  of  affairs 
in  North- America  ;  and  a  frigate  was  ordered 
to  receive  him.  However,  he  remained  ig- 
norant whether  or  not  he  Ihould  be  finally 
taken  from  his  government,  to  which  he  re- 
turned on  the  9th.  of  Auguft, 

It  being  provided  by  ads  of  Parliament, 
that  foreign  Proteftants,  upon  their  refiding 
in  the  Britifli  Colonies  feven  years,  might  be 
naturalized,  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  na- 
tive fubjeds,  excepting  thofe  particularly  fp^- 
cified,  of  which  that  of  holding  military  com- 
miffions  was  one  ;  many  perfons  of  that  de- 
fcription   had  emigrated  to  North-America, 

under 
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.under  the  encouragement  of  thefe  laws.  As 
the  miniftry  were  about  to  raife  four  {landing 
regiments  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  par- 
ticularly thofe  parts  which  were  inhabited  by 
Quakers,  who  had  carried  their  principles  of 
non-refiftance  to  fuch  extravagant  lengths,  as 
to  bring  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania  into  im- 
minent danger,  they  conceived  the  defign  of 
filling  one  of  them  with  this  clafs  of  new- 
made  fubjed:s.  A  law  was  accordingly  made 
to  enable  a  number  of  them,  not  exceeding 
feventy,  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  complying  with  the  other  conditions  pre- 
fcribed  by  law,  to  ferve  and  receive  pay  as 
officers  and  engineers  in  America,  Two  im-- 
portant  reafons  were  afligned  for  this  by  the 
a£l  ;  becaufe  many  of  them  had  ferved  in 
foreign  countries,  and  acquired  experience  ia 
the  military  profeffion,and  becaufe  the  foldiers 
who  might  enter  the  fervice  from  this  clafs 
of  people,  could  not  be  fo  well  difciplined  by 
any  other  perfons,  as  thofe  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  their  language  and  manners, 

A  very  zealous  oppofition   was  raifed  U> 

this  afl:  by  many  refpectable  members  of  Par- 

Geo.ii.ch.5.  liamcnt,  and  the   agent  for  the  Province   of 

Lnttrt.        Maffachufetts  Bay  joined   them,  petitioning 

the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  be   lieard  againft  it. 

The 
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The  reafons  which  they  urged,  fo  far  as  they 
refpedled  the  bill  in  its  ultimate  form,  were  of 
the  following  nature.     That  the  bill  was  in- 
confident  with  the  ad;  for  the  further  fettle- 
irient  of  the  crown,  and  better  fecuring  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjedl",  which  ex- 
prefsly  provided  that   no  foreigner,  even  al-^ 
though  he  {hould  be  naturalized  or  made  a 
denizen,    fliould    be    capable     of    enjoying 
any    office   or  place   of  truft,  civil   or  mil- 
itary ;    and    this    provifion    had    been   con- 
fidered  and   reverenced  as  an   effential  and 
facred  part  of  the  Britifli  conftitution  :  that 
the  incorporating  of  thefe   emigrants  into  a 
feparate  regiment  would  tend  to  keep  up  their 
ignorance  of  the  Englifh  language,  and  of  the 
laws,  orda*s  and  ufages  of  the  country,  and 
prevent  their  uniting  with  the  old  fubjeds  : 
that  many  of  the  fettlers,  for  the  fake  of  whofe 
fervices  the  employment  of  foreign   officers 
was   propofed,  had  ,  not  refided  the  full  time 
requifite  by  the  bill  to  entitle  them  to  natur- 
alization, and  they  w^ould,  without  fuch  refi- 
dence,  be  improper  perfons  to  be  made  part 
of  his  Majefty's  forces  :  that  the  fuppofition 
that  thefe  new  fubjeds  would  be  more  in= 
duced  than  the  native  Americans  to  become 
part  of  his  Majefty's  ftanding  forces,  and  that 

they 
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they  would  be  particularly  ferviceable  in  gar- 
rilbn,  was  ill  founded  ;  becaufe  the  cheapnefs 
of  land,  the  high  price  of  labour,  and  the  value 
of  civil  liberty,  being  the  chief  caufes  which 
prevented  the  Americans  becoming  foldiers  for 
life  or  for  any  indefinite  time, and  the  new  fub- 
jects  having  come  to  the  Colonies  with  an 
intent  to  enjoy  thofe  great  advantages,  it  was 
probable  that  the  fame  caufes  would  produce 
the  fame  effects  upon  their  minds  :  or  if  any 
of  them  fhould  be  engaged  in  the  fervice,  it 
would  probably  be  thofe  who  had  no  prop- 
erty, little  induftry,  and  whofe    motive  for 
going  to  the  war  vv^ould  arife  from  their  idle- 
ncfs  :  that  fuch    perfons,  w^anting  the  love 
which   natural-born   fubjedts   have  for   their 
country,  their  fidelity  could  not   be  equally 
fecured   with    that  of  the   latter  ;  and    that 
they   would    be  particularly  unfit  to  garri- 
fon  the  forts  upon  the  frontiers,  which  were 
ereded  not  only  for  their  protection  in  parts 
romote  from  the  Englifh  fettlements,  but  to 
preferve  and  cultivate  a  good  correfpondence, 
and  carry   on  a  commerce  with  the   feveral 
Indian    nations  which    frequent  them,  and 
where  all  circumftances  confpire  to  make   it 
neceffary  that  the  garrifons,  with  every  thing 
clfc,  appear  as  much  Englifh    as   poffible  : 

that 
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that  the  raifmg  and  difciplining  a  regiment 
in  the  Colonies  by  foreign  officers  would  be 
difagreeable  to  the  Colonies  in  general,  and 
efpecially  to  thofe  in  whom  the  chief  itrength 
of  his  Majefty's  arms  in  America  lay  ;  to 
the  officers  at  large  in  the  provincial  corps, 
as  well  as  thofe  who,  after  diflino-iuffiinp* 
themfelves  by  their  good  behaviour,  might 
defire  the  honour  and  favour  of  receiving 
thofe  commiffions  which  were  propofed  to 
be  given  to  the  foreigners  ;  to  the  main  body 
of  the  Americans  who  were  in  arms,  whofe 
general  fentiments  concerning  foreigners  were 
fuch,  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impoffi- 
ble,  to  reconcile  their  minds  wholly  to  this 
meafure  ;  fo  that  if  a  junction  of  this  intended 
regiment  with  the  other  troops  foould  be 
requifite,  there  was  good  reafon  to  apprehend 
fuch  jealoufy,  animofity  and  divifions  would 
arife,  as  would  be  deflrudive  of  the  mutual 
confidence,  which  is  fo  defirable  in  an  army 
for  its  fuccefs. 

The  magnitude  of  the  principles  adduced 
in  this  argument,  as  well  as  the  zeal  with 
which  they  w^ere  urged,  feem  to  have  been 
difproportioned  to  the  importance  of  the  fub- 
je£t :  and  the  whole  ferved  only  to  enlarge 
the  cloud  of  oppofitlon,  v/hich  the  rays  of 
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mlnifterial  power  had  as  yet  ftrength  fufficieat 
to  difpel,  although  fad  defcending  into  the 
horizon  of  political  oblivion. 


*yoii^^iHl(!f^M'^OHO*f' 


CHAP.     XIV, 


Tbe  army  fent  agahijl  Crowti-Point  joined  by 
the  regulars — Mode  of  a&ing  together  fet- 
tied — Forts  at  Ofwego  taken  by  the  Freticb-^^ 
"The  Engli/h  army  put  on  the  defence — Re^ 
hnbu?fement  money  arrives — Reh for  cements 
ordered — Governor  Shirley  embarks  for  En-^ 
gland — ConduEl  of  the  General  Court  to^ 
wards  him — His  charaEier — Campaign  clof 
ed — Mifcella?2eous  matters^ 

TF  the  campaign  of  1755  was  unfuccefsful^ 
that  of  1756  contributed  nothing  towards 
raifing  the  military  reputation  of  the  Englifli. 
The  expedition  to  Crown-Point,  it  is  true, 
exhibited  an  immenfe  difplay  of  labour,  and 
a  ready  zeal  to  meet  the  enemy.  Some  idea 
may  be  formed  of  it  in  this  view,  if  we  con- 
fider  that  the  troops,  provifions,  and  military 
{lores,  were  to  be  coUeded  from  a  country 
extending  itfelf  feveral  hundred  miles  from 

Albany^ 
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Albany,  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  then  to 
be  tranfported,  partly  by  land  and  partly  by 
water,  feventy  miles  by  fucceffive  ftages  to 
Fort  William-Henry,  through  roads  conftantly 
to  be  repaired,  and  pervading  a  wildernefs, 
always  expofed  to  the  fudden  and  unforefeen 
attacks  of  the  enemy,  fo  as  to  allow  of  noth* 
ing  being  carried  fafely,  but  with  a  fuperior 
force.  The  burden  of  fuch  an  enterprize  will 
not  be  difficult  to  be  underftood  by  military 
men.  The  weight  of  the  ordnance  ftores 
exceeded  200  tons ;  and  the  calculation  for 
moving  the  provifions  of  the  Maflachufetts 
Bay  alone  required  upwards  of  480  teams. 
But  this  elaborate  project  was  checked  and 
converted  into  a  mere  fyftem  of  defence,  by 
a  fimilar  though  lefs  bloody  misfortune  than 
that  of  the  laft  year. 

Gen.  Winflow,  upon  reviewing  his  fitua-  q^^,  ^-^^^^ 
tion,  not  only  conceived  that  the  numbers  wn^'** 
actually  in  the  field  under  his  command, 
which  never  much  exceeded  7,000,  were  in^ 
fufficient  to  fecure  his  enterprize,  but  that  the 
whole  propofed  force,  if  colle<3:ed,  would 
fcarcely  be  equal  to  it,  and  therefore  urged 
an  increafe  of  his  men.  But  when  the  reg- 
ular troops  arrived  from  England,  the  army 
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appeared  to  be  iufficlently  ftrengthencd,  as 
the  whole  body  of  the  Provincials  would  be 
enabled  to  march  into  the  country  occupied 
by  the  enemy  :  for  the  plan  agreed  on  was, 
that  they  fliould  advance,  and  as  they  quitted 
the  forts  and  other  pofts,  the  regulars  fhould 
fucceed  to  their  ftations,  and  perform  the 
duty  of  the  garrifons.  This  divifion  of  the 
fervice  appeared  highly  honourable  to  the 
colonial  troops,  and  was  grounded  chiefly 
upon  an  oppofition  which  they  made  to  the 
diftindlions  exifting  between  them  and  the 
regulars,  which,  although  before  noticed,  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  detail  in  the  prefent 
iuftance* 

Abercrombie,  then  commander  in  chief, 
having  fent  for  Gen.  Winflow  to  Albany  ; 
upon  his  arrival  there,  the  queftion  was  put 
to  him,  What  efFed:  the  jundion  of  his  Maj- 
efty's  forces  would  have  with  the  Provincials, 
if  ordered  to  join  them  in  their  intended  ex- 
0  pedition  I  To  w^hich  the  reply  of  the  Amer- 
ican General  was,  that  he  Ihould  be  extremely 
pleafed  if  fuch  a  jundUon  could  be  made,  but 
apprehended,  that  if  by  it  the  provincial  offi- 
cers were  to  lofe  their  command,  as  the  men 
were  raifed  immediately  under  them  by  the 

feveral 
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feveral  governments,  it  would  caufe  an  almofl 
univerfal  difcontent,  if  not  defertion,  and  re- 
quelled  leave  to  confult  his  principal  officers. 
At  a  meeting  held  by  them,  after  five   days  j^iy  ^^, 
debate,  they  fully  confirmed  their  General's 
opinion,  as  putting  the  men  under  the  com-^ 
mand  of  other  officers  would  be  contrary  to 
the  tenor  of  their  enliftment,  and  they,  of 
courfe,  would  not  be  held.     The  officers  alfa 
added,   that  if  a  jundion  fhould   defeat   the 
expedition  to  Lake  Ontario  this  year,  it  would 
enable  the  French'  to  draw  their-  forces  from 
that  quarter,  to  reinforce  the  polls  of  Crown- 
Point   and    Carilon,  with    numbers  beyond 
what  his  Majefty's  troops  would   reinforce 
the  Provincials.      But   if  it  fhould  not  have 
this  efFed,  nor  deprive  their  general  and  field 
officers  of  the   fame  rank  and  command  as 
they  would  have  if  no  jtmdion  took  place, 
in  that  cafe  they  thought  it  would  be  accept- 
able   to    the    Provinciab,  and  promote    his 
Majefty's  fervice.      From   that  part  of  this 
opinion  wMch  related  to- the  Ontario  expedi- 
tion, Major-General  Lyman,  and  nine  other 
members  of  the  council,  difiented,  as  not  be- 
ing a  dired  anfwer  to  the  queftion  propofed. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  Lord  Loudoun,  the  fame* 
fubjedl  was  revived,  and  the  queftion.  was  put 

in 
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in  a  more  ferious  form  ;  Whether  the  troops 
now  raifed  by  the  feveral  Provinces  and  Col- 
onies of  New-England,  and  armed  with  his 
Majefty's  arms,  would,  in  obedience  to  his 
Majefty's  commands  fignified  to  them,  a6:  in 
Gonjundiion  with  his  Majefty's  troops  ;  and 
under  the  command  of  his  commander  in 
chief,  in  whofe  hands  he  had  put  the  execu- 
tion of  all  thefe  matters  ?  To  which  the  pro- 
vincial officers  unanimoufly  replied,  that  they 
cheerfully  fubmitted  themfelves  to  Lord 
Loudoun  in  all  dutiful  obedience,  and  were 
ready  and  willing  to  adl  in  conjunction  with 
his  Majefty's  troops,  and  to  put  themfelves 
under  his  command,  as  the  commander  in 
chief  of  all  his  Majefty's  forces  in  North-  . 
America ;  but  as  the  troops  raifed  by  the  fev- 
eral Provinces  and  Colonies  in  New-England 
had  been  raifed  this  year  on  particular  terms, 
and  had  proceeded  to  aft  thus  far  in  that  form, 
they  humbly  begged  it  as  a  favour  of  his  Lord- 
flaip  to  let  thofe  troops  ad  feparately,  fo  far 
as  it  was  confiftent  with  his  Majefty's  fervice. 
This  difpute  being  thus  fettled,  the  feparate 
operation  of  the  forces  was  permitted,  and  the 
attention  of  both  parties  was  foon  called  off 

to  a  different  fubjeft. 
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On  the  loth.  of  Auguft,  the  enemy  ap- 
proached the  fort  at  Ofwego  with  a  force  of  ters  of  join 
more  than  five  thoufand  regulars,  Canadians  ^^°^'^»^^^- 
and  Indians,  and  after  attacking  it  and  firing 
with  fmall  arms  until  the  1 3th.  they  brought 
up  their  cannon,  and  prepared  to  open  a  bat- 
tery within  80  yards  of  it.  Upon  this,  Col. 
Mercer,  the  commander,  after  taking  the  zette. 
opinion  of  his  officers,  ordered  Fort  Ontario 
to  be  evacuated,  and  the  men  retired  without 
lofs  to  the  old  fort,  againft  which  the  enemy 
opened  a  battery  of  eleven  pieces  of  cannon 
the  next  morning.  This  was  played  off  with 
fuch  effed;  as,  after  killing  the  Englifh  com- 
mander, to  render  the  place  untenable  in  a 
few  hours,  according  to  the  declaration  of  the 
engineers.  To  fave  an  affault,  the  garrifon, 
confifting  of  1,400  men,  furrendered  as  prif- 
oners  of  war  under  Col.  Lettlehales,  being 
then  poffeffed  of  five  months  provifions. 
A  refpeftable  naval  armament  on  the  lake  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  French,  who  were  now 
enabled  to  advance  with  full  force  againft 
Crown-Point.  Their  policy  was  no  lefs  con- 
fpicuous  than  the  fuperiority  of  their  arms. 
Inftead  of  continuing  the  fort  at  Ofwego, 
they  demolifhed  it1n  the  prefence  of  the  In- 
dians 
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dians  of  the  Five  Nations,  to  whom  they  rep- 
refented  that  the  French  aimed  only  at  en- 
abling them  to  preferve  their  neutrality  ; 
and  therefore  deftroyed  the  fortrefs  which 
the  Engliih  had  eredted  in  their  country  to 
overawe  them,  difdaining  themfelves  to  take 
the  fame  advantage,  although  put  into  their 
hands  by  the  right  of  conquefl. 

The  misfortunes  of  this  year  produced  the 
fear  of  refponfibility  and  the  fpirit.  of  recrim- 
ination throughout  the  Engliih  nation,  from 
the  prime  minifter  down  to  the  low  eft  com- 
mander.    Addrefs  was  ufed  to  Ihift  the  lofs 
of  Ofwego,  like  that   of  Minorca,  from  one; 
agent  to  another.     Thofe  who  had  laboured 
againft  Gen.  Shirley  with   fo    much  effeft, 
preferved  a  confiftency  in  afcribing  it  to  his 
not  ftrengthening  the  garrifon,  to  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  fortifications,  and  to  his  negle£l 
in  acquainting  his  fuccefTor  with  its  true  fitu- 
ation.      Their  opponents  thought  the  cafe 
fpoke  for  itfelf.     The  refiftance  of  the  garri- 
fon, who  were  1,400  ftrong,  and  who  had  a 
plenty  of  provifions,  lafted  for  a  few  days 
only.     However  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy 
might  have  been  forefeen,  it  was  very  little 
felt,  as  the  lofs  of  men  was  too  trifling  to  men- 
tion, 
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tion,  and  the  ftate  of  fo  important  a  fortrefs 
could  not  have  remained  unknown  for  two 
months  to  Shirley's  fucceflbrs,  when  his  con- 
ftant  folicitude  and  obfervations  refpeding 
the  fate  of  Ofwego  were  fo  notorious. 

This  difafter  produced  orders  from  Lord 
Loudoun  to  Gen.  Winflow  not  to  proceed  in 
his  intended  attack  upon  Ticonderoga  at 
prefent,  but  to  guard  againft  the  enemy's 
attacking  him,  or  advancing  into  the  country 
by  South-Bay  or  Wood-Creek.  Maj  or-G  en- 
eral  Webb,  with  about  fourteen  hundred 
men,  took  poft  at  the  great  carrying-place, 
and  Sir  William  Johnfon,  with  about  one 
thoufand  of  the  militia,  at  the  German  Flatts, 
to  prevent  the  enemy's  coming  behind  him. 
Reinforcements  were  fent  for  from  all  the 
Provinces,  and  every  pofTible  meafure  taken 
to  prevent  the  enemy  over-running  the  coun- 
try, which  was  thought  not  improbable  if  the 
army  at  Lake  George  fhould  meet  with  any 
misfortune. 

Whilft  the  army  was  preparing  for  adion 
on  the  frontiers,  exertions   were  making  in  &tfc1f 
MafTachufetts  to  fill  up  its  quota,  which  was  uveT^'"'*' 
yet  deficient  600  men.     The  receipt  of  letters 

from 
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from  Mr.  Fox,  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
reimburfement  money  for  extra  advances  of 
the  laft  year,  gave  a  fpirit  to  recruiting, which 
enabled  the    General    Court    to  renew  the 
bounty  to  fuch  as  fhould  enliit,  it  being  found 
impracticable  to  force  the  fervice  further  by 
an  imprefs.     An  armed  floop  was  alfo  pro- 
vided to  guard  the   fea-coaft,  in   conj  uncSion 
with  fuch   fhip  of  the  royal  navy  as  it   was 
hoped  might  be  obtained  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  ;  it  being  now  known  that  war  was 
declared  againft  France  on  the  1 8th.  of  May. 
The  fum  granted  byParliament  was j{*.  115,000 
fterling,  which  was  apportioned  in  the  follow- 
ing manner:  MaffachufettsBay;^.54,ooo,Con- 
ne(3:icut;^.26,ooo,New-York;^.i5,ooo,New- 
Hampfhire  ;^.  8,000,  Rhode-Ifland  ;^. 7,000, 
New-Jerfey  ;,C*55^^^*    'This  money  arriving  at 
New- York  with   the  troops  from  England, 
enabled  the  government  to  pay  off  the  antici- 
pation borrowed  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
and  to  replenifh  the  public  treafury.     They 
had  alfo  the  fatisfadion  to  find,  that  the  Prov- 
ince  had    not    only   anticipated  the  King's 
expeftations  in  raifmg  men,  but  had  alfo  fur- 
nifhed  them  with  provifions,  which  he  had 
ordered  to  be  found  at  the  national  expenfe. 

Before 
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Before  all  the  requifite  levies  could  be  for- 
warded, the  melancholy  news  arrived  of  the 
capture  of  Ofwego,  with  the  opmion  of  Lord 
*Loudoun,that  he  could  fcarce  hope  to  do  more 
than  to  refill  the  French  power  in  his  quarter. 
The  provincial  army  was  fuppofed,  by  this 
misfortune,  to  be  left  expofed  to  the  whole 
ftrength  of  the  enemy.  So  interefting  a  dan- 
ger left  no  hefitation  as  to  immediate  efforts. 
The  General  Court  requefted  the  Governor 
to  make  a  draught  of  1,000  men  from 
the  weflern  regiments  in  the  counties  of 
Hampfliire  and  Worcefter,  to  relieve  and  aid 
Gen.  Winflow's  army, when  he  fliould  inform 
of  the  motion  of  the  French  to  attack  him, 
and  fhould  judge  it  necedary  for  this  rein- 
forcement to  march. 

In  this  declining  ftate  of  military  affairs,  the 
King's  orders  made  it  neceffary  for  Gover- 
nor Shirley  to  embark  for  England.  Upon 
this  occafion,  there  appears  a  cordial  and 
affeftionate  condudl  towards  him  on  the  part 
of  the  General  Court.  In  their  addrefs,  they 
exprefs  their  concern  at  being  deprived  of  his 
wife  and  prudent  condudt.  They  recited, 
with  marks  of  approbation,  his  unwearied 
application  to  bufinefs,  efpecially  in  the  expe- 
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dltlon  againft  Louifbourg ;  his  vigilance  in 
repeatedly  preferving  Nova-Scotia  ;  and  his 
w^atchful  obfervation  of  the  perfidious  defigns 
of  the  enemy  ;  which  could  not  but  endear 
his  memory  to  them,  and  recommend  him  to 
the  royal  favour.  The  eafy  manner  in  which 
the  ancient  and  irritating  fubjed:  of  a  fixed 
falary  was  awakened  and  condud:ed,  is  a  ftill 
ftronger  evidence  of  the  harmony  which  fub- 
fifted  between  them.  In  a  meflage  for  making 
provifion  for  his  pay  when  out  of  the  Prov- 
ince, he  reminded  them  that  his  Majefty 
underftood  the  promife,  made  him  by  former 
afiemblies  during  the  time  of  the  difpute 
betvvxen  Governors  Burnet  and  Belcher  con- 
cerning a  fixed  falary  (and  upon  their  making 
of  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  permit 
his  Governors  ever  fince  to  accept  of  grants 
of  ;^.  1,000  fterling  per  annum,  made  annu- 
ally by  the  affemblies)  to  be,  that  they  would 
conftantly  make  fuch  provifion  for  his  Gov- 
ernor's fupport,  as  well  when  he  fhould  be  ab- 
fent  out  of  the  Province  as  refident  within  it* 
And  the  King,  under  this  expedtation,  in- 
ftruded  the  Governor,  when  he  fhould  be  fo 
abfent,  that  one  moiety  of  his  falary  fhould 
be  paid  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  towards- 
kis  maintenance,  and  the  better  fupport  of 

his 
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his  dignity  :  adding,  that  he  produced  the 
inftrudion  at  this  time,  rather  to  ihew  the 
ideas  of  the  King  as  to  the  allowance  to  be 
made  to  the  Governor  when  out  of  the  Prov- 
ince, and  that  the  engagements  and  promifes 
made  by  former  aflemblies  were  binding,  than 
to  obtain  any  thing  by  force  of  it.  The  af- 
fembly  avoiding  altercation,  pafled  a  vote  to 
allow -;if. 400  to  the  Governor,  as  a  prefent^ 
for  his  fervices  in  the  government,  and  for 
furnifhing  his  table  with  fuch  things  as  would 
be  for  his  better  accommodation  in  his  in- 
tended voyage.  This  was  prefented  with  an 
addrefs  equally  friendly  to  him,  and  circum- 
fpe6t  as  to  the  point  in  queftion. 

On  the  25th.  of  September,  the  Governor 
embarked  at  Bofton  with  the  ufual  military 
parade,  leaving  the  chief  command  of  the 
Province  to  devoh^e  again  on  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Phips. 

In  taking  our  leave  of  Governor  Shirley,  it 
cannot  be  uninterefting  to  recoiled  his  hiftory 
and  charader.  Being  a  native  of  England, 
he  was  there  bred  to  the  law,  and  came  over 
to  America  in  the  line  of  his  profefTion,  which 
he  followed  until  he  received  his  commiffion 
in  the  year  1741.     This  circumftance   was 

peculiarly 
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peculiarly  fortunate,  as  It  of  courfe  prepared 
him  for  his  future  official  duties,  by  inftruft- 
ing  him  in  the  charafter  and  manners  of  the 
people,  fo  differing  from  thofe  of  the  Europe- 
ans, which  he  could  not  have  well  underilood 
upon  a  recent  connexion.     Perhaps  the  mod 
eminent  features   of  his  government  were 
formed  from  the  knowledge  which  he  thus 
acquired,  fmce  of  all  his  good   qualities,  his 
addrefs  and  conciliatory  habits  effedled  the 
moft.     Placed  in  a  fituation,  where  the  jeal- 
oufy  of  the  people  as  to  the  enlargement  of 
the    King's   prerogative,  was   neither  to  be 
eluded  nor  overawed,  and  where  the  crown 
at  the  fame  time  expelled  him,  as  its  repre- 
fentative,  to  preferve  its  claims  entire  to  their 
full  extent,  and  perhaps  to  fubferve  its  views 
of  future  encroachments,  it  was  the  height 
of  his  good  fortune,  by  a  fplrit  of  accommo- 
dation, to  avoid  the  broils  which  had  been  fo 
conftantly  fomenting  between  the  chair  and 
the   afTembly   in   preceding  adminiftrations  j 
and  to  diredl  the  force  of  oppofition,  where, 
in   a  patriotic  age,  it   will   ever  be  guided, 
againft  the  fubtlety  and  force  of  the  common 
enemy.      The  fuccefsful  expedition  againft 
Cape  Breton  which  he  planned,  and  of  which 
he  in  a  great  meafure,  directed  the  execution, 

will 


P  H  I  P  S.  293 

will  be  a  lafting  memorial  of  an  enterprizing 
fpirit,  which  gave  luftre  and  confequence  to 
the  caule  of  the  country.  The  abolition  of 
the  paper  currency,  under  the  evils  of  w^hicli 
the  other  governments  of  New-England 
laboured  fo  long  after,  owed  much  to  his  firm- 
nefs  and  perfeverance.  As  a  commiffioner 
for  fettling  the  boundaries  between  the  great 
contending  nations  in  America,  he  is  acknowl- 
edged to  have  pofTeffed  information,  and  to 
have  contributed  largely  to  the  Engliih  de- 
fence. And,  in  general,  it  may  be  faid  that 
his  difcernment  as  a  politician,  and  above  all, 
his  unremitting  induftry,  rendered  him  the 
moft  confpicuous  and  popular  among  the 
Governors  of  his  time. 

The  chief  command  of  the  Britifh  forces  in 
North- America  was  an  appointment  arduous, 
intricate  and  full  of  hazard  :  fo  various  in  its 
duties,  that  it  was  requifite  the  comprehen- 
five  powers  of  the  general  fhould  be  fuppqrt- 
ed  by  the  activity  of  a  partizan,  and  the  rc- 
ftrided  energy  of  fubaltern  talents  ;  fo  e'x- 
tenfive  in  its  objed,  that  the  many  advantages 
refulting  from  general  arrangements  were 
liable  to  be  wrefted  away  by  the  immediate 
agents,  whilft  the  evils  unavoidable  in  any 

fyftem. 
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fyftem,  might  fall  unbalanced  upon  the  head 
of  the  prime  direftor.  This  was  the  fituation 
moft  calculated  to  betray  Governor  Shirley, 
who,  however  he  might  raife  his  military 
plans  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  country,  a 
juft  eftimate  of  his  own  refources,  and  a  pen- 
etration into  the  views  of  the  enemy,  did  not 
pofTefs  the  alertnefs  of  pradlice,  nor  the  vig- 
our and  confidence  refulting  from  habit,  which 
were  ncceffary  to  carry  them  into  execution. 
In  giving  motion  to  a  complicated  and  newly 
levied  force,  he  met  with  obftacles  not  wholly 
furmountable,  perhaps,  by  the  greateft  mill- 
tary  talents,  which  delayed,  interrupted,  and 
eventually  fruflrated,  the  projeded  attack  up- 
on the  enemy.  His  ftation,  fo  unufual  in 
the  country  and  fo  paramount  to  all  the  offi- 
cers in  the  Colonies,  naturally  drew  upon  him 
the  fcrutiny  of  emulation,  and  the  unchari- 
table cenfure  of  envy.  Oppofers  fprung  up 
whofe  hopes  were  founded  upon  his  misfor- 
tunes, as  their  merits  depended  much  upon 
being  contrafted  with  his  miftakes.  Even 
private  friendlhip,  it  is  faid,  became  treach- 
erous from  ambition,  and  a  rival  fprung  out 
of  his  voluntary  patronage.  Fortunate  had  it 
been,  if  thefe  enemies  had  found  no  other 
ground  of  oppofition  than  the  fuggeftions  of 

emulation. 
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emulation.  But  the  charader  of  Governor 
Shirley,  as  may  be  expected,  had  its  Ihades. 
In  military  affairs,  he  was  flow,  and  inapt  to 
feize  upon  the  moment  for  fuccefs  ;  and  at 
an  unpropitious  hour,  his  ufual  prudence  for- 
fook  him  in  private  life.  Having  been  allied 
by  marriage  to  a  refpe6table  family  in  En- 
gland, whofe  influence  gained  him  his  ap- 
pointment, he,  after  the  death  of  his  wife, 
and  whilfl:  he  was  a  commiflioner  at  Paris, 
formed  a  fecond  matrimonial  connexion,  the 
reverfe  of  the  firfi:,  as  it  refpe^ted  his  own 
dignity,  and  oppofed  to  the  prejudices,  if  not 
to  the  interefts  of  his  country.  If  thefe 
caufes  had  not  been  fufficient  to  effect  his 
removal,  the  fl:ate  of  the  Englifh  nation,  per- 
haps, demanded  it  in  the  view  of  the  minif- 
try.  The  city  of  London  and  other  places 
were  loudly  petitioning  as  well  againfl;  thofe 
through  whofe  treachery  or  cowardice  Mahoa 
was  lofl:,  as  thofe  through  whofe  inadivity 
the  American  war  was  fo  unfuccefsful :  And 
it  was  not  a  fmall  tefliimony  of  his  merits, 
that  at  fo  inaufpicious  a  moment,  he  was  com- 
pelled only  to  exchange  his  government  for 
the  very  inferior  one  of  the  Bahama  Iflands. 

It 
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It  has  been  alleged  that  he  difclofed  to  a 
leading  charader  in  America,  by  v/ay  of  ex- 
periment, the  minlfterial  plan  for  taxing  that 
country.  But  as  it  is  certain  that  this  was 
wholly  laid  afide  during  his  adminiftratlon, 
it  is  a  favourable  and  not  improbable  con- 
jeclure,  that  his  knowledge  of  the  Americans, 
and  his  defire  to  preferve  their  efforts  againft 
the  French,  unimpaired  by  a  jealoufy  of  fucli 
an  inadmiffible  claim,  contributed  much  to 
prevent  its  advancement.  However,  with- 
out prejudice  to  him,  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  events  which  took  place  during  his  ad- 
miniftratlon naturally  led  to  the  great  conten- 
tion which  took  place  between  Great-Britaire 
and  her  Colonies.  The  former,  by  fighting 
France  In  America,  explored  the  country  by 
her  armies,  and  appreciated  Its  value  by  the 
eagernefs  of  the  enemy  to  poffefs  it.  She 
alfo  charged  the  defence  of  it  to  the  Colonlfts, 
as  neceffaiy  for  their  immediate  prefervatlon, 
and  thence  deduced  the  reafonablenefs  of  tax- 
ing them  towards  the  national  expenfes. 

Governor  Shirley,  after  ferving  a  number 
of  years  under  his  new  appointment,  In  which, 
he  was  fucceeded  by  one  of  his  fons,  returned 
to  Maffachufetts,  and  died  at  his  former  feat 
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in  Roxbuiy,  on  the  24th.  day  of  March, 
1 77 1,  and  his  remains  were  interred  with 
the  honours  of  war,  under  the  King's  chapel, 
in  the  capital.  Although  he  had  held  feveral 
of  the  moil  lucrative  offices  within  the  gift 
of  the  crown,  in  America,  yet  he  left  nothing 
to  his  pofterity  but  a  reputation,  in  which  his 
virtues  greatly  prevailed  over  his  faults,  and 
which  has  not  been  furpaffed  by  that  of  any 
fucceeding  Governor  under  the  Englifh  fove- 
reignty. 

The  defehfive  fyftem  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  army  in  confequence  of  the 
capture  of  the  forts  at  Ofwego,  required 
of  Gen.  Winflow  to  fortify  his  camp  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner  which  his  pofition  would 
admit  of.  One  of  the  two  fides  by  which 
alone  the  enemy  could  approach  him  with 
advantage,  he  fecured  by  a  dam  that  enabled 
him  to  overflow  a  morafs  with  water ;  the 
other  he  encumbered  by  felling  the  trees,  fo 
as  to  retard  any  regular  advances,  and  to 
give  him  the  fuperiority  in  the  defence. 
Thefe  meafures  were  defigned  to  fecure  Fort 
William-Henry  until  the  feafon  fhould  be 
over  for  a  regular  fiege,  by  which  alone  he 
apprehended  it  could  be  taken.     But  a  new 
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enemy  arofe,  mbre  dreadful  to  New-England 
troops  at  this  time,  than  the  fwords  of  the 
French  or  the  tomahawks  of  the  Indians. 
This  was  the  nnall-pox,  which  broke  out  at 
Albany.  The  recruits  ordered  to  be  detached 
from  the  counties  of  Worcefter  and  Hamp- 
fhire,  after  meeting  with  a  check  in  their 
march  from  a  miftake  in  the  iffuing  of  the 
commiilicns  for  their  officers,  were  feized 
with  fuch  a  dread  of  this  diforder,  as  rendered 
any  fervice  fcarcely  to  be  hoped  for  from 
them  at  this  time  ;  and  the  army  at  Lake 
George,  then  on  the  wing,  was  not  much  lefs 
affedled  by  it.  The  General  Court  w^ere  lb 
imprelled  \vith  the  operation  which  it  w^ould 
probably  have  upon  the  levies,  that  they 
,  requefted  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  repre- 
ua.  2i^  fgj^t;  their  cafe  to  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  in 
order  that  their  march  might  be  counter- 
manded, as  there  was  much  more  probability 
of  mifchievous  than  good  confequences  en- 
fuing,  if  they  fhould  attempt  to  purfue  it* 

Their  affiftance  became  unneceflary  by  fht 
termination  of  the  campaign,  and  the  difmif- 
fion  of  the  provincial  forces,  excepting  the 
regiment  of  New- York,  on  the  i  ith.  of  No- 
vember ;  Fort  William-Henry  and  the  other 

polls 
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pofts  in  that  quarter,  being  then  left  garri- 
foned  by  the  regular  troops.  This  brought 
home  the  fiK  regiments  and  the  train  of 
MaiTachufetts,  and  made  it  neceffi\ry  to  devife 
new  ways  and  means  for  paying  their  wages. 
It  was  natural  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fame 
affiftance  which  was  obtained  the  lafl:  year 
under  fimilar  embarraflinents :  and  a  com- 
mittee having  been  appointed  to  wait  en 
Lord  Loudoun  upon  the  general  concerns  of 
the  war,  the  General  Court  initruded  them 
to  folicit  a  loan  to  enable  the  government  to 
do  juftice  to  the  foldiers,  and  fupport  the  J^""""^^'- 
public  credit.  But  his  anfwer  was,  that  the 
fupport  of  the  regular  forces  v/ould  call  for 
all  the  public  money  which  was  then  in  the 
treafury,  and  that  a  compliance  with  the  de- 
fire  of  the  Province  w^ould  therefore  greatly 
prejudice  his  Majefty's  fervice. 

The  propofed  expedition  up  theKennebeck, 
in  order  to  deftroy  the  fettlement  adjoining 
the  river  Chaudiere,  terminated  only  in  a 
fcouting  party,  which  explored  the  country ; 
and  feems  to  have  been  undertaken  rather 
from  circumflances  that  occurred  in  the  courfe 
of  the  fummer,  than  as  a  part  of  the  great  plan 
originally  projected.     The  Indians,  as  ufual, 
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kept  up  their  lurking  warfare  on  the  frontiers, 
and  not  without  execution.  In  the  month 
of  April,  a  fmall  party  of  them  waylaid  a 
field  at  New-Marblehead,  where  the  inhabit- 
ants were  at  work,  killed  one  man  and 
wounded  another.  A  detachment  immedi- 
ately iffued,  and  purfued  them  fo  clofely  as 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  firing  upon  them, 
but  fucceeded  no  further  than  to  take  five  of 
their  packs.  Another  party  entered  Win- 
chendon  in  June,  and  took  Mr.  Jofiah  Fofter 
and  his  family.  A  purfait  was  not  ordered, 
left  the  captives  Ihould  be  killed.  In  the  fame 
month  a  bolder  attempt  was  made  atFortHali- 
fax.  As  two  of  the  garrifon  were  catching  fifh 
at  the  Falls,  four  Indians  fired,  and  wounded 
them  mortally.  One  returned  the  fire,  and 
the  affiftance  from  the  fort  was  fo  quick  as  to 
prevent  their  being  fcalped.  Thefe  attacks 
induced  the  General  Court,  in  addition  to 
the  fcouting  parties  eftabliflied  throughout  the 
eaflern  country,  to  fend  a  fmall  force  in  whale- 
boats  up  the  river  Amarifcoggin,  to  furprizc 
the  enemy,  fo  as  to  prevent  their  coming 
down  in  the  fall  from  New  Norridgewock,  the 
hunting  ground  of  the  Indians,  and  by  which 
thofe  in  the  French  intereft,  travelled  to  ap- 
proach   the  frontiers.     This  party  meeting 

with 
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with  no  enemy,  took  the  courfes  and  diftances 
of  the  river  to  the  extent  of  about  eighty-five 
miles,  and  fuch  other  obfervations  as  occurred 
relating  to  the  nature  and  ftate  of  the  country. 
On  the  firft  of  November,  when  the  fcouts 
were  directed  to  be  difmiffed,  the  government 
ordered  the  enliftment  of  150  men,  to  ferve 
four  weeks  in  ranging  the  hunting  grounds  of 
the  Indians,  between  the  eaftern  frontiers  and 
Canada. 

In  the  tranfatlantic  incidents  of  a  parlia-  BoUan'sLct- 
mentary  nature,  affedling  the  Province  of  ^^^*^^y^9' 
Maffachufetts  Bay,  in  common  with  the  other 
Britifh  plantations,  it  is  necejiliry  to  mention 
the  continuation  of  the  law  called  the  Sugar 
Ad:,  for  the  term  of  three  years.  This  law, 
being  a  temporary  one,  was  made  in  the  fixth 
year  of  the  reign  of  George  11.  for  the  better 
fecuring  and  encouraging  the  trade  of  his 
Majefty's  fugar  Colonies  in  America,  and  had 
been  continued  from  time  to  time  until  the 
prefent  year.  The  fubftance  of  it  was  grant- 
ing a  tax  of  nine  pence  a  gallon  on  rum  and 
fpirits,  fix  pence  a  gallon  on  molaffes  and  fyr- 
ups,    and  five  (hillings  a  hundred  v/eight  on  ^ 

fugars  and  paneles   made  in  the  American 
plantations  not  belonging  to  his  Majefty  ;  to 

be 
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be  paid  on  importation  into  the  Britifli  plan- 
tations, before  landing.  The  importation  of 
fugars,  &c.  except  thofe  of  the  Britifh  plan- 
tations, into  Ireland,  was  alfo  prohibited,  unlefs 
ftiipped  in  Great-Britain  ;  and  a  drawback 
was  allowed  on  them  in  cafe  of  exportation  : 
The  necefTaiy  forfeitures  were  provided,  and 
made  recoverable  in  the  court  of  admiralty, 
or  any  court  of  record.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  that 
a  tax  founded  on  the  principle  of  regulating 
and  encouraging  manufactures,  was  too  con- 
venient an  inftrumentfor  the  purpofe  of  gen- 
eral revenue  to  be  fuffered  to  expire  ;  and 
the  motive  for  continuing  it,  may  w^ell  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  founded  rather  upon  the 
principle  of  taxing  the  molaffes  trade,  than 
upon  the  complaints  of  the  Weft-Indian  fugar 
planters. 

The  petition  which  the  General  Court,  in 
their  folicitude  to  relieve  the  burdens  of  the 
people,  had  directed  to  be  prefented  to  the 
King,  requefting  that  the  forts  within  the 
Province  might  be  garrifoned  at  the  national 
expenfe,  was  checked  by  their  agent,  who 
requefted  the  annulling  of  his  inftru£lions 
yciian'sLet-  upou  this  fubjcft.  Hc  fubmittcd  it  to  their 
confideration  whether,  if  their  requeft  fhould 

be 
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be  granted,  the  garrifon  would  not  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown,  with  the  entire  direc- 
tion of  every  thing  relating  to  it  :  whether 
it  would  not  in  time  produce  a  claim  to  the 
immediate  jurifdidion  and  property  of  the 
country  protected  by  it  ;  and  whether  this 
would  not  make  an  important  breach  in  the 
unity  and  extent  of  the  power  of  government 
now  exercifed  under  the  charter  over  the 
whole  Province  :  whether  the  crown  would 
at  that  time  of  expenfe,  take  upon  it  the  par- 
ticular charge  of  maintaining  Fort  Halifax, 
without  having  further  views.  He  alfo  fub- 
mitted  it  to  their  opinion,  whether,  as  the 
French  from  poflefling  the  eaftern  parts  pf  the 
Province  might  gain  the  whole  of  it,  and  even 
the  whole  of  the  continent,  the  beft  fecurity 
againft  this  would  not  be  to  fettle  thofe  parts  ; 
and  whether  it  did  not  appear  from  experi- 
ence, that  the  ufe  of  regular  troops  had  the 
greateft  tendency,  at  all  times,  to  advance  the 
fettlement  of  a  new  country  :  and  generally, 
whether  the  application  to  the  crown  to  gar- 
rifon the  forts,  was  not  a  departure  from  the 
Handing  policy  of  the  Province.  Thefe 
apprehenfions  were  obviated  by  the  various 
cxpenfes  of  the  war,  which  did  not  admit  of 

the 
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the  mother  country  engaging  in  fuch  a  plan 
to  bridle  her  Colonies. 

Among  the  worthy  men  who  lamented  the 
public  troubles,  and  who  were  not  permitted 
to  view  the  diftant  bleffings  of  peace,  we  ought 
not  to  omit  mentioning  the  pious  and  benev- 
olent Jofiah  Willard,  Efq.  Secretary  of  the 
Province,  who  died  on  the  lixth  of  December. 
He  filled  that  office  near  forty  years,  and  part 
^d  mT.^  *  of  the  time  difcharged  the  duties  of  a  Coun- 
lZTon%  fellor,  and  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  in  connexion  with  it.  An  aflemblage 
of  good  qualities  ferved  to  difplay  in  him, 
with  peculiar  happinefs,  the  operation  of  the 
moral  and  religious  principles  of  his  forefath- 
ers, and  rendered  his  death  univerfally  regret- 
ted, in  particular  by  thofe  who  were  mofl: 
attached  to  the  ancient  fyftem  of  manners, 
now  about  to  yield  to  a  general  change  in  the 
order  and  opinions  of  fociety. 
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UDGE  MINOT  fprung  from  an  old  and 
refpedable  family,  and  was  born  in  Bofton  in  the  month 
of  December,  1758. 

After  obtaining  the  advantages  of  a  collegiate  educa- 
tion, and  purfuing  the  regular  routine  of  ftudy,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1782.  He  foon  after  became  a 
magiftrate,  and  for  feveral  years  Judge  of  Probate.  He 
was  the  firft  Judge  of  the  municipal  court  in  the  town  of 
Bofton ;  and  in  all  the  offices  he  filled  obtained  the  repu- 
tation of  an  upright  and  impartial  difpenfer  of  the  laws. 
He  was  temperate  and  cautious  in  difcuffion,  firm  and 
humane  in  his  declfions.  He  was  the  author  of  feveral 
publications  that  merited  and  met  general  approbation. 
He  had  nearly  completed  a  fecond  volume  of  his  Hiftory 
of  MafTachufetts,  when  he  was  fuddenly  called  from  his 
literary  labours  to  receive  the  reward  prepared  for  the 
juft.  He  had  intended  continuing  his  Hiftory  to  the 
commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war,  had  health  and 
life  been  fpared  him.  Having  reached  that  happy  inde- 
pendence, which  entitled  him  to  pofTefs  the  otlum  cum  dig» 
mtate,  he  died  and  left  a  charader  that  will  be  often  quo- 
ted, by  a  large  circle  of  literary  friends,  who  loved  him 
for  his  virtues,  and  admired  him  for  talents,  which  time 
will  no  otherwife  afFei5t  than  to  appreciate. 


CONTENTS. 


CHAP.     I. 

li^ILITjiRT  Council  held  at  Bojlon — Number  of  the 
^  troops  raifed  in  the  feveral  Colonies  of  Netu-En' 
gland  for  the  year  I'l^']— 'Death  of  Lieutenant-Go'v- 
ernor  Phips — Governor  Poivnall  arrives — Fort  Will* 
iain  Henry  taken  by  the  French — Controverfy  hetiveen 
Lord  Loudoun  and  the  government  of  Majfachufeits 
rtfpe&ing  the  right  of  quartering  troops — General  Court 
pafs  a  bankrupt  a£t — Adverfe  Jlate  of  affairs  at  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1757.  -  -  -  9 

CHAP.     II. 

Louifhourg  taken  hy  General  Amherfl  1758 — Fort  Fron- 
tenac  taken  by  CoL  Bradftreet — French  evacuate  Fort 
Du  Quefne — Unfuccefsful  attack  on  Ticonderoga — 
Death  of  Lord  Vifcount  Hotve — General  Court  of 
Majfachufetts  ereSl  a  monument  to  his  memory — Attempt 
of  the  French  on  a  fort  at  George's  defeated — Bank^ 
rupt  laiu  difapproved  by  the  King — Plan  of  military 
operations  for  the  year  1 759 — Number  of  troops  voted 
to  be  raifed  in  Maffachufetts — Meffage  to  the  Governor ^ 
flating  the  circumflances  of  the  Province — Fort  Pow- 
nail  on  Penobfcot  river  ereded — Succefs  of  the  Briti/Ji 
arms  in  Canada.  -  -  -  35 

CHAP.     III. 

Number  of  troops  voted  to  be  raifed  in  the  Province  for 
the  year  1 760 — Great  fire  in  Boflon — Peace  concluded 
ivith  the  Penobfcot  Indians — Popularity  of  Governor 
Poivnall — Embarks  for  England — Controverfy  be- 
tween the  Council  and  Houfe  refpeBing  the  mode  ofpajf 
ing  the  Treafurer*s  accounts — Reafoning  of  Mr.  Agent 
Bollan  on  the  rule  for  apportioning  the  grants  of  Par- 
liament among  the  fever al  Colonies,         -  -  ^(S 


VI 


CONTENTS- 
CHAP.    IV. 

Governor  Bernard  arrives — Syjiem  of  colonial  admtntf- 
f ration  adopted  by  the  Britijh  mini/lers — Parties  in  the 
Province — Controverfy  refpeSing  the  oncers  of  the  cuf- 
toms — Difputes  on  the  fuhjeB  of  ivrits  of  ajjiflance — 
and  on  making  gold  a  tender,  "  •  73 

CHAP.    V. 

Bill  for  making  gold  a  tender  pajfed — Salaries  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supcriour  Court  reduced — Mr,  Bollan 
dif miffed f  and  'Jafper  Mauduit^  ^f'J'  appointed  agent—- 
Attempt  to  exclude  the  Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court 
from  a  feat  in  the  Legiflature — Arguments  on  the  fub- 
jeB — Military  events — Debate  between  the  Governor 
and  Houfe  ref peeing  the  employment  of  the  armed  pro- 
vincial  floop,  -  -  -  -  107 

CHAP.    VI. 

Peace  in  1763 — Enmity  of  parties — Ecclefiaflical  dif 
pute — Plan  for  taxing  the  Colonies — Ads  of  trade  en-- 
forced — Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
thereupon — Indian  war — Injlrudions  to  the  Agent 
againfl  taxing  the  Colonies  and  enforcing  the  aBs  of 
trade — Harvard-Hall  burnt,  -  -  129 

CHAP.     VII. 

Ad  for  raifng  a  revenue  in  the  Colonies  pajfed' — Opinions 
and  arguments  of  the  oppojite  parties  on  the  fubjeS — 
Gbjeffions  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  contained  in 
their  injlrudicns  to  their  agent — Committee  chofen  to 
tvrite  to  the  AJfenMies  of  the  other  Colonies — Meafures 
refarted  to  by  the  people  :  ajfociation  for  the  non-con- 
fumption  of  Br'itijlo^  and  encouragement  of  their  onvn, 
manufadures — Governor  repeat ed^  prorogues  the  Gen- 
eral Court — Clamours  againfl  him — Petition  of  the 
General  Court  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  -  153 


C  O  N  T  E  N  I'  S.  vii 

CHAP.     VIII. 

Di/pute  between  the  Council  and  Houfe  rcfpsdtng  the  form 
of  pajftng  a  refolve — Extraordinary  grant  to  the  Chief 
Jujlice  carried  hy  one  vote  only— Richard  Jackf on ^jun. 
chofen  agent  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Mauduit — Stamp  aSt 
paJed'—Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefntatives — 
Meeting  of  a  General  Congrefs  at  New-Torh  recom- 
mended—Delegates chofen  in  Majfachufetts — Ohferva- 
tions  on  the  minifterial  pretences  of  taxing  the  Colonies^ 
pullijlndat  Neiv^Tork—Refolutions  of  the  Virginia 
AJ[emhly—Aas  of  the  people— -Riots  in  Bojhn— Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Hutchinfon's  houfe  deftroyed,         -         192 

C  H  A  P     IX. 

Unfni/loed  •  •  .  .  22  j 


/ 


CONTINUATION  of   the   HISTORY 


OF    THE 


PROVINCE 


O  F 


MASSACHUSETTS    BAY. 


VOL.    11. 


CHAP.     I. 

Military  Council  held  at  Bofton — 'Number  of  the 
troops  raifed  in  the  feveral  Colonies  of  New-Eri" 
glands  for  the  year  ly  $y—^Death  of  Lieutenant" 
Governor  Phips — Governor  Pownall  arrives-^ 
Fort  William  Henry  taken  by  the  French — ContrO' 
•verfy  between  Lord  Loudoun  and  the  government 
of  Maffachufetts  refpeding  the  right  of  quartering 
troops — General  Court  pafs  a  bankrupt  a6i — Ad^^ 
verfejlate  of  affairs  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1757. 

X  HE  difcovery  of  America,  which  ftlmu-    1757. 
lated  genius  to  fo  many  efforts  in  the  ufeful 
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commerce,  increafed  alfo  a  thirft  for  domin- 
ion, and  the  deftrudtive  confequences  of  war. 
The  two  great  rival  nations  of  Europe,  after 
meafuring  their  ftrength  for   centuries,  by 
regular  contefls  in  their  own    neighbour- 
hood, where  the  hiftory  of  every  poft  was 
the  key  to  its  ftrength,  and  detailed  the  rifk 
and  manner  of  fubduing  it,  were  now  haz-» 
arding   the    conteft   on    a    very    different 
ground, — in  a  country  fo  little  explored,  as 
to  make  it   extremely  difficult  to  operate 
fyftematically,    and  too  recently   fettled  to 
afford    a  juft    calculation    of  its   ftrength. 
How  to  preferve  what  had  been  acquired, 
and  how  to  encroach  upon  a  hoftile  territo- 
ry, became  the  favourite  fcience  of  ambition, 
and  engaged  the  talents  of  the  ableft  minif- 
ters  in  Europe  ;  whilft  the  fcene  of  adion 
invited  military  enterprife  to  difplay  its  in- 
genuity in  furmounting  the  natural  obftruc- 
tions  of  a  wildernefs,  and  in  engaging  the 
alliance   of  the   wavering   natives.      In  a 
ftruggle  conducted  at  fo  great  a  diftance, 
and  under  fuch  circumftances  of  uncertain- 
ty, it  was  not  to  be  expefted  that  a  plan  of 
aftion  could  be  ftruck  out,  either  permanent 
in  its  principles,  or  decifive  in  its  advan- 
tages.    The  great  Commoner  of  England, 

now 
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now  introduced  at  the  head  of  the  minlftry, 
with  that  mafculine  force  of  genius,  which 
exalted  his  adminiftration,  determined  to  aft 
offenfively  againft  the  French,  and  to  meet 
them  in  Canada.  To  forward  his  fyftem, 
he  refolved  to  fupport  the  Colonies  with  an 
ample  force,  to  banifh  all  jealoufy  arifing 
from  narrow  ideas  of  compenfation,  and  to 
diredt  the  national  ftrength  into  the  chan- 
nel, where  it  moft  readily  inclined  to  flow 
and  rife  to  its  fummit,  by  the  operations  of 
the  navy.  The  efFe<£ls  of  his  counfels,  how- 
ever, were  not  to  be  immediately  realized. 
Another  year  was  deftined  to  crown  the 
arms  of  France  with  exultation,  flattering 
indeed  for  a  time,  but  the  prefage  of  her 
final  chagrin  and  ruin  in  Anierica, 

The  internal  arrangements  among  the 
Britifli  Colonies  for  profecuting  the  war 
were  taken  into  confideration  at  an  early 
period.  The  annual  military  Council,  hav- 
ing been  once  held  at  Alexandria,  and  after- 
wards at  New-York,  was  this  year  convened 
at  Bofton.  Lord  Loudoun,  arriving  there 
on  the  nineteenth  of  January,  was  received 
by  Governors  Lawrence  from  Nova-Scotia, 
Fitch    from    Connecticut,  Hopkins   from 

Rhode-Ifland, 
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Rhode-Ifland,  and,  In  the  abfence  of  the 
Governor  of  Maffachufetts,  by  a  commif- 
fion  from  that  Province  :  this  was  filled  by 
Thomas  Hutchinfon  the  future  Governor, 
William  Brattle,  Thomas  Hubbard,  John 
Otis,  and  Welles,  Efquires. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  addrefled  the 
Council  in  a  fpeech,  exculpating  himfelf, 
and  afcribing  the  misfortunes  of  the  laft 
year  to  negled  in  omitting  to  inform  the 
miniftry  of  the  Crown-Point  expedition, 
with  which  they  had  not  been  made  ac- 
quainted, as  late  as  the  17th  of  May,  the 
day  on  which  he  left  England,  although  it 
had  been  refolved  on  by  the  General  Af- 
fembly  of  MafTachufetts  Bay  on  the  1 6th  of 
February  ; — to  the  number  of  forces  being 
lefs  than  had  been  agreed  on,  and  the  troops 
being  inferiour  to  thofe  of  former  years, 
which  had  obliged  him  to  join  them  to  the 
regulars  ; — to  the  difficulties  he  met  with  in 
connedling  thefe  different  bodies  of  troops, 
before  he  could  effect  which,  the  news  of 
the  capture  of  Ofwego  and  other  poffeffions 
on  the  lakes  arrived  ; — to  the  true  ftate  and 
circumftances  of  the  forts  and  garrifons 
there  not  being  reprefented  to  him  by  his 

predeceflbr  ^-— 
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predeceflbr ; — ^to  his  call  for  aid  not  being 
attended  to  otherwife  than  by  votes  of  af- 
femblies,  which  efFeded  nothing,  until  the 
arrival  of  the  Highlanders,  with  whom  he 
was  enabled  to  reinforce  the  provincials,  and 
by  that  means,  to  fave  them  from  an  attack, 
and  probably  a  defeat ;  and  fo  the  whole 
country  from  being  laid  open. 

He  propofed  a  contribution  from  the  Col- 
onies of  New-England  of  4000  men  only, 
which  he  conceived  they  could  not  think 
much  of,  confidering  the  expenfe  of  the 
crown  in  fupporting  fo  many  troops  for 
their  defence ;  and  he  gave  affurances  that 
they  fhould  be  employed  in  fuch  fervice,  as 
might  be  moft  congenial  to  their  habits. 

Thus   were   the  governments  of  New- 
England  exhorted  to  their  duty  by  a  re- 
proach upon  their  pall  fervices ;   and  their 
troops  undervalued  to  exalt  the  reputation 
of  the  foreign  regulars,  without  confidering 
that  the  only  brilliant  achievements  during 
this  war  had  been  effeded  where  the  pro- 
vincials alone  oppofed  the  enemy,  or  were 
aided  in  a  very  trifling  degree  by  the  king's 
troops ;  and  that  fuccefs  had  as  yet  reced- 
ed 
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cd  from  the  Englifh  arms,  almoft  in  a  dircfl: 
proportion,  as  the  latter  had  been  introduc- 
ed to  the  fervice. 

It  having  been  fettled  that  the  troops 
were  to  be  fupplied  with  provifions,  ammu- 
nition, and  artillery  ftores  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  crown,  and  that  they  were  to  ferve  for 
one  year,  without  local  reftridion  as  to  any 
particular  part  of  the  continent,  the  commif- 
fioners  agreed  to  raife  the  number  required. 
A  difficulty  fprung  up,  as  had  happened,  in 
fad:,  for  feveral  years  paft,  refpe<fling  the  pro- 
portions of  the  refpe^tive  Colonies.  Mafla- 
chufetts  laboured  under  a  much  greater  bur- 
then for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  than 
any  other  Colony.  Eight  hundred  men 
were  employed  by  her  in  this  fervice  befide 
three  hundred  in  vefTels  of  war.  This  con- 
fideration  out  of  the  queftion,  her  quota  of 
men  amounted  to  feventeen  hundred  and 
fifty.  Thefe  the  commiflioners  dared  not 
make  an  abfolute  agreement  to  raife,  but 
undertook  to  recommend  it.  Lord  Lou- 
doun, little  pleafed  at  feparate  propofitions 
from  any  Colony,  urged  another  apportion- 
ment on  his  own  authority  ;  and  at  his  mo- 
rion, it  was  fettled,  that  MafTachufetts  fliould 

raife 
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raife  1800  men,  Conne^icut  1400,  Rhode- 
Ifland  450,  and  New-Hampfhire  350,  to 
be  muftered  by  the  25th  day  of  March# 
He  likewife  propofed  many  particular  ar- 
rangements :  that  the  men  Ihould  be  raifed 
in  companies  of  120,  including  four  com- 
miffioned  officers  ;  that  there  fhould  be  one 
officer  to  command  from  each  Colony,  who 
might  convey  the  orders  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief  to  his  troops  ;  that  offences  not  of 
a  heinous  nature,  fhould  be  tried  by  provin- 
cial officers  alone,  and  higher  crimes  by 
them  and  regular  officers  conjoined,  with 
various  other  regulations. 

Whilft  the  plan  for  raifing  and  forward-  AprU  4. 
ing  the  forces  was  in  execution,  the  Hon. 
Spencer  Phips,  Efq.  Lieutenant-Governor 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province, 
died  at  Cambridge,  by  which  the  executive 
branch  of  the  government  devolved  upon 
the  major  part  of  the  Council,  according  to 
the  Conflitution.  He  was  born  of  parents 
in  private  life,  and  was  adopted  by  and 
made  heir  to  Sir  William  Phips,  the  fii'fl; 
governor  of  the  Province,  under  its  laft 
charter.  He  rofe  through  fucceffive  offices 
to  that  of  Lieutenant-Governor  in  the  year 
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1731 ;  and  continued  to  hold  it  without 
interruption,  ading  feveral  times  as  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  until  his  death.  He  is 
characterized  as  a  prudent,  diligent,  faithful, 
upright  man  in  the  various  ftations  which 
he  fuftained.*  It  is  faid  that  Governor 
Shirley's  difcountenancing  his  being  prefent 
in  Council,  when  not  eledled  a  member  of 
that  body,  gave  him  a  difguft,  and  led  him 
to  much  retirement,  and  an  averfion  to  the 
difplay  of  his  office  upon  other  occafions. 

The  Council  proceeded  in  the  neceflary 
affairs  of  the  government,  and  having  raifed 
all  the  men  required  by  Lord  Loudoun, 
eiFe£l:ed  their  march,  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Jofeph  Frye,  to  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, though  not  without  great  difficul- 
ty, from  the  want  of  money,  f      A  letter 

was 

*  Dr.  Appleton's  Sermon  on  his  death. 

f  The  eftabllfhment  for  the  pay  of  tlie   forces   was  as 

follows : 
ARMY. 

Colonel,             -  •           per  month,  18      o      o 

Lieutenant  Colonel,  •              -              15       o      o 

Major,             -  -             •             «            12       00 

Captain,              -  -             -              -80© 

Firft  and  Second  Lieutenant,  •              500 

Enfign,             •  «            •            •            3     10      o 

Chaplain,            -  -            •            m        6      S      o 
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Was  received  from  Mr.  Bollan,  informing  of 
the  appointment  of  Thomas  Pownall,  Efq.  to 
the  government  of  the  Province  ;    which 

induced 
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'    per  m©nth,  id 
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Surgeon,         -  - 

Surgeon's  Mate,  -  • 

Sergeant,  -  -  i 

Corporal,  -  -  i 

Drummer,  -  i  . 

Private,  -  i  . 

Gommlflary, 

To  the  firfl  Officer  over  the  forces,  in 
addition  to  Colonel's  pay,  for  his 
^    table,  -  -  w 

His  Secretary, 
Surgeon  General, 
"His  Mate,  -  i  ^ 
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Captain, 

Lieutenant,   - 

Mafter, 

Pilot, 

Chaplain,  - 

Mate, 

Carpenter, 

Gunner, 

Boatfwain, 

Gobper, 

Armourer, 

Coxfwain, 

Boatfwain*s  Mate, 

Steward,  i 

Cook, 

Quarter-Mafter, 

Seaman, 
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Ueview   of 
the  military 
operations 
ill  North 
America, 
&c.  1758. 


induced  the  Council  to  determine  upoti 
poftponing  important  bufmefs  until  his  ar- 
rival, and  to  recommend  to  the  Houfe  to 
take  meafures  for  his  reception. 

Governor  Pow^nall  had  been  private  fec- 
retary  to  Sir  Danvers  Ofborne,  Governor  of 
New-York;  and  v^as  at  this  time  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  Province  of  New-Jerfey. 
His  brother,  John  Pownall,  Efq.  was  one 
of  the  fecretaries  to  the  lords  of  trade, 
and  had  great  influence  on  American  af- 
fairs. When  he  firft  came  over  to  the 
country,  he  was  received  into  a  confidential 
connexion  with  Governor  Shirley,  who  fent 
him  to  the  government  of  New- York  for 
the  purpofe  of  foliciting  their  concurrence 
in  the  plan  againft  Crown-Point :  yet  he 
could  not  forget  his  difappointment,  occa- 
fioned  by  a  refufal  of  his  requeft  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Council  at  Alexandria,  and 
he  ranged  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  his  friend, 
adhering  to  the  party  of  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor De  Lancey  and  Sir  William  Johnfon, 
who  laboured  for  Shirley's  difmiffion  :  report 
adds  that  he  anticipated  the  communica- 
tions of  his  patron  to  the  miniftry  as  origi- 
nating from  himfelf.     It  is  highly  probable 

from 
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from  his  connexions  and  profpeds,  that  he 
confidered  his  appointment  to  this  govern- 
ment as  a  temporary  meafure,  introdudive 
of  further  promotion,  and  fubfervient  to  per- 
fonal  views.  However  this  might  have 
been,  he  entered  into  the  caufe  of  the  coun- 
try with  fpirit ;  and  if  he  difplayed  his  own 
merit  in  his  account  of  tranfadions  con- 
dud:ed  under  his  adminiftration,  they  were 
not  the  lefs  promotive  of  the  public  intereft. 
He  went  over  to  England  in  the  latter  end 
of  th^  year  1756,  immediately  after  the  dif- 
patches  containing  the  plan  of  operations 
for  the  next  campaign  ;  and  is  faid  to  have 
folicited  a  large  reinforcement  of  troops  for 
the  profecution  of  the  war  in  America. 
With  thefe  he  returned,  after  impreffing  a 
favourable  opinion  on  the  mind  of  the 
agent  of  the  General  Court,  by  the  llrong- 
eft  afTurances  of  his  determinations  to  pro- 
mote the  profperity  of  the  Province,  and  by 
exprefling  the  higheft  regard  for  its  liberties 
and  charter  privileges. 
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Pownall** 
Adminiftra- 
tion of  the 
Britifh  Col= 
onies. 


Bollan's 
M.  S.  Let- 
ter, March 
12.  ^157- 


The  fleet  in  which  he  embarked  and 
which  brought  the  forces,  with  George 
Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  to  Halifax,  was  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Holbourn.  After  touch- 
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ing  at  that  place  Governor  Pownall  arrived 
at  Bofton  on  the  3d  of  Aiiguft,  .when  hi? 
commiffion  was  publickly  read. 

The  addrefles  were  not  lefs  numerous, 
nor  lefs  flattering  perhaps,  than  upon  any 
former  occafion  of  the  fame  nature.  In  a 
few  days  he  performed  the  cereniony  of 
taking  pofTefTion  of  Caftle  William.  The 
garrifon  was  then  commanded  by  Sir  Will- 
iam Pepperell,  who,  upon  prefenting  the 
keys,  and  obferving  that  that  fortrefs  was 
the  key  of  the  Province,  gave  the  Governor 
an  agreeable  opportunity  of  complimenting 
this  conqueror  of  Louifhourg  :  "  The  in- 
tereft  of  the  Province,"  he  replied,  "  is  in 
your  heart  ;  I  fhall  therefore  be  always^ 
?oft.  Gazct.    glad  to  fee  the  keys  of  it  in  your  hands.'* 

The  commencement  of  Governor  Pow- 
nall's  adminiftration  happened  at  the  moft 
inaufpicious  period  of  the  war.  The  ene- 
my, after  having  made  a  very  formidable, 
though  unfaccefsful,  attack  on  Fort  William 
Hciiry  in  the  month  of  March,  advanced 
again  in  the  month  of  July,  previoufly  to 
the  reinforcing  army  of  the  Englifh  reach- 
ing the  continent,  with  about  9000  regu- 
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lar  and  irregular  troops,  and  invefted  the 
fbrt  on  the  third  of  Auguft. 

General  Webb,  the  commander,  perceiv- 
ing the  motions  of  the  enemy  towards  him, 
fent  from  Fort  Edward   for  the  immediate 
reinforcement  of  the  additional  number  of 
men  which  was  to  be  furnifhed  in  cafe  of 
emergency.      The  Governor,  although  he 
had  arrived  only  a  few  days  in  the  Province, 
immediately  ordered  forward  the  troop  and 
horfe,  and  put  a  fourth  part  of  the  militia 
under  the  command  of  Sir  William  Pep- 
perell  as    Lieutenant-General  of  the  Pro- 
vince, with  orders  to  affemble  the  troops  at 
Springfield  and  garrifon  the  frontiers ;  or, 
if  expedient,  with  their  exfiiit  (which  was 
made  neceffary  by  the  charter,  the  General 
Court    not   being  in   feflion    otherwife  to 
give  authority)  to  fend  off  reinforcements 
where  required.      He  gave  orders  alfo  to 
form  a  magazine  at  the  place  of  rendezvous ; 
and  if  the  enemy  fhould  approach  the  fron- 
tiers, to  order  the  wheels  to  be  ftruck  off 
from  all  waggons  weft  of  Connedlicut  Riv- 
er ;    to  drive  off  all  horfes,  to  order  in  all 
provifions  that  could  be  brought  away,  and 
to  deftroy  the  remainder. 

Col, 
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Col.  Munroe,  who  commanded  the  gar- 
rifon  at  Fort  William  Henry,  confifting  of 
between  2000  and  3000  regulars,  refilled 
the  enemy  with  fpirit,  until  the  9th  of  Au- 
guft,  when  feveral  cannon  having  been  burft, 
and  the  ammunition  much  exhaufted  with- 
out great  effect,  a  capitulation  was  entered 
into,  by  which  the  garrifon  was  allowed  to 
march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and  to 
be  protected  againft  the  Indians,  until  with- 
in the  reach  of  the  Englifh  at  Fort  Edward, 
The  breach  of  this  capitulation,  whether 
voluntary  or  unavoidable  on  the  part  of  the 
French,  was  a  moft  interefting  fubjeft  af 
reproach  at  the  time,  and  long  continued  to 
fill  the  Britifh  Colonifts  with   indignation 
and  horror.     A  great  part  of  the  prifoners 
were  pillaged  and  ftripped,  and   many  of 
them  murdered  by  the  favages.    Some  reach- 
.ed  Fort  Edward  in  a  fcattering  manner,  and 
others  returned  again  to  the  French.     The 
confequences  of  this  furrender  by  the  lofs  of 
ordnance,  ammunition,  provifions,  the  fhip- 
ping  on  Lake  George,  and  above  all,  the 
refped:  of  the  Indians,  was  truly  difaftrous. 

Such  was  the  arrangement  of  the  regular 
forces  that  this  formidable  invafion  was  only 

to 
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to  be  repelled  by  muftering  the  militia, 
which  was  neceflarily  a  flow  operation. 
From  MafTachufetts  Worthington's,  Will- 
iams's, Ruggles's  and  Chandler's  regiments 
marched  under  the  orders  aforementioned ; 
and  the  fervice  was  fo  generally  and  zeal- 
oufly  entered  into,  as  to  leave  the  weftern 
part  of  the  Province  in  a  weak  and  danger- 
ous flate  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  The  enemy 
not  proceeding  againfl  Fort  Edward,  the 
march  of  the  militia  was  accompanied  with 
no  other  effect  than  the  operation  which  it 
may  have  had  in  conjundion  with  other 
caufes  to  prevent  fo  important  a  blow. 

Whilfl  the  French  were  about  moving  in 
fuch  force  againfl  the  forts  at  the  weftward, 
Lord  Loudoun  and  Sir  Charles  Hardy  em- 
barked at  New- York  with  6000  men  upon 
an  expedition  againfl:  Louifbourg  from  Hal- 
ifax. This  attempt,  undertaken  at  fo  much 
expenfe  to  the  trade  of  the  Colonies  by 
means  of  an  embargo  which  it  occafioned, 
and  to  the  arms  and  honour  of  the  nations, 
it  was  at  lafl:  agreed  from  the  increafed 
fl:rength  of  the  French  at  Louifl^ourg,  to 
poftpone  to  the  next  year  ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Province  of  Nova-Scotia  was 

galled 
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galled  by  the  French,  who  fled  from  the 
New-England  troops  in  the  year  1 755  froni 
the  mouth  of  the  River  St.  John,  and  up 
the  Petjecojack,   where  they  had   made   a 
fixed  ftand  ;  and  were  always  ready  to  joint 
either  Indians  or  Canadians  for  the  purpofe 
of  invading    the    Englifh    fettlements,   yet 
Boiian'sLet-    without  attempting  even  to  diflodge  them, 
May  4?"'      ^^  ^^^  3^^^  ^^  Auguft  the  commaudcrs  re- 
1738.  turned  to  New- York  to  realize  the  triumph 

of  the  French.  They  brought  with  them 
fuch  a  body  of  troops  as,  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod, might  have  prevented  it,  but  which 
could  now  eifed:  nothing  more  than  to  fave 
expenfe,  by  difmiffing  the  provincials,  ex- 
cepting a  few  companies  of  rangers. 

Notwithftanding  Lord  Loudoun  had  con- 
tended little  with  the  enemy  in  the  field  ; 
yet  he  was  much  embarrafled  by  a  contro- 
verfy  which  he  entered  into  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  Maffachufetts,  and  which  muft 
have  been  lefs  grateful  to  a  military  com- 
mander than  a  conflid  with  the  fword. 
The  fubjedt  of  the  difpute  was  on  the  right 
of  quartering  troops.  Upon  information 
from  the  Governor,  that  a  regiment  of 
Highlanders  was  expected  in  Boflon,  the 

General 
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General  Court  provided  barracks  for  the 
accommodation  of  1000  men  at  Caftle-Ifl- 
and,  not  as  an  expenfe  which  could  of  right 
be  demanded  of  the  inhabitants,  but  as  an 
advance  of  money  on  the  national  account. 
Soon  afterwards  feveral  officers  arrived  from 
Nova-Scotia  to  recruit  their  regiments,  which 
could  not  be  done,  if  they  were  to  be  lodg- 
ed in  the  barracks  at  the  Caftle.  They 
made  application  to  the  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  to  quarter  and  billet  them,  as  pro- 
vided by  2lQl  of  Parliament  ;  but  met 
with  a  refufal,  on  the  principle,  no  doubt, 
that  the  adt  did  not  extend  to  this  coun- 
try. In  confequence  of  this  Lord  Lou- 
doun fent  a  letter  (Nov.  15,  1757)  infift- 
ing  peremptorily  on  the  right  demanded,  as 
the  a6l  for  quartering  did,  in  his  opinion, 
extend  to  America,  and  every  part  of  his 
Majefty's  dominions,  where  the  neceffities 
of  the  people  Ihould  oblige  him  to  fend 
thofe  troops,  either  for  the  defence  of  thofe 
dominions,  or  the  protedion  of  his  fubjedts. 
After  defcanting  largely  on  the  queftion,  he 
concluded  in  the  following  decifive  manner : 
That  having  ufed  gentlenefs,  patience,  and 
confuted   their    arguments    without   effedt, 

they 
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they  having  returned  to  their  firft  miflaken 
plan,  their  not  complying  would  lay  him 
under  the  neceflity  of  taking  meafures  to 
prevent  the   w^hole    continent    from  being 
thrown  into  confufion.       As  nothing  was 
wanting  to  fet  things  right,  but  the  Juftices 
doing  their  duty  (for  no  a£t  of  the  Affem- 
bly  was  necelTary  or  wanting  for  it)  he  had 
ordered  the  meffenger  to  remain  only  48 
hours  in  Bofton  ;  and  if,  on  his  return,  he 
found  things  not  fettled,  he  would  inftantly 
order  into  Bofton  the  three  battalions  from 
New-York,  Long-Ifland,  and  Connedicut ; 
and,  if  more  were  wanting,  he  had  two  ia 
•the  Jerfeys  at  hand,  befide  thofe  in  Pennfyl- 
vania.       As  public  bufinefs  obliged  him  to 
take  another  rout,  he  had  no  more  time  left 
to  fettle  this  material  affair,  and  muft  take 
the  neceffary  fteps  before  his  departure,  in 
cafe  they  were  not  done  by  themfelves. 

What  an  honourable  employment  would 
it  have  been  for  a  Britifh  army,  when  the 
enemy  was  beating  them  from  their  outpofts, 
to  have  made  a  retrograde  march  upon  the 
Colonifts,  whom  they  came  to  protect,  and 
whofe  levies  and  militia  in  fad  proteded 
ibemy  in  order  to  eftablifh  the  right  of  re- 
cruiting 
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cruiting  officers  to  be  billeted  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  Bofton  under  an  ad:  of  Parlia- 
ment ! 

The  General  Court  paffed  a  law.      This 
law  was  fhort  of  Lord  Loudoun's  expecta- 
tions, which  he  failed  not  to  communicate 
by  a  letter,  which  the  Governor  laid  before 
the  Affembly.     They  anfwered  it  by  an  ad- 
drefs  to  his  Excellency,  in  which  the  fpirit 
of  their  forefathers  feemed  to  revive.     They 
again  aflerted  that  the  parts  of  the  ad  of 
Parliament  relating  to  this  fubjeCt  did  not 
extend   to  the  Colonies  and   Plantations ; 
and  that  they  had  therefore  enlarged  the 
barracks  at  the  Caftle  to  accommodate  the 
number  recommended,  and'pafled  a  law  for 
recruiting  parties  as  near  the  ad:  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  the  nature  of  the  country  and  its 
fettlements  would  admit  :    that  fuch  a  law 
was  neceflary  to  give  power  to  the  magif- 
trates,  and  they  were   willing  to  make  it, 
when  the  troops  were  neceflary  for  their 
protedion  and  defence.   They  aflerted  their 
natural  rights  as  Engliflimen  :    that  by  the 
royal  charter,  the  powers  and  privileges  of 
civil    government   were  granted  to  them: 
that  the  enjoyment  of  thefe  was  their  fup- 

port 
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port  under  all  burdens,  and  would  animate 
them  to  refift  an  invading  enemy  to  the  laft 
breath,  as  their  lofs  or  hazard  would  difpirit 
them.      If  their  adherence  to  thefe  rights 
and  privileges  in  any  meafure  leflened  the 
efteem  which  his  Lordfhip  had  conceived 
for  them,  it  would  be  their  great  misfortune  ; 
but  that  they  would  have  the   fatisfaftion 
of  refleding,  that  both  in  their  words  and 
adions  they  had  been  gov^erned  by  a  fenfe 
of  duty  to  his  Majefty  and  faithfulnefs  to 
the  truft  committed  to  them.     This  addrefs 
being  forwarded  with  afTurances  from  the 
Governor,  Lord  Loudoun  affeded  to  rely 
on  them  for  making  the  matter  of  quarters 
eafy  in  future.       He    countermanded    the 
march  of  the  troops,  and  condefcended  to 
make  fome  conciliatory  obfervations  refpeft- 
ing  the  zeal  of  the  Province  in  his  Majefty's 
fervice.      For  thefe  he  received  a  very  am- 
ple return  by  a  meffage  from  the  two  Houfes 
to  the  Governor,  wherein  they  explained 
their  law  to  have  been  made  not  to  enforce 
an  adt  of  Parliament,  but  to  fupply  meaf- 
ures  in  a  cafe  where  it  did  not  reach  them  : 
That  they  were  willing  by  a  due  exercife 
of  the  powers  of  civil  government,  to  re- 
move as  much  as  might  be  all  pretence  of 

the 
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the  neceflity  of  military  government.  Such 
meafures  they  were  fure  would  never  be 
difapproved  of  by  the  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain,  their  dependence  upon  which  they 
never  had  a  thought  of  lejfening  :  That  the 
authority  of  all  ads  of  Parliament,  which 
concerned  the  Colonies  and  extended  to 
them,  were  ever  acknowledged  in  all  courts 
of  law,  and  made  the  rule  of  all  judicial 
proceedings  in  the  Province  ;  that  there  was 
not  a  member  of  the  General  Court,  nor 
did  they  know  of  an  inhabitant  within  the 
bounds  of  the  government,  who  ever  quef- 
tioned  this  authority. 

To  prevent  any  ill  confequences  that 
might  arife  from  their  holding  fuch  princi- 
pies,  they  then  utterly  difavowed  them,  as 
they  lliould  readily  have  done  at  any  time 
pafl,  had  there  been  occafion  for  it  :  and 
-they  prayed  that  his  Lordfliip  might  be  ac- 
quainted therewith,  that  they  might  appear 
in  a  true  light,  and  that  no  imprefhons 
might  remain  to  their  difadvantage. 

So  condefcending  was  the  termination  of 
a  difpute,  which  feemed  to  rife  to  haughti- 
nefs  and  afperity  on  one  part,  and  to  zeal 

and 
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and  independence  on  the  other.  Mutual 
intereft,  without  doubt,  conduced  it  to  this 
channel.  After  being  worfted  on  the  fron- 
tiers, and  baffled  in  a  projeded  expedition 
againft  Loulfbourg,  Lord  Loudoun  would 
have  made  a  lamentable  end  of  his  com- 
mand, by  continuing  a  controverfy  with  the 
principal  Colony  in  the  war  upon  a  confti- 
tutional  queftion,  which  perhaps  could  not 
have  been  fettled  with  lefs  difficulty,  than 
thofe  of  a  like  nature  in  preceding  times : 
^  whilft  the  Province  on  the  other  hand  was 

not  unmindful  of  the  neceffity  which  it  was 
under,  to  conduft  on  every  fubjeft  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  not  to  forfeit  the  expeded  reim- 
burfement  from  the  Parliament. 

The  Governor  had  not  any  agreeable 
communications  to  make  to  the  General 
Court,  upon  his  convening  them  in  the  mid- 
dle of  Auguft.  He  fhewed  that  the  contro- 
verfy between  France  and  Great-Britain  was 
no  longer  on  the  queftion  of  boundaries, 
but  involved  the  fate  of  the  two  govern- 
ments :  that  on  the  Colonies  the  fleets 
greatly  depended  ;  and  on  the  naval  domin- 
ion of  the  mother  country  depended  her 
freedom,  and  the  exiftence  of  thefe  her  Col- 
onies 
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onies  as  a  people.  He  laid  before  them 
evidence  to  fliew  the  circumftances  of  the 
country,  when  he  arrived  in  it,  the  difaf- 
trous  events  which  afterwards  took  place, 
and  the  fubfequent  meafures  which  he  pur- 
fued  :  and  communicated  alfo  Mr.  Secretary- 
Pitt's  and  Vice-Admiral  Holbourn's  views 
of  the  neceffary  aid  to  the  navy. 

The  military  arrangements  for  the  year 
having  already  been  made,  and  the  feafon  be- 
ing too  far  advanced  to  admit  of  entering 
on  any  additional  plan  of  operations,  little  * 
feemed  to  be  left  for  the  legiflature  to  do 
for  remedying  the  misfortunes  which  had 
happened.  They  ftrengthened  the  fcouting 
parties  on  the  frontiers,  and  provided  quar- 
ters at  Caftle  William  for  1000  Highland- 
ers, who  were  expeded  from  England. 
With  refpedt  to  the  Governor,  after  a  con- 
gratulatory addrefs  from  each  Houfe,  they 
granted  jC^oo  to  defray  the  charge  of  tranf- 
porting  his  equipage,  and  the  ufual  fum  of 
;^I300  for  his  fupport.  The  diftrefles 
brought  upon  the  Province  by  the  war  had 
deranged  and  ruined  the  affairs  of  fo  many 
perfons  in  trade,  that  the  General  Court 
found  it  neceffary  to  pafs  a  bankrupt  ad:, 

fubjed 
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fubjed  however,  as  will  be  hereafter  more 
fully  obferved,  to  the  negative  of  the  King, 
by  the  general  refervation  in  the  charter. 
The  feflion  was  clofed  by  a  meffage  to  the 
Governor  refpeding  the  provifion  which 
had  been  made  for  quartering  troops,  in 
which  it  was  obferved,  that  there  w^ere  cer- 
tain limits  which  the  people  would  not  be 
able  to  exceed  ;  and  unlefs  his  Majefty 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  caufe  a  part 
of  the  great  fums  which  had  been  advanced, 
and  for  which  the  Province  was  in  debt,  to 
be  reimburfed,  that  it  would  be  impoflible 
for  the  government  to  contribute  to  the 
war  in  the  proportion  which  it  had  already 
done. 

Another  feflion  was  held  in  November, 
when  darknefs  feemed  to  be  wholly  fpread 
around  the  political  horizon.  The  enemy 
poflefled  almoft  every  poft  ;  they  were  mat- 
ters of  the  communication  through  the 
whole  continent ;  and  having  an  afcenden- 
cy  over  the  Indians,  by  means  of  their  inti- 
mate alliances  with  them,  might  be  faid  to 
command  the  country.  All  that  could  be 
oppofed  to  fuch  an  adverfe  ftate  of  affairs 
was  recommended  by  the  Governor  :    to 

cover 
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cover  the  frontiers  :  to  make  the  neceffary 
laws  for  rendering  the  militia  a  real  defence  : 
to  examine  into  the  refources  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  to  regulate  trade  on  the  principles 
of  induftry  and  economy.  As  to  ofTenfive 
meafures,  he  obferved,  that  he  knew  they 
would  be  ufelefs,  and  advifed  the  General 
Court  to  iave  the  ftrength,  to  collect  the 
force,  and  to  treafure  up  the  money  of  the 
Province,  until  God  fhould  call  them  out 
one  and  all,  to  wreak  his  vengeance  on  the 
breakers  of  the  peace,  the  French  in  Canada. 

The  Aflembly  aiming  at  a  fyftem  of  de- 
fence by  the  old  approved  plan  of  a  union, 
voted  to  fend  expreffes  to  each  of  the  New- 
England  governments  to  meet  by  commif- 
fioners  at  Boflon  to  concert  meafures  for 
their  mutual  protection  under  fuch  immi- 
nent danger.  This  plan,  as  will  be  mention- 
ed in  the  events  of  the  next  year,  was  check- 
.ed  and  defeated,  upon  principles  fomewhat 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  1 754  :  and  a  better  fecu- 
rity  was  realized  in  the  economical  manage- 
ment of  the  public  finances,  which,  upon 
the  fettlement  of  accounts,  left  a  balance  of 
more  than  jTgi^ooo  in  the  Province  treaf- 
ury,  after  difcharging  the  ordinary  expenfes. 

Vol.   II.  E  Although 
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Although  a  detail  of  the  Indian  warfare, 
from  the  peculiar  horror  which  it  infpires, 
be  highly  intereiling  to  the  people  of  the  | 
time  in  which  it  may  happen,  yet  to  fubfe- 
quent  generations,  v/hen  the  importance  of 
tranfadions  is  meafured  by  their  real  confe- 
quences,   it   becomes   tedious   and   trifling. 
Faithfulnefs,  how^ever,   to  the   undertaking  . 
which   w^e  have  begun,  requires  that  we 
fhould  not  wholly  omit  the  relation  of  thefe 
events.    We  fhall  therefore  obferve  in  fhort, 
that  the  Indians  on  the  frontiers  difcovered  | 
this  year,  their  ufual  lurking  fpirit  of  mif- 
chief,  and  not  without  receiving   chaftife- 
ment.       They  communicated  with  the  fort 
at  St.   George's,  by  flags  of  truce,  in  fuch  a 
numbers  as  excited  the  apprehenfions  of  the 
commander.     He   therefore    previoufly  to 
w.  Ldfner's    the  propofcd  return  of  a  large  party,  fent 

M.  S.  Jour-  ^  .  ,  .    ,  .  , 

naL  otit  twenty  men  m  the  night  time,   who 

came  upon  a  body  of  the  Indians,  and  firing 
enfued  on  both  fides.  In  the  refult  the  gar- 
rifon  came  off  with  a  fcalp,  having  one  man 
only  flightly  wounded. 


Jtr 
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CHAP.     II. 

Lout/hourg  taken  by  General  Amherjl  1758 — 
Fort  Frontenac  taken  by  CoL  Bradftreet — 
French  evacuate  Fort  D 11  ^efne — U?ifuc- 
cefsful  attack   on    TUconderoga — Death  of 
Lord  Vifcount   Howe- — General   Court  of 
Majfachufetts  ereEl  a  monument  to  his  mem- 
ory— Attempt  of  the  French  on  the  fort  at 
George  s   defeated — Bankrupt  law   difap- 
proved  by  the  King — Flan  of  military  ope- 
rations  for  the  year    1759 — Number    of 
troops  voted  to  be  rafed  in  Maffachufetts — 
Mejfage  to  the  Governor^  fating  the  cir- 
cum/iances  of  the  Province — Fort  Pownall 
Oft  Penobfcot  river  erected — Succefs  of  the 
Britifh  arms  in  Canada^ 

JL  HE  gloom,  which  hung  over  the  pub- 
lic affairs  in  the  winter  of  1757,  feemed  to 
be  diflipating  at  the  preparations  for  the  en- 
fuing  year.  The  chagrin  and  indignation 
excited  at  fo  many  unfuccefsful  campaigns 
roufed  the  courage  of  the  people,  and  mar- 
tialled  the  ftrength  of  the  Britifh  nation,  fo 
as  to  mature  it  for  aQion,  and  command 

that 
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that  crifis  which  turned  the  future  courfe  of 
the  war  in  their  favonr.  The  fupplies, 
which  the  French  defigned  to  fend  for  the 
fupport  of  their  troops  in  Canada,  were,  in 
fome  inftances,  blocked  up  in  their  ports  at 
home,  and  in  others,  Captured  at  fea.  Ad- 
miral Bofcawen  arrived  early  at  Halifax 
with  a  fleet,  carrying  about  i2,ooo  land 
forces,  commanded  by  General  Amherft 
wnth  the  aid  of  General  Wolfe,  to  inveft 
Louifbourg.  The  troops  of  the  laft  year 
formed  an  army  of  10,000  men,  headed  by 
Major  General  x'\bercrombie,  who  fucceed- 
td  Lord  Loudoun  as  Commander  in  Chief, 
to  advance  againft  Ticonderoga.  An  army 
of  5000  proceeded  in  the  trad  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Braddock,with  better  aufpices,  againft 
Fort  Du  Quefne,  under  General  Forbes : 
and,  ill  order  to  give  vigour  to  the  com- 
bined operations  of  the  regulars  and  provin- 
cials, the  diftindtions  between  their  officers 
were  taken  away. 

The  fpirit  of  the  mother  country  was 
fuccefsfully  rivalled  in  the  Colonies.  On 
the  receipt  of  Mr.  Pitt's  letter,  the  General 
Court  of  MafTachufetts  unanimoufly  voted 
to  augment  their  men  to  7000,  the  whole 

number 
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number  required,  of  whom  6925  adually 
marched  into  the  field,  notwithflanding  the 
large  proportion  of  artificers,  feamen,  and 
others,  which  they  had  already  furnifhcd 
for  the  fervice.  They  alfo  promifed  each 
man,  in  addition  to  his  pay  and  bounty,  £10 
upon  his  return,  provided  Canada  fhould  be 
reduced.  A  fubfcription,  which  had  been 
opened  for  encouraging  inliftments,  was  run 
up  to  near  ^^2 0,000  in  lefs  than  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  regiments  were  completed 
early  in  the  month  of  May.  The  tranfports 
for  carrying  the  troops  to  Halifax  were 
manned  and  prepared  for  failing  in  about 
fifteen  days  after  they  were  engaged.  In 
Ihort,  near  one  third  of  the  effedive  men  of 
the  Province  were  in  military  fervice  in 
fome  mode  or  other :  and  all  this  zeal  was  ^^^  ^^^ 
manifefted  after  the  moft  depreffing  difap- 
pointments,  and  a  burden  in  taxes,  which  ^Reco^d^f 
is  faid  to  have  been  fo  great  in  the  capital, 
as  to  equal  two  thirds  of  the  income  of  the 
real  eftates. 

The  attention  of  the  whole  country  was 
now  drawn  towards  Louiibourg,  the  field 
in  which  the  arms  of  New-England  had 
reaped  fo  much  honour  in  the  laft  war. 

On 
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On  the  28th  of  May  Admiral  Bofcawen 
failed  from  Halifax  with  a  large  fleet,  and 
an  army  under  the  command  of  General 
Amherft,  to  inveft  and  capture  this  fortrefs. 
He  arrived  in  two  days,  and  the  landing  of 
the  forces,  in  which  the  New- England  troops 
did  honour  to  themfelves  and  their  country, 
fence's  Let.  was  cfFeded  on  the  8th  of  June.  The  gar- 
rifon  furrendered  as  prifoners  of  war  on  the 
27th  of  July,  after  lofmg  upwards  of  1500 
men,  and  beholding  the  city  almoft  an  heap 
of  ruins.  General  Amherft  embarked  with 
about  thirty  tranfports,  filled  with  the  vi£to- 
rious  troops,  and  encamped  on  the  common 
in  Bofton,  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  on  his 
inarch,  which  he  purfued  after  three  days* 
reft,  to  the  weftern  forts.  The  extraordi- 
nary rejoicings  in  England  at  this  vidory, 
feemed  to  revive  the  honour  of  the  northern 
Britifh  Colonies,  as  the  former  conquerors 
of  Cape  Breton,  The  trophies  taken  were 
brought  in  proceflion  from  Kenfington  to 
St.  Paul's,  and  a  form  of  thankfgiving  was 
ordered  to  be  ufed  in  all  the  churches. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Englifh  arms  did  not 
terminate  in  the  taking  of  Louifbourg. 
Col.  Bradftreet  being  detached  by  General 

/      Abercrombie 
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Abercrombie  with  3000  men,  of  whom  only 
155  were  regulars,  took  the  important  fort 
of  Cadariqui  or  Frontenac,  and  the  French 
evacuated  Fort  Du  Quefne  on  the  Ohio, 
after  a  battle  with  an  advanced  party  of 
General  Forbes's  army.  Still  however,  Ti- 
conderoga,  the  great  objed:  of  New-En- 
gland's efforts,  remained  to  fcourge  the 
country.  An  attack  upon  the  enemy's  lines 
there  proved  unfuccefsful,  at  the  expenfe  of 
1608  regulars  and  334  provincials,  who 
were  either  killed  or  taken.  Among  the 
individuals,  who  fell  in  this  ineffectual  ex- 
pedition of  General  Abercrombie,  none  was 
more  lamented  than  Lord  Vifcount  Howe, 
to  whofe  fervices  and  military  virtues  the 
General  Court  paid  a  refpedtful  tribute,  by 
granting  £'^5^  flerling  for  erecting  a  mon- 
ument to  his  memory.* 

The 

*  This  monument  was  opened  in  Weftmmfter-Abbey. 
The  following  is  the  delcription  of  it.  On  the  top  is  a 
trophy  of  arms  in  fine  white  marble ;  and  on  a  flat  pyra- 
mid of  black  marble,  are  his  Lordfliip's  arms,  coronet  and 
creft  in  white  marble.  On  the  top  of  the  monument  fits 
the  figure  of  a  woman  in  a  melancholy  pofition,  reprefent- 
ing  the  Province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  and  under  it  is  the 
following  infcription  :  The  Province  of  MafTachufetts  Bay, 
in  New-England,  by  an  order  of  the  Great  and  General 
Court,  bearing  date  l^eb.  ift,  1759,  caufed  this  monument 
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The  force  of  the  Englifh  being  generally 
irrfefiftible,  where  it  operated  in  its  fuU 
ftrength,  the  French  made  attempts  to  dif- 
trefs  the  frontiers,  which  were  uncovered 
by  means  of  the  more  diftant  operations. 
Uniting  themfelves  with  the  Indians  of  St. 
John's  and  Penobfcot,  they  planned  an 
attack  upon  the  fort  and  fettlements  at 
George's.  Governor  Pownall  being  made 
acquainted  with  this  defign,  and  having  at 
command  fome  men,  who  were  intended  to 
be  joined  with  the  weftern  forces,  immedi- 
ately embarked  with  them  ;  and  took  the 
neceflary  quantity  of  ftores  and  ammuni- 
tion on  board  the  Province  fliip  King  George 
and  the  floop  Maffachufetts.  Thefe  troops 
lie  threw  into  the  fort  moft  opportunely  ; 
as,  on  the  day  after  he  left  it,  the  attack  was 
adually  made  by  about  400  of  the  enemy  : 
but  from  thefe  expeditious  and  fpirited  meaf- 

ures, 

to  be  erected  to  the  meinor>'  of  George  Auguftus,  Lord 
Vlfcount  Howe,  Brigadier-General  of  his  Majefty*s  forces 
in  America,  who  was  (lain  July  6,  1758,  on  his  inarch 
to  Ticonderoga,  in  the  •34th  year  of  his  age ;  in  teftimony 
of  the  fenfe  they  had  of  his  fervices  and  military  virtues, 
and  of  the  affection  their  officers  and  foldiers  bore  to  his 
command.  He  lived  refpeftcd  and  beloved  ;  the  public 
regretted  his  lofs  ;  to  his  family  it  is  irreparable. 

Gent,  Mag,  July,  1762. 
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ures,  the  garrifon  was  fo  well  prepared  to 
receive  them,  that  they  were  unable  to  make 
any  impreffion.  This  fervice  was  acknowl- 
edged in  grateful  terms  by  the  General 
Court,  and  was  thought  of  fo  highly  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  as  to  induce  him  to  affure  the  Gover-  Pownail's 
nor,  that  his  adivity  and  diligence  in  it  had  Pitt's  m.  s» 
met  with  the  King's  moft  particular  appro- 
bation* 

This  attempt  upon  the  fort  at  George^s 
together  with  an  attack  equally  unfuccefsful 
upon  a  fmall  fort  at  Colrain,  and  another  at 
Medumcook  where  eight  men  were  killed 
or  captured,  appears  to  conftitute  the  whole 
exertions  of  the  Indians  on  the  frontiers  the 
prefent  yean 

In  the  legal  hiftory  of  a  commercial  coun- 
tfy,  the  fortune  of  the  only  bankrupt  law, 
which  could  ever  be  obtained,  becomes  a 
matter  of  curiofity.  This  law,  having  been 
laid  before  the  King  for  the  royal  approba- 
tion, agreeably  to  the  charter,  was  referred 
to  the  lords  of  trade.  After  rhature  confid- 
eration,  they  gaVe  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
although  a  bankrupt  law  be  juft  and  equi- 
table upon  its  abftrad  principle,  yet  it  had 

alwayfj 
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always  been  found  in  its  execution  to  afford 
fuch  opportunities  for  fraudulent  practices, 
that  even  in  England,  where,  in  moft  cafes, 
the  whole  number  of  creditors  were  refident 
on  the  fpot,  it  might  well  be  doubted, 
w^hether  the  fair  trader  did  not  receive  more 
detriment  than  benefit  from  fuch  a  law. 
But  that  if  a  like  law  fhould  take  place  in 
a  Colony,  where  (as  they  were  informed) 
not  above  one  tenth  part  of  its  creditors^ 
were  refident,  and  where  that  fmall  propor- 
tion of  the  whole,  both  in  number  and  val- 
ue, might  (as  tinder  the  prefent  a£t  they 
might)  upon  a  commiflion  being  iffued,  get 
pofieflion  of  the  bankrupt's  effe£ts,  and  pro- 
ceed and  make  a  dividend  before  the  mer- 
chants in  England,  who  made  the  other 
nine  tenths  of  the  bankrupt's  creditors, 
could  even  be  informed  of  fuch  bankruptcy, 
it  was  eafy  to  forfee,  that  fuch  a  law  could 
be  beneficial  to  the  very  fmall  part  of  the 
creditors  refident  in  the  Colony  only,  and 
that  the  reft  of  them,  who  refided  in  En- 
gland, would  be  expofed  to  frauds  and  diffi- 
culties of  every  fort,  and  might  be  greatly 
injured  in  their  properties  ;  and,  for  thefe 
reafons  that  the  adr  fhould  forthwith  receive 
his  Majefty's  difallowance.     This  opinion 

;  prevailed, 
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prevailed,  and  the  law  was  accordingly  dif- 
approved  by  the  King,  to  the  great  incon- 
venience of  many  debtors,  who  had  actually 
furrendered  their  eflfeds  under  it  The 
General  Court  were  under  a  neceffity  of  in- 
terfering in  their  behalf,  by  ordering  the 
adlions  brought  againft  them  to  be  contin- 
ued until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1761, 
when  a  law  was  made  for  finiihing  fuch 
commiiEons,  as  had  been  commenced  dur- 
ing the  exiftence  of  the  late  rejeded  a6t, 
providing  remedy  for  bankrupts  and  their 
creditors. 

If  a  fenfe  of  fliame  and  defeat  excited  a  ^759= 
fpirit  of  exertion  in  Great-Britain  the  lall 
year,  the  fuccefs  which  had  followed  gave 
<an  extended  operation  and  renewed  vigour  ' 
to  her  eiforts  in  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  nine.  A  plan  was  purfued 
to  aflail  the  French  in  America,  in  every  di- 
reftion,  and  by  a  connexion  of  all  the  parts 
to  transfufe  the  efFedl  of  the  fuccefs,  which 
could  not  well  fail  to  happen  in  fome  quar- 
ter, throughout  the  whole  fyftem.  The  de- 
ftrudion  of  the  enemies'  poft  at  Ticonderoga, 
fo  unfuccefsfully  attacked  by  General  Aber- 
crombie,was  affignedto  12,000  men  under 

General 
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General  Amherft,  with  a  view  of  piercing 
into  Canada  by  the  Lakes  George  and 
Champlain  and  the  River  Sorell  down  to 
Quebec.  The  capture  of  this  city,  by  ad- 
vancing up  the  St.  Lawrence,  was  affigned 
to  an  army  of  about  9000  men,  under  the 
command  of  General  Wolfe,  and  a  fleet  un- 
der Admiral  Saunders.  The  important  pafs 
at  Niagara,  which  is  the  throat  of  the  north- 
weftern  divifion  of  the  American  Continent, 
was  afligned  to  Brigadier  General  Prideaux, 
with  the  aid  of  Sir  William  Johnfon,  who 
commanded  the  provincials  and  Indians. 

The  Colonifls,  young  and  exhaufted, 
could  not  keep  pace  with  the  parent  country 
in  a  war  now  protracted  to  a  fifth  campaign, 
without  a  more  prompt  and  punftual  aid  of 
money  than  fhe  had  afforded  them.  The 
compenfation  granted  to  the  Province  of 
Maflachufetts  Bay,  for  provifions  furnifhed 
to  the  King's  troops  in  the  year  1756,  had 
not  been  remitted;  the  exertions  of  1757 
were  never  noticed  ;  nor  had  the  vaft  and 
difproportionate  expenfes  of  the  laft  year 
^been  as  yet,  in  any  degree,  reimburfed.  The 
delays  and  precarious  decifions  of  the  public 
offices  in  apportioning  the  grants,  and  deliver- 
ing 
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ing  the  money,  when  apportioned,  gave  dit 
guft  and  difcouragement.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  ftrong  expedation  of  the  ftrenuous  ef- 
fort in  the  preceding  feafon  being  conclu- 
five,  greatly  abated  the  cfFedt  of  the  fuccefs 
which  ad:ually  enfued. 

When  therefore  the  Governor  recited  to 
the  General  Court  his  proceedings  in  the 
!aft  year,  the  promife,  in  their  anfwer,  to 
engage  in  further  meafures,  was  coupled 
with  an  intimation  of  their  reliance  on  the 
King's  bounty  for  relief.  At  the  next  fef- 
fion  which  was  held  in  the  month  of  March, 
he  ftated  to  them  that  the  kingdom  of  Great- 
Britain,  at  an  unbounded  expenfe,  and  by 
the  moft  vigorous  efforts,  was  refolved  to 
protect  and  maintain  the  caufe  of  Us  Colo?iies  ; 
and  his  Majefty  was  determined  to  make  a 
final  decifion  of  this  contefl  with  the  enemy 
in  America  :  that  compenfation  had  been 
made,  and  would  be  made,  for  this  year's 
fervices,  even  in  that  which  was  peculiarly 
■their  own  caufe  ;  that  he  had  acquainted  his. 
Majefty  with  their  addrefs,  fhewing  their 
readinefs  to  aid  in  promoting  his  fervice  to 
the  utmoft  of  their  abilities  :  that  this  was 
fH   crifis   whether   the   French   ufurpations 

fhould 
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ihould  be  ereded  into  a  kingdom,  or 
whether  the  Britifh  empire  in  America, 
fhould  be  eftablifhed  on  a  folid  and  lafting 
bafis,  which  would  depend  on  the  taking  of 
Canada,  or  being  fruftrated  in  the  attempt. 

Notwithftanding  this  forcible  and  inter-^ 
efting  difplay  of  th^  King's  views,  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  at  prefent,  voted  to  raife  only 
5000  men,  and  fubjoined  to  the  vote  their 
reafons  for  raifing  no  more,  founded  on  the 
diftreffes  of  the  Province  by  means  of  the 
former  difproportionate  levies,  many  of  the 
inhabitants  being  engaged  as  rangers  and 
batteau-men,  and  the  weight  of  the  debt  in- 
curred, which  was  fo  great  as  to  render  it 
extremely  difficult  to  procure  money  for  fur- 
ther fervice.  In  thefe  reafons  the  Governor 
acquiefced  for  the  prefent,  expeding  that 
they  would  raife  fuch  additional  numbers 
as  might  be  requilite  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year,  and  granted  a  recefs  until  after  the 
time  affigned  for  raifing  tlie  levies,  upon  the 
General  Court's  aflurances,  that  they  would 
exert  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  that  the  ftate 
of  the  government  would  admit.  Before 
the  next  feffion  letters  arrived  from  General 
Amherft,  informing  that  an  expedition  up 

the 
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the  St,  Lawrence  was  intended,  which  would 
take  away  a  part  of  the  garrifon  of  Louif- 
bourg,  and  that  this  was  to  be  replaced  by 
a  battalion  of  provincials  of  not  lefs  than* 
I  COG  men,  to  remain  until  the  end  of  the 
campaign  ;  and  that  it  would  be  neceffary 
that  a  body  of  provincials  alfo  fliould  join 
what  might  remain  of  the  King's  regular 
troops  for  the  protection  of  Halifax,  the 
Province  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  the  bay  of 
Fundy  for  the  fame  time.  The  General 
alfo  added  that  the  abilities  of  the  Province 
certainly  exceeded  5000  men,  and  hoped 
that  the  Court  would  confider  the  matter 
further,  as  this  expedition  muft,  in  all  hu- 
man probability,  put  an  end  to  the  war,  and 
compenfation  had  been  promifed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  cafe  they  fliould  do 
their  beft. 

Thefe  letters  produced  a  vote  for  raifing 
1500  additional  men,  which  was  accompa- 
nied with  a  meflage  to  the  Governor,  ftating 
the  circumftances  of  the  Province  fo  partic- 
ularly, as  to  render  it  too  ufeful  an  hiftorical 
paper  to  be  abridged.     It  was  as  follows  : 

"  The  feveral  reafons  and  motives  which 
your  Excellency  has  from  time  to  time  laid 

before 
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before  the  two  Houfes,  in  order  to  induce 
an  augmentation  of  the  forces  for  the  fervice 
of  the  prefent  year,  have  been  maturely 
weighed  and  confidered  by  us. 

"  We  have  Hkewife  had  an  opportunity, 
in  the  recefs  of  the  Court,  of  acquainting 
ourfelves  with  the  ftate  of  the  feveral  parts 
of  the  Province,  and  its  ability  for  raifmg 
an  additional  number  of  men.  We  ac- 
knowledge with  gratitude,  that  the  intereft 
and  eafe  of  the  people  has  been  confultqd 
by  your  Excellency  in  making  tfie  laft  levy, 
as  far  as  could  confift  with  his  Majefty^s 
fervice,  and  the  purpofes  for  which  the  men 
are  raifed.  The  diftrefs  brought  upon  the 
inhabitants  is  notwithftanding  extremely 
great.  The  number  of  men  raifed  this  year, 
we  are  fenfible,  is  not  equal  to  that  of  the 
laft.  The  Afiembly  then  made  the  greateft 
effort  that  has  ever  been  known  in  the  Prov- 
ince. They  looked  upon  it  to  be  their  laft 
effort ;  they  had  no  expeftations  that  it 
could  be  repeated,  and  it  was  really  fo  great 
as  to  render  it  imprafticable  for  us  to  make 
the  like  a  fecond  time.  The  number  of  our 
inhabitants  is  fince  then  much  ieffened : 
fome  were  killed  in  battle ;  many  died  by 

ficknefs, 
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ficknefs,  while  they  were  in  fervice,  or  foon 
after  their  return  home  :  great  numbers 
have  inlifted  as  rangers,  artificers,  recruits  in 
his  Majefty's  regular  forces,  and  for  other 
branches  of  the  fervice. 

*'  The  unprecedented  charge  of  the  lafl: 
year  alfo  tends  to  increafe  the  diftrefs  of  the 
Province.  The  expenfe  of  the  regiments 
raifed  for  his  Majefty's  fervice  amounted  to 
near  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  :  befides  this,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  feveral  towns  in  the  Province,  by  fines, 
or  by  voluntary  contributions  to  procure  men 
for  the  fervice,  paid  at  leaft  fixty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  more  ;  which  is  in  all  re-^ 
fpedts  as  burdenfome,  as  if  it  had  been  raifed 
as  a  tax  by  the  government.  The  defence 
of  our  own  frontiers,  and  the  other  ordinary 
charges  of  government,  amount  to  at  leaft 
thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  more. 

"  Becaufe  the  Province  laft  year  raifed  fev- 
en  thoufand  men,  it  is  inferred  that  it  is  able 
to  raife  the  fame  number  this,  and  no  allow- 
ance is  made  for  its  being  fo  much  reduced 
in  its  eftate  and  number  of  inhabitants. 

"  We 
Vol.  II.  G 
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*'  We  have  generally  been  the  firft  in  pro- 
pofals  for  public  fervice,  and  have  determine 
ed  what  force  we  would  employ :  other  gov- 
ernments have  followed  after  us  in  juft  what 
proportion  they  pleafed  ;  and  we  wifh  it 
had  been  an  equal  one.  We  are  now  lef- 
fened,  and  they  are  increafed  ;  and  we  are 
yet  urged  to  continue  the  fame  proportions. 
We  have  always  chofen  to  avoid  entering 
into  the  confideration  of  quotas  or  propor- 
tions, but  we  feem  now  obliged  to  do  it* 
We  conceive  that  in  order  to  determine  a 
juft  proportion,  the  wealth,  the  number  of 
inhabitants,  and  the  charges  of  each  govern- 
ment for  its  immediate  defence,  are  all  to 
come  under  confideration.  If  this  be  allow- 
ed to  be  a  juft  rule  to  determine  by,  we  are 
fure,  that  not  only  in  all  paft  years,  but  in 
this  prefent  year  alfo,  we  have  done  more 
in  proportion  to  the  general  fervice,  than 
any  one  government  upon  the  continent.    - 

"  We  know  of  no  quota  fettled  for  each 
Colony  :  the  agreement  made  at  Albany  by 
the  commifTioners  in  the  year  1754,  has 
been  generally  urged  as  a  rule  of  proportion 
fmce  that  time.  But  it  was  agreed  by  the 
fame  commiffioners,  that  regard  fliould  al- 
ways 
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ways  be  had  to  the  fpecial  fer vices  of  any 
Colony  for  its  immediate  defence.  We  are 
obliged  to  keep  fix  hundred  men  in  pay 
in  defence  of  our  frontiers  and  fea  coafts. 
This  charge  fome  of  the  other  governments 
are  wholly  free  from,  and  the  reft  fubjeft 
to  in  a  very  fmall  degree.  Exclufive  of  the 
fix  hundred  men  aforefaid,  we  have  already 
raifed  five  thoufand  men  for  the  general 
fervice.  Conne6:icut  has  raifed  in  propor- 
tion to  the  five  thoufand  only  according  to 
the  Albany  plan,  without  any  regard  to  the 
fix  hundred.  Every  other  government  falls 
Ihort  even  of  that  ;  fo  that  we  have  this 
year  already  done  more  in  proportion  than 
any  of  our  neighbours. 

*'  We  are  told  that  we  are  the  leading 
Province  :  we  have  been  fo  for  many  years 
paft ;  and  we  have  been  as  long  unequally 
burdened.  We  have  borne  it  patiently,  al- 
though we  have  feen  our  inhabitants  leaving 
us,  and  removing  to  other  governments  to 
live  more  free  from  taxes  ;  and  a  few  years 
ago  for  this  reafon  alone,  four  of  our  prin- 
cipal towns  refufed  any  longer  to  fubmit  to 
our  jurifdiaion,  and  another  government 

found 
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found  a  pretence  for  receiving  them,  and 
they  are  not  yet  returned  to  us. 

*' Under  thefe  diftrefles,  we  are  ftill  willing 
to  afford  every  reafonable  aid  in  our  power. 
A  further  imprefs  would  diftrefs  and  dif- 
courage  the  people  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  as 
well  in  faithfulnefs  to  the  fervice,  as  to  the 
particular  intereft  of  this  Province,  we  are 
bound  to  decline  it.  But  great  as  our  bur- 
dens are,  we  have  now  engaged  a  bounty 
more  than  double  what  has  ever  yet  been 
given  by  the  Province,  in  order  to  procure 
a  voluntary  inlillment  of  fifteen  hundred 
men  over  and  above  the  five  thoufand  al- 
ready raifed  ;  and  we  have  reafon  to  hope 
that  this  bounty  will  be  fufficient,  and  have 
the  effed:  your  Excellency  defires." 

The  river  of  Penobfcot  offering  an  im- 
portant paffage  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
which  might  be  feized  by  the  French,  and 
becoming  alfo  a  natural  rout  for  the  Indians 
into  the  Province  fince  the  fortifying  of  the 
river  St.  John,  Governor  Pownall  thought 
it  a  fortunate  occafion  to  take  poffeflion  of 
that  country,  and  to  fecure  it  by  ereding  a 
fort.     In  executing  this  fervice  he  happily  | 

availed 
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availed  himfelf  of  the  aid  both  of  the  crown 
and  the  Province,  and  notwithftanding  the 
preflure  of  the  pubhc  burdens,  and  the  great 
complaints  that  exifted  in  Maflachufetts  rel- 
ative to  the  ereding  and  maintaining  efforts, 
he  received  the  thanks  of  the  General  Court, 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  economized  the 
public  money.  He  firft  procured  the  con- 
fent  of  General  Amherft  to  reimburfe  the 
expenfe  of  ereding  this  fortrefs,  and  that 
the  men  to  be  employed  in  the  work  fhould 
be  reckoned  as  a  part  of  the  number  voted 
to  be  raifed  for  the  army.  The  General 
Court  then  granted  400  troops  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  the  country,  ordering  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  forts  at  St.  George's  and 
Pemaquid  fhould  be  difmantled  at  the  peacQ. 

With  this  force  the  Governor  repaired  la 
perfon  to  Penobfcot,  and  completed  his  work 
without  oppofition.  He  fent  to  the  tribe 
of  Indians  to  inform  them  of  his  purpofe, 
and  to  invite  them  to  defend  their  land,  if 
they  intended  it.  He  told  them  that  ihould 
they  kill  an  Englifhman  in  future,  they 
fhould  be  forced  to  fly  from  the  country, 
which  he  would  fweep  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  and  hunt  them  all  out.      That  he 
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fought  not  their  favour,  but  pitied  their  dif- 
trefs,  and  that  if  they  would  become  En- 
glifh,  and  live  near  the  fort,  he  would  pro- 
ted  them,  aflign  them  planting  ground,  and 
permit  them  to  hunt  as  ufual.  After  this 
he  returned  without  any  remarkable  event 
taking  place,  excepting  the  lofs  of  Brigadier 
General  Waldo  by  a  natural  death. 

The  coft  of  the  fort  amounted  to  ^^4969 
i']s.  2d.  The  Governor  fhewed  that  the 
fame  men  who  were  employed  in  it,  had 
they  joined  the  army  in  general,  would  have 
coil  ;^i8o3  IOJ-.  4^.  more.  Upon  which 
the  Houfe  voted  him  their  thanks  for  his 
wife  meafures  in  fecuring  the  country  of 
Penobfcot  ;  and  juftly  pronounced  Fort 
Pownall  to  be,  as  he  had  called  it,  the  beft 
and  leaft  expenfive  fortrefs  of  any  that  had 
been  erefted  in  the  Province.  The  troops 
at  Brunfwick  and  Pemaquid,  and  the  fcout- 
ing  parties  at  the  lodgments  on  the  weftern 
frontiers  were  now  difmifled,  and  a  garrifon 
of  ICO  men  voted  for  Fort  Pownall.  The 
Court  alfo  granted  ;^2oo  to  the  Governor, 
in  addition  to  the  ufual  falary  of  ^^1300,  for 

Journal        ^is  cxtraordiuay  fervices  on  this  and  other 

"rpcl^'-    occafions. 
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The  diftant  and  important  operations  in 
Canada  almoft  wholly  relieved  the  fuffering 
inhabitants  of  the  frontiers  of  the  Province, 
and  indeed  by  a  train  of  fuccefies,  gave  a 
pledge  of  the  future  eafe  and  fecurity  which 
was  about  to  fpread  over  all  the  Britiili 
Colonies.  The  fall  of  Crown-Point,  Ti- 
conderoga,  Niagara,  and,  above  all,  the  cap- 
ture of  Quebec,  clofed  the  year  with  uni- 
verfal  rejoicing  and  well  founded  hope  that 
the  toils  of  war  would  Ihortly  ceafe  through- 
out the  land. 
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CHAP.   IIL 

Uumher  of  troops  voted  to  be  ra'tfed  in  the 
Province  for  the  year  1 760 — Great  f re  in 
Bofion — Peace  coticluded  with  the  Penoh^ 
fcot  Indians — Popularity  of  Gove7'nor  Pow^ 
nail — Embarks  for  England — Controverfy 
between  the  Council  and  Houfe  refpe&ing 
the  mode  of  paffing  the  Treafurers  ac^ 
counts — Reafoning  of  Mr.  Agent  Bollan  on 
the  rule  for  apportioning  the  grants  of  Par^ 
liament  among  the  fever al  Colonies. 

176a.       Notwithstanding  the  fruits  of 

vidtory  began  to  ripen  at  the  capture  of 
Quebec,  yet  great  exertions  were  fuppofed 
to  be  neceflary  to  enfure  a  full  harveft  to  the 
Britifh  arms  in  the  next  compaign,  as  the 
French  ftill  remained  in  force  in  Canada, 
and  had  nearly  retrieved  the  lofs  of  their 
capital.  Governor  Pownall,  wrought  up 
with  the  eager  and  juft  expedatiori  that  the 
blow  fo  forcibly  ftruck  would  be  decifive,  if 
immediately  followed  by  another,  without 
allowing  the  enemy  an  interval  of  relief, 
made  ufe  of  his  influence  with  the  ufual  fuc- 
cefs  to  lead  the  General  Court  into  the  ear- 

lieft 
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lieft  preparations  for  raifing  their  proportion 
of  the  army.  The  Province  already  fup- 
plied  troops  to  defend  Louifbourg,  Halifax, 
and  Lunenburg,  and  entirely  garrifoned 
Aanapolis,  Fort  Cumberland  at  Chignedlo, 
and  Fort  Frederick  at  St.  John's.  For  the 
encouragement  of  thefe,  four  pounds  were 
voted  for  each  private,  and  one  month's 
wages  to  each  officer  who  remained  in  gar- 
rifon  after  the  firft  of  November  ;  the  pay 
of  the  whole  was  to  be  continued  until  the 
firft  of  May  following ;  and  in  order  to  re- 
concile them  to  fo  long  an  abfence  on  duty, 
they  were  promifed  a  difcharge  as  foon  as 
the  feafon  would  admit.  A  bounty  of  nine 
pounds  was  then  voted  for  every  man,  to 
the  number  of  five  thoufand,  who  would  en- 
lift  for  another  campaign :  And  thefe  terms 
received  great  weight  from  the  high  credit 
of  the  Treafury,  which  had  been  replenifh- 
ed  by  a  remittance  of  upward  of  ;^2 0,000 
reimburfement  money,  and  was  managed 
with  the  exadeft  economy.  Thefe  meaf- 
ures  anticipated  the  King's  wiihes,  as  expreff- 
ed  in  Mr.  Pitt's  letter  communicated  at  the 
next  feffion,  in  which  he  obferved  that  his 
Majefty,  having  nothing  at  heart  fo  much 

as 
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as  to  improve  the  great  and  important  ad- 
vantages gained  the  laft  campaign,  expeded 
that  they  would  make  provifion  for  the  levy, 
pay,  and  clothing  of  at  leaft  as  large  a  body 
of  men,  as  they  then  did,  and  even  as  many 
more  as  the  number  of  inhabitants  might 
allow  ;  and  that  to  encourage  it,  ftrong  reo 
ommendations  would  be  made  to  Parliament 
next  year,  to  grant  a  proper  compenfation 
for  fuch  expenfes,  according  as  the  aftive 
vigour  and  ftrenuous  efforts  of  the  refpedlive 
Provinces  ihould  appear  juftly  to  merit. 

• 

In  the  mid  ft  of  the  burdens  and  diftrefTes 
of  the  war,  there  happened  the  greateft  mif- 
fortune  of  its  kind  ever  known  in  the  capi- 
tal, by  the  conflagration  flill  denominated 
the  Great  Fire,  which  raged  fo  violently  as, 
in  about  four  hours,  to  deftroy  nearly  a  tenth 
part  of  the  town.  It  began  by  accident  in 
that  quarter  of  Cornhill,  which  is  oppofite 
to  Williams's  court,  and  not  only  fwept  away 
the  buildings  in  that  direction  to  the  water, 
but,  widening  to  the  fouthward,  and  taking 
in  the  lower  part  of  Milk-ftreet,  it  extended 
to  Fort-Hill  and  the  South-Battery,  and  then 
turning  upon  King-ftreet  ran  from  th^j 
corner  oppofite  to  the  Bunch  of  Grapes 

Tavern, 
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Tavern,  and  deflroyed  the  buildings  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  that  ftreet,  ahnoft  down  to  th& 
Long  Wharf.     There  were  confumed   174 
dwelling  hcufes,    175  warehoufes  and  other 
buildings,  with  large  quantities  of  merchan- 
dize, furniture,  and  tools,  the  value  of  which 
amounted  to  ^71,1 12  ys,  3^.  and  220  fami- 
lies were  turned  upon  their  neighbours  for 
{belter.     The    circumftances    of  the   town 
had,  before  this,  been  a  juft  fubjed  for  legif- 
lative  affiftance,  from  a  great  inequality  of 
the  taxes  owing  to  the  long  continuance  of 
the  rule  of  valuation  then  in  ufe,  by  which 
Bofton  was  fet  at  ^170   in  the   thoufand. 
Such  had  been  the  increafe  of  the  fettle- 
ments  and  population   of  the  Province  in 
about  nine  years  fmce  this  rule  had  been 
eftablifhed,  that  trading  towns  had  arifen  to 
fhare  the  profits  of  commerce  with  the  cap- 
ital, in  places  where  forefls  then  flood  ;  and 
in  fome  inftances  the  number  of  the  polls 
in  new  townfhips  was  fo  great,  as  to  pay 
their  whole  proportion  of  the  tax  to  the  ex- 
emption of  the  eilates.     Partial  relief  only 
having  been  given  to  the  town  under  this 
grievance,  its  claim  upon  the  General.  Court 
in  the  prefent  calamity  became  irrefifliible. 
A  brief  was  granted  to  colled  money  by 

voluntary 
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Journals. 
Petition  of 
the  town. 
Seledimen's 
Becords. 


voluntary  contribution  throughout  the  Prov- 
ince ;  and  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the 
poor,  ;^3ooo  was  allowed  out  of  the  excife, 
;^iioo  was  alfo  remitted  to  the  inhabitants 
by  way  of  abatement  of  their  taxes  ;  a  loan 
to  the  town  of  jC^S^o  was  continued,  and 
at  the  next  feffion,  a  petition  to  the  King  in 
its  behalf  was  agreed  on,  and  committed  to 
the  patronage  of  the  Governor.  The  Af- 
fembly  of  New-York  pafTed  an  a6t  for  grant- 
ing the  fufferers  jC'^S^^y  which  w^as  carried 
into  effedt,  and  the  government  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  gave  ;^i500  for  the  fame  charitable 
purpofe.      In  fhort  the  donations  from  one 

quarter  and  another  amounted  to  the  fum 
of  ;^i  7,756   i^s.  Sd.      Benevolence    was 

followed  by  juftice,  and  the  next  year  the 

town  was  reduced  in  the  apportionment  of 

taxes  to  ;^i  1 2  in  the  thoufand. 

As  Governor  Pownall  arrived  in  the  Prov- 
ince at  the  mod  gloomy  ftate  of  the  war,  fo 
he  had  the  good  fortune,  before  his  depar- 
ture from  it,  to  find  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh 
arms  eftablifhed,  and  the  fruits  of  vidtory  in 
fome  meafure  realized. 

The  eaftern  Indians,  who  are  the  mere 
dependants   upon  the  fortunes  of  the  great 

contending 


P  O  W  N  A  L  L.  61 

contending  powers,  began  to  furrender,  as 
the  arms  of  the  French  declined.     Among 
thefe    the    Penobfcots,    who  were    fituated 
within  the  bounds  of  Maflachufetts,  experi- 
enced the  final  decline  of  their  powers  as  a 
warlike  tribe.     The  increafing  fpirit  of  na- 
tional hoftilitv,  or  iome  other  caufe  had  ren- 
dered  hopelefs  all  profped:  of  fatisfadtion  for 
the   flaughter  of  their  countrymen   in  the 
year  i  "J^^-^  Capt.  Cargill  having  been  tried 
for  murder  and  found  not  guilty,  and  about    sup.  Court's 
the  fame  time  received  with  another  perfon    junTTerm 
jC6oo  from  the  public  treafury  for  killing    york/' 
two  other  Indians  in  Penobfcot  Bay.     The 
effects  of  war  upon  their  population  had 
been   fo   great  as  to   reduce   them  to  five 
fachems    and  feventy-three  warriors  ;    and 
they    now   felt   an  irrefiftible   check  upon 
them   by  the  eredion  of  the  fort  at  the 
mouth  of  their  river.     Under  thefe  deprefT- 
ed  circumftances  they  feat  deputies  to   fet- 
tle a  peace  at  Bofton.      The  terms  v\^ere    -^p""^?* 
fuch  as  their  condition  invited.     Acknowl- 
edging themfelves  to  be  fubjeds  of  the  King/ 
of  Great-Britain,  they  confefTed  their  rebell- 
ion, and  the  forfeiture  of  their  lands  in  con- 
fequence  of  it.     They  received  as  a  favour 
the  privilege  of  hunting  upon  them,  and 
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othenvife  ufing  fuch  parts  as  fhould  be  af- 
figned  for  that  purpofe.  They  promifed  to 
dwell  near  Fort  Pownall.  They  relinquifli- 
ed  all  alliance  with  the  French,  and  engaged 
to  deliver  up  future  offenders  to  be  tried  by 
the  laws  of  the  Province. 

Governor  Pownall  being  appointed  to 
the  command  of  South-Carolina,  with  a 
more  advantageous  falary,  he  prepared  to 
return  to  England  with  permiffion,  previ- 
cufly  to  his  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his 
new  commiffion.  His  adminiftration  had 
been  fhort,  but  extremely  fuccefsful.  He 
faw  the  prevailing  feelings  and  habits  of 
the  people,  and  realizing  that  his  future  ad- 
vancement might  depend  much  upon  the 
reputation  which  he  might  acquire  in  Maf- 
fachufetts,  he  accommodated  his  meafures  to 
them  with  fuch  addrefs,  that  he  was  evea 
exempted  from  exceptions  to  appearances  in 
his  perfonal  conduct,  which  would  have 
been  highly  cenfurable,  according  to  the 
flrifl:  notions  of  the  times,  in  a  lefs  favourite 
charader.  The  favings  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, which  he  made  by  his  exertions,  ren- 
dered him  juftly  popular  in  a  Province, 
where  the  want  of  affluence  could  be  fup- 

plied 


P  O  W  N  A  L  L.  63 

plied  only  by  induftry.  He  efFeiSted  this 
by  the  greateft  attention  to  the  difpatch  of 
public  bufmefs,  which  fhortened  the  feffions 
of  the  General  Court,  and  of  courfe  reduced 
the  drafts  on  the  treafury  for  the  pay  of  the 
members.  He  leffened  the  advances  of  the 
Province  by  uniting  with  them  the  allow- 
ance of  the  crown  for  milage  money  to  the 
foldiers  ;  and  his  manner  of  building  the 
fort  at  Penobfcot  was  a  mafter-piece  of  po- 
litical economy.  He  aflbciated  with  an  eafy 
condefcenfion,  amongft  thofe  leaders  in  the 
capital,  who  generally  directed  the  voice  of 
the  multitude,  whilft  he  indulged  his  nat- 
ural gaiety  in  the  politer  circles  of  fafhioa 
and  pleafure.  The  importance  of  his  con- 
nexions, and  his  fuppofed  influence  in  En- 
gland, had  great  weight  with  thofe,  to  whom 
the  public  affairs  of  the  Province  were  par- 
ticularly intrufted  ;  and  indeed  in  his  future 
parliamentary  conduct  he  fhewed  himfelf 
not  unmindful  of  this  refpeS.  The  con- 
cerns of  the  war  kept  nearly  out  of  fight 
the  great  controverfial  points  refpecling 
rights  and  prerogative,  on  which  the  Gen- 
eral Court  and  former  Governors  ufually 
divided  ;  and  when  they  came  up,  as  once 
happened  in  the  cafe  of  ftationing  troops  on 

the 
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the  frontiers,  he  yielded  to  a  fplrit  which  it 
had  cod  fo  much  to  fubdue  on  fimilar  occa- 
fions,  and  which  he  was  not  ill  adapted  to 
manage   by  apparent  conceffions.      It  was 
the  height  of  his  good  fortune  that  the  Britifh 
arms  prevailed  beyond  all  rational  calcula- 
tion, which  caft  a  luftre  on  his  exertions  in 
the  military  department,  and  gave  an  exul- 
tation to  the  people,  that  naturally  elevated 
their  immediate  rulers  in  their  view.     The 
extent  of  his  influence  with  the  members  of 
the  Legiflature  is  evidenced  by  their  refped:- 
ful  addreiTes  and  by  a  compliment  which 
the  majority  of  the  Houfe  paid  him  by  of- 
fering him  a  pafTage  to  England  in  the  pro- 
vincial frigate,  which  they  had  affigned  for 
bringing  over  the    reimburfement    money 
granted  by  Parliament,  although  it  was  the 
only  vefTel  of  force  that  was  left  to  protect 
the  trade.      This   propofal    however,   was 
Ihewn  in  a  remonftrance  of  the  merchants 
to  the  Council,  to  be  fo  hoftile  to  commerce, 
and  fo  extravagant  as  it  refpedted  the  freight 
of  the  public  money,  that  the  project  was 
given  up,  by  the  Governor's  declining  the 
oflfer  and  taking  paflTage  in  a  private  fhip. 
June  jd.       When  he  embarked,  both  Houfes  attended 
him  in  a  body  to  his  barge,  and  every  cere- 
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mony  was  adopted  which  could  leave  a  fa- 
vourable impreflion  on  his  mind. 

To  thofe  who  are  curious  in  tracing  the 
parliamentary  hiftory  of  the  Province,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  conftitutional 
rights  of  the  feveral  branches  of  the  Legifla- 
ture  were  fettled  under  the  charter,  it  may 
not  be  difpleafing  to  fketch  a  controverfy 
refped:ing  the  mode  of  palling  the  Treafur- 
er's  accounts,  which  terminated  at  this  pe^ 
riod.  Thefe  accounts,  having  been  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  were  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  their  own  :  upon  a  report  being  made, 
the  Houfe  voted  to  accept  it,  and  that  the 
accounts  be  allowed.  The  Council,  agree- 
ing to  allow  the  accounts,  concurred  in  the 
vote  with  an  amendment,  which  was  to  ex- 
punge the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  they  not  having  had  any  con- 
cern in  the  commitment,  nor  any  privity 
with  a  committee  of  the  Houfe.  In  this 
the  Houfe  unanimoufly  non-concurred ; 
and  thus,  under  the  appearance  of  mere 
form,  the  two  branches  of  the  General 
Court  were  at  ifTue  upon  their  refpedive 
rights,  as  will  be  more  fully  {hewn  in  the 

recital      ^ 
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recital  of  their  arguments.  The  Council 
declared  that  they  had  nothing  in  view  but 
to  preferve  order  and  their  known  eftablifh- 
ed  rights  :  that  if  an  order  of  the  whole 
Leglflature  were  neceffary  for  the  Treafurer's 
difcharge,  and  a  due  fettlement  of  his  ac- 
counts, and  the  Council  were  to  be  confid- 
ered  as  one  branch  of  the  Legiflature,  they 
chofe  to  fee  with  their  own  eyes,  and  not 
with  the  eyes  of  a  committee  of  theHoufe; 
that  the  pratlice  had  been  both  ways  through 
inadvertency  ;  and  if  the  Houfe  thought 
that  they  had  a  right  alone  to  difcharge  the 
Treafurer,  there  was  no  propriety  in  fend- 
ing the  accounts  to  the  Board. 

To  this  the  Houfe  replied,  that  their  pro- 
*  ceedings  were  agreeable  to  ufage,  a  few  in- 

ftances  of  inadvertency  excepted  :  that  true 
it  was  that  the  order  of  the  whole  Court 
was  neceffary  for  the  Treafiirer's  difcharge, 
but  the  late  pradlice  of  the  Board  of  a  fpe- 
cial  examination  of  the  Treafurer's  accounts 
was  novel,  a/id  7iot  ivith'ra  the  lights  beloitg- 
wg  to  them  either  as  the  King  s  Council  or  as 
one  branch  of  the  Legijlatiire  :  that  the 
Houfe  challenged  as  their  fpecial  rights  and 
privileges  the  fole  modelling  of  all  laws,  for 

impofing 
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impofing  taxes  on  the  people  for  the  defence 
and  fupport  of  government ;  and  had  power 
alfo  to  inquire  into  and  judge  of  the  ufes 
and   occafions,  for  which  monies  were  de- 
manded and  given  and  to  appropriate  the 
fame,  and  to  inquire  into  the  appUcations, 
and    cenfure    the   mifapplications   thereof ; 
and  that  by  the  Britifh  conftitution  thofe 
powers   and  privileges  w^ere  hereditary  to 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  people  :   and  they 
apprehended  that  the  Board  had  no  right 
in  thofe  cafes  to  amend  the  doings  of  the 
Houfe,  but  abfolutely  to  affent  to,  or  diffent 
from  them  :    that  the  Board  could  not  but 
be  fenfible  that  in  all  bills  for  levying  mo- 
ney, the  Houfe  had  challenged  and  preferv- 
ed  their  right  of  the  fole  modelling  of  the 
fame  ;    and  that  there  was  the  fame  reafon 
that  they  fhould  have  the  like  power  of  in- 
quiring into  applications  of  the  monies  raif- 
ed  upon  the  people  :  that  the  Houfe  knew 
of  no  other  proper  method  of  their  making 
fuch  an  inquiry  but  by  a  committee  of  their 
own,  and  confequently  no  proper  method 
of  their  pafling  the  Treafurer's  accounts,  but 
by  an  acceptance  of  the  report  of  fuch  a 
committee,  and  paffing  a  refoive  thereon. 

.      The 
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The  Council  rejoined  that  the  Houfe  mif- 
took  their  intentions.  Their  exception  re- 
lated merely  to  the  form  of  the  vote  ;  and 
therefore  the  anfwer  of  the  Houfe  urging 
their  right  tp  originate  and  frame  all  laws 
for  impofmg  taxes,  to  judge  of  the  ufes  for 
which  all  monies  were  granted,  and  to  ap- 
propriate all  fuch  monies  as  they  think  fit, 
were  entirely  out  of  the  queftion  :  that 
the  Board  had  no  right  to  amend  the  votes 
of  the  Houfe  in  the  cafes  mentioned,  was 
neither  acceded  nor  denied,  as  there  was  no 
occafion  to  determine  it,  it  being  irrelative 
to  the  cafe  in  difpute  :  that  the  application 
of  the  public  money  was  made  by  the  Gov-* 
ernor  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
Council ;  th^t  the  Houfe  would  not  fend  a 
vote  refpeding  an  inquiry  into  fuch  appli- 
cation to  the  Board  for  their  concurrence  : 
that  the  examination  into  the  Treafurer's 
accounts,  and  an  inquiry  how  far  he  had 
difcharged  himfelf  was  quite  a  diftindl  thing 
from  the  other  inquiry.  In  order  to  deter-, 
mine  this,  the  Houfe  allowed  a  vote  of  the 
whole  Legiflature  to  be  necefTary  ;  and  in- 
deed there  was  no  more  pretence  for  the 
Houfe  to  affume  an  exclufive  right  of  ex- 
amining the  accounts  of  the  Province  Treaf- 

urer, 


3 

!* 


P  O  W  N  A  L  L.  69 

urer,  than  the  account  of  the  Province  Agent, 
or  of  any  committee,  or  of  any  perfon  or 
perfons  whatfoever  employed  by  the  gov- 
ernment in  any  public  truft :  that  perhaps      1 
the  right  of  the  Houfe  to  any  fhare  in  pall- 
ing upon  the  Treafurer's  accounts  was  de- 
rived entirely  from  the  aft  of  the  Province 
made   in   the    8th   year  of  King  William, 
which  provided  that  fuch  accounts  fhould 
be   laid  before   the   General  AiTembly,  for 
their  examination,  approbation,  and  allow- 
ance, but  gave  no  precedence  to  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  more  than  to  any  other 
branch  of  the   AfTembly  :    that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  thefe  accounts  to 
diftinguifh  them  from  all  other  accounts, 
which  were  paffed  on  by  the  Governor  with 
the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Council :  that 
precedents  were  both  ways,  but  were  not  of 
much  confequence  in  this  cafe  ;  they  ought 
to  be  reduced  to  reafon  and  propriety  of 
proceeding,  and  not  the  reverfe  :  that  in  or- 
der to  concur  or  non-concur  (a  right  which 
the  Houfe  admitted)  it  was  neceiTary  to  ac- 
quire knowledge  by  their  own  examination  ? 
that  if  they  were  to  do  this  by  a  committee 
of  the  Houfe,  they  might  be  confidered  as 
mere  machines  of  the  Houfe,  which  they 

did 
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did  not  intend  to  fubmit  to  :  that  they 
were  extremely  anxious  to  adt  in  concert 
with  the  Houfe  ;  but  if  nothing  better  could 
be  done,  they  fhould  be  under  the  neceflity 
of  framing  a  vote  feparate,  determining  how 
far  the  accounts  ought  to  be  approved  and 
allowed,  and  to  let  it  avail  as  far  as  it  could. 

The  merits  of  this  difpute  were  finally 
determined  to  lie  with  the  Council,  the 
Houfe  pafling  the  Treafurer's  accounts  by  a 
vote  without  reference  to  the  report  of  theiij 
committee,  and  the  Council  concurring. 
This  iflue  hov/ever  was  not  obtained  until 
the  delay  was  made  an  exception,  and  threat- 
ened to  affed:  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the 
Province  in  England. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Hutchinfon  was 
now  left  in  the  command  of  the  Province 
for  a  fhort  time,  during  which  the  import- 
ant meafures  for  raifmg  the  army  were  con- 
tinued with  the  ufual  affiduity,  the  pruden- 
tial concerns  of  the  Province  were  carefully 
arranged  and  methodized,  and  a  conciliatory 
difpofition  prevailed  amongft  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  government. 

From  inftrudions   to   Mr.  Bollany  now 

again  after  much  oppofition,  eleded  to  the 

agency 
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agency  of  the  Province,  it  appears  that  many- 
particular  affairs  in  England  flill  remained 
unfatisfied.  Thefe  arofe  from  the  expenfe 
of  the  troops  detained  at  Louifbourg  and 
Nova-Scotia,  which  was  occafioned  by  the 
capture  of  Quebec  ;  the  fupport  of  the 
French  neutrals  ;  the  fervices  of  the  failors 
employed  in  the  River  St.  Lawrence  on 
board  the  fleet  ;  the  cannon  taken  from 
Caftle-William  to  Crown-Point,  and  the  de- 
mands againft  New-Hampfhire  for  the  fup- 
port of  Fort  Dummer  and  Number  Four, 
and  defending  its  frontier.  Befide  which 
the  Agent  was  dired:ed  to  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure a  more  favourable  rule  for- apportion- 
ing the  parliamentary  grant,  to  effed:  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  boundary  line  of  New- 
York,  and  the  reftoration  of  the  revolted 
towns  received  by  Conne£ticut. 

In  order  to  account  for  the  folicitude  of 
the  General  Court  on  the  fubje^t  of  the  rule 
for  apportioning  the  grants  of  Parliament,  as 
well  as  to  fhew  the  nature  of  the  connexion 
among  the  Britifh  Colonies,  and  the  ground 
perhaps  of  the  opinion  which  prevailed  in 
fubfequent  years,  of  the  impoffibility  of  their 
effectual  union,  it  will  be  ufeful  to  give  the 
reafoning  of  Mr.  Bollan  upon  the  cafe.     He 

contended 
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contended  that  the  apportioning  of  the 
^200,000  granted  this  year,  by  the  num- 
bers of  men  raifed  in  the  feveral  Colonies 
and  marched  into  the  field  was  unjuft  upon 
the  following  principles.      Virginia  voted 

2000  men  and  muftered  1868.     MafTachu- 
fetts  voted  7000  men  and  muftered  6500. 
The  expenfe  of  the  Colonies  according  to  the 
beft  of  his  judgment  was  about  ^^3  J^>^^^  ^ 
wherefore  the  fum  to  be  granted  being  equal 
to  ^ths   of  the  expenfe,  if  the  rule   pro* 
pofed  for  diftribution  be  followed,  Virginia 
would  bear  only  -yth  parts  of  the  expenfe  of 
1868  men,  whiift  Maffachufetts  would  bear 
■yth  parts  of  the  expenfe  of  7000.    And  thus 
Maffachufetts,  whofe  expenfe  duly  proved  ac- 
cording to  former  rules  amounts  tO;^i  1 0,000 
fterling,  in   confequence  of  its  raifmg  the 
greater  number  of  men  for  the  public  fer- 
vice,  will  be  left  to  bear  the   expenfe   of 
about  ;^47,ooo,  whiift  Virginia  w^ould  be 
left  to  bear  the  expenfe  of  about  >(*i 3,000, 
fuppofmg  their  expenfes  to  be  the  fame  man 
for  man.     If  thefe  Colonies  were  equal  in 
all  other  refpedts,  this  rule  w'ould  be  repug- 
nant to  the  grant  and  aft  of  Parliament : 
but  Virginia  really  contained  a  greater  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  than  Maflachufetts,  and 

was  a  more  wealthy  Colony. 
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Governor  Bernard  arrives — Syjiem  of  colo^ 
nial  adminijl ration  adopted  by  the  BritiJIo 
minijters — Parties  in  the  Province — Con-* 
troverfy  refpediing  the  officers  of  the  cuf 
toms — Difputes  on  the  fuhjeEl  of  writs  of 
afjijlance — and  on  making  gold  a  tender. 

X  HE  government  of  Francis  Bernard  in 
Maflachufetts  Bay  ftands  amongft  the  moft 
interefting  periods  of  American  hiftory. 
It  was  contrafted  with  that  of  his  predecef- 
for,  as  much  by  the  profperous  ftate  of  pub- 
lic affairs  at  its  commencement,  as  by  the 
diftraded  and  unhappy  condition  of  the 
people  at  its  termination.  It  was  the  con- 
fine of  a  new  order  of  things.  Since  the 
year  1 754,  and  indeed  fmce  the  laft  peace, 
a  common  objeft  of  apprehenfion  and  attack 
had  combined  the  Britifh  empire  with  its 
various  dependencies.  The  enemy  was 
now  fubdued  in  Canada,  and  with  them 
that  deadly  foe,  who  had  infefted  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Colonies  from  that  quarter  with 
murder  and  pillage  fmce  their  original  fet- 

tlement. 
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tlement.     This  was  fuppofed  to  operate  like 
a  new  charter  of  civil  and  religious  privi- 
leges to  the  people ;  and  to  withdraw  with 
danger  and  the  war  that  reftraint  upon  their 
pretenfions,  which  thefe  had  hitherto  effect- 
ed.     Thus   after    the   vidlory  fo   long,  fo 
hardly  fought,  had  been  obtained,  refledlion 
ftepped  in  to  poifon  fuccefs,  and  to  diftraCt 
all  the  preconceived  enjoyments  and  advan- 
tages of  conqueft.     What,  it  was  fuggefted, 
is  to  prevent  the  lofs  of  all  which  we  have 
contended  to  preferve,  and  which  we  have 
added  to  our  dominions,  by  the  overruling 
fpirit  of  independence  ?    When  the  enemy, 
which  we  have  vanquifhed,  hung  over  the 
borders  of  our  Colonies,  they  naturally  flew 
to  us  for  protection.     Their  religion,  affec- 
tions, and  interefts  threw  them  into    our 
arms,  and  fecured  them  in  our  power.     But 
the  removal  of  danger  changes  the  tone  of 
their  feelings,  and  muft  undermine  their  re- 
lations towards  us.     The  natural  progrefs  of 
nations  to   political   manhood   is  regulated 
not  merely  by  time,  but  by  various  adven- 
titious circumflances,  and,  in  this  view,  we 
have  haftened  their  maturity  many  centu- 
ries. 

Since 
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Since  the  event,  which  has  fo  fully  julli- 
fied  thefe  apprehenfions,  it  feems  as  if  argu- 
ments were  wanting  to  oppofe  them.  Per- 
haps they  were  allayed  at  the  time  by  the 
example  and  policy  of  Spain  towards  South- 
America,  which  was  cited.  The  charm,  it 
was  faid,  by  which  a  nation  was  to  govern 
its  Colonies,  confifted  in  not  allowing  them 
to  keep  up  a  military  or  a  marine  force. 
Britifh  Governors,  civil  officers,  garrifons, 
and  Ihips  of  war,  were  to  be  relied  upon  to 
fecure  a  country,  which,  it  was  fuppofed, 
would  not  be  peopled  for  many  centuries. 
This  fecurity  would  alfo  be  ftrengthened  by 
hereditary  rivalries  and  animofities  amongft 
the  feveral  fettlements,  which  would  effec- 
tually prevent  their  uniting  againft  the  par- 
ent country.  Finally,  when  this  plan  of 
government  fhould  be  exhaufted  in  its  ope- 
ration, the  interefl  of  Great-Britain  confift- 
ed rather  in  the  independence  of  her  Colo- 
nies, than  in  their  union  with  France  by 
conqueft,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  events, 
might  happen,  if  French  fubjeds  continued 
in  their  neighbourhood.  In  the  firft  cafe 
the  natural  trade  of  Britain  with  them  would 
continue  to  mutual  benefit ;  in  the  laft,  fo 
great  a  force  would  be  added  to  the  power 

of 
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of  her  rival,  as  might  enable  France  to  real- 
ize the  plan  of  her  infatiable  ambition  found- 
ed on  univerfal  empire. 

Such  being  the  apprehenfions  and  predic- 
tions of  the  parent  country,  we  fhall  find 
the  fyftem  of  colonial  adminiftration  regu- 
lated by  them,  and  the  conduct  of  all  the 
officers  exhibiting  their  influence.  We  are 
not  therefore  to  look  only  at  the  particular 
characters  of  thefe  for  the  explanation  of 
future  affairs.  Events  might  be  accelerated 
or  retarded  by  the  perfonal  vvrifhes  and  feel- 
ings of  individual  agents  ;  but  the  caufe  of 
the  great  convulfion,  which  enfued,  was 
founded  in  the  inflexible  fyftem,  which 
minifters  impofed  on  the  throne. 

Auguft  4.  Governor  Bernard,  on  his  firft  appearance 

in  the  Province  feemed  not  to  lie  under  any 
unfavourable  impreffion  in  the  view  of  the 
people.  He  had  governed  the  Province  of 
New-Jerfey  fo  acceptably,  as  to  make  his 
advancement  to  MafTachufetts  to  be  efteem- 
ed  a  juft  reward  for  his  fervices.     In  his  in-^ 

Auguft  13.  trodudlory  addrefs  to  the  General  Court,  he 
fpoke  of  his  obligations  not  only  to  preferve 
the  rights  of  the  people  as  Britifh  fubjeds, 

but 
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but  their  particular  privileges  granted  to 
them  by  the  royal  charters.  The  fuccefs- 
ful  ftate  of  public  affairs  gave  him  an  op- 
portunity of  remarking  upon  the  peculiar 
happinefs  of  the  times,  v^hen  all  parties  were 
united,  and  even  the  voice  of  faction  was 
filenced  ;  when  the  fovereign  was  acknowl- 
edged to  be  the  maintainer  of  the  privileges- 
of  his  fubjedts,  and  the  people  were  become 
the  fupporters  of  the  prerogatives  of  the 
erown.  The  Houfe,  in  their  anfwer,  joined 
in  extolling  the  happinefs  of  the  times,  and 
in  connexion  with  the  wifdom  and  power 
of  the  fovereign,  failed  not  to  applaud  the 
Britifh  conftitution,  fo  long  allowed  to  ex- 
ceed all  others,  and  now  exceeding  itfelf. 

The  times  were  indeed  fignalized  with 
fortunate  events.  On  the  firft  of  Septetn- 
ber  information  was  received  that  the  French 
army,  who  had  befieged  General  Murray 
in  Quebec,  and  threatened  to  reverfe  the 
vi£tory  of  Wolfe,  was  obliged  to  retire  from 
that  city ;  and  foon  afterwards  arrived  the 
account  of  Montreal  and  the  reft  of  Canada 
furrendering  to  General  Amherft  on  the 
eighth  of  that  month.  The  exultation  at- 
thefe  events  was  but  little  checked  by  the 

lofs 
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lofs  of  Fort  Loudoun  ;  and  the  death  of  the 
King,  which  threw  a  fhade  of  melancholy 
on  the  clofe  of  the  year,  was  foon  effaced  by 
the  promifing  character  of  the  Englifh-born 
fucceffor  to  the  crown. 

1 761.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  opinions 

or  views  of  Governor  Bernard  upon  coming 
to  the  chair,  affairs  were  approaching  to 
that  crifis,  which  placed  him  on  unequivocal 
ground.  There  had  long  exifted  in  the 
Province  a  divifion  between  the  advocates 
for  the  crown  and  the  defenders  of  popular 
rights.  Shirley,  as  has  been  mentioned, 
balanced  thefe  parties  with  good  fortune. 
Pownall,  partly  perhaps  from  his  love  of 
liberty,  and  partly  from  the  neceffity  of 
managing  the  war  with  fuccefs,  which  could 
be  done  only  by  {landing  well  with  the 
General  Court,  was  cautious  in  his  connex- 
ions with  the  friends  of  the  prerogative, 
and  rather  courted  the  leaders  of  his  oppo- 
nents. One  of  thefe  reafons  may  not  have 
exifted  fo  ftrongly  in  the  breaft  of  Gover- 
nor Bernard  ;  and  the  other  was  leffening  in 
its  operation  from  the  eventual  fuccefs  of 
the  war.  He  was  therefore  claffed  on  the 
fide  of  thofe  who  were  for  ftrengthening  the 

royal 
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royal  authority  in  America,  and  for  adopt- 
ing the  various  plans  of  revenue  and  pre- 
rogative which  were  fo  ferioufly  attempted 
in  future  years.  This  party  naturally  con- 
fifted  of  all  thofe  officers,  who  were  appoint- 
ed by  and  dependant  upon  the  King,  and 
many  expectants  who  grew  out  of  the  prom- 
ifing  fyftem  of  raifmg  a  tax  to  be  ex- 
pended in  America.  Lieutenant-Governor 
Hutch infon  was  at  their  head  both  in  rank 
and  importance  ;  and  by  means  of  the  death 
of  Stephen  Sewall,  Efq.  the  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  Province  was  now  raifed  to  that  im- 
portant office,  which  enabled  him  to  com- 
mence with  greater  advantage  that  agency 
in  the  public  affairs  of  thefe  times,  and  the 
future  revolution  of  the  country,  which  was 
fo  confpicuous,  influential,  and  finally  un- 
fortunate.^ 

The 

*  His  commiffion  as  Lieutenant-Governor  was  pub- 
lifhed  on  the  *r{l  day  of  June,  1758,  and  was  the  laft  In 
the  Province  that  was  renewed  after  the  demife  of  the 
crown,  owing,  as  he  feems  to  have  fuppofed,  to  the  mif- 
reprefentations  of  his  character  made  by  his  enemies  to 
the  Earl  of  Hahfax.  (M.  S.  letter-book.)  Thefe  he  found 
means  cfFedually  to  obviate,  and  to  unite  more  offices 
than  were  ever  filled  by  one  perfon  before  :  holding  the 
places  of  Lieutenant-Governor,  a  Counfellor,  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  Superlour  Court  and  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County 
9f  Suffolk  at  the  fame  time. 
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The  fubjed  devoted  to  commence  the 
dlfputes  between  Governor  Bernard  and  the 
General  Court  fprung  out  of  this  divifion. 
A  rooted  averfion  fubfifted  tetween  the  offi- 
cers of  the  cuftoms  in  the  port  of  Bofton, 
and  the  people  concerned   in  the  foreign 
trade  of  the  Province.     The  duty  of  thofe 
officers  was  odious  in  itfelf ;  and  a  zeal  to 
merit  the  approbation  of  the  miniftry,  and 
to  accumulate  wealth.  Induced  them  to  ex- 
ercife  a  rigour  in   enforcing  the  commer- 
cial laws,  which  added  much  to  the  hatred 
necefTarily  conneded  with    their  bufinefs. 
The  antipathy  became  perfonal  ;    and  the 
execution  of  the  laws  appeared  like  the  tri- 
umph of  private  revenge.     Loud  and  fre- 
quent complaints  arofe,  that  a  feverity  was 
ufed  to  carry  into  effed:  grievous  regulations 
of  trade,  which  in  other  Colonies  were  fuf- 
fered  to  be  evaded  from  a  conviction  of  their 
unreafonablenefs,  and  the    imprafticability 
of  their  being  generally    enforced.      The 
abufes  in  the  department  of  the  revenue^ 
and  the  notoriety  of  the  fad,  that  after  all 
the  oppreffion  ufed  in  the  colleding  of  it, 
none  of  the  avails  reached  the  exchequer, 
naturally  led  the  merchants  to  fcrutinize  the 
proceedings  of  the  commiffioners.      It  ap- 

peare4 
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peared  that  in  cafes,  where  one  third  of  the 
forfeiture  accrued  to  the  Province,  large 
fums  had  been  allowed  out  of  it  to  private 
informers,  and  exorbitant  fees  taxed  for  at- 
tornies  and  other  ufes,  contrary  to  a  law  of 
the  Province  of  the  prefent  year^  ftating  the 
fees  of  the  Cuftom-Houfe  officers.  This 
abufe  was  reprefented  to  the  General  Court 
by  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  refpedtable 
merchants,  who  were  heard  by  their  coun- 
cil, and  a  committee  having  reported  that 
in  fix  cafes  of  trial  in  the  Court  of  Vice- Ad- 
miralty, the  Province  was  illegally  and  un- 
juftly  kept  out  of  £^'^^  9J".  1 1^.  in  the 
manner  above-mentioned,  and  that  the 
Treafurer  fhould  be  empowered  to  demand, 
(and  if  unpaid  for  one  month)  to  fue  for 
this  money  in  a  courfe  of  law,  their  report 
was  accepted  by  a  general  vote  of  both 
Houfes. 

This  threw  the  Cuftom-Houfe  officers  up- 
on the  Governor,  whofe  negative  to  the  ref- 
olution  was  the  firft  ftage  of  their  defence. 
He  objeded  to  it  upon  the  ground,  that  the 
forfeitures  were  a  part  of  his  Majefty's  rev- 
enue granted  to  him  by  ad:  of  Parliament, 
and  muft  therefore  be  fued  for  according  to 

law. 
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law.  By  this  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Treaf- 
urer  to  receive  and  iffue  the  King's  money ; 
and  of  the  Attorney-General  to  fue  for  and 
recover  it.  That  as  the  refolution,  {landing 
as  it  did,  would  amount  to  altering  an  aCt 
of  Parliament,  it  would,  if  pafled,  have  no 
other  effect  than  his  incurring  the  King's 
difpleafure  for  mifmanaging  the  revenue 
contrary  to  law,  againfl  his  pofitive  orders. 
He  therefore  defired  them  to  reconfider  the 
refolution,  and  if  they  would  remove  this 
difficulty,  he  would  give  his  affent  to  it. 

The  Houfe  appear  to  have  underftood, 
that  delivering  the  profecution  into  the 
hands  of  the  Attorney-General  was  either 
configning  it  to  oblivion,  or  confirming  by 
a  judicial  decifion  all  the  abufes  which  had 
been  pradifed.  They  therefore  replied, 
that  they  were  far  from  apprehending  that 
a  refohition  of  the  General  Court  could  al- 
ter an  ad:  of  Parliament  :  that  every  adb 
of  the  Court  was  voidable,  becaufe  it  might 
be  difallowed  by  his  Majefty  ;  and  every 
ad  repugnant  to  an  ad  of  Parliament,  ex- 
tending to  the  plantations,  was,  ipfo  faElo^ 
null  and  void  ;  nor  was  it  in  their  hearts  to 
defire  the  Governor  to  make  the  leaft  infrac- 
tion 
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tion  upon  the  King's  prerogative,  relative  to 
his  Majefty's  revenue,  nor  to  govern  contra- 
ry to  his  orders,  againft  law  :  that  all  they 
were  folicitous  for  was  to  recover  the  money 
(to  ufe  the  Governor's  own  words)  due  to 
the  treafury  of  this  Province^  upon  account 
of  the  feizures  made  purfuant  to  the  ad:  of 
5th   of  George  II.   which   his  Excellency 
apprehended  might  be  fued  for  by  the  At- 
torney-General only  :    that  the  money  was 
the   Province's,  and  not   in  any  fenfe   the 
King's,  when  the  Parliament  had  granted 
it  to  the  Province,  unlefs  its  being  granted 
to  his  Majefty  for  the  ufe  of  the  Province 
makes  it  a  grant  to  his  Majefty's  ufe.     But 
the  grants  of  money  made  by  the  General 
Aflembly  were  always  to  his   Majefty  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Province,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  grant  made  by  the  aforementioned 
adt  of  Parliament  of  one  third  of  the  goods 
feized  and  forfeited  was  for  the  fupport  of 
this  government ;  and  if  all  the  revenue  of 
th  e  Province  muft  be  fued  for  by  the  King's 
Attorney,  and  through  his  hands  (if  ever) 
paid  unto  the  Receiver-General  of  the  Prov- 
ince, it  might  make  his  office  very  lucrative 
to  him,  but  m.oft  dangerous  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  grievous  to  the  fubjed.      The 

Receiver- 
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Receiver-General  only  had  heretofore  done 
it,  and  by  virtue  of  an  ad  of  the  Aflembljr 
to  which  there  never  was  any  objection 
made  by  the  Governor  or  the  King  :  that 
they  fhould  be  extremely  grieved  to  go  out 
of  this  old  way,  and  try  one  which  was  nev- 
er gone  into  before,  and  from  which  it  was 
eafy  to  forfee  that  many  and  great  incon- 
veniencies  and  mifchiefs  would  arife  to  the 
Province.  For  if  the  Attorney- General, 
who  was  not  chofen  by  the  people,  fliould 
be  wicked  enough  to  keep,  or  lavifh  enough 
to  fpend,  the  money  thus  received  for  the 
Province,  what  method  could  be  devifed  to 
get  it  from  him,  fince  upon  the  Governor's 
argument,  no  one  could  fue  him  but  himfelf. 
Cafes  might  happen,  where  (differing  in  fen- 
timent  from  other  gentlemen  in  the  profet- 
fion,  and  from  the  General  Affembly)  he 
might  be  obliged  to  bring  an  adion  againft 
his  own  opinion,  which  would  be  hard  up- 
on him  and  unfafe  for  the  Province  :  that 
none  of  thefe  objections  lay  againft  the 
Treafurer,  who  was  annually  chofen  by  the 
people,  and  was  under  bonds  for  his  fidelity  : 
that  it  would  be  furprifing  that  this  money 
being  the  Province's,  the  Province  could 
not  maintain  an  adion  and  employ  whom 

they 
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tliey  thought  beft,  fmce  in  all  popular 
ftatutes,  where  a  forfeiture  was  to  the  Khig 
and  the  informer,  the  latter,  unlefs  pofitively 
reftrided  by  the  ad,  might  profecute  in  the 
common  law  courts  and  in  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty, as  well  for  himfelf  as  the  King, 
and  the  informer  choofes  what  attorney  he 
pleafes  to  manage  the  fuit  :  that,  on  the 
whole,  they  could  not  reconfider  the  refo- 
lution,  and  hoped  that  they  had  removed 
the  Governor's  difficulties,  fo  as  that  he 
could  aflent  to  it. 

The  Governor  however  faid,  that  he  did 
not  feel  his  doubts  fatisfied,  infilling  in  his 
reply,  that  although  the  money  was  to  be 
applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  Province,  yet,  un- 
til it  was  received,  it  was  due  to  the  King : 
that  by  the  common  law  of  England,  the 
King  could  fue  and  be  fued  no  otherwife 
than  by  the  Attorney-General  :    that  the 
ftatute  in  queftion  being  an  adt  of  Parlia- 
ment, muft  be  executed  according  to  that 
law,  and  to  appoint  a  diflferent  method  of 
executing  it  was  to  alter  the  adl,  which  they 
could  not  control,  as  they  might  an  adt  of 
the  Province  :    that  the  Treafurer  had  no 
power  to  fue,  except  what  arofe  from  the 

words 
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words  of  the  a£l  under  which  he  fued  ;  and 
no  fuch  power  v/as  given  by  this  adt :  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  that  the  Attorney- 
General  fhould  receive  the  public   money, 
but  that  he  {houldjiiejor  i/,  as  in  England, 
and  that  the  Treafurer  fhould  receive  the 
amount  of  the  judgment.     As  to  bringing 
an  aclion  agalnft  his  own  opinion,  in  fuch 
cafe  the  Attorney-General  muft  fupport  it 
by  the  beft  arguments  he  could  :  that  it  was 
his  defire  that  the  action  fhould  be  brought, 
as  they  ought  to  be  fatisfied  refpeding  it, 
their  only  difference  was  about  the  mode. 
Therefore  to  end  the  difquifition,  as  they 
feemed  fo  very  defirous  that  their  method 
fhould  be  purfued,  and  his  confent  could 
not  prejudice   the  King's  rights  otherwife 
than  by  precedent,  againfl  which   he  had 
fufficiently   guarded   by  his  meffages  ;  and 
the  adt  by  their  own  conceflion  mufl  have 
its  effeft,  and  the  Council  having  advifed 
him  to  wave  his  opinion,  he  confented  to 
the  refolution,  hoping  that  they  would  not 
require  of  him  fuch  another  proof  of  his 
great  defire  of  preferving  a  good  underfland- 
ing  with  them. 

The  acquiefcence  of  the  Governor  in  this 
refolution  was  probably  induced  from  the 

fecurity, 
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fecurity,  which  the  Cuftom-Houfe  officers 
felt  in  the  opinion  of  the  judicial  depart- 
ment on  fuch  a  point  of  law,  as  they  in- 
tended to  raife  in  this  cafe.     An  adion  was 
brought  by  the  Treafurer  in  purfuance  of 
the  refolution  of  the  General  Court,  and  a 
plea  in  abatement  made  by  Mr.  Paxton,  the 
defendant.      This  was  overruled  in  the  In- 
feriour  Court,  and  a  judgment  given  in  a 
verdidt  againft  him  ;  but  on  the  appeal,  the 
Superiour  Court  fuftained  his  plea  and  he 
recovered  judgment  againft  the  Treafurer, 
not  v/ithout  a  convidion  in  the  minds  of  the 
Judges  of  the  injury  done  the  Province,  but 
from  the  want  of  authority  to  call  in  quef- 
tion  the  jurifdidion  of  the  Admiralty.     The 
refult  of  this  cafe  muft  have  tended  greatly 
to  increafe  the  animofity  which  exifted  be- 
tween the  contending  parties  in  the  Prov- 
ince.    And  about  the  fame  time  and  from    J"P^-  p°^^ 

Records. 

the  fame  principles  and  feelings,  arofe  anoth-    Paxton  vs. 
er   important  difpute  upon  the    fubjed   of    Hutchin- 

r        rr  r  n  fon's  M.  S. 

writs  of  amftance.  One  of  the  Cuftom-  Let.  Book, 
Houfe  officers  petitioned  the  Superiour 
Court  of  Judicature,  ftating  that  as  they 
could  not  fully  exercife  their  offices  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  the 
laws  in  fuch  cafe  require,  that  Court  would 

grant 
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grant  writs  of  afli (lance,  to  aid  them  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty,  according  to  the 
ufage  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Great- 
Britain.  Mr.  Gridley,  as  King's  Attorney, 
maintained  the  legaUty  of  this  writ,  as  well 
on  the  practice  of  the  Exchequer,  as  on  that 
of  the  Superiour  Court  of  the  Province. 
The  practice  in  England  was  fupported  by 
ilatutes  of  12th  and  14th  Charles  II.  and 
by  6th  Anne,  which  continues  all  procefles 
and  writs  after  the  demife  of  the  crown, 
and  writs  of  affiftance  amongft  the  reft. 
The  authority  of  the  Superiour  Court  to 
grant  this  writ  was  founded  on  the  ftatute 
of  7th  and  8th  of  William  III.  which  en- 
abled that  all  the  officers  for  collefting  and 
managing  his  Majefty's  revenue,  and  in- 
fpediing  the  plantation  trade  in  any  of  the 
plantations,  ihould  have  the  fame  powers, 
&c.  as  are  provided  for  the  officers  of  the 
revenue  in  England  ;  alfo  to  enter  houfes  or 
warehoufes  to  fearch  for  and  feize  any  fuch 
goods,  and  that  the  like  ajjljta7ice  fhould  be 
given  to  the  faid  officers,  as  is  the  cuftom 
in  England.  This  could  be  no  otherwife 
done  than  by  writ  under  the  feal  of  that 
Court,  fince  writs  from  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer could  not  run  here  :  and  by  a  law 

of 
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of  the  Province,  this  Court  was  appointed    ^a  wimam 
with  cognizance  of  all  pleas,  &c.  as  fully  *^''"* 

as  the  Court  of  King's    Bench,   Common 
Pleas,  and  Exchequer  in  England,      "  It  is 
true,"  faid  Mr.  Gridley,  "  the  common  priv- 
ileges of  Englifhmen  are  taken  away  in  this 
cafe,  but  even  their  privileges  arc  not  fuch  in 
cafes  of  crime  and  fine.     It  is  the  neceflity  of 
the  cafe,  and  the  benefit  of  the  revenue  that 
juflifies  this  writ.      Is  not  the  revenue  the 
fole  fupport  of  fleets  and  armies  abroad,  and 
miniflers  at  home,  without  which  the  nation 
could  neither  be  preferved  from  the  inva- 
fions  of  her  foes,  nor  the  tumults  of  her 
own  fubjeds  ?  Is  not  this,  I  fay,  infinitely 
more  important  than  the  imprifonment  of 
thieves   or  even  murderers  ?  Yet  in  thefe 
cafes,  it  is  agreed,  that  houfes  may  be  broke 
open.     In  fine,  the  power  now  under  con- 
fideration  is  the  fame  with  that  given  by 
the  law  of  this  Province  to  treafurers  to- 
wards coUedors,  and  to  them  tov/ards  the 
fubjed.     A  coiledor  may,  when  he  pleafes, 
diftrain  my  goods  and  chattels,  and  in  want 
of  them,  arreft  my  perfon,  and  throw  me 
inflantly  into  gaol.     What !  fliall  my  prop- 
erty 
Vol.  II.  H 
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erty  be  wrefted  from  me  ?  Shall  my  liberty 
be  deftroyed  by  a  colkdor  for  a  debt  unad- 
judged,  without  the  common  indulgence  and 
lenity  of  the  law  ?  So  it  is  eftabliflied  ;  and 
the  neceffity  of  having  public  taxes  effectu- 
ally and  fpeedily  coUedled  is  of  infinitely 
greater  moment  to  the  whole,  than  the  lib- 
erty of  any  individual." 

Mr.  Thacher,  an  eminent  lawyer,  being 
ordered  by  the  Court  to  fearch  for  precedents, 
reported  that  he  found  no  fuch  writ  in  the 
ancient  books  :  that  the  m^ofi:  material  quef- 
tion  was,  whether  the  practice  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  good  ground  for  this  Court. 
But  this  Court  had,  upon  a  folemn  argu- 
ment which  lafted  a  w^hole  day,  renounced 
the  chance  of  jurifdidion,  w^hich  the  Ex- 
chequer  had  in  cafes  where  either  party  was 
the  King's  debtor.  In  England  all  informa- 
^tions  of  uncuftomed  or  prohibited  goods 
were  in  the  Exchequer ;  fo  that  the  Cuftom- 
Houfe  officers,  were  the  ofiicers  of  that  court, 
under  the  eye  and  difcretion  of  the  Barons, 
and  io  accountable  for  any  wanton  exercife 
of  power.  The  writ  now  prayed  for  was 
not  returnable.  If  the  feizures  were  fo  be- 
fore their  Honours,  and  this  Court  Ibould 

inquire 
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Inquire  into  them,  they  would  often  find  a 
wanton  exerclfe  of  power.  In  England  they 
felzed  at  their  peril,  even  with  probable  caufe. 

Mr.  Otis  appeared  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Bofton,  who  had  prefented  a  counter-peti- 
tion. As  his  plea  difclofes  feveral  curious 
fads,  prefents  a  ftriking  pid:ure  of  the  fpirit 
of  the  times,  and  in  fome  meafure  portrays 
the  manner  of  that  ardent  patriot  and  well- 
read  lawyer,  we  fhall  infert  more  at  large 
fuch  minutes  as  we  poffefs  ;  lamenting  that 
we  cannot  recover  at  this  day  many  elegant 
rhetorical  touches  and  weighty  arguments, 
which  were  unavoidably  omitted. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Ho?iours^ 
I  was  defired  by  one  of  the  Court  to  look 
into  the  books,  and  confider  the  quelllon 
now  before  them  concerning  writs  of  affift- 
ance.  I  have  accordingly  confidered  it,  and 
now  appear  not  only  in  obedience  to  your 
order,  but  likewife  in  behalf  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  town,  who  have  prefented  anoth- 
er petition,  and  out  of  regard  to  the  liberties 
of  the  fubje(3:.  And  I  take  this  opportunity 
to  declare,  that  whether  under  a  fee  or  not 
(for  in  fuch  a  caufe  as  this  I  defpiie  a  fee) 
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I  win  to  my  dying  day  oppofe  with  all  the 
powers  and  faculties  God  has  given  me,  all 
fuch  inftruments  of  flavery  on  the  one  hand, 
and  villany  on  the  other,  as  this  writ  of  af- 
fiftance  is* 

It  appears  to  me  the  word  mftrument  of 
arMtrary  power,  the  moft  deftrudive  of  En- 
gUfli  Uberty  and  the  fundamental  principles 
of  law,  that  ever  was  found  in  an  Englifli 
law-book.  I  muft  therefore  beg  your  Hon- 
ours' patience  and  attention  to  the  whole 
range  of  an  argument,  that  ma}^  perhaps  ap- 
pear uncommon  in  many  things,  as  well  as 
to  points  of  learning  that  are  more  remote 
and  unufual ;  that  the  whole  tendency  of 
my  defign  may  the  more  eafily  be  perceived, 
the  concluficns  better  defcend,  and  the  force 
of  them  be  better  felt.  I  ihall  not  think 
much  of  my  pains  in  this  caufe,  as  I  engaged 
in  it  from  principle.  I  was  foHcited  to  argue 
this  caufe  as  Advocate-General ;  and  becaufe 
I  would  not,  I  have  been  charged  with  de- 
fertion  from  my  ofEce.  To  this  charge  I 
can  give  a  very  fufncient  anfwer.  I  re- 
nounced that  office,  and  I  argue  this  caufe 
from  the  fame  principle  ;  and  I  argue  it  with 
the  greater  pleafure,  as  it  is  in  favour  of  Brit- 

ifh 
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ifli  liberty,  at  a  time  when  we  hear  the 
greateft  monarch  upon  earth  declaring  from 
his  throne  that  he  glories  in  the  name  of 
Briton,  and  that  the  privileges  of  his  people 
are  dearer  to  him  than  the  moft  valuable  pre- 
rogatives of  his  crown  :    and  as  it  is  in  op- 
pofition  to  a  kind  of  power,  the  exercife  of 
which,  in  former  periods  of  Englifli  hiflory, 
coft  one   King  of  England  his  head,  and 
another  his  throne.     I  have  taken  more  pains 
in  this  caufe,  than  I  ever  vsrill  take  again, 
although  my  engaging  in  this  and  another 
popular  caufe  has  raifed  much  refentment. 
But  I  think  I  can  fincerely  declare,  that  I 
cheerfully  fubmit   myfelf  to   every  odious 
name  for  confcience'  fake  ;  and  from  my  foul 
I  defpife  all  thofe,  whofe  guilt,  malice,  or 
folly  has  made  them  my  foes.     Let  the  con- 
fequences  be  what  they  will,  I  am  determined 
to  proceed.     The  only  principles  of  public 
condud,  that  are  worthy  of  a  gentleman  or 
a  man,  are  to  facrifice  eftate,  eafe,  health,  and 
applaufe,  and  even  life,  to  the  facred  calls  of 
his  country.     Thefe  manly  fentiments,  in 
private  life,  make  the  good  citizen  ;  in  pub- 
lic life,  the  patriot  and  the  hero.     I  do  not 
fay,  that  when  brought  to  the  teft,  I  fhall  be 
invincible.     I  pray  God  I  may  never  be 
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brought  to  the  melancholy  trial :  but  if  ever 
I  fhould,  it  will  be  then  known  how  far  I 
can  reduce  to  practice  principles,  which  I 
know  to  be  founded  in  truth.  In  the  mean 
time  I  will  proceed  to  the  fubjed  of  this 
writ. 

In  the  firft  place,  may  it  pleafe  your  Hon- 
oui*s,  I  will  admit  that  writs  of  one  kind  may 
be  legal ;  that  is,  fpecial  writs,  dired:ed  to 
fpecial  officers,  and  to  fearch  certain  houfes, 
&c.  fpecially  fet  forth  in  the  writ,  may  be 
granted  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer  at  home, 
upon  oath  made  before  the  Lord  Treafurer 
by  the  perfon  who  aiks  it,  that  he  fufpeSs 
fuch  goods  to  be  concealed  in  thofe  very 
places  he  defires  to  fearch.  The  afl:  of 
14th  Charles  II.  which  Mr.  Gridley  men- 
tions, proves  this.  And  in  this  light  the 
writ  appears  like  a  warrant  from  a  Juftice  of 
the  Peace  to  fearch  for  ftolen  goods.  Your 
Honours  will  find  in  the  old  books  concern- 
ing the  office  of  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  pre- 
cedents of  general  warrants  to  fearch  fuf- 
peded  houfes.  But  in  more  modern  books 
you  will  find  only  fpecial  warrants  to  fearch 
fuch  and  fuch  houfes  fpecially  named,  in 
which  the  complainant  has  before  fworn  that 

he 


t  BERNARD.  9j 

he  fufpefts  his  goods  are  concealed ;  and 
you  will  find  it  adjudged  that  fpecial  war- 
rants only  are  legal  In  the  fame  manner  I 
rely  on  it,  that  the  writ  prayed  for  in  this 
petition,  being  general,  is  illegal.  It  is  a 
pow^er,  that  places  the  liberty  of  every  man 
in  the  hands  of  every  petty  officer.  I  fay  I 
admit  that  fpecial  w^'its  of  affiftance,  to  fearch 
fpecial  places,  may  be  granted  to  certain 
perfons  on  oath  ;  but  I  deny  that  the  WTit 
now  prayed  for  can  be  granted,  for  I  beg 
leave  to  make  fome  obfervations  on  the  writ 
itfelf,  before  I  proceed  to  other  ads  of  Par- 
liament. In  the  firft  place,  the  writ  is  uni- 
verfal,  being  directed  "  to  all  and  fingular 
Juflices,  Sheriffs,  Conftables,  and  all  other 
officers  and  fubjeds ;"  fo  that,  in  fhort,  it  is 
direfted  to  every  fubjed  in  the  the  King's 
dominions.  Every  one  with  this  writ  may 
be  a  tyrant  :  if  this  commiffion  be  legal,  a 
tyrant  in  a  legal  manner  alfo  may  control, 
imprifon,  or  murder  any  one  within  the 
realm.  In  the  next  place,  it  is  perpetual : 
there  is  no  return,  A  man  is  accountable  - 
to  no  perfon  for  his  doings.  Every  man 
may  reign  fecure  in  his  petty  tyranny,  and 
fpread  terror  and  defolation  around  him,  un- 
til the  trump  of  the  arch-angel  Ihall  excite 

different 
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different  emotions  in  his  foul.  In  the  third 
place,  a  perlbn  with  this  writ,  in  the  day 
time,  may  enter  all  houies,  fliops,  &c.  at  will, 
and  command  all  to  afTift  him.  Fourthly, 
by  this  writ  not  only  deputies,  &c.  but  even 
their  menial  fervants  are  allowed  to  lord  it 
over  us.  What  is  this  but  to  have  the  curfe 
of  Canaan  with  a  witnefs  on  us  ;  to  be  the 
fervant  of  fervants,  the  moil  defpicable  of 
God's  creation  ?  Now  one  of  the  moft  effen- 
tial  branches  of  Englifh  liberty  is  the  free- 
dom of  one's  houfe.  A  man's  houfe  Is  his 
caftle  ;  and  whilft  he  is  quiet,  he  is  as  well 
guarded  as  a  prince  in  his  caftle.  This  writ, 
if  it  fhould  be  declared  legal,  would  totally 
annihilate  this  privilege.  Cuftom-Houfe 
officers  may  enter  our  houfes,  when  they 
pleafe  ;  we  are  commanded  to  permit  their 
entry.  Their  menial  fervants  may  enter, 
may  break  locks,  bars,  and  every  thing  in 
their  way  ;  and  whether  they  break  through 
malice  or  revenge,  no  man,  no  court,  can 
inquire.  Bare  fufpicion  without  oath  is  fuf- 
ficient.  This  wanton  exercife  of  this  power 
is  not  a  chimerical  fuggeftion  of  a  heated 
brain.  I  will  mention  feme  fads.  Mr.  Pew 
had  one  of  thefc  writs,  and  when  Mr.  Ware 
fuccccded  him,  he  endorfed  this  writ  over  to 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Ware  :  fo  that  thefe  writs  are  negotia- 
ble from  one  officer  to  another  ;  and  fo  your 
Honours  have  no  opportunity  of  judging 
the  perfons  to  whom  this  vaft  power  is  del- 
egated. Another  inftance  is  this  :  Mr.  Juf- 
tice  Wally  had  called  this  fame  Mr.  Ware 
before  him  by  a  conftable  to  anfwer  for  a 
breach  of  fabbath-day  acts,  or  that  of  pro- 
fane fwearing.  As  foon  as  be  had  finifhed, 
Mr.  Ware  alked  him  if  he  had  done.  He 
replied,  Yes.  Well  then,  faid  Mr.  Ware, 
1  will  fhew  you  a  little  of  my  power,  t 
command  you  to  permit  me  to  fearch  your 
houfe  for  uncuftomed  goods  ;  and  went 
ion  to  fearch  his  houfe  from  the  garret  to 
the  cellar  ;  and  then  ferved  the  conftable 
in  the  fame  manner.  But  to  fhew  anothet 
abfurdity  in  this  writ,  if  it  fhould  be  eftab- 
lifhed,  I  infift  upon  it  every  perfori  by  the 
14th  Charles  II.  has  this  power  as  well  as 
Cuilom-Houfe  officers.  The  words  are, 
"  it  fhail  be  lawful  for  any  perfori  or  perfons 
authorized,"  &c.  What  a  fcene  does  this 
open  !  Every  man  prompted  by  revenge, 
ill  humour,  or  wantonnefs  to  infped:  the 
infide  of  his  neighbour's  houfe,  niay  get  a 
Writ  of  affiftance.     Others  will  afk  it  from 
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felf-defence  ;  one  arbitrary  exertion  wiH 
provoke  anotli^r,  until  fociety  be  involved 
in  tumult  and  in  blood. 

Again,  thefe  writs  are  not  returned. 
Writs  in  their  nature  are  temporary  things. 
When  the  purpofes  for  which  they  are  iflu- 
ed  are  anfwered,  they  exift  no  more,  but 
thefe  live  forever  :  no  one  can  be  called  to 
account.  Thus  reafon  and  the  conftitution 
are  both  againft  this  writ*  Let  us  fee  what 
authority  there  is  for  it.  Not  more  than 
one  inllance  can  be  found  of  it  in  all  our 
law-books  ;  and  that  vv^as  in  the  zenith  of  ar- 
bitrary power,  viz.  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
when  ftar-chamber  powers  were  puflied  to 
extremity  by  fome  ignorant  clerk  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. But  had  this  writ  been  in  any 
book  whatever,  it  w^ould  have  been  illegal. 
All  precedents  are  under  the  control  of  the 
principles  of  law.  Lord  Talbot  fays  it  is 
better  to  obferve  thefe  than  any  precedents, 
though  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  lad  refort 
of  the  fubjedt.  No  ads  of  Parliament  can 
eftabliih  fuch  a  writ :  though  it  fhould  be 
made  in  the  very  words  of  the  petition,  it 
would  be  void.  An  act  againft  the  con- 
ftitution is  void.     (vid.  Viner.)     But  thefe 
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prove  no  more  than  what  I  before  obferved, 

that  fpecial  writs  may  be  granted  on  oath 

and  probable  fiipicion.     The  ad:  of  yth  and 

8th  of  William  III.  that  the  officers  of  the 

plantations  fhall  have  the  fame  powers,  &c. 

is  confined  to  this  fenfe,  that  an  officer  fhould 

ihew  probable  ground,  fhould  take  his  oath 

of  it,  fhould  do  this  before  a  magiilrate,  and 

tbat    fuch   magiftrate,  if  he   think  proper, 

fhould  ifTue  a  fpecial  warrant  to  a  conftable 

to   fearch   the   places.      That  of  6th  Anne    m.  s.  min- 

can  prove  no  more."  ■  ^ItS 

Notwithftanding  thefe  and    many  more    g^  ^  ^ourt 
arguments  were  enforced  with  a  zeal  peculiar    ^-'^^'^'^^^ 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  occafion   and  the  man- 
ner of  the  pleaders,  the  writ  of  affiftance  was 
granted. 

Thefe  difputes  difturbed  the  public  mind 
fo  much,  that  the  Governor  in  his  fpeech  to 
the  General  Court  in  the  month  of  June 
cautioned  them  againft  giving  attention  to 
declamations,  tending  to  promote  a  fufpicion 
of  the  civil  rights  of  the  people  being  in 
danger,  which  fuited  well  in  the  reigns  of 
Charles  and  James,  but  in  the  time  of  the 

Georges  v;ere  groundlefs  and  unjuft.     In  the 

reply 
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reply  of  both  Houfes  it  was  obferved,  that 
they  regretted  his  Excellency's  apprehenfions 

m 

that  a  fpirit  of  party  was  prevalent  among 
them,  if  fo,  they  were  utterly  ignorant  of  it ; 
and   they  could   affure  him  that  there  was 
nothing  of  fuch  a  fpirit  in  the  legiflative  part 
of  the  community  :    and  fhould  it  appear, 
that  they  fhould  difcourage  it  to  the  utmofk 
of  their  power.     That  his  Excellency's  rec- 
ommendation, to  give  no  attention  to  de- 
clamations tending  to  promote  a  fufpicion  of 
the  civil  rights  of  the  people  being  in  danger^ 
fhould  have  its  weight.     That  it  was  their 
intention  to  fee  for  themfelves  ;  and  it  gave 
them  pleafUre  to  fee  that  the  civil  rights  of 
the  people  were  not  in  danger  ;    nor  were 
they  in  the  leaft  degree  fufpicious  that  they 
ever  would  be  under  his  Excellency's  admin-% 
iftration, 

Notwithftanding  the  agitations  which  had 
taken  place  amongft  parties  in  the  capital, 
the  alarm  had  not  as  yet  extended  to  the 
country  at  large,  nor  drawn  into  view  thofe 
eflential  points  of  controverfy,  on  w^hich  the 
revolution  of  the  Colonies  depended.  Sev-. 
cral  internal  circumftances  v/ere  favourable. 
The  reimburfement  money  for  the  year  1759, 

amounting 
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amounting  to  £60^6^4.  fterling,  had  chiefly 
arrived.      The  requilition  for  men  was  re- 
duced to  3000  ;  and  in  the  fall  of  the  year 
Sir  Jeffry  Amherft  difcharged  thefe,  except- 
ing 268  at  Halifax  and  323  at  Crown  Point, 
who  were  draughted  for  fervice  during  the 
winter.       Upon  the  w^hole,   the   Province 
feems  as  yet  to  have  been  in  that  ftate  of  reft 
^nd  fatisfadion,  which  a  deliverance  from 
an  hoftile  neighbour,  and  a  reliance  on  the 
faith  of  Parliament  for  relieving  it  from  the 
debt  incurred  by  the  war,  naturally  infpired. 
And  it  muil  aftonifh  the  political  obferver^ 
that  at  fuch  a  moment,  when  the  genius  of 
the  Britiih  nation  may  be  faid  to  have  ap-. 
peared  and  pointed  to  the  moft  fatal  convul-. 
fion  in  her  hiftory,  no  notice  was  taken  of 
the  warning.     Her  miniflers,  either  diftraiS:* 
ed  with  the  weight  of  the  public  debt,  over- 
looked every  thing  but  the  immediate  means 
of  colle<Sting  a  revenue ;  or,  ignorant  of  the 
growth,  enterprife,  and  advantages  of  the 
Colonifts,  carelefsly  fuffered  a  difagreement 
amongft  thefe  diftant  fubjeds,  which  was 
worthy  of  the  interpofition  of  the  higheft 
authority,  to  be  aggravated  by  the  rancour 
and  prejudice  of  private  neighbourhood,  and 
finally  to  be  kindled  into  a  flame  by  the  con- 
temptible 
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temptible  fpirit  of  party,  which  the  Interefts 
of  individuals  and  the  domineering  pride  of 
inferiour  officers  engendered. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  a  General  AfTemblj 
was  called  in  confequence  of  difcovering 
that  the  Treafurer^s  notes  and  dollars  were 
counterfeited,  for  the  punifhment  of  which 
offence  the  Governor  confidered  the  com- 
mon law  as  very  inadequate,  and  that  there 
was  a  great  defedl  alfo  in  its  not  providing 
a  punilhment  for  the  counterfeiting  of  bills 
of  exchange  and  notes  of  hand»  He  there- 
fore recommended  the  calling  in  of  the 
Treafurer's  notes,  and  ifTuing  others  with 
proper  checks  ;  and  that  the  ads  of  Parlia- 
ment againft  the  forging  of  public  and  pri- 
vate fecurities  ihould  be  extended  to  the 
Province. 

The  ftate  of  the  coin  in  Maflachufetts  was 
peculiarly  circuraftanced  at  this  time.  The 
comparative  value  of  gold  and  filver  in  En- 
gland was  fuch,  that  filver  could  be  fhipped 
thither  from  this  Province  with  much  great- 
er profit  than  gold.  Exchange  with  that 
country  for  many  years  paft  had  been  in  fa- 
vour of  this,  but  now  it  was  reverfed.      The 
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merchants,  havine  become  much  indebted  In 
England,  were  obliged  to  feek  for  large  re- 
mittances in  the  moft  advantageous  way, 
and  the  caufes  which  have  been  mentioned, 
led  them  to  export  the  filver  coin.  The 
confequences  of  fuch  an  exportation  became 
very  ferious,  from  the  fcarcity  of  current 
money  which  it  occafioned  ;  and,  as  gold 
was  not  by  law  a  tender,  it  became  particu- 
larly interefting  to  debtors  ;  for  if  filver 
could  not  be  procured,  gold  muft  be  receiv- 
ed in  payment  of  demands,  at  fuch  rates  as 
creditors  would  affent  to,  Thefe  two  clalT- 
es  of  men  therefore  became  immediate  par- 
ties to  the  controverfy  which  took  place  j 
they  drew  after  them  political  difputants  ; 
and  when  the  General  Court  aifembied,  the 
members  feemed  to  reprefent  their  confcitu- 
ents  in  nothing  more  exactly  than  in  their 
divifiorts.  The  calling  in  of  the  Treafurer's 
notes,  and  iffuing  others  as  a  mere  defenfive 
meafure  againft  counterfeiting,  was  a  very 
fimple  and  neceffary  precaution.  This 
however  v/as  connected  with  the  queftioii 
in  what  coin  they  (hould  be  made  payable  5 
and  this,  of  courfe,  brought  on  the  fubjedt 
of  making  gold  a  tender.  All  was  contro- 
verfy  and  indecifion.       The  two  Houfes, 

differing 
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differing  in  principle  on  the  main  pointy 
propofed  bills  to  each  other  for  all  the  pur* 
pofes  mentioned  in  the  Governor's  meflage  ; 
mutually  non-concurred  in  them  ;  exchang-* 
ed  amendments,  and  as  often  rejected  thofe 
amendments  ;  until  the  Governor  interfered 
by  confenting,  that  at  prefent,  his  recom- 
mendation j[hould  be  confined  to  the  fmgle 
bufmefs  of  calling  in  and  re-emitting  the 
Treafurer's  notes,  and  fuffering  the  refl  to 
ftand  over.  But  all  was  ineffedual.  The 
Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives  infifting  on  mak- 
ing gold  a  tender  and  the  Council  oppofing 
it,  the  court  could  agree  in  nothing  except- 
ing to  difpute  ;  and  after  fixteen  days  fpent 
in  fruitlefs  debates,  the  Governor  was  oblig- 
ed to  prorogue  them  with  exhortations, 
that,  as  the  prorogation  would  put  a  legal 
end  to  all  the  bufmefs  then  pending,  it  might 
have  the  fame  effed:  upon  their  minds  and 
memories,  and  free  them  from  all  bias  and 
prejudice  arifmg  from  any  tranfa^tions^ 
which  had  defeated  the  intention  of  the 
feflion.  The  parties  now  appealed  to  the 
tribunal  of  public  reafon.  And  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Hutchinfon  appearing  in  the 
newfpapers  in  favour  of  reducing  the  value 
of  the  gold  coin,  as  an  expedient  to  leffen 

the 
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the  motive  for  r^tainirig  it  in  the  Proviilcdj 
and  by  that  means  to  diminifh  the  exporta- 
tion of  filver,  Mr.  Otis  became  a  champion 
in  the  fame  manner  for  the  party,  who  either 
confidered  gold  as  a  legal  tender,  or  were 
for  making  it  fuch  at  the  ufual  rate^ 

The  manner  in  which  the  fubje^t  was 
handled  by  thefe  writers '  was  highly  con- 
trafted.  Mr.  Hutchinfon  was  temperate 
and  perfpicuous.  Mr.  Otis  with  depth  of 
reafoning  fought  to  captivate  the  public 
mind,  and  to  excite  all  its  prejudices  againft 
the  perfonal  charad:er  of  his  adverfary*. 
This  OGcafioned  a  medley  of  argument  and 
farcafm,  fo  pointed  and  warm,  that  Mr. 
Hutchinfon  thought  the  writer  would  lofe 
his  friends  with  his  temper,  and  had  jufti^ 
fied  negled:.  Of  this  he  availed  himfelf 
and  omitted  to  make  a  dired:  reply ;  but  in 
order  to  give  more  force  to  this  manage^ 
ment,  he  proceeded  to  write  on  the  fubjed: 
without  noticing  his  opponent :  and  to  this 
circumftance  we  owe  a  curious  hiftory  of 
the  currency.  An  anonymous  publication  p^^^^  ^^* 
alfo  appeared  in  this  difpute,  v/hich  was  at- 
tributed to  Mr.  Bowdoin,  then  a  member  of 

the 
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tlie  Council,  who  was  In  fentiment    with 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  upon  this  fubjed:,  and  who 
met  with  fimilar  treatment.     The  popular 
voice  inclined  to  Mr.  Otis.      The  difpute 
was  foon  enlarged,  attracting  other  objeds 
within  its  fphere,  until  the  plan  of  the  pre- 
vailing party  became  definite  and  diredled 
to  important  points  ;  fuch  as  the  expelling 
the  Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court  from  the 
Council ;    the  change  of  the  agent  in  En- 
gland ;  ameliorating  the  bufmefs  of  writs  of 
affiftance  ;  as  well  as  preferving  the  prefent 
rates  of  gold,  and  making  it  a  tender  :  fo 
that  the  winter  feflion  of  the  General  Court 
promifed    in    appearance    greater    confli£l& 
than  had  happened  in  the  laft. 
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Bill  for  maJung  gold  a  tender  pa  [fed — Salaries   ^ 
of  the  yiidges  of  the  Superioiir  Court  re^ 
duced — Mr,  Bollan  dtfmijfed^  and  y a/per 
Maudult^  Efq,  appointed  Agent — Attempt 
to  exclude  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court 

from  a  feat  in  the  Legiflature — Arguments 
on  the  fubjeB — Military  events — Debate 
between    the    Governor     and    Houfe    re- 

fpe&ing  the  employment  of  the  armed  pro- 
vincialfloop, 

X  HE  General  x^ffembly  was  called  to  the  176a. 
field  of  controverly  early  in  the  year  of 
1762  ;  and  after  a  flight  ftruggie  between 
the  Council  and  Houfe,  victory  upon  the 
whole  declared  herfelf  in  favour  of  the  Rep- 
refentatives.  It  is  to  be  underftood  that  the 
Governor  had  not  entered  zealoufly  into  the 
difpute  about  the  currency,  which  was  left 
very  much  to  the  management  of  Mr. 
Hutchinfon  ;  fo  that  the  approach  of  the 
Governor  and  the  General  Court  to  each 
other  was  the  lefs  difficult.  The  Houfe 
paffed  a  bill  for  iiTuing  nevsr  notes,  in  lieu 
of  thofe  extant,  from  the  Treafury,  in  pay- 
ment 
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ment  for  which  gold  coin  at  the  ufuat  cur* 
rent  rate  was  made  receivable  ;  and  another 
bill  cxprefsly  declaring  the  fame  coin  to  be  a 
tender  in  all  cafes,  to  both  of  which  the  Coun- 
cil made  little  oppofition,  and  the  Governor 
gave    his    confent.      The   good  difpofitiork  | 
difcovered  at  this  feffion  was  mutual ;    for 
in  confideration  of  the   extraordinary  fer- 
vices  of  his  Excellency,  the  General  Court 
granted  him  the  ifland   of  Mount-Defert. 
The  Houfe  however  accompanied  their  ref- 
olution  with  a  meflage,  entreating  that  he 
would  ufe  his  beft  endeavours  for  obtaining 
the  King's  gracious,  confirmation  of  a  title 
to  lands  (of  which  Mount-Defert  was  a  part) 
between  Nova-Scotia  and  the  River  Sagada- 
hock.     The  majority  having  thus  obtained 
an  afcendency  in  the  points  before  mention- 
ed, they  attenxpted  to  retrieve  the  ground^ 
which  they  had  loft  by  the  decifion  of  the 
Superiour  Court  on  the  fubjed:  of  writs  of 
affiftance.     They  prepared  a  bill,   entitled, 
An  a6l  for  the  better  enabling  officers  of  his 
Majefty's  cuftoms  to  carry  the  ads  of  trade 
into  execution  ;  the  fubflancc  of  which  was 
to  prevent  the  iffuing  of  thofe  writs  to  any 
perfoa   but   a   Cuftom-Houfe  officer ;    and 
that  upon  fpecial  information  on  oath,  na- 
ming; 
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ming  the  informer,  the  perfon  fuppofed  to 
own  the  goods,  and  the  place  where  thev 
were  fufpedled  to  he  concealed.  But  here 
the  Governor's  complaifance  was  checked. 
He  refufed  his  affent  to  this  hill  as  repug- 
nant to  the  laws  of  England,  particularly 
the  8th  of  William  III.  Chap.  xxii.  It  were  ^''  ^'^'  ^^ 
to  be  wifhed  that  truth  did  not  require 
it  to  be  added,  that  the  falaries  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court,  having  been 
reduced  the  laft  year,  were  not  only  granted 
at  the  fame  rate  this  feffion,  but  the  extra 
compenfation  to  the  Chief  Juftice  v/as  en- 
tirely withheld. 

After  a  fhort  prorogation,  the  fame  fyf- 
tem  was  purfued  with  partial  fuccefs.  Mr. 
Bollan  who  had  been  the  agent  of  the  Prov- 
ince in  England,  was  difmiffed,  and  Jafper 
Mauduit,  Efq.  a  gentleman  of  very  differ- 
ent purfuits  in  life,  and  of  much  lefs  knowl- 
edge in  provincial  affairs,  was  appointed 
in  his  ftead.  Richard  Jackfon,  jun.  Efq. 
Counfellor  at  law  for  Connedicut,  was  join- 
ed in  cafe  of  the  receipt  of  public  monies* 
Mr.  BoUan's  intereft  had  been  much  fliakea 
by  Governor  Pownall,  who   had  partially 

affociated  his  brother  John  Pownall,  Secre- 
tary 
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tary  to  the  board  of  trade,  in  the  agency, 
A  dedudion  from  the  reimburfement  mo- 
ney remitted  in  the  year  1 759,  and  a  remiff- 
nefs  in  his  correfpondence  with  the  General 
Court  had  operated  ftill  more  to  diminifh 
the  public  eftimation  of  him.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Bofton  alfo,  on  the  departure  of 
Governor  Pownall,  h?.d  inftrufted  their 
Reprefentatives,  upon  the  principle  of  re- 
lieving the  people  from  the  charge  of  wholly 
fupporting  an  agent,  and  procuring  the  ad- 
vantage of  perfonal  connexions,  to  endeav* 
our  to  effedt  the  eledtion  of  fome  gentleman 
refiding  a.t  or  near  the  city  of  London. 
Mr.  Mauduit  came  within  this  defcription  ; 
being  the  brother  of  Ifrael  Mauduit,  Efq. 
who  had  made  himfelf  of  importance  to 
minifters  by  his  writings  and  other  a£tive 
meafures  in  politics  ;  and  who  was  after- 
wards partially  united  in  the  agency.  Thefe 
caufes,  and  perhaps  we  may  add  the  circum« 
ftance  of  Mr.  Bollan's  being  a  member  of 
the  church  of  England,  and  Mr.  Mauduit's 
being  a  Diflenter,  placed  the  agent  on  that 
poife  with  the  General  Court,  which,  it  was 
faid,  the  influence  of  the  Governor  could 
turn  either  way.  Affairs  were  now  in  fuch 
a  ftate  as  made  it  inexpedient,  perhaps  im- 

poffible 
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poflible,  to  fave  him  from  oppofitlon,  and 
he  was  difmifled  from  the  fervice  of  the 
General  Court,  near  the  opening  of  a  con* 
teft,  in  which  his  talents  and  legal  informa- 
tion were  well  calculated  to  be  ufeful,  and 
to  the  aid  of  which  he  was  fome  years  after- 
wards recalled  in  the  capacity  of  agent  for 
the  Council. 

The  next  meafure  which  was  purfued  en- 
gaged all  the  attention  of  the  popular  party, 
being  founded  on  conftitutional  principles, 
and  immediately  connected  with  the  over- 
throw of  their  greateft  adverfary.  This  wa^ 
a  bill  for  excluding  the  Juftices  of  the  Su- 
periour  Court  from  a  feat  in  the  Council  or 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  The  grounds 
of  it  were  the  incompatibility  of  the  duties 
required  of  perfons  filling  thefe  offices,,  and 
the  danger  to  the  liberties  of  the  fubjedt 
from  uniting  the  judicial  and  leglflative  pow- 
ers, and,  as  it  refped:ed  the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, poffibly  the  executive  alfo,  in  the 
fame  hands.  At  the  prefent  day  the  reafon- 
ablenefs  and  neceffity  of  this  meafure  is  too 
obvious  to  require  explanation  :  yet  not- 
withftanding  the  general  fuccefs  of  thofe 
who  advocated  it,  and  the  fpirit  with  which 

• 
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It  was  brought  forward,  it  was  loft  for  thU 
time  in  the  Houfe  by  a  majority  of  feven* 
In  the  Gourfe  of  the  arguments  upon  this 
fubjedl  on  the  prefent  and  future  occafion, 
the  dire^It  and  refped:ed  authority  of  Mon- 
tefquieu,  as  well  as  the  reafon  of  the  cafe  on 
the  general  principles  of  government,  were 
adduced  in  favour  of  the  exclufion,  and  were 
enforced  by  a  new  writer  with  a  precifion, 
perfpicuity,  and  coolnefs  well  calculated  to 
improve  the  advantages  which  his  fide  of 
the  queftion  afforded,  and  which  derived  ad- 
ditional weight  from  the  low  farcafm  and 
perfonal  abufe  that  had  become  very  fre- 
quent between  the  parties  to  this  controverfy. 
Attempts  were  made  to  avoid  his  arguments 
by  an  opponent  of  much  ingenuity  and  log- 
ical acutenefs  in  argument,  of  great  legal 
information  and  overbearing  wit.  It  was 
contended  by  him,  that  the  fenfe  of  keeping 
the  three  powers  of  government  diftindt  w^as 
that  the  body  which  exercifes  the  legijlative 
power  fhould  be '  compofed  of  members, 
a  majority  of  who?72  (hould  have  no  fliare  in 
the  exercife  of  tht  judiciary  power.  This 
was  keeping  the  feveral  powers  in  diftindl 
bodies  of  men,  and  fatisfied  the  principle, 
without  going  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  no  indi- 
vidual 
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vidi^al  member  ihould  belong  to  both.  So 
m  England  the  Lords,  who  fit  in  Parliament, 
were  not  deprived  of  their  feats  or  voices  by- 
being  made  Chancellors,  or  Judges  of  any 
other  courts  in  England  ;  nor  was  it  uncom- 
mon for  thefe  to  be  made  Peers  of  the  realm, 
of  which  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Mansfield  was 
an  inftance. 

As  to  a  Lieutenant-Governor's  not  being 
eligible  as  a  Counfellor,  becaufe  in  cafe  of 
the  abfence  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  would  fill  his  place ; 
and  then  either  the  Province  muft  lofe  one 
of  its  Counfellors,  or  the  fame  gentleman 
muft  ad:  as  Governor  and  Counfellor,  it 
ought  to  be  premifed  :  that  it  w^as  a  great 
miftake  to  affert  that  there  could  be  no  lib- 
erty, where  he  who  exercifes  the  executive 
power  has  any  f dare  in  the  legiflative.  The 
King  of  Great-Britain,  who  had  the  fole  ex- 
ercife  of  the  executive  power^  had  alfo  a 
fhare  in  the  exercife  of  the  legiflative  power^ 
that  is,  the  power  of  rejecting.  Therefore 
Montefquieu,  who,  when  he  wrote,  had  the 
Engliih  government  in  view,   muft  be  un- 

derftood  to  mean  the  whole  executive  and  the 
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whole  leg'i/lative  powers  ought  not  to  be 
united,  as  they  are  in  the  republics  of  Italy  j 
or,  in  other  words,  that  a  majority  of  the 
body,  which  exercifes  the  kgiflative  power, 
fhould  have  no  fhare  in  the  executive.  So 
long  as  the  Governor  was  reiident  in  the 
Province,  there  could  be  no  conftitutional 
•  objedion    to     the    Lieutenant-Governor's 

being  in  the  Council.      As  to  th-e  contin- 
gency of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  s  filling 
the  place  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  if  it 
fhould    happen,  it  could  at  moft  only  re- 
duce the  nuinl>er  of  Counfellors,  confidered 
in  their  legiflative  capacity,  from  28  to  27  ; 
a  cafe  which  frequently  occurred  without 
any  apprehenfion  of  danger  to  political  lib- 
erty ;  and,  as  it  might  not  happen,  it  wa& 
abfurd  to  deprive  the  Province  of  an  able 
Counfellor  forever,,  left  it  might  be  deprived 
of  him  for  a  fhort  time  j    and  the  conftitu- 
tional objedlion  of  uniting  the  executive  and 
legiflative  powers'  would  be  obviated  by  his 
declining  to  afl:  as  a  Counfellor  in  matters 
of  legiflation  i   or,  if  he  could  be  weak  or 
wicked  enough  to  attempt  to  enflave  his 
country  (a  fuppofition  hardly  to  be  made  for 
argument's  fake)  he  was  not  to  be  feared, 
unlefs  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of 

Great- 
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Great-Britain  were  fuppofed  to  be  in  com- 
bination with  him. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  if  a  large 
majority  of  the  Legiflature  ought  to  have 
no  Ihare  in  the  judiciary  power,  for  the  fame 
reafon  not  a  fmgle  man,  who  has  a  fhare  in 
the  judiciary  power,  fhould  be  a  member  of 
the  legiflative  body.  For  if  a  fmgle  mem- 
ber, why  not  more  ?  and  Hberty  mufl  be  in 
danger,  according  to  the  maxim  advanced, 
in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  influence 
which  a  fmgle  member  of  the  one  body 
might  have  in  the  other :  and  how  great 
would  be  the  influence  of  a  Judge  in  the 
legiflative  body !  As  to  Chancellors  and 
Judges  having  feats  in  Parliament,  the  infer- 
ence that  it  was  conflitutional,  becaufe  it  had 
fometimes  been  a  fad,  was  inconclufive. 
The  creating  of  Peers  of  the  realm  and  eledl:- 
ing  Counfellors  were  diftind  powers :  the 
one  was  the  a£t  of  the  fovereign,  the  other 
the  eledion  of  the  people.  A  fovereign 
may  exercife  his  legal  prerogative,  as  he 
pleafes  ;  but  would  it  follow,  that  becaufe  the 
fovereign  is  pleafed  to  create  a  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  a  Peer  of  the  realm,  it  is  expedient 
for  the  people  of  this  Province  to  make  a 

Judge 
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Judge  a  Counfellor  ?  or  that  it  is  perfedly: 
confiftent  with  Hberty  ?  or  that  it  is  agreea- 
ble to 'Montefquieu's  fentiments  of  Uberty, 
after  he  has  exprefsly  faid  that  there  could 
be  no  Uberty,  if  the  power  of  judging  be  not 
feparated  from  the  legiflative  power  ?" 

That  the  inftance  of  the  King  of  Great-- 
Britain's  uniting  the  executive  and  legifla- 
tive powders  did  not  apply.  As  a  legiflator 
he  had  only  the  right  of  rejecling,  Coun-- 
fellors  had  the  right  of  refolving  ;  and  the 
great  writer,  w^hofe  authority  was  relied 
upon,  exprefsly  fays,  that  if  a  prince  fhould 
have  a  fhare  in  legiflation  by  the  power  of 
refolving,  liberty  would  be  at  an  end.  That 
the  three  great  powers  fhould  be  kept  in. 
an  even  balance  ;  a  fmall  weight  over  in 
either  fcale  might  indeed  be  more  eafily  re^ 
moved,  but  whilft  it  remained,  it  aseffedu- 
ally  deftroyed  the  balance  as  the  largeft^ 
The  whole  executive  power  fhould  be  kept 
feparate  from  the  whole  legiflative  powder. 
If  the  Commander  in  Chief  fhould  be  a  Coun-^ 
fellor  at  the  fame  time,  the  two  powers  be-. 
ing  vefl:ed  in  the  fame  perfon,  though  with 
reiped:  to  the  legiflative  in  part  only,  una- 
yoldably,  in  a  certain  degree,  there  would 
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fall  m  the  fcale  of  executive  power  too 
much  weiglit  of  influence,  and  the  balance 
would  be  difadjufted.  Indeed  it  feemed  to 
be  allowed  by  the  friends  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor's  caufe,  that  this  would  be  an  un- 
conllitutionai  union  ;  and  therefore  they  fay 
that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  a  Lieutenant-Governor 
would  not  adi  as  a  Counfellor,  confidering 
the  Council  as  a  legiflative  body.  But 
could  the  public  be  aiTured  of  this  ?  Power 
is  enchanting  ;  and  if  a  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor in  the  cafe  fuppofed  fhould  choofe  to    Boii.  oak 

^  .     1      .  n  •         •  1  •  Journals  aii4 

thnik  it  was  not  an  unconltitutional  union,    Records  of 
and    to  ad:  in  both  capacities,  who  could    comcr^' 
hinder  him  I 

The  military  events  of  this  year  although 
carried  on  without  the  continental  Colonies 
are  deferving  of  our  notice.  The  attack 
upon  the  ifland  of  Martinique  by  troops 
drawn  from  thofe  Provinces  making  it  ne- 
cefTary  that  they  fhould  continue  their  ex- 
ertions, Maifachufetts  raifed  2000  men,  in 
order  to  aid  in  fecuring  the  Britifli  domin- 
ions, and  particularly  the  conquefts  in  her 
neighbourhood.  Never  before  were  the 
regiments  levied  fo  eafily,  compofed  fo  well, 
uor  brought  into  the  field  fo  early  as  this 

year. 
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year.     Soon  after  the  capitulation  of  Marti- 
nique, another  enemy  was   found  in    the 
Spanifli    King,    lefs    formidable    from    the 
ftrength  of  his  arms  than  from  the  circum- 
ftance  of  the  difmiffion  of  Mr.  Pitt.     The 
fortune  of  war  began  again  to  be  dreaded, 
left  Canada  and  the  American  fifhery,  which 
had  hitherto  been  held  irredeemable,  might 
by  the  overruling  event  of  affairs  be  reftored 
to  the  French.     The  requifite  additions  to 
the  number  of  men  raifed  as  the  quota  of 
the  Province  w^ere  made,  fo  as  to  increafe 
them  to  3220  ;   and  feven  pounds  bounty 
was  voted  to  every  man,  who  fhould  enlift 
in  the  regular  regiments,  to  the  amount  of 
893.      In  the  month  of  July  an  alarming 
account  arrived  of  the  French  actually  land- 
ing and  taking  pofleffion  of  the  Bay  of  Bulls 
in  Newfoundland ;  in  confequence  of  which 
not   only  the  trade  of  the   Province  was 
threatened  with  effential  injury,  but  an  ex- 
traordinary tax  was  about  to  be  laid  on  its 
Inhabitants,  by    the   arrival   of   nine   fhips 
from  Flalifax  with  700  French  neutrals  on 
board,  whom  the  afped  of  affairs  had  made 
it  unfafe  to  retain  in  Nova-Scotia.      By  an 
exomen  of  thefe  people  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1760,  there  was  found  to  be  1017 

of 
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of  them  in  the  Province,  of  whom  only  394 
were  able  to  labour.  For  the  expenfe  of 
fubfifling  them,  the  Province  could  procure 
no  allowance  from  Parliament,  and  fo  had 
become  fubjed:  to  indefinite  taxation  in  this 
way  at  the  difcretion  of  the  commanders  in 
Nova-Scotia.  The  General  Court  thought 
themfelves  juftified  under  fuch  circumftan- 
ces  to  repel  this  burden,  and  forbid  the  land- 
ing of  thefe  unhappy  exiles.  The  partial 
conqueft,  which  the  French  made  at  New- 
foundland, was  foon  loft  by  the  recapture  of 
the  pofts  which  they  held  there  ;  and  all 
the  benefit  which  they  derived  from  this 
expedition  w^as  the  interruption  of  the 
Britifh  fifhery,  and  a  general  alarm  through 
the  Colonies. 

During  this  alarm  the  merchants  of  Salem 
and  Marblehead,  apprehenfive  for  the  fafety 
of  their  fhipping,  requefted  the  Governor  to 
afford  them  prote<3:ion,  when  employed  in 
fifhing  on  the  coafts  of  Nova-Scotia.  The 
meafures  taken  in  confequence  of  this  appli- 
cation produced  a  debate  between  the  Gov- 
ernor and  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
which  ferves  to  fhew  the  degree  of  jealoufy 
which  they  entertained  of  his  prerogative, 

and 
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and  perhaps  cf  his  difpofition,  and  in  this 
view,  the  whole  proceedings  are  deferving 
of  detail.  The  provincial  frigate  being  at 
this  time  on  a  cruife,  the  Governor  thought 
it  expedient,  after  obtaining  the  advice  of 
the  Council,  to  fit  out  the  armed  floop,  then 
juft  returned  from  Penobfcot,  with  fifty  men^ 
and  to  fend  her  to  the  gut  of  Caufo,  where 
fhe  cruifed  for  about  a  month,  and  encour- 
aged the  veflels,  which  were  there,  to  re- 
main and  complete  their  fares.  The  ufual 
number  of  men  for  this  floop  was  neceflarily 
to  be  augmented,  and  the  General  Court 
not  being  in  feffion,  the  Governor  with  ad- 
vice of  Council  undertook  to  do  this,  as  w^ell 
as  to  make  an  eftablifhment  for  their  pay  ; 
and  the  expenfe  of  the  cruife  was  drawn 
for  upon  the  appropriation  for  armed  vef- 
fels.  When  the  floop  returned,  he  made 
application  to  the  General  Court  to  provide 
for  the  continuance  of  her  complement  of 
men  for  a  longer  time  than  they  were  en-* 
gaged  for  :  inftead  of  which,  after  obferving 
that  there  was  not  the  leafl  neceffity  for  it, 
they  rcmonftrated  againft  the  making  or  in- 
creafmg  of  eftablifliments  by  the  Governor 
and  Council  :  that  it  w^as  in  effed:  taking 
from  the    Houfe  of  Reprefentatives   their 
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moft  darling  privilege,  the  right  of  origina- 
ting all  taxes,  and  annihilating  one  branch 
of  the  Legiflature  ;  and  when  once  given  up, 
(which  no  neceffity  would  juftify  them  in 
doing)  the  government  would  become  arbi- 
trary :  that  they  might  not  have  troubled 
the  Governor  about  this  affair,  had  it  been 
the  firft  inftance  of  the  kind,  but  left  it 
fhould  grow  into  a  precedent,  they  befought 
his  Excellency,  as  he  regarded  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  Province,  that  no  meaf- 
ures  of  that  nature  might  be  taken  for  the 
future,  let  the  advice  of  the  Council  be  what 
it  might. 

The  precedents  referred  to  in  this  anfwer 
were  the  cafes  of  the  funeral  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Phipps,  and  the  fitting  out  of  the 
Ihip  of  war  King  George.  In  the  firft  in* 
ftance  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Phipps,  after  apply- 
ing without  effed:  to  the  Governor  and 
Council,  folicited  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  to  bear  the  expenfe  of  his  funeral, 
which  they  refufed.  The  Governor  and 
Council  then  liquidated  fome  charges  which 
had  been  thought  unreafonable,  and  ordered 
the  accounts  to  be  paid.      Upon  this  the 

Houfe 
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Houfe  fent  a  meffiige  to  the  Council,  that 
the  advifing  to  fundiy  warrants,  to  pay  mo- 
nies for  defraying  the  expenfes  of  burying 
this  officer,  was  unanimoufly  refolved  to  be 
a  mifapplication  of  the  public   monies,  and 
unwarrantable  ;  and  that  the  Houfe  remon- 
ftrated  againft  it  as  an  infraction  of  the  con- 
ftitution.      The  Council  ftated  the  cafe,  and 
juflified  their  conduci:,  not  however  without 
relying  much   on  their  economy,  and  the 
peculiarity  of  circumftances,  as  a  fum  equal 
to  the  expenfe  of  covering  the   pulpit  had 
^     ^  been  paid  immediately,  and  the  refidue  of  the 

charge  had  lain  two  years  as  unreafonable, 
and  was  at  laft  adjufted.  In  the  cafe  of  the 
Ihip  King  George,  which  happened  under 
the  adminlftration  of  the  prefent  Governor, 
in  the  year  1761,  intelligence  being  received 
that  two  privateers  were  cruifing  off  Block 
Ifland,  and  had  taken  feveral  vefl'els  bound 
to  and  from  the  Colonies,  and  the  ihip  hav- 
ing no  more  than  thirty  men  belonging  to 
her,  which  number  there  was  no  piofpect  of 
increafmg  upon  the  exifling  eftablifliment, 
the  appropriation  for  the  fervice  of  the  fhip 
being  alfo  exhaufted,  the  Council  advifed 
the  Governor  to  imprefs  feamen,  and  to  en- 
lifl  volunteers  for  one  cruife  upon  a  bounty 
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of  ten  dollars  each,  provided  the  money 
could  be  procured  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  it 
was  further  advifed,  that  a  warrant^  fhould 
iffue  upon  the  Treafurer  for  feven  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  fuch  fums  as  fhould 
be  fubfcribed  by  any  merchants,  or  other 
perfons,  for  the  above  mentioned  fervices, 
upon  the  credit  of  a  reimburfement  to  he 
made  by  the  General  Court  at  their  next 
feffion. 

The  remonftrance  offered  to  the  Gover- 
nor wras  attended  with  aggravating  circum- 
ftances.  It  was  paffed  after  a  very  warm 
fpeech  by  a  member  in  the  Houfe  ;  and  at 
firft,  contained  the  following  offenfrve  obfer- 
vation  :  "  for  it  would  be  of  little  confe- 
quence  to  the  people,  whether  they  were 
fubje£t  to  George  or  Louis,  the  King  of 
Great-Britain,  or  the  French  King,  if  both 
were  arbitrary,  as  both  would  be,  if  both 
could  levy  taxes  without  Parliament." 
The  Governor  was  fo  difpleafed  at  this  paf- 
fage,  that  he  fent  a  letter  to  the  Speaker,  re- 
turning the  meifage  of  the  Houfe,  in  which 
he  faid  the  King's  name,  dignity,  and  caufe 
were  fo  improperly  treated,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  defire  the  Speaker  to  recommend 
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earneftly  to  the  Houfe,  that  it  might  not  be 
entered  upon  the  minutes  in  the  terms  in 
which  it  then  flood.  For  if  it  fhould,  he 
was  fatisfied  they  would  again  and  again 
wifh  that  fome  parts  of  it  were  expunged  ; 
efpecially  if  it  fhould  appear,  as  he  doubted 
not  it  would,  when  he  entered  upon  his  vin- 
dication, that  there  was  not  the  lead  grounds 
for  the  infmuation,  under  colour  of  which 
that  facred  and  well  beloved  name  was  fo 
difrefpefl; fully  brought  into  queflion. 

«  Upon  the  reading  of  this  letter,  the  excep- 

tionable claufe  was  ftruck  out  of  the  mef- 
fage  ;  but  enough  remained  to  excite  a  vin- 
dication from  the  Governor,  which  he  fent 
by  the  Secretary  immediately  before  pro- 
roguing the  General  Court.  In  this  he 
complained  of  the  imputation  thrown  upon 
him,  in  the  charge  of  taking  from  the  houfe 
the  right  of  originating  taxes,  and  annihilat- 
ing one  branch  of  the  Legiilature  by  making 
or  increaiing  eftablifhments,  tending  to  make 
the  government  arbitrary,  as  neither  exifting 
in  his  intentions  nor  deducible  from  his  ac- 
tions :  that  contingencies  would  happen, 
in  which  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Coun- 
cil was  jufiified  in  ilTuing  n^onies  for  fervices. 

not 
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not  exprefsly  provided  for  by  the  General 
Court,  as  where  a  danger  arifes  fo  immediate 
and  imminent,  that  there  is  no  time  for  call- 
ing the  Affembly  together ;  or  where  the 
expenfe  of  fome  neceffary  fervice  is  fo  in- 
confiderable,  as  to  be  not  worth  the  while  to 
put  the  Province  to  the  charge  of  the  Aflem- 
bly's  meeting  for  that  purpofe,  only  at  aa 
expenfe  vaftly  greater  than  the  fum  in  quef- 
tion  :  that  in  the  prefent  cafe  matters  were 
fo  managed  by  drawing  oiF  men  employed 
at  the  Caftle,  that  out  of  50  only  24  were 
charged  to  the  Province  :  that  the  meafure 
was  a  legal  and  conftitutional  exercife  of  the 
powers  vefted  in  the  Governor  and  Coua- 
cil ;  and  that  if  it  were  wrong  and  ill  ad- 
vifed  (v^rhich  was  not  admitted)  it  could 
amount  to  no  more  than  an  improper  ap- 
plication of  the  public  money  by  thofe,  who 
had  lawful  authority  to  apply  fuch  money 
to  the  public  purpofes  ;  and  when  this  dif- 
tindtion  was  confidered,  how  could  this  ad:, 
right  or  wrong,  be  applied  to  the  right  of 
originating  taxes,  annihilating  one  branch 
of  the  Legiflature  and  making  the  govern- 
ment arbitrary  ? 

Although 


tlH' 


126  BERNARD. 

Although  the  prorogation  flopped  the 
voice  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  fo  as 
to  prevent  a  reply,  yet  they  found  time  to- 
appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  an  anfwer 
to  it  in  the  recefs,  and  to  report  at  the  next 
feffion,  when  they  failed  not  to  refume  their 
remonrtrance  againft  fuch  an  unlimited  dif- 
cretionary  pov^er,  as  the  Governor  feemed 
to  claim,  being  lodged  in  any  hands  but  the 
legiflative  body  of  a  country  v^ho  they  faid 
was,  in  all  regular  governments,  the  ulti* 
mate  judge  of  the  good  of  a  people. 

They  admitted  that  a  difcretlonary  power 
mull  of  neceffity  be  left  with  the  Governor 
and  Council  ;  but  they  contended  that  this 
ought  to  be  limited  by  the  fum  appropriated 
by  the  General  Court  for  contingencies  arif- 
ing  from  fudden  imminent  dangers,  and 
iieceffary  though  inconfiderable  fervices. 
They  quoted  the  proceedings  and  language 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  as  to  a  ftridt  ad- 
herence to  the  cflcntial  parliamentary  forms 
of  granting  fupplies  only  upon  eftimates, 
and  appropriating  the  fame  to  fervices  and 
occafions,  publickly  avovv^cd  and  judged  nec- 
cfTary.       That   "  the  departing  from  thefe 
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excellent  methods  will  by  degrees  render 
Parliament  altogether  ufelefs,  and  princes 
arbitrary,  by  lodging  in  the  crown,  and  in 
the  minifters,  an  abfolute  and  uncontrollable 
power  of  raifmg  money  upon  the  people, 
which  by  the  wife  conftitution  of  Great- 
Britain  is  and  can  be  only  lodged  with  fafe- 
,ty  in  the  Legiflature."  They  declared  that 
as  they  were  far  from  wilhing  the  Governor 
to  give  up  any  part  of  his  Majefty's  prerog- 
ative, fo  they  thought  that  the  mod  rational 
evidence  of  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
his  Majefly  was  a  decent  and  vigorous  ad- 
herence to  thofe  principles  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty,  which  were  the  bafis  of  the 
bell  government  in  the  vrorld,  or  that  hu- 
man nature  was  capable  of. 

The  Governor  avoided  further  contro- 
verfy  upon  this  fubjedt  with  equal  delicacy  ■ 
and  corred:nefs,  by  obferving  to  the  Houfe 
that  he  lliould  have  been  glad  to  have  fig- 
nified  his  approbation  of  the  general  fenti- 
ments  prevailing  in  their  meflage ;  to  have 
afllired  them  that  there  was  no  danger  of 
their  differing  in  fundamental  principles  of 
loyalty  and  civil  liberty  ;  to  have  teflified 
his  fenfe  of  the  profeffions  of  perfonal  re- 
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gard  which  they  exprefled  for  him ;  but  that 
he  was  deprived  of  that  pleafure  by  perceiv- 
ing by  their  votes,  that  the  meffage  was  pre- 
pared by  an  order  made  and  a  committee 
appointed  at  the  laft  feffion  :  that  upon  a 
prorogation  all  bufinefs  that  had  a  regard  to 
the  mutual  relation  of  the  three  branches, 
was  at  an  end,  and  if  it  were  to  be  renew- 
ed, it  muft  originate  de  novo :  that  this  was 
the  chief  diftindion  between  a  prorogatioa 
and  an  adjournment,  and  was  by  no  means 
indifferent,  and  he  therefore  defired  that  this 
might  not  be  a  precedent  for  transferring  a 
bufmefs  from  one  feffion  to  another  by  way 
of  continuation. 
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CHAP.    VI. 

Peace  in  ijG^—Emmty  of  parties — Ecclejl* 
ajlical  difpute — Flan  for  taxing  the  Colo^ 
nies — A5ls  of  trade  enforced — Proceedings 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfentatives  thereupon--^ 
Indian  war — InfiruBions  to  the  agent 
agai?iji  taxing  the  Colonies  and  enforcing 
the  adls  of  trade — Harvard-Hall  burnt. 

J\,  MORE  pleafmg  communication  very    1765. 
foon  followed,  in  announcing  authentic  ad-    Feb.  7. 
vice,  that  the  preliminaries  of  peace  between 
Great-Britain,  and  France  and  Spain,  had 
been  figned.     This  event  both  Houfes  ac- 
knowledged with  humble  gratitude  for  the 
proted:ion  afforded  them  by  their  gracious 
fovereign  during  the  war,  for  the  frequent 
grants  made  by  Parliament  for  their  relief, 
and  for  the  affurances  of  compenfation  for 
the  expenfes  of  the  laft  year,  without  which 
proted:ion  they  would  have  been  a  prey  to 
the  power  of  France,  and  without  which 
affiftance,  the  burden  arifmg  from  their  un* 
precedented  expenfes  would  have  been  in- 
fupportable.     On  this  occafion  they  return- 
ed 
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ed  their  thanks  to  the  Governor  alfo  ;  and 
expreffed  their  wifhes  that  he  might  long  be 
continued  at  the  head  of  the  government, 
promoting  that  interior  peace  upon  which 
their  profperity  fo  much  depended. 

The  communication  of  the  final  ratifica- 
tion of  the  peace,  to  the  new  Affembly  of 
the  prefent  year,  drew  from  them  an  addrefs 
not  lefs  replete  with  gratitude  to  the  Ring 
fwr  the  great  advantages  obtained  by  it,  and 
with    refpedt    for   the    Governor.        They 
declared  themfelves  fenfible  of  his  fervices 
during  the  war  ;  but  as  the  peaceful  and  fet- 
tled ftate  of  the  country  would  give  him 
more  opportunities  of  ferving  it  than  were 
then  to  be  expefted,  they  doubted  not  but 
he  would  improve  them  for  the  heft  pur- 
pofes.     They  hoped  that  he  would  ftill  have 
the  honour  of  being  diftinguiihed  in  En- 
gland for  his  attachment  to  their  intereft, 
which  was  infeparably  donne£ted  with  the 
intereft  of  the  mother  countiy ;  and  have  fur- 
ther public  teftimonies  from  a  moft  grateful 
people.      They  declared  that  the  unanimity 
which    the    Governor    recommended    was 
never  greater  in  the  Province  than  at  this 
time.     They  doubted  not,  that  as  they  had 
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been  delivered  from  foreign  war,  they  fhould 
be  equally  free  from  inteftine  divifions  ;  and 
that  now  peace  was  diffufed  through  the 
vaft  circle  of  the  BritiiGhi  dominions,  it  would 
continue  and  prevail  in  an  efpecial  manner 
in  the  counfels  of  this  Province,  under  his 
wife  and  impartial  adminiftration. 

The  two  Houfes  alfo  agreed  upon  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  King.  In  this  they  returned 
their  thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  procuring  by 
the  treaty  of  peace  conceffions  equal  to  their 
greateft  hopes,  and  expreffed  their  obliga- 
tions to  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of  his 
Majefty's  reign,  as  far  as  the  remotenefs  of 
their  fituation  and  the  limits  of  their  fphere 
would  admit ;  and  promifed  a  conftant  en-i- 
deavour  to  evidence  their  gratitude  by  every 
exprefTion  of  duty  and  loyalty  in  their 
power. 

Whatever  wifhes  might  have  been  enter- 
tained by  the  General  Court  for  the  interior 
peace  of  the  Province,  and  however  its  pe- 
cuniary interefts  as  it  refped:ed  the  reim- 
burfement  money  and  other  juft  caufes 
might  have  preferved  a  tranquillity  in  the 
Legiflature  unlike  the  warmth  which  pre- 
vailed 
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vailed  without  doors,  the  caufes  of  difcord 
were  too  efFedually  eftablifhed  to  admit  of 
a  union  of  parties.      National   diftruft  had 
taken   deep  root  from   long  (landing,  and 
perfonal  animofity  had  entwined  itfelf  with 
the  public  caufe.     The  prefervation  of  lib- 
erty on  one  fide,  and  the  fupport  of  good 
government  on  the  other,  were  connected 
w^th  the  downfall  of  individuals  in  the  op- 
pofite   divifions.       A  people,  profeffing    a 
jealoufy  of  their  liberties,  and   conftantly 
feeking  for  a  knowledge  of  their  rights,  nat- 
urally interefted  themfelves  in  whatever  re- 
lated to  the  character  and  conduct  of  polit- 
ical difputants.     Hence  private  concerns  fell 
under  the  cognizance  of  public  opinion,  and 
perfonal  charges  were  brought  forward  at 
the  bar  of  the  prefs.      The  friends  of  the 
Lieutenant-Governor's   caufe  charged   Mr. 
Otis  with  raifmg  his  patriotifm  from    the 
difappointment  of  his  father,  who  failed  in 
his  application  for  the  place  of  a  Judge  of 
the  Superiour  Court,  and  with  attempting 
to  execute  his  threat  to  fet  the  Province  in 
a  flame,  in  cafe  he  fliould   not   obtain   it. 
Mr.  Otis  in  return  difavowed  all  fuch  mo- 
tives and  threats,  and  charged  Mr.  Hutch- 
infon  with  duplicity  and  intrigue  in  obtain- 
ing 
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ing  the  place  of  Chief  Juftice,  to  the  exclu^ 
fion  of  the  elder  Mr.  Otis's  application. 
Other  perfons  alfo  were  drawn  foward  by 
name  in  the  newfpapers,  and  the  ferment 
was  kept  up  by  a  mixture  of  various  fub- 
jed:s  of  controverfy. 

Amongft  thefe  was  a  difpute  between  the 
Epifcopalians  and  Diffenters,  which  may  be 
confidered  as  falling  more  peculiarly  within 
the  ecclefiaflical  hiflory  of  the  country,  but 
which  from  its  intimate  connexion  with 
politics,  and  from  its  dividing  the  inhabi- 
tants into  the  fame  parties,  as  well  as  from 
the  general  intereft  which  it  created  in  their 
feelings,  may  not  be  thought  an  improper 
fubjed:  to  be  mentioned  in  this  work.  The 
general  oppofition  of  thofe  fedts  of  chriftians 
from  the  planting  of  the  Colony  is  com- 
monly known.  In  the  year  1701  the  Soci- 
ety for  propagating  the  gofpel  in  foreign 
parts  was  incorporated  in  England  ;  and 
being  eftablifhed  by  Epifcopalians,  was  nat- 
urally looked  to  by  them  for  the  fpreading 
and  fupporting  of  their  church.  This  So- 
ciety had  fent  and  was  maintaining  about 
thirty  miffionaries  in  New-England  ;  and  a 
jealoufy  prevailed  amongft   the  Diffenters 
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that  the  congregations,  which  were  aided  by 
thefe  miffions,  were  defigned  to  introduce 
an   Epifcopal    fovereign,    to    whom     their 
own  churches  might  at  length  be  made  fub- 
fervient.      The  incident,  which  awakened 
the  controverfy  on  this  fubjeft,  at  a  moment 
when  the  fpirit  of  party  attached  itfelf  to 
every  thing  which  could  be  moulded  to  its 
purpofes,  was  the  death  of  Dodtor  E.  Miller, 
one   6f  the  Society's  miflionaries  over  an 
Epifcopal  church  in  Brain  tree.      The  man- 
ner, in  which  this  was  related  in  the  Gaz- 
ette, was   confidered  as  difrefpedtful    from 
the  farcafm  that  was  thrown  upon  his  con- 
gregation, as  though  they  came  within  the 
defcription  of  perfons  amongft  whom  it  was 
the  proper  objeft  of  the  Society  to  propa- 
gate the  gofpel,  and  who,  in  the  writer's 
view,  were  the  negroes  and  Indians  of  the 
country. 

The  paragraph  w^as  pointedly  refented  by 
the  Rev.  Eaft  Apthorp,  another  miffionary 
of  the  Society  at  Cambridge,  where  a  church 
had  been  lately  erected.  He  feized  this  oc- 
cafion  to  undertake  the  defence  of  the  Soci- 
ety's conduct,  as  confiftent  with  the  powers 
vefted  in  it  by  its  charter,  and  once  for  all 

to 
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to  fettle  the  queftion,  whether  it  had  mifap- 
plied  a  fund  originally  limited  to  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  Heathen.  In  this  defence 
the  writer  laboured  to  prove,  that  it  was  a 
direct  and  immediate  objed:  of  the  Society 
to  propagate  the  gofpel  in  the  Britifh  Colo- 
nies and  plantations.  But  Mr.  Apthorp's 
confiderations,  inftead  of  fettling  the  quef- 
tion  once  for  all,  drew  from  the  pen  of 
Dodlor  Jonathan  Mayhew  obfervations  on 
the  charter  and  condud:  of  the  Society,  with 
remarks  on  Mr.  Apthorp's  confiderations, 
and  various  incidental  reflections  relative  to 
the  church  of  England,  and  the  ftate  of  re- 
ligion in  North-America.  The  acumen  and 
celebrity  of  this  performance  placed  the  au- 
thor of  it  firft  on  the  lift  of  polemics  in  this 
country,  and  gave  him  a  high  reputation  in 
Europe.  After  feveral  ftridtures  upon  it  in 
New-England,  two  of  which  were  particu- 
larly replied  to,  an  anfwer  to  Dodor  May- 
hew's  obfervations  appeared  in*  London, 
and  was  attributed  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  himfelf.  If  this  writer  conceded 
too  much  in  his  argument,  to  fave  the  vic- 
tory as  a  difputant,  he  loft  nothing  of  the 
dignity  and  candour  which  became  him  as 
an  arbiter  in  this  controverfy,  and  which 

was 
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was  due  to  his  high  ftation  in  a  chriftian 
church.       This  brought  forward  a  fecond 
defence  with  zeal  Utile  diminiihcd  on  the 
part  of  Doctor  Mayhew,  and  with  enlarged 
obfervations  on  the  fettlement  of  Bifhops  in 
North-America  :   and  a  review  of  this  de- 
fence by  Mr.  Apthorp  feems  to  have  clofed 
the  difpute  of  thefe  writers.     The  connex- 
ion between  this  conteft  and  poHtics  con- 
fided chiefly  in  the  impreffion  made  on  the 
public  mind,  that  the  eftablifhment  of  Bifh- 
ops would  be  attended  with  the  exercife  of 
temporal  powers  fimilar  to  thofe  which  they 
pofTeiTed  in   England  ;   and  that  the  folici- 
tude  of  the  Society   to  plant  miffionaries, 
where  the  benefits  of  the  gofpel  were  ad- 
miniftered,  though  not  according  to  the  rit- 
ual of  the  church  of  England,  had  been  the 
means  of  negleding  the  Indians  on  the  bor- 
ders, and  fo  lofing  an  influence  over  them, 
which  might  have  prevented  the  cruelties  of 
war.         « 

Whatever  advantages  eventually  accrued 
to  civil  or  religious  liberty  from  this  contro- 
verfy,  its  immediate  eflPedts  were  little  calcu- 
lated to  advance  the  mild  fpirit  of  the  gofpel. 
The  heat  with  which  it  was  carried  on  re- 
generated 
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generated  the  ancient  enmities,  by  calling 
up  to  view  the  former  conflicts  of  the  liti- 
gating parties.  The  perfecution  of  the  Dif* 
fenters  by  the  church  of  England  before 
the  fettlement  of  America  took  place  ;  their 
intolerance  to  Epifcopalians  and  other  fe6ts 
afterwards  ;  their  cruelty  to  the  Quakers  ; 
the  relative  ftate  of  morals  among  the  exift- 
ing  members  of  the  different  communions, 
and  even  the  condud:  of  individual  charac- 
ters, were  forced  up  in  the  accufation  and 
defence  of  the  Society  for  propagating  the 
gofpel,  and  all  this  with  a  guife  of  ufmg 
Iharp  expreffions  and  perfonal  invedive  un- 
der proteftations  of  candour  and  good  will, 
which  gave  too  great  a  complexion  of  cane 
and  infmcerity  to  the  debates  of  the  times 
in  general.  Thefe  writings  therefore  may 
be  confidered  as  increafing  the  divifions, 
which  were  rifmg  in  Maffachufetts  as  in  a 
point,  whence  with  diverging  influence  they 
were  about  to  fpread  over  the  American  and 
European  world. 

The  fpirit  difplayed  in  the  Province  of 
Maffachufetts  Bay  was  truly  hoftile  to  any 
alterations  in  its  government.     There  was 

no 
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no  torpor  to  invite  encroachments  upon  civil 
rights  by  ftealth  ;  and  the  dlvifions  were  too 
unequal  in  point  of  numbers  to  afford  hope 
for  the  operation  of  force.  The  only  chan- 
nel, through  w^hich  the  Colonifts  could  be 
approached  by  the  government  in  England 
therefore,  was  in  thofe  external  regulations 
of  trade,  which  they  had  conceded  to  be 
under  its  control.  No  time  was  loft  in 
beginning  on  this  ground,  and  converting 
thofe  regulations  into  fources  of  taxation. 
Before  the  peace  had  extended  to  the  In- 
dians, the  firft  lord  of  trade  with  a  view  of 
raifing  a  revenue  from  foreign  molaiTes  im- 
ported into  Britifli  Colonies,  moved  for  a 
redudlion  of  the  duty,  which  flood  fo  high 
as  to  amount  to  a  prohibition,  or  would 
have  operated  fo,  had  not  the  ad:  been 
wholly  negledled,  and  the  trade  connived  at. 
This  motion  was  fuftained  and  produced  a 
bill  for  the  purpofe,  which  was  referred  by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  next  feffions. 
A  plan  was  likewife  framed  by  Mr.  Gren- 
ville,  for  laying  a  dired:  internal  tax  on  the 
Colonies  by  a  ftamp  adt.  This  alfo  was 
poftponed.  In  the  mean  time  the  lords  of 
the  Admiralty  iffiied  their  inflrudions  to  the 
commanders  of  the  navy  in  America,  to  en- 
force 
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force  the  feveral  ads  of  trade,  that  is,  the 
navigation  a6t  and  others,  by  which  it  was 
provided,  that  no  goods  fhould  be  imported 
into  or  exported  from  any  of  his  Majefty's 
plantations,  except  in  veffels  built  in  and 
belonging  to  the  people  of  England,  or  Ire- 
land, or  fuch  plantations  ;  and  whereof  the 
mafter  and  three  quarters  of  the  crew,  at 
leaft,  fhould  be  Englifh  :  that  no  product  or 
manufacture  of  Europe,  excepting  wines 
from  Madeira  and  the  Azores,  fervants, 
horfes,  and  viduals  from  Scotland,  and 
viduals  from  Ireland,  fhould  be  imported 
into  fuch  plantations,  without  being  laden 
and  fhipped  in  England  :  that  all  veffels  in 
the  plantations  fhould  be  fubjed  to  the  fame 
fearches,  and  all  Cuftom-Houfe  officers  there 
Should  have  the  fame  powers,  as  in  England  : 
that  the  Treafurer  and  Commiffioners  in  En- 
gland fliould  appoint  officers  in  the  planta-  . 
tions,  and  that  fhips  trading  there  fhould 
be  regiflered,  &c.  By  one  of  thefe  laws  it 
was  declared,  that  all  laws  made  by  any  of 
the  Colonies  inconfiflent  with  any  ad  of 
Parliament  fliould  be  void.  This,  as  it  re- 
fpeded  Maffachufetts,  was  either  fuperflu- 
ous,  or  fhewed  a  diflrufl  of  the  power  of 
the  King  in  Council,  by  whom  the  laws 
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paffed  in.  this  Province  were  fubjed  to  be 
difapproved  within  three  years.  Deputa- 
tions alfo  were  fent  to  feize  prohibited 
goods.  But  the  ftrongeft  apprehenlions 
arofe  from  the  publication  of  the  orders  for 
the  ftridt  execution  of  the  raolaffes  acl, 
which  is  faid  to  have  caufed  a  greater  alarm 
in  the  country  than  the  taking  of  Fort 
William  Henry  did  in  the  year  1757. 

Although  oppofition  was  not  fo  fettled  and 
arranged,  as  to  erkable  it  to  be  adlive  againfl: 
thefe  threatening  proceedings  ;  yet  they  did 
not  pafs  unnoticed  by  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives,  who  drew  up  inftrudions  to  their 
agent,  to  ufe  his  endeavours  to  obtain  a  re- 
peal of  the  fugar  ad,  and  to  exert  himfelf  to 
prevent   a  ftamp  ad,  or  any  impofitions  or 
taxes  upon  this  or  the  other  American  Col- 
onies ;  in  addition  to  which  they  alfo  made  a 
*     ftatemcnt  of  the  rights  of  the  Britifh  Colo- 
nies in  general,  and  of  Maffachufetts  in  par- 
ticular.     Thefe  however,  being  referred  to 
a  committee  on  the  agent's  letters,  appear  to 
have  been  checked,  at  this  time,  by  them. 
But  the  Houfc  proceeded  to  choofe  a  com- 
mittee, to  write  to  the  other  governments, 
in  the  recefs  of  the  General  Court,  to  ac- 
quaint 
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quaint  them  with  the  inftru6tions,  and  to 
defire  the  feveral  Aflemblies  to  join  them  in 
the  fame  meafures.  At  the  clofe  of  the  fef- 
fion  the  Governor  prorogued  the  Court, 
with  exprefTions  of  applaufe  for  their  una- 
nimity. 

The  embarrafiments  of  the  General  Af- 
fembly  in  a  financial  view  were  lefTened  by 
the   receipt   of  the   reimburfement   money     42,774^- 1^» 
granted  by  Padiament  for  the  year  1761. 
But  they  were  greatly  increafed  by  the  ir- 
ruption  of  a  general   Indian    war,   which 
might   have    again    made    the    aid    of  the 
mother  country  of  much  importance.     Al- 
though this  evil  fell  more  immediately  on 
the  frontiers  of  the  fouthern  Colonies ;  yet 
it  was  made  a  common  caufe  in  the  view 
of  the  King.     And  General  Gage,  who  had 
become  Commander  in  Chief  by  the  depar- 
ture of  General  Amherft,  propofed  to  col- 
led: a  refpedable  force  at  Niagara  in  the 
fpring,  to  carry  the  war  into  the  country  of 
the  Indians  upon  the  lakes,  whilft  a  force 
from  thofe  Colonies  fhould  execute  a  fimi- 
lar  plan  upon  the  River  Ohio.       For  this 
purpofe  he  required  700  men  of  MafTachu- 
fetts  :   and  the  Governor  demanded  200  in 

addition 
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a?fditron  to  tliefe,  to  enable  him  to  proted 
the  eaftern  country.  The  Hoiife  of  Rep- 
refentatives  availed  themfelves  of  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  terms  of  peace  being  propofed 
by  fome  of  the  principal  tribes,  which  were 
accepted  by  the  commanding  officer  at 
Detroit,  to  wave  the  further  confideration 
of  General  Gage's  requifition.  But  inftruc- 
tions  arriving  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
enforcing  the  meafures  recommended  by  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  the  Governor  urged 
them  again  upon  the  General  Court,  when 
the  Houfe  again  declined,  for  reafons  given 
at  large,  to  affume  this  burden  upon  the 
Province  at  the  prefent  time.  Thefe  rea- 
fons  he  engaged  to  lay  before  the  Secretary 
'of  State,  not  without  expreffing  his  appre- 
henfions,  that  by  their  refufal,  they  w^ould 
countera6l  other  purpofes,  which  they  had 
been  profecuting  in  the  courfe  of  the  feffion, 
of  infinitely  greater  confequence  than  the 
expenfe  of  the  men  required. 

About  this  time  there  was  a  paufe  in  the 
oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  the  crown  and 
■Parliament,  v;hich  might  have  given  fome 
appearance  of  the  conciliation  of  parties,  but 
"which  was  more  probably  owing  to  the  un- 
certainty 
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certamty  of  the  eventual  plan  of  the  minif- 
tiy,  and  the  proper  ground  to  be  chofen  for 
eounteradting  it.  The  fuppreffing  of  the 
propofed  inftrudions  to  the  agent  by  a 
committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
indicated  that  this  balance  of  power  there 
was  unfettled.  Several  circumftances  fhew- 
ed  a  lefs  inflexible  fpirit  than  had  exiiled 
among  the  leaders.  The  Governor  appoint- 
ed the  elder  Mr.  Otis  a  Juftice  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  and  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  County  of  Barnftable,  The  younger 
wrote  a  pamphlet  on  the  rights  of  the  Brit- 
ilh  Colonies,  in  which  he  acknowledged  the 
fovereignty  of  Parliament,  as  well  as  the  ob-^ 
ligations  of  the  Colonies  to  fubmit  to  fuch 
burdens  as  it  might  lay  upon  them,  until  it 
fliould  be  pleafed  to  relieve  them,  and  put 
the  queflion  of  taxing  America  on  the  foot- 
ing of  the  common  good.  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Hutchinfon,  after  being  fo  hardly  pur- 
fued  as  to  his  eligibility  as  a  Counfellor,  al- 
mofl  regained  his  popularity  with  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  in  the  prefent  exigency  of 
public  affairs,  which  made  it  expedient  to 
choofe  an  additional  agent  to  be  fent  imme- 
diately from  this  country  to  England.  The 
General  Court  were  induced  to  adopt  this 

meafure 
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meafure  from  feveral  caufes.      The   fpirit 
which  was  fhewn  towards  America  by  men 
in  power  caft  a  deadly  influence  upon  her 
liberty.     It  was  beginning  to  adt  through 
the  channel  of  commerce.     The  merchants 
of  Bofton  and  the   other  fea  ports  in  the 
Province,  anxious  to  repel  this  impending 
evil,    prefented    a    petition    that    meafurcs 
might  be  taken  to  preferve  the  trade  from 
the  pernicious  efFeds  of  the  fugar  a.Ci  and 
other  regulations  conneifted  with  it.     The 
reafons  given  in  this  petition,  as  well  per- 
haps as  the   ftrange   acquiefcence    of   Mr. 
Mauduit  in  the  views  of  the  miniftry,  and 
his  feeble  manner  of  foliciting  for  the  reim- 
burfement  of  the  expenfe  of   maintaining 
the  French   neutrals,  brought  the  General 
Court  to  the  refoiution  of  choofmg  an  agent, 
to  ad:  jointly  with  him  in  England.      No 
man  in  the  Province  was  generally  confid- 
ered  more  fuitable  for  this  appointment  than 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  ;  and  he  was  in  fuch  favour 
with  the  members,  as  to  receive  all  the  votes 
Hutch. M.S.    i)uj;  eieht  in  both  Houfes.      An  embarrafT- 
ment  arofe,  however,  which  entirely  fruf- 
trated  his  entering  upon  a  charge,  which,  if 
undertaken,  would,  probably,  have   accele- 
rated   his    private    fortunes,    and    perhaps 

changed 
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changed  the  future  political  circumftances 
of  the  countiy.  The  office  of  .Lieutenant- 
Governor  afforded  him  neither  profit  nor 
employment ;  yet  it  was  confidered  by  the 
Governor  as  an  appointment  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, as  made  it  improper  for  him  to  be  ab- 
fent  from  the  Province  without  permiffion. 
In  this  opinion  he  acquiefced,  and  returned 
an  anfwer  to  the  Affembly,  that  fome  diffi- 
culties rendered  it  impracticable  for  him  to 
proceed  to  England  immediately,  but  that 
thefe  would  probably  be  removed  in  a  few 
months  ;  and  fo  left  it  with  them  either 
wholly  to  excufe  him  or  to  fuffer  him  to 
engage  in  the  bufinefs,  when  he  might  be 
at  liberty  to  undertake  it.  The  importance 
of  the  objedts  in  queftion  now  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  enemies 
to  oppofe  him  with  fuccefs,  as  delay  might 
operate,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  country.  Eventually  the  Houfe  vo- 
ted by  a  majority  of  nine  to  excufe  him  in 
confequence  of  his  letter  ;  but  the  Council 
being  divided,  this  vote  was  confidered  as 
being  non-concurred  ;  thus  the  bufinefs  was 
left  unfettled  to  his  great  mortification,  as 
he  had  expeded  an  indulgence  in  this  in^ 

ftance^ 
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fiance,  and  complained  to  his  friends  that 
the  queftion  was  taken  when  he  was  ab- 
fent    from   the   Court,   and   many    leading 
members  of  the  fame  fentiments  had  accom- 
panied* him.     He  ftill  entertained  an  expec- 
tion  that  the  vote  might  be  renewed  by  the 
fucceeding  Affembly  ;  and  he  thought  him- 
felf  entitled  to   it  by  thirty  years  fervice, 
particularly  by  projeding  and  fubftituting 
fpecie    for   a   paper    currency    under   fuch 
great  difficulties  as  he  had  oppofed  ;    and 
with  this  impreflion  he  wrote  to  Lord  Hali- 
fax for  leave  to  abfent    himfelf  from    the 
Province,  in  cafe  of  his  being  again  called  to 
the  agency.     But  he  had  pafTed  the  fummit 
of  his  popularity,  and  was  now  about  to  de- 
fcend  into  the  vale  of  public  ccnfure,  cheer- 
ed only  by  the  light  of  his  own  mind,  and 
the  temporary  funfhine  of  royal  favour. 

Although  Mr.  Hutchinfon  was  not  finally 
appointed  to  the  agency  in  England,  yet 
the  General  Court  appear  to  have  availed 
themfelves  of  his  fervices,  in  draughting  in- 
llrudions  to  Mr.  Mauduit  againft  the  fev- 
eral  acts  of  Parliament,  fo  detrimental  to  the 
trade  and  fifiiery  of  the  Province.  Upon, 
the  fubjcct  of  the  fugar  ad;  the  arguments 

were 


BERNARD.  147 

were  of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe,  which 
have  been  already  ftated.  The  bufmefs  of 
the  fifhery,  which,  it  was  alleged,  would  be 
broken  up  by  the  ad:,  was  at  this  time  efti- 
mated  in  Maffachufetts  at  ^164,000  flerling 
per  annum  ;  the  veffels  employed  in  it, 
which  would  be  nearly  ufelefs,  at  ;^  100,000  ; 
the  provifions  ufed  in  it,  the  cafks  for  pack- 
ing fijfh,  and  other  articles,  at  ^22,700  and 
upwards  :  to  all  which  there  was  to  be  added 
the  lofs  of  the  adv^antage  of  fending  lumber, 
horfes,  provifions,  and  other  commodities 
to  the  foreign  plantations  as  cargoes,  the 
veffels  employed  to  carry  fifh  to  Spain  and 
Portugal,  the  difmiffing  of  5000  feamen 
from  their  employment,  the  effeds  of  the 
annihilation  of  the  fifbery  upon  the  trade  of 
the  Province  and  of  the  mother  country  in 
general,  and  its  accumulative  evils  by  in- 
creafing  the  rival  fiiheries  of  France,  This 
was  forcibly  urged  as  it  refpedied  the  means 
of  remittances  to  England  for  goods  import- 
ed into  the  Province,  which  had  been  made 
in  fpecie  to  the  amount  of  ^150,000  fler- 
ling, befide  jTgOyOoo  in  the  Treafurer's  bills 
for  the  reimburfement  money,  within  the 
iafl  eighteen  months.  The  fources  for  ob- 
taining this  money  were  through  foreign 

countries 
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countries  by  the  means  of  the  fifhery,  and 
would  be  cut  off  with  the  trade  to  their 
plantations.  As  to  the  unconflitutionality 
of  this  law  on  the  principles  of  taxation  it 
was  obferved  ;  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Province  were  empowered  by  their  charter, 
and  his  Majefty's  other  Colonies  were  em- 
powered by  the  commiflions  under  which 
they  were  governed,  to  raife  monies  for  the 
fupport  of  their  refpedtive  governments.  If 
duties  and  taxes  were  to  be  laid  upon  them 
in  any  one  inflance,  what  aflurance  had  they 
that  thefe  would  net  be  fo  multiplied,  as  to 
render  this  privilege  of  no  importance  to 
them.  They  had  at  all  times  done  every 
thing  that  could  be  expected  from  them  in 
fupport  of  his  Majefty's  government,  and 
in  time  of  war  they  had  gone  beyond  this, 
^nd  had  therefore  been  relieved  by  favour 
of  Parliament ;  that  they  were  ftill  difpofed 
to  do  every  thing  in  their  power,  and  hoped 
that  it  would  be  thought  as  reafonable  that 
the  AfTemblies  of  the  Colonies  fhould  deter- 
rnine  what  monies  fhould  be  raifed  upon 
the  inhabitants  here,  as  that  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland  fhould  determine  the  monies  to 
be  raifed  upon  the  inhabitants  there  :  that 
the  growth  of  the  Colonies  depended  upon 

the 
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the  enjoyment  of  their  liberties  and  privi- 
leges ;  and  as  they  increafed  fo  their  trade 
with  Great-Britain  would  increafe,  which 
was  a  confideration  of  far  greater  impor- 
tance to  the  nation,  than  the  profits  that 
could  arife  from  any  duties  or  taxes  with 
which  they  might  be  burdened.  The  agent 
was  directed  to  endeavour  to  procure  the 
agents  of  the  other  Colonies,  to  join  with 
him  in  this  common  concern,  and  to  fele£t 
fuch  charadiers  to  condud:  it  in  Parliament, 
as  would  be  moft  capable  of  effecting  it  in 
a  way  e^prefEve  of  their  firm  allegiance  to 
the  befl  of  kings,  of  their  grateful  fenfe  of 
the  numerous  favours  conferred  on  them  by 
Parliament,  and  of  their  humble  hopes  of  a 
continuance  of  its  favour :  that  they  could 
not  but  hope,  if  the  bufmefs  fhould  be  prop- 
erly condudied,  that  no  taxes  nor  duties 
would  be  laid  upon  the  Colonies,  whilft 
they  remained  unreprefented  in  Parliament, 
whofe  difpleafure  could  not  be  incurred  by 
the  principles  which  they  aded  upon,  th^fe 
being  the  fame  which  aduated  their  own 
minds,  the  principles  of  liberty  and  of  the 
conftitution. 

The 
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The  inrtrudlions  were  alfo  extended  to 
the  ad  of  15th  of  Charles  11.  and  ftated  the 
hardfhlps  and  injury  of  carrying  certain 
commodities,  the  growth  of  Europe,  to  En- 
gland, before  they  could  be  imported  into 
the  Britifh  Colonies ;  that  the  expenfe  of 
carrying  fome  articles  received  for  fiih  in 
Spain  and  Portugal  to  London,  to  enter 
them  in  the  Cuftom-Houfe  there,  would  be 
fo  great  as  to  exceed  the  amount  of  the  coft, 
and  many  times  the  value  of  the  duty  alfo  ; 
and  fruit  fo  neceffary  for  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants  would  be  loft 
from  the  length  of  the  voyage  :  nor  could 
the  ad  be  fuppofed  to  intend  a  prohibition, 
as  the  bringing  of  thofe  articles  diredly  to 
the  Colonies  was  no  prejudice  to  Great- 
Britain.  Wine  was  admitted,  by  the  ad, 
from  Madeira  and  the  weftern  iflands.  As 
this  had  increafed  in  value  fo  much,  from 
the  great  ufe  of  it  in  England,  as  to  put  it 
out  of  ufe  in  the  Colonies,  and  by  their 
growth  their  own  demands  for  the  wines  of 
the  weftern  iflands  had  enhanced  the  price 
of  them  fourfold  within  thirty  years,  befide 
a  heavy  excife,  neceffarily  laid  upon  them. 
It  was  but  reafonable  that  they  ftiould  be 
allowed  to  import  the  articles   enumerated 

diredly  , 


BERNARD.  15! 

diredly  from  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the 
Mediterranean,  the  places  of  their  growth. 
The  agent  was  therefore  inftrudted  to  apply- 
to  Parliament  for  this  liberty  ;  and  the  rath- 
er, as  by  the  ftrid:  execution  of  the  orders 
lately  iffued  from  the  board  of  trade  to  the 
naval  commanders,  indulgence  would  no 
longer  be  given,  and  feizures  had  taken 
place,  and  would  probably  be  continued  to 
the  ruin  of  the  merchants. 

The  public  bufmefs  was  interrupted  this 
year  by  the  fpreading  of  the  fmall  pox  in 
the  capital,  which  obliged  the  General  Court 
to  adjourn  to  Cambridge,  and  thence  they 
were  compelled  to  proceed  to  Concord,  by 
the  accidental  burning  of  Harvard-Hall  in 
which  they  held  their  fittings.  This  event, 
the  effeds  of  which  upon  the  repofitories  of 
fcience  are  not  now  to  be  difcerned  by  any 
unfavourable  marks,  was  at  firft  exceedingly 
alarming  to  the  caufe  of  literature.  »  The 
library  confifting  of  near  five  thoufand  vol- 
umes was  deftroyed,  excepting  a  few  books  ; 
and  the  apparatus  faid  to  be  the  beft  furnifh- 
cd  in  America  w^as  likewife  ruined.  Al- 
though government  had  very  lately  ereded  ^ 
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Hollis-Hall  at  a  great  expenfe,  yet  the  mem-* 
bers  of  the  General  Court  imanimouflv  vo- 
ted  to  rebuild  the  principal  edifice  of  the 
College,  which  had  been  demolifhed  by  an 
accident  refulting  from  the  means  of  their 
accommodation.  A  faithful  execution  of 
this  vote,  with  the  liberal  donation  of  indi- 
viduals and  the  application  of  the  friends  of 
the  univerfity  having  fupplied  an  elegant 
building  and  more  than  13,000  volumes, 
leaves  us  nothing  perhaps  now  to  lament 
from  this  cataftrophe* 
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CHAP.    VII. 

A^  for  raifing  a  revenue  in  the  Colonies  pajfed 
— Opinions  and  argumejits  of  the  oppofite 
parties  on  the  fubjedl — ObjeBions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  contained  in  their 
inJiru5tions  to  their  Agent — Committee  cho^ 
fen  to  write  to  the  Affemblies  of  the  other 
Colonies — Meafures  reforted  to  by  the  peo^ 
pie :  affociation  for  the  non-confumption  of 
Briti/Jjy  and  encouragement  of  their  own^ 
manufaSlures — Governor    repeatedly    pro- 
rogues the  General  Court — Clamours  againjl 
him — Petition  of  the  General  Court  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons, 

Although  the  Britifh  mlniftry  poft-  '7^^J^^^ 
poned  the  plan  for  raifing  a  revenue  from  juctter. 
the  trade  and  laying  other  duties  in  Ameri- 
ca ;  yet  it  was  done  with  reluctance,  and  in- 
dicated no  defign  of  finally  abandoning  thefe 
meafures  ;  as  Mr.  Grenville  declared  his  re- 
folution  to  convince  the  Colonies,  that  they 
were  as  fubjed:  to  an  inland  tax,  as  to  "any 
other  impofed  by  the  Legiflature  of  Great- 
Britain.     Accordingly  in  the  fpring  of  this  . 
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year,  he  began  to  execute  his  fcheine  in  Par- 
Uament.     This  was  not  a  difficult  tafk,  when 
he  had  once  determined  to  pal's  by  thofc 
great  conflitutional   principles,   which   En- 
glilhmen  had  never  renounced,   and  which 
their  defcendants  in  America  had  ftill  ftrong- 
er  motives  to  maintain  at  the  hazard  of  their 
property  and  Uves.     Thefe  principles  afide, 
he  could  not  fail  of  fucceeding  in  demon- 
ftrating  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fadts,  of 
which  their  burdens  were  the  evidence,  and 
inferring  the  fitnefs  of  drawing  in  to  their 
aid  thofe,  who  were  reprefented  as  overflow- 
ing with  plenty,  unembarraffed  with  taxes, 
and  diftinguifhed   by  unequalled   eafe  and 
happinefs.     He  foon  convinced  them  of  the 
impoveriihed   ftate  of  their   finances  :    that 
befide  all  the  former  load  of  debt,  the  laft 
war  had  created  feventy  three  millions,  fixty 
three  millions  of  which  were  the  work  of 
the  four  laft  years  of  it ;  and  in  addition  to 
all  this,  the  Germans  claimed  feven  millions 
of  arrears  :  that  the  ftate  of  the  national  in- 
j.Mauduit's    ^^Q^Q  made  it  indifpenfablv  neceflary  that 

M.b.  Letter.  ^  ' 

every  part  of  the  government  fhould  con- 
tribute to  the  utmoft  to  lighten  the  public 
burden  ;  and  that  the  whole  charge  of  the 
American  governments  being    three    hun- 
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dred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  it  was  high- 
ly reafonable  that  they  fhould  fubmit  to  the 
taxes  he  was  about  to  impofe  upon  them. 
The  Houfe  therefore  came  to  feveral  refolu- 
tions  of  the  following  tenor.  That  duties 
be  laid  on  various  enumerated  foreign  arti- 
cles imported  from  any  place  (excepting  in 
fome  cafes  from  Great- Britain)  into  the 
Britifh  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  Ameri- 
ca ;  and  a  duty  upon  other  articles,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Colonies,  exported  to  any  other 
place  than  Great-Britain  :  that  a  duty  of  3/^. 
fterling  per  gallon  be  laid  on  molaifes  and 
fyrups  and  an  additional  duty  upon  white 
fugars  of  the  growth  of  any  foreign  Amer- 
ican plantation,  imported  into  the  Britifh 
Colonies  :  that  the  produce  of  the  duties  fo 
to  be  laid  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  and 
thefe  referved  to  be  from  time  to  time  difpof- 
ed  of  by  Parliament  towards  defraying  the 
neceflary  expenfes  of  defending,  protecting, 
and  fecuring  the  Britifh  Colonies  and  Planta- 
tions in  America  :  and  that  towards  further 
defraying  the  faid  expenfes  it  might  be  proper 
to  charge  certain  ftamp  duties  in  the  Colo- 
nies. A  bill  was  accordingly  brought  in  and 
enadled  for  impofing  the  duties  as  refolved 
upon,  except  as  to  ftamps,  which  was  poft- 
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poned  to  the  next  year,  "  in  complaifanee 
to  the  Colonies,  to  give  them  an  opportuni- 
ty to  pafs  it  themfelves,  or  fome  other 
equivalent ;  Mr.  Grenville  being  willing,  as 
he  exprefled  himfelf,  to  confult  the  eafe,  the 
quiet,  and  good  will  of  the  Colonies,"  or 
rather  being  defirous  to  make  his  experiment 
J.  Mauduit's  of  taxing  trade  before  he  ventured  upon  inter- 
nal taxation.  In  this  triumphant  career  of  the 
minifter,  the  voice  of  America  was  filenced, 
by  a  rule  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  not  to 
receive  any  petition  againfl:  a  money  bill. 
This  rule  muft  have  been  founded  on  the 
principle  of  the  people,  who  were  to  pay 
the  tax,  being  prefent  by  their  delegates  in 
Parliament,  and  evidently  proved  the  abfurd- 
ity  of  the  cafe  before  them,  wherein  they 
were  the  only  party  neither  actually  nor  vir- 
tually reprefented.  As  this  aft  for  raifmg 
a  revenue  in  America  was  the  great  miftake, 
by  which  the  Colonies  were  loft  to  Great- 
Britain,  it  will  be  worth  the  refearch  to  af- 
certain  the  caufes  from  which  it  arofe. 
Thefe  were  without  doubt  derived  principal- 
ly from  the  preffure  of  the  national  debt  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  war,  and  an  ignorance 
of  the  moft  effediual  mode  of  drawing  the 
aid  of  the  Plantations  to  the  relief  of  the 
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mother  country,  or  an  impatience  inconfift- 
€tA  with  the  purfuit  of  it ;  but  the  interefts 
and  paflions  of  particular  claffes  of  men  and 
of  individuals  were  exceedingly  operative  in 
this  great  event,  as  will  appear  from  a  view 
of  the  principles  and  conduct  of  the  ading 
parties.  The  advocates  for  taxing  America 
may  be  confidered  in  two  divifions,  one  in 
that  country,  and  the  other  in  England. 
Both  agreed  to  eftablifh  the  right  of  Parlia- 
ment to  levy  taxes  ;  but  their  views  as  to 
the  mode  of  raifmg  and  finally  appropriat- 
ing them  w^ere  different.  The  minifter  was 
defirous  of  receiving  them  through  the  Ex- 
chequer ;  the  royal  party  in  America  was 
for  colleding  and  expending  them  here. 
Some  however  were  for  dividing  the  fpoil, 
by  leaving  the  external  taxes  to  the  minifter, 
and  keeping  the  internal  at  home.  Among 
the  friends  of  this  latter  plan  Governor 
Bernard  muft  be  placed.  He  had  been  ob- 
ferving  the  nature  of  the  feveral  govern- 
ments in  the  Colonies  fmce  his  refidence  in 
them,  and  this  year  he  colle(5led  his  opin- 
ions into  form  under  the  name  of  principles 
of  law  and  polity.  In  thefe  he  afTerted,  that 
the  rule  of  a  Britifh  fubjeft  not  being  bound 
by  laws,  or  being  liable  to  taxes,  except 

what 


1,-8  BERNARD. 

what  he  had  confented  to  by  his  reprc- 
fentatives,  muft  be  confined  to  the  inhafoi- 
tants  of  Great-Britain  only,  and  was  not 
ftridtly  true  even  there  :  that  the  Pariiament 
of  Great-Britain,  as  well  from  its  rights  of 
fovereignty,  as  from  occafional  exigencies, 
had  a  right  to  make  laws  for  and  impofe 
taxes  upon  its  fubjeGs  in  its  external  domin- 
ions, although  they  were  not  reprefented  in 
fuch  Parliament :  that  a  reprefentation  of 
the  American  Colonies  in  the  imperial  le- 
glflature  was  not  impradlicable,  and  was  to 
be  determined  by  expediency  only,  but  was 
not  neceffary  to  eftablilh  the  authority  of 
Parliament  over  them  :  that  taxes  fo  im- 
pofed  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 
people  from  whom  they  were  raifed  :  that 
Parliament  had  a  right  to  provide  for  the 
defence,  and  to  take  care  that  provifion  be 
made  for  a  fufficient  fupport  of  the  Ameri- 
can government  :  that  the  port  duties  being 
moft  properly  applicable  to  the  defence  of 
the  Colonies,  the  fupport  of  the  governments 
fhould  be  provided  for  by  internal  duties  : 
that  it  would  be  advifable  to  leave  to  the 
provincial  legiflatures  the  raifmg  of  the  in- 
ternal taxes  ;  for  if  the  fums  required  were 
fixed,  there  would  be  no  inconvenience  in 
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letting  them  determine  the  manner  in  which 
they  fhould  be  raifed  :  that  the  eflablifh- 
ment  of  an  independent  civil  lift  was  expe- 
dient :  that  the  charters  could  not  be  in- 
tended for  perpetuity,  becaufe  they  were  in 
many  things  unconftitutional  and  contrary 
to  the  very  nature  of  a  Britifh  government : 
that  America  was  capable  of  a  nobility  for 
life  ;  and  that  the  people  at  this  time  ex- 
pected a  revifal  and  reformation  of  the 
American  governments,  and  were  better  dif- 
pofed  to  fubmit  to  it,  than  ever  they  w^ere, 
or  perhaps  ever  would  be  again. 

Thefe  outlines  of  the  American  royalifts 
ferve  to  fhew^,  that  they  defigned  to  leave 
their  country  nothing  independent  of  the 
will  of  Parliament.  The  fubjedtion  was  fo 
complete,  as  to  become  incompatible  with 
the  idea  of  virtual  reprefentation  in  the  view 
of  its  projectors  :  for  however  fuch  a  repre- 
fentation may  exift,  where  the  reprefenta- 
tives,  although  not  elected  by  their  princi- 
pals, are  in  the  fame  interefts  ;  yet  where 
thefe  are  different  and  even  oppofite,  the 
fallacy  of  the  doCtrine  becomes  too  apparent 
for  fupport  in  the  mind  of  the  boldeft  vifion- 
ary.  To  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons 
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mens  it  would  become  a  temptation  beyond 
refiilance  to  vote  a  tax  from  his  own  purfe 
to  the  Americans  :  it  was  therefore  a  part 
of  this  plan,  that  they  fhould  be  admitted 
to  a  reprefentation  in  Parliament,  at  lead 
until  the  form  of  their  government  was  fet- 
tled ; — a  privilege  which  they  contended 
was  impracticable  from  local  caufes,  and 
w^ould  be  highly  injurious  to  them  for  vari- 
ous reafons  ;  and  which,  on  the  temporary 
plan  fuggefted,  was  only  the  right  of  forg- 
ing their  own  chains. 

The  fimilarity  of  thefe  principles  of  law 
and  polity  to  the  meafures  actually  adopted 
by  the  Britifli  minifter  concurred,  with  oth- 
,  er  circumftances,  to  excite  and  fix  fufpicions 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Maffachufetts, 
that  the  idea  of  taxing  them  did  not  origi- 
nate in  England ;  and  Governor  Bernard 
began  to  lofe  their  confidence,  which  contin- 
ued to  be  abated,  until  it  was  irretrievably 
gone. 

The  American  idea  of  the  authority  of 
the  mother  country,  and  of  the  moft  expe- 
dient fyftem  of  governing,  was  far  different. 
The  people  held  it  to  be  their  effential  right 
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as  Engliihmen,  not  to  be  fubjed:  to  any  taXj 
but  what  they  had  a  voice  in  laying  in  per- 
fon  or  by  their  reprefentatives  :  that  this 
principle  had  been  admitted  in  practice,  by 
the  Colonies  being  allowed  civil  governments 
of  their  own,  v\rho  had  always  A'^oted  fup- 
plies  to  the  King  greater  than  their  propor- 
tion of  the  national  expenfes,  and  were  fup- 
ported  by  their  conftituents  :  that  their  rep- 
refentatives in  thefe  governments  were  the 
only  proper  judges  of  tl^eir  ability  to  grant 
money,  a  Britiili  Houfe  of  Commons  being 
at  too  great  a  diflance  to  be  well  informed, 
and  too  much  interefted  in  laying  heavy 
burdens  upon  the  Colonies  in  order  to 
lighten  their  own  :  that  a  reprefentatioa 
w^ithin  the  Colonies  was  the  more  neceffary, 
from  the  peculiar  weight  of  taxes  laid  upon 
them,  on  account  of  their  being  kept  indebt- 
ed in  England  by  the  regulation  of  their 
trade,  to  a  greater  amount  than  all  the 
fpecie  of  the  country  would  pay  :  that  a 
taxation  without  reprefentation,  having  no 
check,  would  leave  them  nothing  their  ov^n  : 
that  the  fyftem  of  internal  taxation  was  not 
the  moil  expedient  fyftem  of  governing  the 
Colonies,  whilft  Great-Britain  could  obtain 
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all  which  they  could  yield  without  it :  that 
fhe  enjoyed  through  them  an  extenfive 
trade,  by  the  abfolute  and  uncontrollable 
regulation  of  which  fhe  drew  to  herfelf  the 
fruits  of  the  labours  of  many  thoufands, 
without  alienating  their  attachment  to  her  : 
that  file  had  the  liberty  of  introducing 
among  them  fuch  Eaft-Indian  and  European 
articles  as  fhe  pleafed,  the  latter  of  which  fhe 
w^as  able  to  fupply,  without  going  abroad 
for  them  :  that  it  was  evident  that  Great- 
Britain  by  thefe  means  drew  every  thing 
from  the  Colonies  which  they  could  fend, 
by  the  courfe  of  exchange,  w^hich  was  con- 
fiantly  rifing,  except  during  a  war,  when 
European  goods  were  exchanged  for  foreign 
fagars  and  other  articles,  the  prices  of  which 
'were  high  in  Europe  ;  and  after  all  great 
fums  remained  due  to  merchants  in  London  : 
that  it  refulted  hence,  that  the  way  to  reap 
ftill  greater  advantages  from  the  Colonies 
was  fo  to  enlarge  their  trade,  as  to  furnifh 
them  with  more  valuable  remittances,  par- 
ticularly to  extend  their  trade  to  the  neutral 
ports  in  the  Wefl-Indies  ;  for  if  the  Englifh 
iflands  furniflied  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
fugars,  whatever  more  was  procured  would 
be  exported  and  brought  again  home  by  the 
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courfe  of  a  regulated  importatioa.  of  JBritifh 
manufactures  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
thofc  iflands  fhould  not  furnifh  a  fufficient 
quantity  for  confumption,  the  price  that 
would  be  paid  for  the  deficiency,  during  the 
prefent  reftraint,  would  much  leffen  the 
amount  of  remittances  to  England.  Even 
money  fent  to  the  French  iflands^n::utiid  be 
no  injury  to  the  nation,  finct  by  purchafing 
their  produce  at  firfl:  hand,  the  Colonijfts 
would  acquire  all  the  profits  of  tranfporting 
it  to  foreign  ports :  But  not  permitting  them 
to  exchange  for  Weft-India  produce  that 
lumber,  which  muft  otherwife  be  burnt,  was 
highly  abfurd.  Could  a  good  reafon  be  giv- 
en why  they  fhould  not  change  their  aihes 
into  fugar  ?  Perhaps  allowing  them  to  bring 
wines,  fubjedl  to  a  duty,  directly  from  Spain 
and  Portugal  would  be  politic,  in  the  view 
of  increafmg  their  means  of  remittances : 
that  as  in  Europe  it  was  efteemed  wife  for 
Great-Britain  to  take  off  French  wines  in 
return  for  beef  and  bread,  by  which  means 
France  in  time  of  war  was  put  to  the  greateft 
difficulty  in  vitflualling  her  fleets  and  armies, 
fo  the  Colonies  producing  thofe  articles 
ought  to  be  encouraged  as  the  firmeft  fup- 
port  of  her  empire  in  America,  becaufe  the 
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French  and  Spaniards,  depending  on  them 
for  provilions,  were  driven  to  the  greateft 
diflrefs  in  war,  and  w^ere  forced  for  a  fcanty 
fupply  to  furrender  their  wealth  ;  and  there- 
fore that  no  opening  of  trade  between  the 
Colonies  ought  to  be  difcouraged,  as  this 
advantage  was  ever  on  the  fide  of  Great- 
Britain  :  that  .  fhe  having  it  thus  in  her 
power  to  draw  all  the  wealth,  which  her 
Colonifts  could  accumulate,  by  a  regulation 
of  their  trade,  to  attempt  to  get  more  by  in- 
ternal taxation  would  be  like  felling  the  trea 
to  gather  the  fruit. 

Nor  was  external  taxation  conceded  to  the 
Parliament  by  all.  A  diftinQion  v/as  made 
between  it  as  a  regulation  of  trade,  and  as  a 
fourcc  of  revenue  ;  for  fufRcient  imports 
might  be  invented  to  colled:  all  the  circulat- 
ing money  of  the  Colonies.  Mr.  Hutchin- 
fon  appeared  to  be  imprefied  with  this  opin- 
ion, and  indeed  to  think  that  the  authority 
of  Parliam.cnt  to  raife  a  revenue  in  America 
ought  to  be  acquiefced  in  rather  on  the 
ground  of  expediency  than  right.  In  a  let- 
ter to  Mr.  BoUan  he  obferved,  "  If  the  Par- 
liament begin  with  internal  taxes,  I  know 
;iot  where  any  line  can  be  drawn.      If  it  be 
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faid  that  there  is  none  but  their  difcretiott, 
we  are  in  danger  of  unequal  diflreffing  bur-    His  copy  of 
dens,  which  finally  mull  affedt  the  nation    ter,  Nov. ^7, 
as  much  as  the  Colonies  themfelves."     And    ^^^^' 
in  writing  to  another  friend,  when- fpeaking 
of  the  diftindtion  between  duties  on  trade 
and  internal   taxation,   he  obferved,   "  that 
this  diftind:ion  agrees  with  the  opinion  of 
the  people  in  England,  and  with  the  opin- 
ion of  moil  people  here.     Mr.  Bernard  is 
full  with  you  in  it.     I  think  it  imprudent  to 
oppofe  it,  and  therefore  am  filent,  but  it  is  for 
this  reafon  only.     I  am  for  faving  as  much 
of  our  privileges  as  we  can  ;  and  if  the  peo- 
ple of  England  make  this  diftindtion,  I  think 
it  tends  to  ftrengthen  us  in  our  claim  to  ex-  ' 

emption  from  internal  taxes.  Really  there 
is  no  difference,  and  the  fallacy  of  the  argu- 
ment lies  here.  It  is  fuppofing  duties  upon 
trade  to  be  impofed  for  the  fake  of  regulat- 
ing it,  whereas  the  profeffed  defign  of  the 
duties  by  the  late  a£l  is  to  raife  a  revenue. 
Can  it  poffibly  caufe  any  difference  to  the 
fubjed:  to  impofe  a  duty  to  be  paid  as  an 
impoft,  or  to  impofe  a  duty  of  excife  to  be 
paid  by  the  licenfed  inland  vender  ?  The  con- 
fumer  pays  juft  the  fame  in  the  one  cafe  as 
the  other  ;  and  the  rights  of  the  people  are 
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alike  afFeded  in  both  cafes.  If  they  would 
Hop  where  they  are,  I  would  not  difpute 
their  diftindion  with  them,  but  if  they  in- 
tend to  go  on,  there  will  be  a  neceffity  of 
doing  it,  for  they  may  find  duties  on  trade 
enough  to  drain  us  fo  thoroughly,  that  it  will 
not  be  poffible  to  pay  internal  taxes  as  a 
revenue  to  them,  or  even  to  fupport  govern- 
ment within  ourfelves."  It  alfo  appears  that 
Hutchinfon's  Mr.  Hutchiufon  drew  up  a  ftate  of  the  claims 
book.  of  the  Colonies  and  the  intereft  of  the  nation 

with  refpedt  to  them,  and  tranfmitted  it  to 
his  correfpondent  in  England,  with  a  view  of 
ferving  their  caufe  in  fome  publication  there, 
but  with  exprefs  injunftions,  that  whatever 
was  done,  it  fhould  not  be  fuffered  to  be 
known  that  the  work  came  from  him. 

As  to  the  aftual  exercife  of  the  right  of 
taxation  on  the  Colonies  by  the  Parliament, 
precedents  feem  to  have  been  made  only  in 
the  following  inftances.  An  aft  of  25th 
Charles  11.  c.  7.  impofed  a  duty  on  enumer- 
ated aricles.  A  tax  was  laid  upon  mariners, 
and  deduced  from  their  monthly  wages ; 
which  was  finally  appropriated  to  the  fup- 
port of  fuch  J  as  became  the  fubjedls  of  Green- 
wich Hofpital.      The  General  Poft-Office 
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was  eftabliflied  alfo  by  an  a6t  of  Parliament ; 
and  laftly  the  fugar  adt,  which  had  been  fa 
long  fufpended,  and  was  now  formed  on  a 
new  model,  and  about  to  be  put  into  opera- 
tion as  an  introductory  ftep  to  a  fyftem  of 
revenue.  The  advocates  for  the  Colonies 
contended  that  the  a£t  of  Charles  II.  being 
paffed  in  an  arbitrary  reign,  whence  prece- 
dents relating  to  the  rights  of  the  people  could 
not  be  fairly  adduced,  ought  rather  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  exercife  of  power  than  of  ac- 
knowledged law.  The  two  next  inftances, 
they  alleged,  were  done  for  the  immediate 
advantage  of  the  trade  of  the  country,  and 
the  fugar  slOl  was  rather  prohibitory  than 
for  the  purpofe  of  taxation. 

In  this  unfettled  ftate  of  rights  and  opin- 
ions the  Parliament  pafTed  the  law  for  grant- 
ing  certain  duties  in  the  Britifh  Colonics  and 
Plantations  in  America  ;  and  the  minifter, 
forefeeing  its  unpopularity  there,  inferted  a 
claufe  to  fecure  its  execution,  which  proved 
to  be  as  objedtionable  refpedling  the  rights 
of  Americans,  as  its  general  principles. 
Penalties  for  the  breach  of  this  adt,  or  any 
other  relating  to  the  trade  and  revenues  of 
the  Britilh  Colonies,  incurred  in  America, 

were 
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were  made  recoverable  in  any  Court  of 
Record  or  in  any  Court  of  Admiralty  in  the 
Colony,  where  the  offence  fhould  be  com- 
mitted, or  in  any  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty, 
which  might  be  appointed  over  all  America, 
at  the  election  of  the  informer  or  profecutor. 
Thus  a  trial  by  jury  might  be  taken  away, 
and  a  defendant  might  be  forced  from  one 
end  of  the  continent  to  another,  to  fupport 
his  claim  in  a  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty  at 
an  expenfe  perhaps  beyond  the  value  of  the' 
property  in  queftion.  And  after  all,  the 
ad  provided  that  he  fhould  recover  neither 
cofts  nor  damages,  if  the  Tud^e  ihould  cer- 
tify  that  there  v/as  probable  caufe  of  feizure. 

The  murmurs  and  difcontents  of  the  laft 
year,  excited  by  the  enforcing  of  the  laws  of 
trade,  were  increafed  by  the  prefent  ad: ; 
and  feveral  feizures  to  the  amount  of  about 
^3000  flerling,  one  third  of  which  was  ap- 
propriated to  the  Governor,  heightened  the 
animofities  which  had  been  raifed  againft  him. 
The  influence,  which  had  preferved  caution, 
and  fometimes  a  filence,  in  the  General 
Court,  was  now  broken.  When  they  met 
at  their  firfl:  feffion,  after  declining  to  enlarge 
the  cftablifhment  of  two  companies,  raifed 

for 
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for  the  defence  of  the  eaftern  country,  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  drew  up  in  decided 
and  pointed  language  a  letter  of  inftrudtions  to 
Mr.  Mauduit,  the  agent  for  the  whole  aflem- 
bly  in  England.  This  was  founded  on  fev-^ 
eral  letters  from  him,  in  which  he  had  mif- 
conftrued  their  filence  upon  the  bufmefs  of 
the  tax  on  molaffes,  and  even  the  quartering 
of  1O5OO0  troops  in  the  Colonies,  into  aa 
afient  to  thofe  meafures.  In  this  they  ob~ 
ferved,  that  volumes  had  been  tranfmitted 
from  the  Province  in  relation  to  the  fugar 
a<3:,  to  little  purpofe  :  if  a  Weil-Indian  or 
any  other  bye  influence  was  to  govern  and 
fuperfede  their  mofl  elTential  rights  as  Britifh 
fubjeds,  what  would  it  avail  them  to  make 
remonftrances,  or  the  moft  demonftrable 
reprefentations  of  their  rights  and  privileges  ? 
that  the  fudden  palling  of  the  fugar  ad, 
and  continuing  a  heavy  duty  on  that  branch 
of  their  commerce,  they  thought  was  far 
from  proving,  that  any  folid  foundation  ex- 
ifted  for  a  hope  which  he  had  exprefTed,  that 
a  general  difpofition  would  be  found  to  ferve 
the  Colonies  and  not  to  diftrefs  them  :  that 
no  agent  of  the  Province  had  power  to  make 
exprefs  conceffions  in  any  cafe  without  ex- 

prefd 
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prefs  orders  ;    and  that  the  filence  of  the 
Province  fhould  have  been  imputed  to  any 
caufe,  even  to  defpair,  rather  than  to  have 
been  conftrued  into  a  tacit  ceffion  of  their 
rights,  or  an  acknowledgment  of  a  right  in 
the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  to  impofe 
duties  and  taxes  upon  a  people,   who  are 
not  reprefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  : 
that  they  were  flill   more  furprifed   at  his 
letter  refpedting  the  quartering  of  an  army 
on  the  Colonies.     We  conceive,  faid  they, 
nothing  could  reftrain  your  liberty  of  oppof- 
ing  fo  burdenfome  a  fcheme.     What   merit 
could  there  be  in  a  fubmiilion  to  fo  uncon- 
ftitutional  a  meafure  ?  It  is  time  enough  for 
us  to  make  a  virtue  of  neceffity,  when  we  are 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  fo  unreafonable  an  eftab- 
lifhment.      Is  there  any  thing  in  your  power 
of  agency,   or  in  the  nature  of  the  office, 
that  can  warrant  a  conceflion  of  this  kind  ? 
moft  certainly  there  is  not.     We   are   ex- 
tremely obliged  to  Mr.  Grenville,  "  for  his 
kindeft  expreflions  of  regard  to  the  Colo- 
nics."    But  we  cannot  conceive  it  any  vaft 
.  favour  that  lie  will  not  think  of  "  any  thing 
from  America  for  the  relief  of  Great-Britain.'* 
Nor  can  w^e  conceive  it  to  be  exactly  agree- 
able   to- eqtiity    and  juftice   that    America 
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"  fliould  be  at  the  whole  charge  of  its  gov- 
ernment and  defence." 

"  The  northern  Colonies  have,  during  the 
late  war,  exerted  themfelves  in  full  propor- 
tion to  Great-Britain.  This  Province  in 
particular  had  in  one  campaign  on  foot  feven 
thoufand  troops.  This  was  a  greater  levy 
for  a  fmgle  Province,  than  the  three  king- 
doms had  made  colled:ively  in  any  one  year 
fmce  the  revolution." 

They  obferved  that  the  Colonies  had  de- 
fended themfelves  for  more  than  a  century 
againft  the  French  and  Indians,  with  very 
little  afTiftance  from  England  ;  and  were  ftill 
obliged  to  keep  up  many  large  military  eftab- 
lifhments.  In  this  fituation  how  grievous 
muft  it  appear,  that  their  mother  country 
fhould  cut  off  their  refources,  and  oblige 
them  to  pay  fuch  heavy  taxes  for  fupport  of 
regular  forces  out  of  their  own  Colony. 
And  granting,  faid  they,  that  the  time  may 
come,  which  we  hope  is  far  off,  when  the 
Britifh  Parliam.ent  fhall  think  fit  to  oblige  the 
North- Americans,  not  only  to  maintain  civil 
government  among  themfelves,  for  this  they 
have  already  done,  but  to  fupport  an  army 

to 
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to  proted:  them  ;  can  it  be  poffible  that  the 
duties  to  be  impofed,  and  the  taxes  to  be 
levied,  ihall  be  affcffed  without  the  voice  or 
confent  of  one  American  in  Parliament  ?  If 
all  the  Colonifts  are  to  be  taxed  at  pleafure 
w^ithout  any  reprefentative   in  Parliament, 
what  will  there  be  to  diftinguifh  them  in 
point  of  liberty  from  the  fubjeds  of  the  moft 
abfolute  prince  ?  For  befides  maintaining  in- 
ternal provincial  civil  government,  among 
themfelves,  they  muft  pay  towards  the  fup- 
port  of  the  national  civil  and  military  gov- 
ernments in  Great-Britain.     Now  it  is  con- 
ceived that  no  people  on  earth  are  doubly 
taxed  for  the  fupport  of  government, 

*'  If  it  fhould  be  faid  that  the  late  acqui- 
fitions  in  Canada  are  beneficial  to  the  trade 
of  the  Colonies,  it  is  certain  that  thefe  con- 
quefts  will  add  to  the  commerce  of  Great- 
Britain,  but  is  not  of  any  particular  advan- 
tage to  that  of  the  Colonies.  We  reap  noth- 
ing from  thefe  conquefts  of  his  Majefty's 
arms,  to  which  we  have  contributed  fo  much, 
but  what  is  common  to  all  his  Majefty's  loyal 
fubjefts,  except  a  more  immediate  fecurity 
arifmg  from  a  power  equally  hoftile,  though 
not  equally  dangerous  to  all  parts  of  his 
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Majefty's  dominions,  being  deprefled,  and 
made  to  afk  their  peace  of  his  Majefty's 
goodnefs." 

They  complained  of  the  rapid  manner  la 
which  refolutions  were  pafled  into  adts  of 
Parliament.  This  was  done  before  they 
could  receive  information  of  their  exifting. 
Every  charter  privilege,  they  obferved,  might 
be  taken  from  the  Colonies  by  an  appendix  to 
a  money  bill,  which  it  feems,  by  the  rules  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  water,  muft  not  at  any 
rate  be  petitioned  againft.  To  what  purpofe 
would  an  oppofition  to  any  refolutions  of 
the  miniftry  be,  if  they  were  pafled  with 
fuch  rapidity,  as  to  render  it  impoflible  for 
the  Colonies  to  be  apprized  of  them  before 
they  received  the  fanftion  of  an  a6t  of  Par- 
liament ? 

As  to  the  deferring  of  the  ftamp  a£t  they 
obferved,  that  the  oiFer  of  fufpending  it  in 
the  manner  and  upon  the  condition  men- 
tioned amounted  to  no  more  than  this,  that 
if  the  Colonies  would  not  tax  themfelves  as 
they  might  be  direflied,  the  Parliament 
would  tax  them. 

The 
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The  fixing  the  duty  on  molaffes  at  three 
pence  per  gallon  feemed  to  them  repugnant 
to  the  affurances  given  from  the  miniftry, 
that  the  Colonies  were  not  to  be  taxed  for 
the  fupport  of  the  government  at  home ; 
for  if  America  were  to  be  taxed  for  her  own 
government  and  more  immediate  protedlion 
only,  and  two  pence  might  yield  enough  for 
that,  to  what  purpofe  would  it  be  to  lay 
three  pence  ?  and  the  duty,  in  all  good  pol- 
icy, fhould  have  been  low  at  firft,  if  it  was 
right  to  lay  any,  and  it  might  have  been  in- 
creafed  by  degrees  as  it  would  bear.  But 
the  bufinefs,  if  it  would  bear  any  thing, 
would  admit  only  of  a  light  duty. 

They  obferved  that  Ireland  was  a  conquer- 
ed country,  which  was  not  the  cafe  with  the 
northern  Colonies,  except  Canada  ;  yet  no 
duties  had  been  levied  by  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment on  Ireland.  No  internal  nor  external 
taxes  had  been  affbiTed  upon  them  but  by 
their  own  Parliament,  although  many  pro- 
hibitions had  been  made  :  that  the  laying  of 
thefe  on  dominions  not  reprefented  in  Par- 
liament fhould  be  exercifed  with  great  mod- 
eration, but  that  this  had  better  be  exercifed 
with  the  utmofl  rigour  than  the  power  of 
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taxing  :  for  that  this  laft  was  the  grand  bar- 
rier of  Britifh  liberty ;  which  if  once  broken 
down,  all  was  loft  :  that,  in  a  word,  a  peo- 
ple might  be  free  and  tolerably  happy  with- 
out a  particular  branch  of  trade,  but  without 
the  privilege  of  aiTefTing  their  own  taxes, 
they  could  be  neither. 


Thefe  inftrudions  were  accompanied  with 
a  brief  ftate  of  the  rights  of  the  Colonies,  and 
were  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journals. 
The  Houfe  then  made  choice  of  a  committee 
to  fit  in  the  recefs  of  the  Court,  and  write  to 
the  other  governments,  to  acquaint  them 
with  thefe  inftrudlions,  and  to  defire  the  fev- 
eral  Affemblies  on  the  continent  to  join  with 
them  in  the  fame  meafures  for  obtaining  a 
repeal  of  the  fugar  a£t,  and  preventing  a 
ftamp  adt,  or  any  other  impofitions  and 
taxes,  upon  this  and  the  other  American 
Provinces. 

The  refolutions  adopted  by  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  at  the  prefent  feffion,  and 
particularly  that  which  invited  the  other  Col- 
onies to  aifociate  in  their  oppofition  to  the 
minifterial  fyftem  of  revenue,  conftituted  an 
important  leading  meafure  in  the  revolution 

of 
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of  the  country.  It  was  a  declaration  of* 
rights,  and  a  proclamation  of  political  war 
between  the  patriots  and  the  friends  of  the 
Britifh  government  in  Maflachufetts.  The 
bold  and  opprefllve  ad  of  Parliament,  which 
was  about  to  come  into  force,  and  the  ftill 
more  oppreffive  and  impolitic  fchemc  of  the 
threatened  ftamp  adl,  prepared  the  minds  of 
the  merchants  at  firft,  and  afterwards  of  the 
inland  inhabitants  for  the  unequivocal  oppo- 
fition  which  was  to  be  expeded  to  parlia- 
mentary authority.  Yet  this  oppofition  v/as 
not  fo  ripened,  as  to  enable  the  patriotic  party 
to  gain  fuch  a  victory  by  the  mere  ftrength 
of  their  fuperiority  in  numbers.  Addrefs 
was  found  to  be  neceflary  in  the  defence,  as 
It  had  been  frequently  ufed  in  the  attack  upon 
the  rights  of  the  Colonifts ;  and  the  advantage 
of  opportunity  perhaps  gave  them  their  af- 
cendency  at  this  jundure.  The  inftrudions 
were  pafTed  at  the  laft  day  but  one  of  the 
feffion  :  and  the  management  of  Mr.  Hutch- 
infon  was  evaded  by  his  previoufly  going 
upon  the  circuits,  accompanied  by  fome  of 
the  members  of  the  fame  opinions  with  him- 
felf,  whilfl;  others  had  withdrawn  to  their 
feveral  towns.  He  was  undoubtedly  much 
chagrined  by  the  furprife,  and  confidered  it 

as 


BERNARD.  177 

as  conneded  with  his  lofs  of  the  agency  ;  m.  s.  letter- 
fince  he  afferted,  that  had  he  been  chofen, 
very  few  members  would  have  defired  to 
dog  him  with  inftru£tions  fo  inconfiftent 
with  his  own  fentiments.  But  his  hope  of 
the  agency  had  now  vanillied,  not  only  from 
the  complexion  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen^ 
tatives,  but  from  a  denial  of  his  requeft  to 
the  King  for  leave  of  abfence  from  the  Prov- 
ince. The  evil  of  his  defeat  therefore,  con^ 
filled  in  the  lofs  of  that  general  influence  and 
fuccefs,  which  it  was  neceffary  for  him  to 
preferve,  in  reality  or  in  appearance,  for 
other  purpofes  of  ftill  more  magnitude, 
which,  it  is  highly  probable,  he  now  began 
to  contemplate.  He  accordingly  reprobated 
this  ftep,  fo  rafh  in  his  view,  particularlv  the 
madnefs,  as  he  termed  it,  of  infertirtg  the  in- 
ftrudions  on  the  journals  of  the  Houfe,  and 
diredied  his  whole  policy  to  counterading 
its  effects* 

Governor  Bernard  probably  forefaw  that 
the  moft  refpedable  oppofition  to  the  min- 
iftry  might  arife  from  the  General  Court ; 
and  it  was  his  plan  to  draw  their  attention 
from  the  obnoxious  proceedings  of  Parlia- 
ment, 
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ment,  wbilft  they  were  fitting,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  every  appearance  of  reafon  for  omit- 
ting to  call  them  together  again,  until  as  fair 
a  chance  as  poffible  could   be  given   to  the 
operation  of  the  adt  for  raifing  a  revenue  in 
the  Colonies.     Accordingly  w^hen  he  opened 
this  feffion,  he  fpoke  only  of  the  condition 
of  the  eaftern  country,  and  afterwards  gave 
a  minute  ftatement  of  the  numbers  and  force 
of  the  feveral  Indian  tribes,  and  recommend* 
ed  a  conference  with  them.     This,  if  agreed 
to,  would  have  made  it  neceffary  for  him  to 
have  been  in  that  part  of  the  Province,  and 
to  have  delayed  calling  the  General  Court 
together  for  fome  confiderable  time.     But 
the  Houfe  avoided  this  plan,  by  afluring  the 
Governor  of  their  mofl  grateful  fenfe  of  that 
fmcere  regard  to  the  intereft  of  the  Province, 
which  his  Excellency  had  exprefled  ;    but 
that,  with  all  due  fubmiffion,  they  did  not 
apprehend  thofe  Indians  to  be  formidable 
enough  to  occafion  any  apprehenfion  of  dan- 
ger from  their  irruptions  ;  and  as  their  dif- 
pofitions  appeared  pacific,  and  fuch  a  con- 
ference would  create  fo  great  an  expenfe,  as, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Province,  would 
be  very  inconvenient,  they  did  not  think  it 
neceflary  or  expedient  to  make  provifion  for 
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It.  This  determination  of  the  Houfe  put 
the  Governor  upon  the  expedient  of  efFed:- 
ing  the  neceflary  delay  by  making  a  vifit  to 
the  ifland  of  Mount-Defert,  which  had  been 
granted  to  him  by  the  General  Court. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  having  fin- 
ifhed  the  bufmefs  of  inftructions  to  the  agent, 
referred  the  confideration  of  choofmg  a  per- 
fon  to  be  joined  with  Mr.  Mauduit  until  the 
next  fitting ;  and  the  General  Affembly  was 
the  next  day  prorogued  to  the  25th  of  July,  June  15. 
without  any  obfervations  of  cenfure  or  praife 
from  the  Governor. 

In  the  recefs  a  full  opportunity  was  given 
for  the  meafures  of  Parliament  to  operate 
upon  the  public  mind. 

No  people  were  better  inftrucfled  in  the 
nature ^of  their  rights  than  thofe  of  Mafla- 
chufetts.  The  nation,  from  which  they  de- 
fcended,  flood  diftinguifhed  in  Europe  for 
its  exemption  from  many  reflraints  upon 
liberty,  which  the  others  continued  to  en- 
dure. Its  laws  had  been  gradually  difen- 
tangled  from  mofl  of  the  galling  fetters  im- 
pofed  by  feudal  tenures,  whilfl  they  refilled 

with 
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with  confiderable  cffeOi  the  principles  of  the 
Roman  code.  Commerce  had  ameliorated 
the  faftidious  pride  of  the  military  fpirit  ;■ 
and  induftrious  enterprize  raifed  herfelf  by 
the  fide  of  national  glory.  Her  foundation 
was  freedom,  and  her  fuccefs  depended  upon 
an  unremitting  vigilance  and  decided  fup- 
preflion  of  tyranny.  Emanating  from  fuch 
enlightened  policy,  and  partaking  of  all  its 
rapid  fubfequent  improvements,  the  Britifh 
Cclonifts  may  be  faid  to  have  been  inflruded 
in  the  wifeft  age,  and  in  the  moft  perfect 
political  principles  which  the  world  had 
knov/n.  Their  emigration,  taken  in  all 
its  circumilances,  was  vs^ithout  precedent. 
It  confequently  produced  new  cafes,  found- 
ed on  unfettled  principles,  at  every  ftage  of 
its  advancement.  In  the  beginning  they 
were  confidered  as  no  part  of  the  realm,  in 
the  view  of  the  conflitution  ;  and  held  their 
charters  of  the  King  as  his  liege  fubjeds. 
When  the  Parliament  participated  of  the 
fovereignty,  the  Colonies,  becoming  the 
dominions  of  the  realm,  were  made  liable  to 
its  laws.  Thefe  were  acknowledged,  until 
they  were  grounded  on  the  violation  of  that 
great  maxim  of  Britifh  freedom,  that  taxa- 
tion   and    reprefentaticn     were    correlative. 

We 
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We  have  feen  with  what  expertnefs,  under- 
landing,  and  fortitude  the  people  of  MaiTa- 
chufetts  managed  thefe  queftions  in  defence 
of  their  charter,  and  the  various  incidental 
difputes,  which  took  place  with  their  Gov- 
ernors,   and,   in  -fome  inflances,   with    the 
Council.     To  their  information  upon  con- 
ftitutional  points,  and  acutenefs  in   contro- 
verfy-,  their  local  fituation  compelled  them 
to  add  the  ftridefl  frugality  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money.      Rich  in  freedom  and 
ftrong  by  induftry,  they  were  compelled  by 
a  reluctant  foil  to  the  unremitting  exercife 
of  the  one  in  order  to  preferve  the  other. 
From  wealth  they  could  receive  little  aflift- 
ance :   trade,  which  regulates  the  current  of 
money,  v/as  carried   on  at  the  will  of  the 
parent  country  ;   and  (lie  refl:rid;ed  the  ex- 
tent of  it  by  the  fupplies  of  her  manufac- 
tures, which  her  accommodation  might  dictate 
to  be  fent  to  the  Colonies.     In  the  chance 
of  a  war,  invitations  arofe  for  greater  com- 
mercial enterprize ;  but  the  gains  were  dearly 
purchafed  with  the  introduction  of  luxury, 
which  by  increafing  the  artificial  wants  of 
the  inhabitants,  left  the  balance  againft  the 
country  on  the  whole.     To  a  people  thus 
fituated  a  tax  was  inftantly  and  univerfally 
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felt*  It  was  a  demand  for  the  food  and  the 
raiment  of  the  poor :  it  pervaded  the  receflevS 
of  frugal  contentment  :  it  awakened  the 
jealoufy  of  inquifitive  fpeculation  ;  it  roufed 
the  anger  of  liberty* 

Thefe  peculiarities  in  the  circumftances 
and  character  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mafla- 
chufetts  dilated  the  mode  of  refilling  the 
impending  fyftem  of  revenue  and  taxation 
of  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain. 

Recourfe  to  arms  was  not  meditated.  A 
retrenchment  in  the  ufe  of  foreign  articles, 
efpecially  at  funerals,  the  encouragement  of 
their  own  manufaO:ure3,  and  the  confequent 
redud^ion  of  importations  from  England, 
were  the  expedients  reforted  to.  This  was 
to  advance  their  own  country  at  the  expenfe 
of  a  powerful  intereft  in  the  parent  ftate, 
v/hich  might  influence  the  miniftry  to  re- 
confider  and  repeal  their  afts.  Nor  was 
the  ftate  of  American  manufactures  unpro- 
pitioiis  to  fuch  meafures.  The  fmelting  of 
iron  ore  had  been  brought  to  fuch  perfec- 
tion, as  greatly  to  check  the  importation  of 
it  from  foreign  countries.  Pot-afh  had  be- 
come a  confiderable  article  of  exportation  ; 

and 
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and  the  making  of  coarfe  woollens  had  fo 
prevailed  as  to  afford  effential  aid  in  clothing, 
Affociations  for  encouraging  thefe  objeds 
were  commenced  and  afterwards  generally 
agreed  upon  ;  whilft  a  band  of  literary  pat- 
riots martialled  themfelves  round  the  ftand- 
ard  of  liberty,  and  boldly  defended  it  by  ar- 
guments drawn  from  the  found  principles 
of  the  Britifli  conftitution  and  provincial 
charters. 

The  Governor  purfued  his  plan  of  pro- 
craftinating  the  feffion  of  the  General  Court. 
He  prorogued  it  by  three  feveral  proclama- 
tions until  the  i8th  of  Odober,  by  which 
time  the  clamor  had  become  violent.  He 
was  charged  with  difabling  the  people  in 
their  attempts  to  defend  their  rights  through x^ 
the  General  Court ;  and  as  public  letters 
were  known  to  have  been  received  from 
their  agent,  it  was  fuggefted  that  he  availed 
himfelf  of  the  recefs  to  anticipate  an  anfwer 
to  the  minifter  before  they  Ihould  be  con- 
fidered  by  the  Affembly  ;  and  that  it  would 
be  foon  demonftrated  that  he  was  the  author 
of  the  nefarious  fcheme  of  taxation.  Even 
the  manner  in  which  the  ifland  of  Mount- 
Defert  was  obtained  w^as  held  up  to  view, 
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fince  It  now  ferved  for  a  pretext  to  poftpone 
the  proper  means  of  defending  the  rights  of 
the  Province  which  granted  it. 

Notwithftanding  the  delay  which  had 
taken  place,  the  Governor  in  his  fpeech  re-» 
minded  the  members  of  the  General  Court, 
that  he  had  called  them  together  earlier 
than  he  had  exprelfed  his  intention  to  have 
been  at  the  former  feffion,  as  feveral  gentle- 
men of  both  Houfes  had  fignified  to  him 
their  apprehenfions  that  fome  further  pro- 
vifions  were  necelTary  for  the  maintaining 
of  the  territorial  rights  and  commercial  in- 
terefts  of  the  Province  :  that  he  fhould  leave 
them  to  their  own  deliberations,  fince  he 
might  be  thought  not  impartial  and  inde- 
pendent enough  to  be  their  counfellor  ;  and 
recommended  unity,  prudence,  and  modera- 
tion. 

The  members  of  the  Houfe  juflly  repre- 
fented  the  interefts  and  feelings  of  their  con- 
ftituents.  After  referring  over  bufinefs  of 
a  private  nature,  they  applied  themfelves  to 
the  drawing  of  an  addrefs  to  the  King  upon 
the  fubjedl  of  the  late  act  of  Parliament. 
The  tenor  of  this  was  wholly  incompatible 

with 
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With  the  Ideas  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon  and  his 
party  ;    who  therefore  made  a  firm  oppofi- 
tion  to  it  in  the  Council.     This  produced 
a  conference,  at  which  he  was  firft  manager 
on  their  part ;  and  afterwards  a  committee 
of  both  Houfes,  in  which  he  exerted  all  his 
talents   to   defeat   the  addrefs  to  the  King, 
and  finally  converted  it  into  a  petition  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  clothed  in  language 
which  the   haughtieft  burgefs  in   England 
might  have  deigned  to  hear,  and  fupplicating 
a  continuance  of  the  privileges  which  the 
Colony  had  enjoyed  as  a  matter  of  mere 
grace  and  favour.      The  objections  to  the 
revenue    law    were    coldly    ftated    on    the 
ground  of  inj  ury  to  the  fifheries,  and  a  con- 
fequent  reduction  of  the  means  of  paying 
for  Britifh  manufactures  ;  and  the  arguments 
againft  the  future  flamp  acSt  were  drawn 
from  the  inconvenience  that  would  refult 
from  draining  the  Colonies  of  money,  which 
muft  conduce  to  the  fame  evil :  and  fo,  up- 
on the  whole,  that  Great-Britain  would  lofe 
more  from  the  diminution  of  her  manufac- 
tures, than  all  the  fums  which  it  was  pofli- 
ble  for  the  Colonies  thus  to  pay  could  coun- 
tervail.    In  fhort,  the  ideas  of  this  petition 

appeared 
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appeared  to  follow  exadly  the  didates  of 
the  agent ;  and  it  concladed  with  a  prayer 
that  time  might  be  granted,  in  order  that 
the  petitioners  in  conjimdion  with  the  other 
governments  might  have  opportunity  to 
make  a  more  full  reprefentation  of  the  ftate 
and  condition  of  the  Colonies,,  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  Great-Britain  with  regard  to  them. 
Nothing  was  faid  of  the  right  of  Parliament 
to  impofe  the  tax,  nor  of  the  difpofition  of 
the  Coloniils  to  avoid  the  operation  of  it. 

During  the  debates  upon  this  lubjed,  the 
Governor  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Earl  of  Halifax,  fignifying  the  King's  dif- 
pleafure  at  the  conduct  of  the  Afiemblies  in 
New-England,  in  refufmg  or  delaying  to 
comply  with  General  Gage's  requifition  for 
men.  The  Houfe  referred  the  confideratioa 
of  this  to  the  next  feffion  ;  and  the  peace, 
which  was  foon  after  concluded  with 
the  Indians,  made  this  communication  of 
no  further  importance,  than  the  influence 
which  it  might  have  had  upon  the  members 
at  this  critical  juncture  ;  and  raifmg  a  new 
argument  from  the  backwardnefs  of  the 
Houfc  to  ad:  conclufively  upon  it,  in  favour 
of  his  Majefty's  eftablifhing  a  {landing  force 
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WitMii  the  Colonies  for  defending  them  at 
their   own   expenfe.       But    the  petition  is 
fairlj  to  be  attributed  to  Mr.  Hutchinfon's 
addrefs.       Having  v^^earied  the   committee 
with  a  tedious  oppofition  of  ten  days,  and    fon's  m.  s. 
embarraffed  the  Houfe  by  the  counteracting    letter  ,0  Mr. 
votes  of  the  Council,  he  obtained  a  petition    Nov.  7/ 
wholly  deftitute  of  the  fpirit  difplayed  in 
the  inftruClions  to  the  agent  at  the  laft  fef- 
fion.      He  then  became  folicitous  to  wipe 
cfF  any  mifconftruction  in  England  of  what 
would  appear  by  the  records,  his  being  at 
the  head  of  a  committee  upon  an  affair  of 
fuch  a  nature.      In  order  to  efFed:  this,  he 
offered  to  a  correfpondent  of  a  public  char- 
acter, as  an  apology  for  drawing  the  peti- 
tion, his  fears  that  the  Court  would  unite 
in  fomething  worfe.      He  fhewed  his  fer- 
vices    in  convincing  the    majority  of  the 
members  of  the  imprudence  attending  every 
meafure,  w^hich  looked  like  oppofition  to 
the  determinations  of  Parliament  :   and  he 
made  ufe  of  the  fame  occafion  to  propofe 
refigning  his  commiffion  as  Lieutenant-Gov- 
cnor,  whenever  a  new  Governor  fhould  be 
appointed,  and  lodging  a  letter  of  refigna- 
tion  in  the  hands  of  his  friend  to  be  ufed, 

when  the  event  might  require. 
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The  public  bufinefs  was  clofed  by  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  Governor,  in  which  the  two 
Houfes   ftated  the   grievances   they   appre- 
hended themfelves  to   be   under   from  the 
late  adt  of  Parliament,  nearly  in  the  fame 
manner  as  related  in  their    application   to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  dividing  them  in- 
to fuch  as  affected  the  civil  rights  and  fuch 
as  related  to  the  commercial  interefts  of  the 
Colonies.      The  trials  by  the  courts  of  Ad- 
miralty were  of  the  firft  kind,  and  were  the 
more  alarming,  as,  according  to  the  practice 
of  that  court,  the  Judge  and  officers  had  a 
twentieth   part  of  the  whole  value  of  the 
articles  condemned,  but  in  cafe  of  acquittal, 
were  entitled  only  to  cuftomary  fees  ;   the 
manifeft  tendency  of  which 'was  to  procure 
decrees  of  condemnation,  where  there  was 
no  juft  caufe  of  feizure.     The  grievances  of 
the  fecond  kind  were  the  eiBed:  of  the  adl 
upon  the  fiiliery,  and   the   exportation  of 
lumber,  which  was  reflrid:ed  to  Great-Brit- 
ain.    From  the  injury  of  the  colonial  com- 
merce the  evil  confequenccs  upon  the  inter- 
efts   of  Great-Britain   were  eafily  adduced. 
His  Excellency  was  requefted  to  lay  thefe 
obfervations,  and  a  copy  of  the  petition  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  before  his  Majefty's 
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minlfters,  and  to  reprefent  to  them  the  griev- 
ances mentioned  to  arife  from  the  late  a6:, 
and  apprehended  to  be  the  probable  refult 
of  a  ftamp  duty,  and  earneftly  to  befeech 
the  favour  of  their  great  influence  to  eafe 
them  of  the  burden  of  the  one,  and  remove 
from  them  the  apprehenfions  of  the  other. 

The  proceedings  at  this  feffion  iliew  how 
extremely  difficult  it  was  for  the  Britifh 
miniflry  to  obtain  juft  information  of  the 
fpirit  and  views  of  the  Colonifts,  if  it  were 
the  fubjedt  of  real  inquiry.  Their  repre- 
fentatives  were  made  to  fpeak  a  language 
far  fhort  of  their  alarms,  and  to  place  their 
rights  upon  little  better  footing  than  that  of 
indulgence.  The  mode  in  which  this  was 
brought  about,  it  was  the  intereft  of  the 
agents  to  mifreprefent  or  conceal.  Party  . 
fpirit  prevailed,  and  it  is  not  wonderful  that 
the  aflfairs  of  America  fliould  be  feen  through 
its  falfe  medium,  fixing  objeds  in  a  wrong 
point  of  view  by  refrading  them  from  the 
line  of  truth  ;  and,  inftead  of  an  exadt  im- 
age prefenting  a  diftorted  and  delufive  fig- 
ure to  the  eye  of  the  tranfatlantic  fpeftator. 

The 
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The  General   Court  had  fcarcely  rlfen, 
when  copies  of  the  addrefs  and  memorials 
to  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  from 
the  Province  of  Virginia,  were  laid  before 
the  public.       Thofe  from  New- York  had 
been  previoufiy  received.      The  independ- 
ent fpirit  difplayed   in  thefe  applications  ; 
the  energy  with  which  the  American  rights 
were  ftated  and  maintained,  and  the  conclu- 
five  force  of  the  arguments  formed  an  hu- 
miliating contraft  in  the  minds  of  the  warm 
patriots,  between  them  and  the  petition  from 
their  own  Province.     They  complained  of 
diffidence  and  want  of  zeal  in  their  Legifla- 
ture.      But  their   opponents  on  the  other 
hand  faw  nothing  advantageous  to  the  coun- 
try in  this  lofty  ftyle,  which  they  thought 
amounted  to  folly  and  madnefs  ;   that  there 
could  be  no  ufeful    purpofe    anfwered    in 
claiming  an  exemption  from  taxes,  when 
the  whole  body  of  the  people  of  England, 
who  had  the  power,  was  againft  the  Colo- 
nies ;    that  thefe  noble  fentiments,  as  they 
were  called,  had   determined  the  miniftry 
immediately  to  make  it  a  point,  whether 
the   nation    or  the  Americans  ihould  con- 
quer :    and  it  was  the  moft  to  be  lamented, 

that 
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that  thefe  ralh  high  flying  petitioners  would 
nbt  fufFer  alone,  but  muft  involve  in  their 
fate  thofe,  v^ho  were  not  lefs  firm,  though 
more  moderate.      The  arguments  of  this 
party  at  home  were  aided  by  a  communica- 
tion to  a  correfpondent  of  their  leader  in 
England,  fuggefting  a  hope  that  the  agent    Hutchin- 
for  New-York  would  excufe  himfelf  from    [^"t^r-kjok 
prefenting  their  petition  or  from  making  it    Nov.  1764* 
public,  as  it  was  reported  he  had  orders  to 
do,  let  his  inftrudions  be  what  they  might. 
Whilft  the  zealous  controverfialifts  thus  op- 
pofed  each  other,  all  rational  men  drew  a 
juft  conclufion  from  the  unequal  if  not  dif- 
cordant  tenor  of  the  petitions  from  the  fev- 
cral  Provinces,  that  there  was  a  neceffity  of 
fome  common  AflTembly  who  fhould  delib- 
erate and  unitedly  declare  the  unequivocal 
Toice  of  all  Britiflx  America, 
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Difptite  hetweeii  the  Council  and  Hotife  rcfpccf- 
ing  the  form  ofpaffi?ig  a  refolve — Extraor- 
dinary gra?2t  to  the  Chief  fiiflice  carried 
by  one  vote  only — Richard  Jackfon^  jun. 
chofen  agent  in  the  room  of  Mr,  Mauduit 
'—Stamp  AB  p^-Jf^d — Proceedings   of  the 
Hoife  of  Reprefentatives — Meeting  of  a 
General  Congrefs  at  New -York  recommend- 
ed— Delegates  ,chofen  in   Maffachufetts — 
Ohfervations  on  the  mini/le7''ial  pretences  of 
taxing  the  Colotiies^  publifljed  at  New-York 
—Refolutions  of  the  Vi?ginia    Affembly-^ 
AEIs    of  the  people — Riots    in    Bojlon — 
Lieutenant-Governor     Hutchinfons     houfe 
defroyed. 

4 

«76i.  X  HE  Province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  hav- 

ing put  herfelf  in  a  fupplicating  attitude 
before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  nothing 
now  remained,  but  to  wait  the  iffue  of  her 
petition.  This  could  not  be  known  when 
the  Governor  called  the  General  Court  to- 

jaf.  9.  gether  at  the  winter  feffion.     Their  proceed- 

ings were,  of  courfe,  little  connedted  with 
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the  fubje£t  of  the  late    controverfy  ;   and 
their  communications   with  the    Governor 
wore    that   conciliatory  appearance,  which 
naturally  refulted  from  a  ftate  of  expectation 
founded  on  the  effed:  of  a  humble  experi- 
ment.      He  congratulated  them  upon   the 
fubfiding  of  the  troublefome    appearances, 
which  had  arifen  from  fome  ill-advifed  en- 
croachments by  certain  French  and  Spanifli 
commanders,  that  had  been    difa vowed  by 
their  refpeffive  courts,  and  upon  the  happy 
termination  of  the  Indian  war,  in  an  hon- 
ourable and   fafe   manner.      He   informed 
them  that  he  had  recommended  to  the  fa- 
vour of  his  Majefty's  minifters  the  petition, 
which  they  had  prepared  ;  and  that  he  flat- 
tered himfelf  that  their  reprefentations  w^ould 
receive  great  weight  from  the  dutiful  man- 
ner in  which  they  were  formed  ;    conclud- 
ing that  the  late  exemplary  inflances  of  their  . 
unanimity,  prudence,  and  moderation,   in 
times  of  difficulty  and  diftruft,  w^ould  diftin- 
guifh  them  to  their  advantage,  would  con- 
firm the  reputation  they  had  hitherto  acquir- 
ed, and  give  affurance  of  their  refolution  to 
fupport  it  by  their  future  condud. 

The 
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The  Council  and  Houfe  of  Reprefeilta- 
tives,  in  their  anfwer  to  the  Governor's 
fpeech,  took  great  care  not  to  counteract 
their  Lite  pacific  proceedings.  After  return- 
ing the  congratulations  upon  the  removal  of 
hoflile  appearances  with  France  and  Spain, 
and  the  termination  of  the  Indian  war,  they 
obferved  upon  the  fubject  of  their  petition, 
that  they  flattered  themfelves,  that  their  rep- 
refentations  would  have  fuccefs,  not  only 
from  the  dutiful  manner  in  which  they  were 
formed,  but  from  the  necelTary  connexion 
which  there  was  between  the  interefl  of  the 
nation  and  the  fuccefs  of  that  petition,  it  be- 
ing a  demonflrable  truth,  that  the  national 
interefl  would  be  beft  promoted  and  fecured 
by  encouraging  the  trade  of  the  Colonies. 
If  that  profpered  or  declined,  fo  would  the 
trade  of  Great-Britain,  but  in  a  greater  pro- 
portion. That  her  power  and  w^ealth,  how- 
ever great,  were  flill  in  their  minority  com- 
pared with  what,  it  was  probable,  they 
would  one  day  be,  if  the  trade  and  growth 
of  her  Colonies  were  not  impeded. 

•  They  thanked  the  Governor  for  his  dec- 
laration of  promoting  the  real  welfare  of  the 
Province  conliilently  with  its  fubordination 

to 
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to  the  kingdom  of  Great-Britain,  and  the 
common  intereft  of  the  whole  empire,  in 
confiftence  with  which,  they  hoped  for  his 
endeavours  for  that  purpofe,  and  pledged 
their  inclinations  confpiring  with  their  du- 
ty, to  give  him  their  affiftance. 

They  agreed  that  the  times  were  difficult, 
but  they  hoped  that  thefe  were  not  times  of 
diftruft  :  they  diftrufted  not  the  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  of  Parliament,  having  with  the 
Colonies  in  general  often  experienced  the 
happy  efFedts  of  both.  On  the  fame  wif- 
dom and  goodnefs,  next  to  the  fupreme, 
they  ftill  relied.  As  that  refpe(3:able  body 
had  power,  they  humbly  trufted  their  wif- 
dom and  goodnefs  would  exert  it,  to  remove 
the  embarraflments  upon  their  trade,  to 
which  the  difficulty  of  the  times  was  owing  : 
and  if  in  his  Excellency's  eftimation  they 
had  acquired  any  reputation  hitherto,  they 
hoped  to  fupport  it  by  their  future  condudt ; 
at  leaft  to  evince  that  they  had  done  their  beft 
for  that  purpofe* 

Reafons  fufficiently  obvious  led  to  thd 
complacent  difpofition  ihewn  by  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  to  the  Governor,  and  he 

reciprocated 
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reciprocated  by  approving  of  Mr.  Otis  as 
their  Speaker  pro  tempore,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  White  who  was  unable  to  keep  the 
chair  from  indifpofition.  But  thefe  reafons 
did  not  extend  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
nor  always  to  the  Council,  over  whom  he 
prefided  and  whom  he  generally  guided  by 
his  influence.  This  muft  account  for  a  dif- 
pute,  which  took  place  between  the  two 
Houfes,  upon  the  mere  form  of  pafTing  a 
refolution,  to  authorize  the  Treafurer  to 
continue  drawing  his  bills  of  exchange  in 
the  name  of  Mr.  Mauduit,  notwithftanding 
the  choice  of  Mr.  Jackfon.  It  originated  in 
the  Houfe,  and  was  concurred  by  the  Coun- 
cil as  taken  into  a  new  draught,  in  which 
the  form  of  its  originating  in  the  Houfe 
was  preferved,  as  the  cuftom  has  fmce  been 
eftabliihed.  To  this  the  Houfe  objected, 
and  fent  a  meflage  to  inform  the  Board  that 
it  was  ufual  for  the  Houfe  to  originate  their 
own  refolves,  and  that  they  chofe  to  con- 
tinue in  that  pradxice.  This  necelTarily  pro- 
duced a  melTage  in  j  uRification  of  the  Council, 
in  which  they  plead  the  uninterrupted  prac- 
tice of  both  Houfes,  in  taking  into  a  new 
draught  any  vote  fent  from  one  to  the  oth- 
er, in  order  to  fave  the  trouble  and  perplex- 
ity 


BERNARD.  197 

ity  which  arofe  from  a  great  number  of 
amendments  by  marginal  references  :  and 
that  the  Board  not  intending  to  prepare  a 
vote  to  originate  in  the  Houfe,  but  to  alter  a 
vote  before  originated  there,  the  Houfe  had 
no  juft  occafion  for  fending  fuch  a  meffage. 
In  anfwer  to  which  the  Houfe  acknowledg- 
ed the  pradice  of  drawing  anew,  but  con- 
tended that  one  Houfe  had  never  made  a 
draught  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  other, 
and  then  fent  it  to  the  other  to  a6t  upon ; 
and  they  therefore  thought  that  the  Board 
had  done  fomething  more  than  altering  or 
amending  the  vote  fent  up.  In  the  event, 
the  Council  originated  and  pafled  a  new'^re- 
folution,  which  the  Houfe  non-concurred, 
and  originated  and  pafled  another  like  it, 
with  the  variation  of  one  immaterial  word, 
and  that  perhaps  by  accident,  in  which  the 
Council  concurred,  and  fo  terminated  the 
difpute. 

Whilft  the  two  Houfes  were  thus  con- 
tending about  a  form,  the  period  arrived  for 
making  the  annual  grants  to  the  civil  offi- 
cers. The  extraordinary  allowance,  ufually 
made  to  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Superiour 
Court  for  his  peculiar  fervices,  came  under 
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confideration  of  courfe.  This  had  been 
omitted  for  the  three  laft  years,  and  now 
met  with  ftrong  oppofition,  moft  probably 
from  the  fame  principles,  which  muft  have 
been  founded  on  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  fuppof- 
ed  political  fentiments,  fmce  againft  his  judi- 
cial conduct  in  general  there  was  no  ground 
of  objedion  :  it  was  juft,  intelligent,  and 
popular.  The  queftion  upon  his  grant  was 
finally  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  Houfe, 
and  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  ma« 
jority  of  only  one  vote. 

But  the  moft  important  bufmefs,  which 
the  General  Court  tranfaded  at  this  feffion, 
was  the  choice  of  an  agent  in  the  room  of 
Jafper  Mauduit,  Efq.  who  had  requefted  to 
be  excufed  on  account  of  his  declining 
health.  The  common  caufe  of  the  conti- 
nental Colonies  greatly  depended  on  the 
fidelity  and  exertions  of  the  perfons,  whom 
they  might  employ  in  England.  A  power- 
ful influence  in  the  Weft-India  planters  was 
to  be  overcome,  before  a  reduction  of  the  du- 
ty on  molafles  could  be  effeded ;  and  a 
great  intereft  relied  on  for  procuring  a  re- 
pulfion  of  the  ftamp  adt  was  that  of  the 
merchants  trading  to  America,  whom  the 

agents 
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agents  were  to  inform,  perfuade,  and,  if 
poiEble,  bring  to  action.  Mr.  Mauduit  had 
always  defpaired  of  the  minifter's  renounc- 
ing the  principle  of  taxing  the  Colonies,  and 
expeded  nothing  beyond  the  reduction  of 
the  duties  ;  nor  did  the  other  agents  feem 
more  fanguine,  fince,  according  to  his  ac- 
count, fome  of  them  would  not  meet  on 
the  bufmefs,  and  iufl  before  the  paffing  of  jafperMau. 

'  -^  ^      ,  .  duit's  M.  s, 

the  itamp  aft  only  one  had  come  to  him  to  letter,  jan. 
facilitate  their  meeting.  Whilft  fuch  lan- 
guid and  defponding  feelings  prevailed  at 
the  place  of  aftion,  little  was  to  be  hoped 
for,  unlefs  vigour  could  be  infpired  from  the 
fpirit  of  the  country.  The  AfTembly,  dif- 
truftful  of  fervants  placed  at  fo  great  a  dif- 
tance,  and  finding  the  difficulty  of  removing 
them  at  pleafure,  voted  that  the  powers  of 
any  future  agent  fhould  be  limited  to  the 
term  of  three  years,  and  then  proceeded  to 
the  appointment.  Mr.  Hutchinfon  having 
withdrawn  himfelf,  there  remained  only  Mr. 
Bollan,  who  had  again  offered  his  fervices, 
but  whofe  accounts  remained  unfettled  ; 
Ifrael  Mauduit,  the  brother  of  the  agent,  who 
was  fufpedted  to  be  too  much  under  minil- 
terial  influence  ;  and  Richard  Jackfon,  jun.  a 
gentleman  of  the  law  in  England,  agent  for 
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Connedicut,  and  who  was  the  particular 
friend  of  Governor  Bernard,  as  well  as  the 
intimate  correfpondent  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon. 
In  the  event  Mr.  Bollan  w^as  given  up,  un- 
der pretence  of  keeping  out  Mr.  Mauduit, 
and  Mr.  Jackfon*  was  chofen. 

The  refpe£tful  filence,  which  prevailed  In 
Mafiachufetts  during  the  fuppofed  operation 
of  their  petition,  w^as  at  length  broken  by 
the  arrival  of  the  parliamentary  proceedings. 
On  the  feventh  of  February  the  Houfe  of 
Commons'  refolved,  and  it  was  afterwards 
enacted,  that  certain  Ramp  duties  fhould  be 
impofed  on  the  Colonies  in  /^.merica.  If 
there  were  any  who  had  confidence  in  the 
effect  of  the  petition,  what  muft  have  been 
their  difappointment  !  How  great  was  the 
vidlory  of  its  opponents  1  How  contemptu- 
ous the  fituation  of  its  advocates  !  There 
was  nothing  faved  by  their  friends  in  En- 
gland, even  in  appearances,  to  juftlfy  their 
zeal  for  moderate  meafures.  So  impatient 
was  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  exercife 
of  their  difputed  right  of  taxation,  that  no 
member  could  be  found  to  prefcnt  the  peti- 
tions from  New- York  and  Virginia,  and 
that  from  Maflachufetts  remained  in  the  pri- 
vate 
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vate  keeping  of  Mr.  Jackfon.     The  a£t  itfelf    jafpcr  Mau- 
was  framed  with  fo  Uttle  regard  to  the  eafe    Feb.  9, 1^65! 
and  notions  of  the  people,  that  if  their  ene- 
mies had   any  ground  for  charging   them 
with    reftleflhefs  and  ambitious  defigns  of 
independence,    the    reproach    might    have 
been  fairly  retorted,  from  the  apparent  at* 
tempt  to  provoke  them  to  it  by  this  memo- 
rable law.      Befide  the  great  amount  of  the 
duties  impofed  by  it,  they  were  laid  upon 
objeds  of  which  the  public  opinion  was 
naturally  jealous.     The  indifcriminate  rates 
affixed  to  papers  at  the  probate  offices,  and 
the  tax    of  two  pounds  upon    every    de- 
gree conferred  by  feminaries   of  learning, 
were  evidence  of  this  :   and,  in  addition  to 
all,  the  forfeitures  for  breaches  of  this  and 
the  other  ads  of  revenue  were  made  recov- 
erable in  the  detelled  courts  of  Admiralty. 
It  was  in  vain  longer  to  attempt  reftraining 
the    popular  indignation.       The   effedt  of 
fome  alleviating  meafures  whic^h  the  miniC- 
try  adopted  was  not  now  to  be  felt.     It  was 
of  trifling  confideration  that  American  lum- 
ber was  admitted  to  all  the  markets  of  Eu- 
rope ;    and    even  a  bounty   allowed  upon 
it,  when  imported  into  Britain  ;  that  the 
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colour  for  injurious  exaftions  in  the  cafe  of 
inland  navigation  between  the  Colonies  was 
taken  away  ;  that  a  projed:  of  fome  fugar 
bakers  in  the  cities  of  London  and  Briftol 
for  fuppreffing  refining  houfes  in  America 
was  flopped  ;  or  that  the  threatened  claufe 
in  the  mutiny  bill  for  quartering  troops  in 
private  houfes  was  renounced.  The  im- 
pending blow  w^as  too  alarming  to  admit  of 
attention  to  fuch  inferlcur  objedls.  If  pluck- 
ing the  leaves  from  the  tree  of  liberty  had 
excited  fuch  agitations,  what  was  to  be  ex- 
ped:ed,  now  the  axe  was  laid  at  the  root  ? 

Such  was  the  magnitude  of  the  evil  at 
firft,  that  all  feemed  to  paufe,  as  if  at  a  lofs 
to  fix  upon  any  meafures  for  refi fling  it  : 
and  Mr.  Hutchinfon  wrote  that  they  were 
AF'u6r^'    waiting,  not  to  know  whether  they  mufl 
»76i.  fubmit  to  a  flamp  duty,  but  when  it  was  to 

take  place  and  under  what  regulations  ;  and 
what  further  provifion  was  to  be  made,  if 
the  duty  fhould  fall  fhort  of  raifing  the 
funis  that  the  Colonies  were  to  pay,  which 
report  had  fixed  at  ^^3 30,000  llerling,  in- 
cluding the  Weft-Indian  iflands.  How  was 
the  paufe  which  gave  rife  to  this  apparent 
acquiefcence    mifconftrued  !     Inftead    of  a 
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fleep  infufed  by  the  opiate  of  parliamentary 
power,  it  was  like  the  filence  which  precedes 
an  earthquake,  and  forboded  the  convulfions 
of  a  dreadful  explofion  to  all  the  abetters  of 
the  minifterial  projedions. 

Attempts  were  firft  made  to  unlock  the 
reftraints  upon  the  language  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  General  Court.  The  obftruc- 
tions  to  this  lay  chiefly  in  the  Council ;  and 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  was  the  principal  of  them. 
His  removal  therefore  was  to  be  perfevered 
in  ;  and  exertions  were  accordingly  made 
to  efFed;  it,  but  as  yet  they  proved  ineffec- 
tual. He  ftill  remained  at  the  helm  of 
public  affairs,  dired:ing  them  againft  the  ad- 
verfe  force  of  popular  opinion,  until  it  rofe 
to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  overwhelm  him  and 
his  adherents  in  its  irrefiftible  violence^ 

Diflurbed  as  the  minds  of  the  people 
were  by  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  it 
feems  impoffible  that  the  eledion  of  the  old 
Counfellors  could  have  been  the  unbiaffed 
a6t  of  their  reprefentatives.  Intrigue  muft 
have  had  its  fhare  in  bringing  about  a  ftate 
of  things,  which  put  the  General  Court  into 
a  fituation  fo  truly  humiliating.     Whilft  the 
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feelings  of  all  men  were  alive  to  the  critical 
and  dangerous  ftate  of  the  country,  they 
were  fixed  upon  their  feats  to  hear  a  fpeech 
from  the  Governor,  in  which  the  caufe  of  the 
general  alarm  was  not  mentioned ;  and  in  an- 
fwer  to  which  it  was  not  to  be  expedied  that 
the  prefent  Council  could  be  induced  to  take 
it  into  view.  He  addrefTed  them  upon  the 
manufacturing  of  pot-afhes,  the  raifing  of 
hemp,  and  carrying  lumber  to  the  Britifh 
markets,  which  would  furnifli  them  with 
fuiEcient  refources  to  pay  for  their  imports, 
and  prevent  any  occafion  of  vainly  attempt- 
ing to  transfer  manufadlories  from  their  fet- 
tled abode.  He  told  them  that  it  was  their 
happinefs  that  their  fupreme  legiflature,  the 
Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  was  the  faiic- 
tuary  of  liberty  and  juftice  ;  and  that  the 
prince  who  prefided  over  it,  realized  the 
idea  of  a  patriot  king  :  that  they  fhould 
then  furely  fubmit  their  opinions  to  the 
determinations  of  fo  auguft  a  body,  and  ac- 
quiefce  in  a  perfect  confidence  that  the 
rights  of  the  mem^bers  of  the  Britifh  empire 
would  ever  be  fafe  in  the  hands  of  the  con- 
fervators  of  the  liberty  of  the  whole. 

So  fuccefsfully  was  the  caufe  of  the  ad- 
vocates for  the  Britifh  government  managed 

at 
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at  the  eledions,  that  Mr.  Hutchlnfon,  en- 
couraged by  it,  prefented  a  memorial  for  an 
allowance  for  his  fervices  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  which  was  fupported  by  a  fpecial 
meffage  from  the  chair.  But  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  voted  that  they  would  not 
commit  them  ;  and  that  they  would  not 
make  any  grant  to  the  memorialift. 

Inftead  of  anfwering  the  illufive  fpeech  of 
the  Governor,  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  bu- 
fmefs  of  more  importance  to  their  conftitu- 
ents.  After  confidering  the  difficulties  of 
the  Colonies,  and  what  dutiful  addrefs  it 
might  be  proper  to  make  to  his  Majefty 
and  the  Parliament  refpeding  the  late  laws, 
they  proceeded  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
American  Revolution  :  they  voted  that  it  ^^^  *^* 
was  highly  expedient  there  fhould  be  a 
meeting,  as  foon  as  might  be,  of  committees 
from  the  Houfes  of  Reprefentatives  or  Bur- 
gefles  in  the  feveral  Colonies  on  this  conti- 
nent, to  confult  together  on  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Colonies,  and  the  difficul- 
ties to  which  they  then  were,  and  muft  be 
reduced  by  the  operation  of  the  late  ads  of 
Parliament  for  levying  duties  and  taxes  on 
the  Colonies,  and  to  confider  of  a  general 

and 
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and  humble  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  and  the 
Parliament,  to  implore  relief:  that  the  meet- 
ing fhould  be  held  at  New- York,  on  the  firft 
Tuefday  of  October  following ;  and  that  let- 
ters be  forthwith  prepared  and  tranfmitted 
to.  the  refpedive  Speakers  of  the  feveral 
Houfes  of  Reprefentatives  or  Burgefles,  to 
advife  them  of  this  refolution,  and  to  invite 
them  to  join  by  their  committees  in  the 
meeting.  The  Houfe  then  prepared  the 
form  of  a  circular  letter  and  appointed  a 
committee  in  behalf  of  Maflachufetts,  con- 
fifting  of  Janjes  Otis,  John  Worthington,  and 
Oliver  Partridge,  Efquires  ;  but  Mr.  Wor- 
thington excufmg  himfelf  from  the  fervice, 
Timothy  Ruggles,  Efq.  was  chofen  in  his 
room. 

This  meafure  was  irrefiftible  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  his  friends ;  it  was  too  confiftent 
with  the  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
which  they  had  effeded,  now  to  meet  with 
their  oppofition  ;  and  the  fpirit  of  the  people 
probably  would  not  have  borne  with  any 
further  management  in  the  General  Court 
upon  this  fubjedt.  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  party 
therefore  acquiefced  in  what  they  could  not 
prevent,  and  endeavoured  to  procure  mem- 
bers 
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bers  for  the  committee  who  might  be  fuit- 
able  to  their  views.  How  far  they  fuc- 
ceeded  in  this  will  be  feen  hereafter. 


Upon  the  rifing  of  the   General  Court, 
there  was  publifhed,  from  the  Gazette  at 
New- York,  obfervations  upon  the  minifteri- 
al  pretences  of  taxing  the  Colonies,  in  which 
the  dodrine  of  virtual  reprefentation  was  re- 
futed, and  the  power  of  Parliament  ftridtly 
examined.     After  fhewing  the  difference  be- 
tween the  Colonies  and  the  corporate  towns 
and  bodies  in  England,  who.  had  no  Ihare 
in  the  choice  of  members  to  Parliament,  and 
demonftrating  that  as  every  diflind  intereft 
in    a   government  ought  to  have    its  due 
weight  in  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs, 
fo  each  of  thofe  interefts  ihould  have  the  ap- 
pointment of  Reprefentatives  in  number  as 
near  as  might  be  proportionate  to  their  In- 
terefl  in  and  importance  to  the  government 
in  general,  this  writer  afferted,  that  where 
there  was  an  entire  inconfiftency  of  interefls, 
fo  that  the  benefit  of  one  muft  necefTarily 
be  in  the  fame  degree  hurtful  to  the  other, 
that   then  thefe  two  interefts  could  never 
unite  in  the  fame  government ;  and  apply- 
ing this  obfervation  to  the  cafe  of  Great- 
Britain 
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Britain  and  her  Colonies,  inferred  that  if 
their  interefts  could  not  be  made  to  coincide, 
(which  he  believed  they  might)  if  the  fame 
conftitution  might  not  take  place  in  both,  as  it 
certainly  ought ;  if  the  welfare  of  the  moth- 
er  country   neceffarily   requires   a  facrifice 
of*  the  mofl  valuable  national  rights  of  the 
Colonies,  their  right  of  making  their  own 
laws,  and  difpofing  of  their  own  property 
by  reprefentatives  of  their  own  choofmg  ; 
if  fuch  v/as  really  the  cafe  between  Great- 
Britain  and  her  Colonies,  then  the  connex- 
ion between  them  ought  to  ceafe,  and  foon- 
er  or  later  muft  inevitably  ceafe,  and  per- 
haps end  in  the  total  ruin  of  one  or  both  of 
them :  that  the  Englifli  government  could 
not  long  act  towards  a  part  of  its  dominions 
upon    principles    diametrically   oppofite   to 
its  own,  without  lofmg  itfelf  in  the  flavery 
it  would  impofe  upon  the  Colonies,  or  teach- 
ing them  to  throw  it  off,  and  afTert  that  free- 
dom which  was  denied  them  by  thofe,  who 
had   no  better  right  to   it  than  themfelves. 
Upon  the  fubjedt  of  a  virtual  reprefentation 
this  writer  obfcrved, that  if  perfons  here  might 
be  reprefented  in  England  without  their  own 
choice  ;    then  by  parity  of  reafon,  perfons 
there  might  be  reprefented  here  in  the  fame 
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tnanner.     The  laws  pafled  in  the  Colonic?, 
after  obtaining  the  royal  affent,  were  of  equal 
force  with  ad:s  of  Parliament :    fo  that  the 
Colonifls  had  as  really  a  legiflative  power  as 
the  people  of  England,  and  therefore  if  they 
were  to  make  ad:s  of  aflembly  to  levy  taxes 
upon  the  people  of  England,  and  obtain  the 
royal  affent  to  them,  could  any  man  tell  why 
thofe  adis  fhould  not  be  as  binding  upon  the 
people  of  England  as  their  adts  were  upon 
the  Colonifls  ?    There  was  indeed  a  differ- 
ence in  the  power  to  enforce  the  adts.     If 
fuch  an  impofition  would  appear  abomina- 
ble to  the  people  in  England,  let  them  be  as 
tender  of  the  Colonial  rights,  as  they  would 
wifh  the  Colonifts  to  be  of  their's  under  a 
reverfe  of  power,  and  fuch  a  time  might  pof- 
fibiy  come  in  future  ages.     Even  though  it 
fhould  appear  that  there  were  feveral  towns, 
corporations,  and  bodies  of  people  in  Eng- 
land, under  fimilar  circumftances  to  thofe  of 
the  Colonies  (which  he  proved  was  not  the 
cafe)   yet  that  would  only  fhew,  that  fome 
of  the  people  in  England,  as  well  as  thofe 
in  America,  were   injured  and   oppreffed ; 
but  it  would  fliew  no  fort  of  right  for  the 
oppreffion.     It  would  fhew  that  thofe  places 
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ought  to  join  with  the  Americans  in  remon- 
ftrances  to  obtain  redrefs  of  grievances.  As 
to  the  dependency  or  independency  of  the 
Colonies,  it  was  not  conceived  that  thofe 
terms  could  be  applicable  to  them.  They 
were  a  part  of  the  Britifli  dominions  ;  but 
could  one  part  of  a  kingdom  be  faid  to  be 
dependent  on  another,  vv'hen  all  have  the 
fame  common  rights  ?  They  have  indeed  a 
reciprocal  dependence  upon  one  another  for 
afliftance,  conveniency,  and  fecurity  of  their 
-  common  and  refpedive  rights  ;  but  they  do 
not  derive  their  rights  from  one  another. 
From  the  Author  of  nature  alone  they  re- 
ceive them. 

At  the  fame  time  appeared  the  refolutions 
of  the  Virginia  affembly,  that  his  Majefly's 
liege  people,  the  inhabitants  of  that  Colony, 
were  not  bound  to  yield  obedience  to  any  law 
or  ordinance  whatever,  defigned  to  impofe 
any  taxation  upon  them,  other  than  the  lawa 
or  ordinances  of  their  General  Affembly. 

Thefe  publications  gave  a  great  elevation 
to  the  fpirits  of  the  people  ;  and  writers  were 
not  wanting  within  the  Province  to  enforce 
fnnllar  political   tenets,    until   a   refolution 
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feemed  to  be  taken  that  oppofitlon  fhould 
aflume  a  new  appearance.  Had  the  difpute 
refpediing  the  ftamp  ad:  been  fuiFered  to  re- 
main with  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpedive 
countries,  the  courfe  of  events  might  have 
been  effentially  different,  and  peace  might 
have  continued  for  many  years  longer. 
Such  was  the  check  upon  the  Governor  al- 
lowed to  the  voters  in  Maffachufetts,  through 
their  reprefentatives,  that  they  could  have 
withheld  all  means  of  executing  any  ad:  of 
Parliament,  which  was  obnoxious  to  the  peo- 
ple, whilft  deeds  of  violence  which  might 
have  afforded  a  pretext  for  introducing  for- 
eign troops  to  enforce  the  laws  would  have 
been  avoided.  But  whether  it  was  that  the 
meeting  of  CommifEoners  at  New-York  was 
appointed  too  near  the  commencement  of 
the  ftamp  ad,  to  produce  any  meafures  in 
feafon  to  prevent  its  operation  ;  or  that  it 
was  feared  the  minds  of  the  members  might 
be  fhaken,  fo  as  to  difcover  lefs  firmnefs  in 
afferting  the  rights  of  the  Colonifts  than  they 
ought ;  or  that  the  general  impatience  was 
too  violent  to  wait  for  the  iffue  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, certain  it  is,  the  controverfy  was 
affumed  by  the  people. 
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On  the  14th  of  Auguft  an  effigy  was  found 
hanging  on  a  tree,  afterwards  well  known  by 
the  name  of  liberty-tree,  at  the  foutherly  part 
of  the  main  ftreet  of  Bofton,  with  marks 
fufficiently  indicative  of  its  reprefenting 
Andrew  Oliver,  Efq.  the  propofed  diftributor 
of  ftamps  in  the  Province.  Accompanying 
this  were  emblems  intended  for  Lord  Bute, 
and  the  wicked  motives  which  fuggefted  the 
odious  adts  of  Parliament.  Mr.  Hutchin- 
fon,  as  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Superiour  Court, 
direded  the  Sheriff  to  take  this  pageantry 
away,  and  in  cafe  any  perfons  fhould  oppofe 
him,  to  report  their  names,  and  a  warrant 
fhould  be  granted  to  apprehend  them.  But 
the  Sheriff's  deputies  thought  it  not  fafe  to 
attempt  cutting  down  the  effigies,  as  they 
found  the  people  had  determined  to  take  it 
in  the  evening  and  bury  it  in  form.  The 
Governor  met  the  Council  ;  and  they 
thought  that  if  this  was  fuffered  to  be  done, 
all  would  be  quiet  afterwards.  At  night  a 
bier  was  prepared,  and  the  images,  being 
placed  on  it,  were  carried,  amidft  the  accla- 
mations of  an  immenfe  collecflion  of  people, 
through  the  Court -houfe,  whilft  the  Council 
were  fitting  in  the  chamber,  down  King- 
ftreet,  to  a  fmall  brick  building  fuppofed  to 
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have  been  erected  by  Mr.  Oliver  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  ftamps.  This  was  quickly 
levelled  with  the  ground,  and  all  proceeded 
to  Fort-Hill,  near  which  flood  Mr.  diverts 
houfe,  to  burn  the  pageantry.  Mr.  Hutch- 
infon  and  other  friends  of  Mr.  Oliver,  find- 
ing his  family  to  be  in  great  terror,  perfuad- 
ed  both  to  quit  their  dwelling,  but  remain- 
ed themfelves,  which  gave  fome  appearance 
of  oppofition.  An  attack  was  made  by 
breaking  the  windows  and  pulling  down  a 
fence,  after  which  the  people  entered  the 
houfe  and  deilroyed  part  of  the  furniture. 
The  Governor  delivered  an  order  to  Mr. 
Hutchinfon,  at  his  requeft,  and  to  be  ufed 
at  his  difcretion,  direding  the  Colonel  of  the 
regiment  in  Bofton  to  order  it  under  arms. 
But  Mr.  Hutchinfon  afterwards  preferred 
attempting  to  difperfe  the  rioters  by  his  own 
influence.  They  fhewed  him  very  little  re- 
fpe^;,  and  after  compelling  him  to  fave  him- 
felf  by  flight,  which  he  did  not  effed:  with- 
out rough  ufage,  they  feparated.  On  the 
next  day  Mr.  Oliver  thought  it  expedient  to 
authorize  feveral  gentlemen  to  announce  on 
the  exchange,  that  he  had  declined  having 
any  concern  with  the  office  of  Stamp- Maf- 
ter ;  but  in  the  evening  a  bonfire  was  made, 
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and  a  repetition  of  this  declaration  was  found 
to  be  neceffary  for  quieting  the  people  who 
had  affembleci  around  it.  When  this  was 
done,  they  drew  off  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, and  fhewed  a  ftrong  dif- 
poiition  to  aflail  it,  demanding  fatisfadtion 
from  him  relative  to  the  report  of  his  being 
in  favour  of  the  ftamp  adt,  and  requiring  his 
affurance  that  he  was  not.  Mr.  Hutchinfon 
had  fecured  his  houfe,  and  having  concealed 
himfelf  within  it,  declined  appearing.  [A 
prudent  citizen  came  forward,  and  undertook 
to  be  refponfible  that  Mr.  Hutchinfon  was 
not  in  favour  of  any  aft,  which  would  be 
injurious  to  the  country.  He  obferved  that 
they  were  about  to  ill  treat  a  man,  who  had 
been  forty  years  in  its  fervice,  and  reminded 
them  how  unreafonable  it  was  that  an  officer 
in  his  ftation  fliould  be  held  accountable  to 
them  in  fuch  a  manner.  The  perfuafion  of 
this  man,  who  had  an  influence  in  town- 
meetings,  induced  the  body  to  move  off,  and 
for  this  time  faved  further  outrage.]  Had 
the  popular  indignation  flopped  here,  the 
degree  of  violence  might  have  been  confid- 
ered  as  juiVified  by  the  provocation  ;  and 
fuch  as  was  neceffary  to  give  a  tone  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  public  agents.     But  this 
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line  was  foon  paffed  over,  and  the  caufe  was 
eflentially  injured  and  difgraced  by  increafed 
outrage  and  brutal  dellrudion.  Perhaps  the 
fun  of  liberty  muft  always  rife  in  the  mift 
of  anarchy,  and  gradually  difpel  its  noxious 
vapours,  as  he  afcends  to  his  meridian  luftre. 

After  thefe  difturbances  Mr.  Hutchinfon 
retired  to  his  houfe  at  Milton,  and  returned 
on  the  26th  of  the  month.  There  foon  ap- 
peared fymptoms  of  renewed  tumults  ;  but 
it  was  fuppofed  that  he  had  received  his 
fhare  of  popular  difpleafure.  This  however 
was  a  great  mifcalculation  of  its  continuance 
and  malignity.  About, twilight  a  bonfire  in. 
King-ftreet  was  the  fignal  for  affembling ; 
and  when  the  number  of  rioters  had  become 
fufEcient,  they  proceeded  to  the  houfe  of 
WilUam  Story,  Efq.  Deputy  Regifter  of  the 
Court  of  Vice-Admiralty,  whofe  office  was 
unpopular,  and  whofe  conduct  was  faid  to 
have  given  offence  to  many.  This  was  laid 
open  to  their  rage,  and  his  private  papers,  as 
well  as  the  records  and  files  of  the  court, 
were  configned  to  the  flames  or  otherwife 
deftroyed.  The  houfe  of  Benjamin  Hal- 
lowell,jun.  Efq.  Comptroller  of  the  Cuftoms, 
next  met  their  fury.      After  breaking  his 

windows 


2i6  BERNARD. 

Windows,  they  entered,  deftroyed  his  furnl=* 
ture,  purloined  his  money  and  papers,  and 
rioted  on  the  hquors  in  his  cellar,  until  in- 
toxication heightened  their  rage  to'madnefs. 
Thus  brutalized,  they  directed  their  courfe  to 
the  Lieutenant-Governor's  dwelling,  where 
his  domeftic  happinefs  in  the  enjoyment  of 
his  children  at  once  formed  a  ftriking  con- 
trail  to   their  diabolical   employment,  and 
furniflied  defirable  vidtims  for  their  malice. 
This  family  circle  was  inftantly  difperfed, 
and  after  clofing  the  houfe,  Mr.  Kutchinfon 
was  conftrained  to  follow,  by  fecret  palTages, 
to  fave  his  life.     All  was  now  delivered  up  to 
a  triumphant  demonocracy,  which  exercifed 
its  force  effed:ually  until  day-light,   when 
one  of  the  beft  houfes  in  the  Province  was 
prefented  in  complete  ruin,  the  very  parti- 
tions being  beat  down,  and  nothing  remain- 
ing but  the  naked  walls  and  floors.     The 
plate,  family  pictures,  moft  of  the  furniture, 
w^earlng  apparel,  the  books  and  manufcripts 
which  had  been  thirty  years  collecting,  with 
about  jCgoo  fterling,  in  cafh,  were  ftolen 
away  or  deftroyed  :  fo  that,  on  the  next  day, 
when  the  want  of  a  quorum  of  the  Judges  ne- 
cefliated  Mr.  Hutchinfon  as  Chief  Juftice  to 
take  his  feat  at  the  Superiour  Court,  he  was 
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obliged  to  appear  in  his  only  fuit,  and  with- 
out the  habiliments  of  his  office. 

All  difa vowed  thefe  infamous  proceedings. 
The  town  of  Bofton  on  the  next  day  voted 
unanimoully,  at  a  full  meeting,  that  the 
Seled:men  and  magiftrates  be  denred  to  ufe 
their  utmoil  endeavours  agreeable  to  law,  to 
fupprefs  the  like  diforders  for  the  future,  and 
that  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
would  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  affifl: 
them  therein.  And  the  magiftrates  with  the 
Cadets  and  other  military  companies  kept  a 
night  watch  for  the  prefervation  of  peace  and 
order.  The  Governor  likewife  iifued  his 
proclamation,  with  the  advice  of  Council, 
offering  rewards  for  difcovering  any  perfon 
concerned  in  either  of  the  riots.  Thefe 
however  had  no  effedl,  as  very  few  were  - 
apprehended,  and  thofe  v/ho  were,  after- 
wards broke  gaol  and  efcaped.  ^^ 

Falfe  reports  having  preceded  the  com- 
motions of  the  people,  and  it  being  now 
fuggefted  that  the  ftampeipapers  were,  upon 
their  arrival,  to  be  lodged  at  the  Caftle,  not; 
merely  for  fafe  keeping,  but  to  be  thence  dif- 
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trlbuted  ;  the  Governor  thought  proper  to 
make  a  declaration  to  the  Council,  in  con- 
firmation of  what  he  had  faid  in  private,  that 
he  had  no  authority  for  diftributing  the 
ftamped  paper,  and  that  he  ihould  not  be  fo 
imprudent  as  to  undertake  a  bufmefs  to 
which  he  had  no  appointment,  and  make 
himfelf  anfwerable  for  large  fums  of  money, 
the  receipt  of  which  he  could  not  attend  to, 
and  had  no  power  to  direct  or  order  ;  and 
this  declaration  was  publifhed  at  the  requeft 
of  the  Council. 

The  period  for  trying  the  flrength  of  par- 
tics  in  executing  the  (lamp  a£t  was  near  at 
hand.  The  Governor  having  prorogued 
the  General  Court  to  the  twenty-fifth  of 
September,  five  days  before  the  time  affign- 
ed  for  the  commencement  of  it,  ifTued  his 
proclamation  for  the  punctual  attendance  of 
the  members.  Had  the  ftruggle  come  on 
under  all  the  impreflions  made  by  the  riots, 
xvithout  the  influence  of  any  external  event, 
the  advantage  to  the  parliamentary  caufe 
mufl:  have  been  great.  But  advice  was  daily 
receiv^ed  of  fi milar  proceedings,  though  not 
fo  flagrant,  in  other  Colonies,  and  the  glad 
tidings  of  a  change  in  the  miniflry  arrived 
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from  England.  Thcfe  circumftanccs  opera- 
ted heavily  againll  the  Governor  and  his  ad- 
herents, who  could  not  have  approved  of  the 
ftamp  a(ft  in  the  beginning,  however  they  > 
might  have  favoured  the  general  principle  of 
taxing  America.  It  w^as  too  great  a  ftep  for 
the  outfet ;  further  advances  fhould  have 
been  firfl  made  by  external  duties ;  and  the 
encroachments  upon  internal  taxation  fhould 
have  been  directed  and  graduated  with  the 
moft  fcrupulous  attention  to  popular  preju- 
dice. But,  let  their  opinions  have  been 
what  they  might,  they  determined  upon 
exerting  their  utmoft  powers  to  enforce  the 
a6t.  They  endeavoured  to  put  the  caufc 
upon  this  ground,  that  either  the  ftamp  duty 
muft  be  fubmitted  to,  or  all  trade  muft  ceafe, 
and  all  courts  and  other  lawful  authority  fall, 
and  throw  the  w^hole  community  into  con- 
fufion.  Upon  this  principle  the  Governor 
coUefted  all  the  arguments  perfuafive  and 
terrific  which  the  fubje6t  afforded,  at  the 
aflembling  of  the  General  Court.  He  told 
them  that  the  ordinary  executive  authority 
was  much  tp^o  weak  to  contradidl  the  dec- 
larations which  had  been  made  and  ftill  fub- 
fifted,  that  the  ftamp  ad:  fliould  not  be  exe- 
cuted within  the  Province,  or  to  oppofe  the 
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force  by  which  they  were  fiipported.  It 
had  therefore  been  found-  neceffary  to  call 
the  whole  legiflative  power  in  aid  of  thei 
executive  government,  and  that  from  this 
time  the  arduous  bufinefs  would  be  put  into 
their  hands,  and  it  ihould  become  a  Provin-» 
cial  concern  :  that  the  right  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great-Britain  to  make  laws  for  the 
American  Colonies,  however  it  had  been 
controverted  in  America,  remained  indifput- 
able  at  Weftminifter.     ****** 

***^*^****** 

The  Reprefentatives  immediately  after  the 

delivery  of  this  fpeech  raifed  a  committee  to 

frame  an  anfwer  which  might  counterad:  its 

effect  upon  the  people,  and  raifed  another 

committee   to    confider   the    affairs   of  the 

Province  with  reference  to  the  operation  of 

the  ftamp  ad:,  who  reported  that  *  *  * 
*******      ***** 
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CHAP.    IX. 
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OLITICS  frequently  afford  us  cafes, 
where  effects  are  produced  by  remote  and 
accidental  caufes  ;  and  when  there  are  infu- 
perable  impediments  to  the  fair  operation  of 
reafon  and  juftice,  fome  fubftitute  arifmg 
from  the  paffions  or  interefts  of  men  is  found 
to  bring  about  what  a  more  honourable  mo- 
tive ought  promptly  to  have  executed  :  fo 
that  whilft  we  view  on  the  one  hand  many 
laudable  efforts  fail  of  their  objects,  we  fee 
on  the  other  many  things  expedient  and 
right  refulting  from  indifferent  and  unwor- 
thy defigns.  The  repeal  of  the  ftamp  adt 
affords  a  flriking  example  of  this.  It  was 
not  renounced  becaufe  Parliament  had  not 
a  right  to  impofe  it,  nor  becaufe  it  was  op- 
preffive  to  thofe  who  were  not  obliged  by 
law  to  bear  it,  nor  from  the  important  con- 
fideration  of  its  alienating  the  affections  of 
the  whole  Britifh  Colonies  and  its  probable 
confequences  of  alienating  their  allegiance  to 
the  Crown  \  but  becaufe  Mr,  Grenville,  who 
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was  the  author  of  it,  difagreed  with  the  King 
about  making  up  a  regency  in  cafe  of  *  * 
^  *  *  *  *  *  This  threw  him  out 
of  office,  and  the  fucceeding  miniflers  repeal- 
ed the  law,  with  a  thoufand  better  reafons 
for  doing  fo,  becaufe,  he  made  it. 
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